WHERE DID JESUS DIE

Response to &Vhere did Jesus die?0

Prologue

This is a response to J.D. Shamsébook &here did Jesus die?§ 8" Edition 1989. The book was first
published in 1945 by the Ahmadiyya Community in the United Kingdom. Numerous arguments found in it
have been successfully answered by various followers of Jesus® according to the Bible. Where this is the
case, the sources will be given below. Where necessary, further comments are made.

The main point of the book under consideration is that Jesus allegedly did not die on the cross. He only
swooned and was healed within forty days by a miraculous ointment. He then travelled to the East on a
mission to the ten lost tribes of the children of Israel, believed by Ahmad to be the peoples of
Afghanistan and Kashmir. He died a natural death at the age of 120 and was buried in Srinagar, the
capital of Kashmir. Before a response to these allegations is given, it will be helpful to note a few general
points:

Considering the Big Picture
1. According to the earliest records, Jesus Christ himself said that he would die and rise again:

6 Wen | saw him (Jesus), | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me
and said: fDo not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead, and
now look, | am alive forever and ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades.0 (R&velation
1:17-18, see also 22:13 & 16)?

0 Aen he (Jesus) opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them,
firhis is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.o (Loke 24:45-47)

This term is used to emphasise their desire to practice what Jesus Christ taught, distinguishing them from
6Christiansd. Many of the | atter are nominal and have
faith in Christ and his word.
All Bible references are taken from The New International Version (2011) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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2. When faced with such clear evidence, Muslims normally say that the Bible has been changed
where it does not agree with the Quran. Interestingly, this argument was used the first time by
Ibn-Khazem who died in 1064 in Cordoba. Only then, about five centuries after the advent of
Islam, translations of the Bible were more widely available in Arabic. Muslims realized they had a
huge problem, summarized in Surah 2, Al-Bagarah, 107: &Vhatever message We abrogate or
cause to be forgotten, We bring one better than that or the like thereof.6

What could possibly be better than to have instant and absolute certain forgiveness of sins
through repentance and faith in the death of Jesus Christ on the cross and his subsequent
resurrection from the dead? He was the final perfect sacrifice, as has been promised in the
previous Scriptures and is alluded to in the Quran:

In Surah 17, Al-Isra, verses 1-7, the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem is mentioned. It was built in
obedience to God& command. Sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins were a vital ritual performed
in the temple - the very heart of its existence!

God& way of totally securing forgiveness from him in the Torah is further established on the main
website of the Ahmadiyya community in an article by Arshad Khan that first appeared in @he
Review of Religionsd October 1992.3

Both Muslims and Christians agree that the blood of animals cannot take away sin. All three of
God®& books, the Torah, Zabur and the Injeel, indicate that the sacrifices in the past point to a
perfect sacrifice that was to come, Jesus Christ.* The first covenant mentioned in the book of
Exodus, chapter 24, is known in the Bible as the ®Id Testament.blt was inaugurated with blood
of animals. Likewise, the second covenant is known in the Bible as the iNew Testament.6
However, it was inaugurated with the blood of Jesus Christ, the final sacrifice. All those who
repent from their sinful ways and put their trust in Jesus have instant forgiveness of their sins.
This is absolutely certain, as forgiveness was in the days of Moses.

As mentioned already, since the Quran says that Jesus did not die on the cross, the only solution
was to say the Bible got corrupted where it does not agree with the Quran. However, there is
evidence in the Quran that neither the written Torah nor the Injeel was changed:

In Surah 19, Maryam, verse 12, Yahya, known as John the Baptist, who lived at the time of
Hazrat Isa was told do take hold of the Book, (the Torah).6Surah 3, Alidmran, verse 49, tells us
that Jesus was also taught in the Torah. Hence, in the 1% century, at the time of Jesus and John,
the Torah must have been unchanged, otherwise they would have been taught a corrupted book.
(See also Surah 3, Alidmran, verse 94.)

Surah 5, Al Maddah, verses 67-69, call upon Jews and Christians in the 6" century, the time of
the prophet of Islam, to observe their books and commends some of them as being, dnoderated
The Arabic word can also be translated as d@eing on the right course® If parts of their Scriptures
had been corrupted that would not be possible. That verse can not include the Quran. Had they
believed in it, they would have ceased to be Christians and Jews. Quranic verses speaking about
changes in the Torah refer to oral misquoting only, not to changes in the written word.

In Surah 29, Al Ankabut, verse 47, Muslims are commanded to say to the People of the Book, the
Jews and the Christians, &/ e believe in that which has been revealed to us and that which has
been revealed to you; and our God and your God is One; and to him we submit.6

http://www.alislam.org/library/links/00000129.html (All links have been correct at the time of publishing, 6/2014.)
Leviticus23:19-2 7: Oat 6memembod®t: O6to cover 6, Ps a-14ml0:2-2, Mar k 11
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Surah 7, Al Araf, verse 171, refers to the Bible, saying: &nd as to those who hold fast by the
Book, and observe Prayer, surely We suffer not the reward of such righteous People to perish.6

Anyone who compares a 6™ century copy of the Scriptures with today& copies will find out that
there has been no substantial change in them. When the Quran speaks positively about the
Tawrat and the Injeel in the present tense, it is doing so in the light of the form they were in at that
time. Scripture and history® make it clear that those terms were also used referring to what is
today known as the whole Old and New Testament, contained in the Holy Bible. In the light of all
this evidence the question needs to be asked: &/hy do Ahmadiyyas choose only certain verses
from the Scriptures to build their case, while yet ignoring many others that speak clearly about the
death of Jesus Christ on the cross and his subsequent resurrection?6

According to the PhD study of Dr Gary Haberman®, the following historical’ facts are believed by
over 90% of Christian and non-Christian scholars: 1. Jesus Christ died by crucifixion 2. The
disciples truly believed that Jesus had risen from the dead. 3. Enemies of Jesus (Paul and James
in Mark 6) truly believed that Jesus had risen from the dead. The job of historians is to take
evidence and facts from history and provide an account, a theory, a hypothesis that best explains
those facts. The resurrection of Jesus explains these facts best while the swoon theory scores
the worst. Early proponents of it included rationalist theologians in the late 18" century. Nothing is
known about that theory for certain before that rather late date.®

Eyewitnesses, who could tell the difference between a person who was dead and one that was
alive, verified Jesusddeath. (See John 19:34/Mark 15:44-45)

Latest scholarship generally agrees that all the Gospels and other books of the New Testament
were written between 48 and 97 AD.® They clearly talk in many places about the corner stone of
the Biblical message, the death of Jesus on the cross. If Jesus allegedly died at the age of 120,
that would have given him over 70 years to correct what his disciples had written, if it was not
true. Had he not done so, he would have lied. It is impossible for a prophet to commit such a
heinous sin.

If, contrary to the Bible and secular history™, Jesus Christ did not die on the cross, he and his
disciples would have deceived the whole world! This is beyond belief for two main reasons:

- The Bible repeatedly teaches the importance of being truthful.

- Most of his 12 disciples died a martyr& death'* for believing in the death and resurrection of
Jesus. Who would be prepared to die for a lie? Liars make poor martyrs.

These six general points provide overwhelming evidence supporting the Biblical, historical and traditional
account of Jesus Christ® death on the cross and his subsequent resurrection. Why does the Ahmadiyya
community as the only Muslim group still propagate the swoon theory? The answer is most likely given
by the son of the founder, Bashir-ud-din:

10
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http://www.christianityexplained.net/explainedto/muslims/26.html
http://www.garyhabermas.com/articles/southeastern_theological_review/minimal-facts-methodology 08-02-
2012.htm See also http://vimeo.com/39314964 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FR8K7LURsg (about 32
min into the recording)

The first five books of the New Testament are classified as historical records from the fist Century AD (see point
5). Besides, there is also reliable non Biblical evidence as listed in footnote 11.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swoon_hypothesis

http://www.freebeginning.com/new_testament_dates/ This link refutes point 3 on page xiv.
probe.org/site/c.fdKEIMNSE0G/b.4223639/k.567/Ancient_Evidence_for_Jesus_from_NonChristian_Sources.htm
http://www.reclaimingthemind.org/blog/2009/04/what-happened-to-the-twelve-apostles-how-their-deaths-
evidence-easter/

3



Ot Is impossible for us to think that Jesus the Messiah is alive in Heaven while Muhammad, our Holy
Prophet, lies buried in the earth. We cannot think so. ... If it is true that Jesus is alive in Heaven, we
cannot feel more dead. We cannot tolerate the thought that our Master is dead and buried, while Jesus
is alive and in Heaven. We feel humiliated before Christians.6'

Having set the stage by putting the details that follow into a proper perspective, let us now turn to them in
reply to the book & here did Jesus die?d

A

Response to Oimxiioducti ono

Even though Mr. Shams takes his supposed evidence that Jesus did not die on the cross from the
Gospels, he severely criticizes them with eight points that have all been refuted in great detalil
elsewhere.'® Therefore, only some additional comments are made:

Point 1 (page xiii) that the Councils of Nicea and Laodicea determined in about 350 AD which books
should be part of the New Testament is taken from d’he Age of Reasondwritten by Thomas Paine in
1793-94. Modern Scholarship has long since debunked that archaic view. The fact is that Church
Councils have only recognized the authority inherent in the books themselves. It came from principles
such as apostolicity (was a book written or backed by an Apostle) and universality (was it widely
accepted). The need for that arose because of a growing number of false teachers.

Point 4 (page xiv) alleges numerous contradictions and inconsistencies in the four accounts. Various
perfectly reasonable explanations have been given about this matter, such as:

6 Aummary may differ from a detailed account... Details may differ because of the differing perspectives
from which the narratives are made... An account relating only one part of an event may differ
significantly from another account relating another part of that event... A summary from one point of view
may differ from a summary from a different point of view... An account relating actual chronological
sequence may differ from an account that unfolds according to a different organizing principle...
Remember: the biblical authors wrote their narratives in accordance with their own purposes. They were
free to organize them chronologically, logically, topically, and so forth. They were free to summarize
them, provide many details or few details, emphasize some points over others, and the like. All of these
conventions are in keeping with the inspiration and complete truthfulness of Scripture...6"

Other authors have explained all apparent contradictions in the Bible.'®> This goes to show that followers
of Jesus have perfectly reasonable answers to critics, provided they are not closed by preconceived
notions, expressed as, &e cannot think so...We cannot tolerate the thought.6

For those who prefer to listen to a lecture on this subject rather than reading a lot about it, there is an
excellent interview with Dr. Darrell Bock, a leading New Testament Scholar available on the Internet.*®

Futhermore, the Quran too contains numerous passages that mention the same stories, but with

different details. For example, in Surah 35:11 it says God created man from dust. In Surah 15:26 he is

created of potter's clay. Surah 37:11 uses the phrase 'sticky clay'.’

12

s Bashir-ud-din, Invitation to Ahmadiyyat, p. 15.

http://www.bible.ca/b-new-testament-documents-f-f-bruce.htm ; http://carm.org/manuscript-evidence ;
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2HFs2cVKNU ; http://www.blueletterbible.org/fag/canon.cfm
http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/bible-
answers/theology/inconsistenciesbetweenaccountsscripture.html
http://www.answering-islam.org/Bible/Contra/
http://christian-apologetics.org/2013/interview-with-dr-darrell-bock-on-bible-contradictions/
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Point 5 (page xiv) doubts whether John, the disciple of Jesus wrote the fourth Gospel without telling the
reader how verse 24 of the last chapter also reveals that fact.

d'he authorship of the Gospel of John has been traditionally ascribed to the apostle John, the son of
Zebedee and the brother of James. The Gospel itself, however, does not put forth the author& name
(which has made the authorship of John a much-debated issue among interpreters). The only reference
to the author is the d@isciple whom Jesus lovedd(21:20, 24). The apostle John is usually seen as the
author because the Gospel exhibits many marks that intimate it was written by one who was an
eyewitness to the life and ministry of Jesus, such as the aroma of the broken perfume jar in the house at
Bethany (12:3).

Even individuals who were anonymous in the Synoptics are given names in John& Gospel (6:71 8; 12:3;
18:10). Many other aspects of the Gospel point toward the apostle John. Examples are the author®
knowledge of Palestinian geography, Jewish customs, and the author& inclusion within the inner circle of
disciples (listed by the Synoptic Gospels as Peter, James, and John). Writers in the earliest periods of
Christian history, such as Irenaeus and Tertullian, also attribute the Gospel to the apostle John.8®

Furthermore, it is alleged that the original Hebrew text of the Gospel of Matthew was lost.

However, dnodern studies have shown this to be untenable. Modern variants of the hypothesis survive,
but have not found favor with scholars as a whole.8°

Point 8 (page xiv) contains a very revealing admission: 6 &must bear in mind that the Gospels were
written when the death of Jesus, on the Cross, for some reason or other, was already believed in by the
majority. 6

As established earlier, the Gospels were written within the 1% century AD, a few years after the events
described therein took place. The majority believed that Jesus died on the Cross and rose again on the
third day because many witnessed those well known events, experienced their transforming power first
hand and followed Jesus. Surely they would have objected to anything written wrongly in the Gospels
while they were still alive. Therefore, to say many centuries later these things were not true is very
audacious. Mr. Shams makes his case worse by using a well known spirit guide (page xviii) and d-ree
Thinkersd(page xix) who practice spiritism in support. To ask spirits, whose main job is to mislead
humans, for guidance is bound to be ending in failure. No wonder it is forbidden in the Bible and the
Quran.®

Response to O6Chapter 1: Passages from the Gospgp
JesusOPrayer (pages 1-3)

Mr. Shams argued that Jesusoprayer for deliverance from the Cross in the Garden of Gethsemane was
answered. He built his case on a few passages:

offather, if you are willing, take this cup from me (Jesus); yet not my will, but yours be done.0An angel
from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.6(Luke 22:42)

" Compare also: Surah 54:34 with 11:81 and 15:60; 11:69 with 15:52 and 11:70; 20:123 with 2:38; 26:117 with
71:21-22.

Hol man Concise Bible Commentary O6Authorship and Datebéd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Gospel_hypothesis

Deuteronomy 18:11, Surah Al Maida, 5, verse 91
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Jesus was about to enter into the most horrific experience which finds no precedent in the whole of
human history! It is summed up in the words,

@&od made him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.(1 Corinthians 5:21)

The reader may pause for a moment and try to take in the deeply profound meaning of that verse. Jesus,
the one who was without sin took all past and future rebellion and filth against God upon him to receive
the punishment on our behalf, death! Much worse than the physical pain of the crucifixion is the
emotional and the spiritual agony, expressed in its totality by separation from him who is the very source
of life! In such a dramatic event time ceases to exist. Death becomes synonymous with eternity for
someone who enjoyed an unceasing relationship at the deepest level with the Almighty God. The sweat
of Jesus was like drops of blood falling to the ground. This points to a possible hermatidrosis, the actual
mingling of blood and sweat as in cases of extreme anguish, strain or sensitivity.?

An angel came to strengthen him. All these surrounding circumstances point to a scenario of almost
unbearable distress for which language is devoid of words. This is the real significance of the cup from
which Jesus asked to be delivered by the Father, stressing that not his will but God& shall be done. In
comparison the actual, physical death was the deastéimportant part of it.

Jesusofully human plea shows that he indeed became a man like us. That he is without sin, in opposite
to us, is made clear by the way he brings the request before his Father. It is embedded by the words,
6..not my will but yours be done6 These kinds of wishes are not in themselves sinful as long as they are
brought in subjection to God. Furthermore, Jesus prayed this request in his human nature in which he
experienced fear as well. We read in Philippians 2:5-11.:

(Jesus)....&Vho, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to
his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made
in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to deathd even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.0

In addition, as Satan got permission to tempt Jesus at the beginning of his public ministry,? there is a
possibility that he was allowed to blind Jesus partly so that he could not see his aim clearly for some
time.

Jesusoprayer was answered. God& will that he should die for our sins did happen! The following two
passages from the Psalms are applied to Jesus while he was at the cross according to John 19:23 and
36:

d&-or he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from
him but has listened to his cry for help.6(Psalm 22:24)

@ he righteous person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all; he protects all
his bones, not one of them will be broken.8(Psalm 34:19-20)

@&od answered this prayer by raising Jesus from the dead.b(Matthew 28:6)

On page 3, Mr. Shams admits the truth when he writes, desus himself believed that God had accepted
his prayer and that he would die on the Cross. 6

2L See N.I.V. Study Bible, Zondervan Publishers, USA, 1985, footnote.
2 Matthew 4:1-11
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However, what follows makes one wonder whether it was not one of the numerous spelling mistakes
contained in the book.” The author thinks that Jesus was wrong to pray on the cross, My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?8Since to believe wrong things about God is a sin, that would turn the
sinless prophet into a sinner, which cannot be.

The truth is, God indeed forsook Jesus in his human nature because he took our sins upon him. They
separate men from God. The heart of the Gospel teaches that Jesus who was sinless took upon himself
our sin so that we could be forgiven through repentance and faith in him. That is why he died an
@ccursedbdeath, not because of his own sins as the Jews mistakenly believed.

When he said in John 16:32, & time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to
your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet | am not alone, for my Father is with med he was
speaking about the time when the disciples left him only. It does not say, 6 snFather is with me all the
timed

®uring the days of Jesusdlife on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to
the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.6
(Hebrews 5:7)

Mr. Shams interprets these words to mean that Jesus was actually saved from the physical death on the
cross as an answer to his prayer.

Kenneth S. Wuest, a well known New Testament Greek scholar writes on Hebrews 5:7: dhere are two
words in Greek which mean drom§ @podwhich means drom the edge of,6and @kbéwhich means @ut from
within.6The second is used here. The Messiah prayed to be saved out form within death. Had the
inspired writer used @po§ he would have reported our Lord as praying to be saved form dying a physical
death. At no time in his life did he pray that prayer.8* The prayer was indeed answered! Jesus was
saved out from within death through the resurrection! Hebrews 5:7 refers in particular to the prayers
Jesus made while hanging on the cross. For example, his words, My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?d(Mark 15:34) are the beginning of a petition found in Psalm 22 which ends in thanksgiving
for answered prayers!

We conclude this section by letting Jesus confirm the answer to the question himself, whether or not the
cup of suffering and death on the cross was taken away from him:

&an you drink the cup | am going to drink?é6&Ve can,bthey answered. Jesus said to them, & ou will
indeed drink from my cup...6(Matthew 20:22-23)

James was later to die as a martyr (see Acts 12:2). John suffered a lot for Jesus, was banished to
Patmos (Revelation 1:9) and died a natural death. Neither of them died for the sins of the world. That is
why they were only drinking from Jesuso6cup not his whole one.

Rising of the Saints (pages 4-5)

In his attempt to disprove that Jesus died on the Cross, Mr. Shams quotes from a passage of the Gospel
which describes the last moments of Jesusélife. If he would have mentioned only two immediately
preceding verses and one more that followed his biased citation, they would have proven him wrong.
Therefore they are here included:

@&nd when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke

e.g. page 14, Il ine 9 O6statemeat sd; page 17, footnote !
page 99, O6Alfreebd
Wuestds Word Studies, Eerdmans Publishing Company, Mi «
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open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs
after Jesusoresurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion
and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were
terrified, and exclaimed, fiSurely he was the Son of God!6 (Matthew 27:50-54)

The reader of &here did Jesus die?6bis not allowed to examine, that Jesus gave up his spirit, meaning
that he died. J.C. Ryle, a renowned theologian comments on this very interesting phrase:

d'here is a depth of meaning, no doubt, in these words that we cannot understand. There was something
mysterious about our Lord® death, which made it unlike the death of any mere man. He who spoke the
words before us, we must carefully remember, was God as well as man. His divine and human nature
were inseparably united. His divine nature, of course, could not die. He Himself said, il lay down my life
that | might take it again. No man takes it from me, but | lay it down of myself. | have power to lay it
down, and | have power to take it againd(John 10:17-18). Christ died, not as we die when our hour is

come - not because he was compelled and could not help dying - but voluntarily and of his own free
will.&°

Moreover, Mr. Shamsoreaders are also denied the clear verdict of the centurion, a professional officer in
the Roman army who was in charge of Jesusocrucifixion. The man whose own life depended on carrying
out orders, in this case to kill Jesus, shouted in the past tense that Jesus, the Son of God was no more!
(The word, @onédis to be understood in a spiritual not in a physical sense.?)

Let us know examine the reasons why the passage under consideration is mentioned in a truncated
form. Apparently, it cannot be taken literally that many holy people who had died were raised to life and
appeared to many people. However, the reason why such an event is not recorded in history could just
as well be because these appearances were only very short and personal, difficult to independently
verify. Be it as it may, there is undoubtedly a lot of symbolism behind this story. It speaks of Christ&
conquering death through his redemptive work on the cross, having an effect on everybody, even the
holy people from the past.

However, the following verses show that Jesus was not just dike a prisoner in a tomb from whence he
escaped to a place of safety,6(page 6) rather the prison is a picture for the realm of the dead:

d&-or Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put
to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation
to the imprisoned spiritsd to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days
of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and
this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you alsod not the removal of dirt from the body but the
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone
into heaven and is at God& right handd with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.d

(1 Peter 3:18-22)

Sign of Jonah the Prophet (page 6)

Most of the opposition Jesus got during his public ministry came from the religious people of his day.
Once they challenged him to give proof for his claims to be the promised Messiah, the Savior. In
response Jesus said that only the sign of the prophet Jonah would be given to them. The clear meaning
of the Biblical passage where that encounter is recorded has been much misunderstood by leading
Muslims, like Mr. Shams. As will be shown, they tried to interpret it from their perspective, isolating the
paragraph from its wider context.

% http://www.jesus.org/death-and-resurrection/last-words/giving-up-his-spirit. html
® For more details on this subject please visit: http://www.christianityexplained.net/explainedto/muslims/12.html
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dhen some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, fiTeacher, we want to see a miraculous
sign from you.0He answered, fA wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none
will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at
the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.06(Matthew 12:38-41)

When Jesus refers to his death on the cross and his resurrection as the sign of Jonah he wants to
declare the following truth: In the same way as Jonah rose again from what normally is leading to a sure
death, (being swallowed by a huge fish for three days) Jesus too will raise again after three days from
what usually no one can escape, from death! Jesus likens what will happen to him with the story of
Jonah mainly in regard to the time factor, the three days.

As a matter of fact not everything in an incident that is used as a sign to compare with another situation
must be taken literally. The truth that Jonah stayed alive in the belly of the fish cannot be used as a proof
that Jesus too must have survived the cross alive. This way of arguing would lead us into big problems
because then we would also have to try to apply the other details of Jonah®& story to what happened to
Jesus. This is impossible because Jonah disobeyed God, Jesus did not, Jonah was swallowed by a
huge fish, Jesus was not, etc. This same way of using a comparison to communicate one major truth
only is found in other parts of the Bible: d¢-or as lightening that comes from the east and is visible even in
the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.6(Matthew 24:27)

The context (verses 23-25) shows that the only point Jesus makes in this verse is that his return will be
visible everywhere. To read into his statement more than this would be a dangerous speculation.

If there is still doubt in the reader® mind about the one truth in the comparison to the sign of Jonah, he
must look at the wider context. Besides many verses that clearly mention Jesusédeath and resurrection,
verses 18-22 of John, chapter 2 help to further clarify the matter:

6 fien the Jews demanded of him, AVhat miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do
all this?0Jesus answered them, fDestroy this temple, and | will raise it again in three days.0The Jews
replied, fit has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?0But
the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what
he had said. Then they believed the Scriptures and the words that Jesus had spoken.b

Here again Jesus is asked for a miraculous sign and he repeatedly states that they would find it in his
resurrection from the dead after three days! But this time he makes it clear that they would destroy this
temple, meaning they would Kill his body! It is not uncommon for Jesus to express the same truth (as in
the sign of Jonah) but in different ways, with a slightly different emphasis (here stressing his death as
well). For more examples of this method of teaching, please read Matthew 13:24-30 and compare it with
verses 47-50, or 13:44-46.

Furthermore, those who use the sign of Jonah to say that Jesus did not die on the cross will have to
realize that their interpretation contradicts all the verses in the Torah, the Gospel®” and accounts of
secular history (Josephus in @AntiquitatesdéVol. 18, 111:3) where the death of Jesus the Messiah is clearly
mentioned. Many religious people were rebuked by Jesus to belong to @ wicked and adulterous
generationd(Matthew 12:39). He knew that they had already made up their minds regarding who he was.
The Lord died and rose again indeed! They refused to believe, no matter how convincing the arguments
were. To others Jesus said, & ou will know the truth and the truth will set you free.6(John 8:32) To which
category will you be counted?

" e.g.: Isaiah 53:5,8-11; Matthew 27:32-28:8; Acts 2:22-24; Romans 5:6-8; John 19:26, 30,35, even Jesus Himself
speaks about his death and resurrection in Mark 8:31-32.

9



The Dream of Pilate& Wife (page 6)

Mr. Shams continues with his biased selection of Bible texts to say that Pilate tried in vain to listen to his
wife& dream, warning him not to crucify Jesus. Therefore, he secretly did everything possible to prevent
Jesus from dying. In answering this allegation the wider context of the passage will again be given:

deanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, fAre you the king of the
Jews?0fYou have said so,0Jesus replied. When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he
gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, fDond you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?0
But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charged to the great amazement of the governor.

6 Nnoit was the governor® custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time
they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered,
Pilate asked them, ANVhich one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is
called the Messiah?dFor he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.

6 Wile Pilate was sitting on the judge® seat, his wife sent him this message: fDon® have anything to do
with that innocent man, for | have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.0But the chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. iWhich of
the two do you want me to release to you?0asked the governor. fBarabbas,othey answered. AVhat shall
| do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?0Pilate asked. They all answered, fCrucify him!60fiwhy?
What crime has he committed?0asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, fCrucify him!o

6 Wen Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water
and washed his hands in front of the crowd. i am innocent of this man®& blood,bhe said. fit is your
responsibility!0All the people answered, fHis blood is on us and on our children!o

6 fien he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.6
(Matthew 27:11-26)

The whole text makes it clear that Pilate knew before his wife® dream of Jesusbéinnocence. He
personally did listen to her plea, 6 @nd have anything to do with that innocent man.éand washed his
hands in front of the crowd with water to show his disagreement. However, that is as far as his influence
went.

To say that Pilate prolonged the trial so the Jews would only have three hours to put Jesus on the cross
and that it was not enough to cause death is totally wrong for the following reasons:

1 Contrary to what Mr. Shams said, Jesus spent twice as much time on the cross according to
Mark 15:25-34, namely six hours.

1 One of the human reasons why Jesus died relatively quickly is found in that he was flogged in the
Roman way first. In order to satisfy the crowds, history tells us that they used a whip with several
strips of leather into which pieces of bone or metal were embedded. The Jews limited the number
of times criminals could be flogged to a maximum of 40, stopping at 39 lashes in case of a
miscount. No such limitation was recognized by the Romans. Their victims of floggings often did
not survive.?®

1 As mentioned before on page 8, Jesus gave up his Spirit in his own controlled time since he is
master over life and death.

1 Since nothing is impossible to God, it is presumptuous to tell him what cannot happen on the
Cross.

8 http://www.bible-history.com/past/flagrum.html|
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The subsequent reasoning of Mr. Shams displayed on the left side of the table is also easily shown to be
false:

The centurion showed sympathy to Jesus Only after his death (Luke 23:46-47)
Jesusolegs were not broken to hasten death Because Jesus was dead (John 19:33-36)
Joseph was permitted to bury Jesus too easily Permission was given after certain death®
Nicodemus, a physician, helped in the burial Nicodemus was a teacher (John 3:1-9;19:39)
They treated Jesus in a new tomb, owned by Jewish burial customs were followed. Then they
Joseph, to revive him. left to observe Sabbath (John 19:40ff)

Response to 6Chapt ernpaggs8-1HMhe Judgment o

The main point of chapter 2 is the same made in Point 4 to which a response has already been given on
page 4. The allegation is made that the four witnesses of the Gospel differ among themselves. The
detailed points of Mr. Shams will be summarized and responded to below:

A fictitious court case is set up where the documents on which followers of Jesus build their arguments
for the death and resurrection of Jesus are questioned due to a lack of signatures and proof of divine
inspiration.

Reply: The same could be said about the Quran. The revelations given to Muhammad were not written
down by himself:

darrated by al Bara: There was revealed fiNot equal are those believers who sit and those who strive
and fight in the cause of Allaho(Surah 4, Nisaa, verse 95). The prophet said: iCall Zaid for me and let
him bring the board, the ink pot and the scapula bone.0Then he said: fWrite: Not equal are those
believers.0 (Bakhari,VI, N0.512)

The Quran was written down during the prophet® lifetime but only on loose pieces of different material.
When, at the battle of Yamama in 633 AD, a number of Muslims were killed, it was feared that part of the
revelations might be lost. Therefore, Abu Bakr, the first Muslim leader after Muhammad®& death, asked
Zaid ibn Thabit to collect all the different writing materials on which the Quran was written down. This
was his reaction:

®y Allah, if he (Abu Bakr) had ordered me to shift one of the mountains it would not have been harder
for me than what he had ordered me concerning the collection of the Quran. | said to both of them, dHow
dare you do what the prophet has not done?6Abu Bakr said, @y Allah, it& a good thingd.. So | started
locating the Quranic material and collecting it from parchments, scapula, leafstalks of date palms and
from the memories of men. | found with Khuzaima two verses of Surah Tauba which | had not found with
anybody else@Bukhari,VI, N0.201).

Even though those verses had only been found with one person and only one man had the sole
responsibility to collect the first official Quran, Muslims believe it contained all the revelations given to
their prophet. A number of Hadith mention that several of Muhammad®& companions wrote down their
own collections of the revelations (dtgan I16by Suyuti, p62). The best known among them are:

Ibn Masud: He claimed to have learned some 70 Surahs directly from the prophet. Muhammad told
other people to learn the Quran from him and three others (Bukhari, 6, No.521). However, Surah 1, 113
and 114 were missing in his collection (Fihrist, I, p53-57).

29 Ulpian 48, 24, 1; Hug, De cadav. punit. in the Freiburger Leitschrift 5, p. 174.
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Ubay bin Kab: He was the prophet& secretary in Medina. He is one of the other three mentioned above
whom the prophet recommended as a teacher of the Quran. His collection contained two additional
Surahs and an otherwise unknown verse (dtgan 1§ Suyuti, p65; Masahiféby Ibn Abi Dawud, p180-181). It
was widely used in Syria before the appearance of Uthman® text.

Abu Musa: The people of Basra used his collection. It was identical with the material of Ubai bin Kab.

These different collections of the Quran contained also many variant readings. More than 1,700 are
attributed to Ibn Masud alone (Materials for the history of the text of the Quran A. Jeffry, 1937).
Muhammad Hamidullah divides them into four classes in the introduction to his French translation of the
Quran (p. xxxIII):

a) Variants caused by a copy mistake. They can be detected easily by comparing with other
manuscripts.

b) Variant readings caused by accidentally adopting marginal notes into the text of the Quran.
¢) Variations caused by Muhammad® permission to recite the revelations in different dialects.

d) Variations caused by the fact that the Quran was copied without vowel marks and without dots to
distinguish between different letters that were written in the same way. (Only 15 different forms of
letters present 28 letters.) Most of the variant readings have very little significance with regard to the
meaning of the text. Only a few present some problems, such as:

Surah 5, Maida, verse 63: Nineteen alternate readings have been identified, some of which change the
actual meaning of the verse. Changing the vowel combinations caused 14 changes. In the remaining five
cases, one or two consonants were added (lbid, by A. Jeffery, pages 39, 129, 198, 216, 237).

Surah 33, Alizab, verse 6: @he Prophet is closer to the Believers than their own selves, and his wives
are their mothersdln some Qiraats, like that of Ubai ibn Kab, occur also the word @nd he is a father to
them&(d'he Holy Qurand A. Yusuf Ali, 1975, note 3674). Only reports in the Hadith about these variants
have survived.

The many variant reading caused Muslim soldiers from Iraq, who followed Ibn Masud& collection, and
soldiers of Syria, who took Ubay& collection to be the correct one, to accuse each other of lying.
Uthmand reaction in 653 AD is recorded in the following Hadith:

Uthman sent a message to Hafsa saying, @Gend us the manuscripts of the Quran so that we may compile
the Quranic materials in perfect copies and return the manuscripts to you6 Hafsa sent it to Uthman,
Uthman then ordered Zaid bin Thabit, Abdullah bin Az-Zubair, Said bin Al-As and Abdur Rahman bin
Harith bin Hisham to rewrite the manuscripts in perfect copies. Uthman said to the three Quraishi men,
dn case you disagree with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in the Quran, then write it in the dialect of Quraish
as the Quran was revealed in their tongue.6They did so, and when they had written many copies,
Uthman returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa. Uthman sent to every Muslim province one copy of
what they had copied, and ordered that all the other Quranic materials whether written in fragmentary
manuscripts or whole copies, be burned. Zaid bin Thabit added, & verse from Surah 33, Alizab, (verse
23) was missed by me when we copied the Quran and | used to hear Allah& Apostle reciting it. So we
searched for it and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-Ansarié(Bukhari, VI, N0.510).

In spite of the radical measures taken there still is a verse missing in today® Quran:

@Abdullah bin Abbas reported that Umar bin Khattab sat on the pulpit of Allah& messenger and said:
&erily Allah sent Muhammad with truth and he sent down the book upon him, and the verse of stoning
was included in what was sent down the book upon him, and the verse of stoning was included in what
was sent down to him. We recited it, retained it in our memory and understood it. | am afraid that with the
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lapse of time, the people (may forget) and may say: 6 \Wdo not find the punishment of stoning in the
book of Allah, and this go astray by abandoning this duty prescribed by Allahé(Bukhari, VIII, No.816,
Muslim, 111, No. 4194) The verse cannot have been abrogated because the messenger of Islam was the
only one who was authorized to do so. By the time the problem arose he was dead. The only reference
found in today® Quran reads:

dhe woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornication, flog each of them with a hundred stripes6
(Surah 24, Nur, verse 3).

Perhaps for reasons such as this, Ibn Masud opposed the new official version of the Quran with the
following words: @ he Prophet taught me to recite 70 Surahs which | had mastered before Zaid had even
become a Muslim. How can you order me to recite the readings of Zaid, when | recited from the very
mouth of the Prophet some 70 Surahs? Am | to abandon what | acquired from the very lips of the
Prophet?6(Masahiféby Ibn Abi Dawud).

After having studied the early surviving Quran manuscripts very thoroughly, John Gilchrist states: @'he
oldest manuscripts of the Quran still in existence date from not earlier than about one hundred years
after Muhammad® death6(@am©oAl-Qur@ng p153). He comes to this conclusion because two of the
oldest manuscripts, the Samargand and Topkapi codices are both written in the Kufic script. It @an
generally be dated from the late eighth century depending on the extent of development in the character
of the script in each cased(lbid. p146).

Furthermore, the divine inspiration of the Quran is put in question by making wrong® scientific
statements regarding the sequential development of embryos:

dhen We made the sperm into a clot of congealed blood; then of that clot We made a (foetus) lump;
then we made out of that lump bones and clothed the bones with flesh; then we developed out of it
another creature. So blessed be Allah, the best to create!®&(Surah 23, Al-mu ' mi, veise114)

The mesoderm® is one layer of the embryo that gives rise to bone and flesh at the same time.
Allegation 1:

|.—The betrayer and his accomplices—Matthew and Mark say
that Judas (who betrayed Jesus) with a great multitude, from the
chief priests and elders of the people, came to Gethsemane. But
Luke says that the chief priests, and captains of the temple and the
elders themselves came to arrest Jesus.'

Reply:

0 Wle he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them: fiTthe one | kiss is the man; arrest him.0Going at once to Jesus, Judas said,
fiGreetings, Rabbildand kissed him. Jesus replied, fDo what you came for, friend.0Then the men stepped
forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one of Jesusécompanions reached for his sword,
drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

of Bt your sword back in its place,0Jesus said to him, ffor all who draw the sword will die by the sword.
Do you think | cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions
of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?0oIn that
hour Jesus said to the crowd, fiAm | leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to

%0 http://vww.answering-islam.org/Quran/Science/index.htm?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
L http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/376720/mesoderm http://www.answering-
islam.org/Quran/Science/index.htm?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
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capture me? Every day | sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all
taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.0Then all the disciples deserted him and
fled.6(Matthew 26:471 56)

dQust as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders. Now the betrayer
had arranged a signal with them: AiThe one | kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.o
Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, fRabbi!oand kissed him. The men seized Jesus and arrested him.
Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his
ear. i W | leading a rebellion,0said Jesus, fthat you have come out with swords and clubs to capture
me? Every day | was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the
Scriptures must be fulfilled.0Then everyone deserted him and fled. A young man, wearing nothing but a
linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.6
(Mark 14:43i 52)

6 Wile he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve,
was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, Judas, are you betraying the
Son of Man with a kiss?0When Jesuso&followers saw what was going to happen, they said, fi_ord, should
we strike with our swords?0And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.
But Jesus answered, iNo more of this!0And he touched the man& ear and healed him. Then Jesus said
to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, fiAm | leading
a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day | was with you in the temple courts,
and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hourd when darkness reigns.06(Luke 22:47-53)

The crowd was sent ahead of the chief priest, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, probably
in case there was some resistance. In that sense, they were part of the crowd. Since different
eyewitnesses tell the same story but from different angles, two of them say that Jesus addresses the
crowd and one says he talks to the leaders who are part of the crowd.

Allegation 2

2.—How Jesus was arrested —Matthew, Mark and Luke say
that Judas gave the multitude a sign saying: Whomsoever | shall
kiss, that same is he; hold him fast. And forthwith he came to
Jesus, and said, “Hail master”, and kissed him. And Jesus said
unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they and
laid hands on Jesus, and took him".2 But John gives quite a different
account of this arrest. According to him, on the arrival of Judas
with a band of men, Jesus on his own accord wemt forth and
said to them: “whom seek ye?”. They answered him: “Jesus of
Nazareth”, Jesus replied: I am he”. And Judas also stood with
them. As he said this they went backward and fell to the ground.
Jesus repeated his question and they reiterated their answer. Jesus
said: “I have told you that I am he. If therefore you seek me, let
these go their way”. Then Peter cut off the right ear of the High
Priest's servant. Then they took Jesus and bound him.}
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Reply:

The four authors pursue different aims in writing down what they saw as eyewitnesses. John& aim is to
picture Jesus as the Son of God in a spiritual sense. He is in control. Therefore he mentions these words
of Jesus which were spoken after the others.

Allegation 3

3.—Luke and John say that the ear of the High Priest’s servant
was cut off" before the arrest of Jesus, but Matthew and Mark say
it was cut off after his arrest.

Reply:

The arrest took place in different stages within a certain period of time. The verses concerned tell us
what happened during the arrest. The servant®& ear was cut off in the process of the arrest not before or
after it. Similarly, one can say, fiTthe operation took place at 2 pm. They amputated his leg.0To say,
firhey amputated his leg. The operation took place at 2 pmomeans the same.

Allegation 4

4 —Matthew says that Judas repented himself and brought back
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders who refused
to take them back, but he cast them down in the temple and went
and hanged himself. The chief priests and elders took counsel and
brought with the sum the Potter’s field 1o bury strangers in
Wherefore the field was called “the field of blood™.4

The other threec are silent on this point, but in the Acts, which
is supposed to be written by Luke, we read, Peter said: That Judas

himself purchased that field with the reward of iniquity and falling
headlong he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed
out.*

Reply:

This is a good example of what was mentioned already on page 4, &n account relating only one part of
an event may differ significantly from another account relating another part of that event.6According to
Matthew (27:1-10), Judas hanged himself, whereas Luke (Acts 1:18-19) notes that dalling headlong he
burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. Iéet& think of the actual death of Judas as a
complete jigsaw puzzle and the details of the two accounts as pieces of the puzzle. The Matthean pieces
provide the left side of the puzzle while the Lucan pieces supply the right side. We lack the pieces in the
middle to be able to finish the puzzle, that is, to know exactly what occurred.

A possibility is that when the hanged body finally fell, either because of decay or because someone cut it
down, it was in a decomposed condition and therefore broke open in the middle.

Moreover, it does not say in Acts 1:18, @udas bought the field himselfé hut dudas bought a field.bIn the
light of the fact that the leaders bought the field in Matthew 27:3-10, they must have done so in his
name, since it was his money. Similarly, you can say, & bought that housed whereas in reality it was your
bank that did so, in your name, paid by you with money you got from the sale of your old house.

Allegation 5

5.—The bearer of the Cross.—Matthew and Mark say: A man
of Cyrene, Simon by name, was compelled to bear his Cross unto
a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull”.® John's
account is that Jesus himself, bearing his Cross went forth into a
place called the place of a skull.”
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Reply

Jesus started out carrying his Cross (John 19:17) but from the other accounts we learn that he had been
weakened by flogging. Therefore, Simon was later pressed into service in order for them to take it in
turns. John® account is generally much shorter than that of the other witnesses because he has a
different audience and a different purpose: To show that Jesus was indeed the Messiah predicted in the
Old Testament.

Allegation 6

6.—Then these four witnesses do not agree in quoting the very
short inscription which, as they say was set up over Jesus’ head
when he was put on the Cross:

Matthew: “This is Jesus the King of the Jews”.

Mark: “The King of the Jews”.

Luke: “This is the King of the Jews”.

John: “Jesus of Nasareth, the King of the Jews".

Reply

Actually, the four witnesses do agree regarding the main charge made against Jesus, that he was, dhe
King of the Jews6 Since John 19:20 states that it was written in Hebrew, Latin and Greek it is possible
that the exact wording was written down a bit different in each language. Matthew wrote mainly for a
Jewish audience and would naturally translate from the Hebrew inscription. Mark wrote mainly for the
Romans and would be likely to give it as it appeared in the Latin. Luke takes the words as they appeared
in Greek on the sign. John gives it in the full Roman form. Moreover, Mark (15:26) only claims to give the
charge against Jesus, not the name of the accused.

One could also argue that the eyewitnesses wrote down what they could remember in their state of
shock. They do not contradict what others have said but complement it.

Allegation 7

7.—Matthew and Mark say that the thieves who were put on the
Cross with Jesus also reviled him. But Luke says that one of them
railed on him but the other rebuked him saying: “Dost not thou
fear God?” and he said to Jesus: “Lord! remember me when thou
comest into thy kingdom”, and Jesus promised him that he would
be with him in Paradise the very same day.?

And John has not even hinted at this important conversation
between the three crucified.

Reply

While both criminals hurled insults at first, one of them later repented. As mentioned before, the writers
of the Gospels wrote for different audiences with different purposes and emphasis. That explains why
John did not mention this conversation in his account.

Allegation 8

8.—The time of crucifixion—Mark says: “It was the (third
hour) when they crucified him.? But John, says it was about the
(sixth hour) when Pilate delivered Jesus to the Jews.' Matthew
and Luke only mention that from the sixth hour there was darkness
over all the land unto the ninth hour.
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Reply

John was using Roman time, that is 6 am, to describe when Jesus was delivered to the Jews. Mark used
the Jewish reckoning, the third hour, that is 9 am Roman time, when the Messiah was actually nailed to
the cross. The Jewish day starts at 6 am whereas the Roman day starts at 12:01 am. Both writers could
have used round numbers, following Jewish reckoning, in a world where the days and nights were often
divided into fourths. A midmorning time of roughly 10:30 could then get rounded either down or up to the
nearest three-hour marker.

Allegation 9

9.—How did Jesus give up the ghost?

Matthew: Jesus when he had (cried again with) (a loud voice),
yielded up the ghost.!!

Mark: He (cried with a loud voice), and gave up the ghost.'2

Luke: When he cried with a loud voice, he said: Father in Thy
hands I commend my spirit, and having said thus, he gave up the
ghost.'3

John: When Jesus, therefore, had received the vinegar he said it
is finished, and he bowed his head and gave up the ghost.'

Reply

Luke and John give us the content of what Matthew describes as dhe cryd Together we get the full
picture. The very last words of Jesus are clearly recorded in Luke 24:46: 6 ebus called out with a loud
voice, fFather, into your hands | commit my spirit.0When he had said this, he breathed his last.6

John& statement has to be understood as a summary of what happened over a period of time.

Allegation 10

10.—When did the centurion say that Jesus was righteous and

the Son Of God?

Matthew: The centurion and they that were with him seeing the
earthquake and other things feared greatly saying, “Truly this was
the Son of God”.'*

Mark: The centurion when he saw that Jesus so cried out and
gave up the ghost said: *“Truly this man was the Son of God”.'6

Luke: He glorified God saying: “certainly this was a righteous
man”’.!7

Reply

Having mentioned other things that happened at the death of Jesus, Matthew includes the details of
Mark and Luke, yet sometimes in slightly different ways. The Greek word for égnanéfound in Mark is
implied by the masculine, singular use of dhiséfound in Matthew. The centurion most probably spoke out
the other variations since his words do not need to be limited to one sentence.

Since Aramaic was probably spoken by Jesus and his disciples, the Gospel accounts in Greek are a
translation of the precise words originally spoken. They could have been paraphrased or summarized. It
is important to note that there is a difference between accuracy found in the Bible and precession found
in our digital age. While we do have an accurate account of what was said, it may not be the exact words
of the speakers in every case.
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Allegation 11

1 1.—Who was Joseph of Arimathea?

Matthew says he was Jesus’ disciple.

Mark and Luke say that he was an honourable counsellor which
also waited for the Kingdom of God.

John says he was a disciple of Jesus but secretly for fear of the
Jews.

Reply:

Similarly to the different ways the reader of these lines can be described (e.g. a mother, wife, part time
secretary), Joseph of Arimathea fits all three of the descriptions given to him in the Gospels. They do not
contradict but complement each other.

Allegation 12

12.—The rich man Joseph went to Pilate and begged the body
of Jesus, and Pilate without making any enquiry, as Matthew and
John state, and after inquiring from the centurion about Jesus’
death, as Mark and Luke say, he permitted him to take the body.
Then he alone wrapped it in a linen cloth and laid it in his own
new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock, as Matthew, Mark
and Luke say and he and Nicodemus both as John states, laid him
in the sepulchre.

Reply:

The fact that an enquiry is not mentioned in one account does not mean it did not take place. As
mentioned before, the Gospel writers put a different emphasis on the events, as God inspired them, in
order to reach their different audiences. Similarly, the text does not say de aloned It is obvious that only
the spokesperson who made the request was mentioned but he needed some help with the burial.

Allegation 13

Likewise they differ concerning the events connected with Jesus’
resurrection which followed the crucifixion.

1.—Who came first to the sepulchre, and when?—Matthew says
that as it began to dawn towards the first day of the week, came
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

Mark says: Early in the morning at the rising of the sun.

Luke says: Very early in the morning.

John’s account is: Early, when it was yet dark.

Then Matthew and Mark say there were two Marys, and Luke
says they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother
of James, and other women.

But John’s account is that Mary Magdalene came alone.

Reply

The account in John, Matthew and Luke refers to the time of leaving home. Mark mentions the time
shortly before the arrival at the tomb. John mentions Mary Magdalene as the leader of the group only.
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Allegation 14

2.—The earthquake and the angel —Matthew tells us:

“And behold, there was a great earthquake for the angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone
from the door and sat upon it”.

The other three say nothing about this natural phenomenon of
the earthquake, nor of the rolling back of the stone and the sitting
upon it. According to their accounts no one was sitting on the stone.
Mark says that when the two Marys came they found the stone

was already rolled away. And entering into the sepulchre they saw
a young man sitting on the right side, and they were frightened.
Luke says there were two men not sitting but standing up. And
John says they were both sitting in the sepulchre one at the head
and the other at the feet. '

Reply:

The meaning of the text in Matthew is that there had been an earthquake before the women arrived at
the tomb, as is made clear by the parallel accounts. Furthermore, words and postures often change in
the course of events. These variations are not contradictory but merely evidence of independent
accounts. From the account in John, we know that angels were appearing in the shape of men.
Frequently only the spokesperson is mentioned and not those who accompany them.

Allegation 15

Reply:

Matthew does not say the angel was still sitting when he spoke. According to Mark he moved inside the
tomb. John chooses to mention only those details which are needed for his purpose of writing, to
understand the spiritual significance of the resurrection.
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