
Today more relevant than ever:                    

A TOPICAL COMPARISON OF THE 

QUR'AN                                                           

WITH THE BIBLE 

 

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR    BBBBOOOOOOOOKKKK                                                
ANDANDANDAND    

MY BOOKMY BOOKMY BOOKMY BOOK    
AN EVALUATION OF THE SIMILARITIES                        

AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN                                  

THE HOLY BOOKS OF ISLAM                                               

AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH                                               

               

                 COMPILED AND EDITED AND NARRATED BY                                 
             GERHARD and HANNELORE NEHLS                                                                      

 



'Your Book and My Book by Gerhard Nehls 

2015 1st ed. 

ISBN 978-0-0000000-0-0 

 
Copyright © 2015 by Gerhard Nehls 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, dis-

tributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, without prior written 

permission. 

Bible quotations are from the World English Bible, except where other-

wise indicated. 

Qur'an quotations are from the translation by Yusuf Ali, except where 

otherwise indicated. 

Cover design by Nicola Witbooi 

Book Layout © 2014 BookDesignTemplates.com 

 

Gerhard Nehls 

g.nehls@bigpond.net.au 

  



 This book is dedicated to my loving and devoted 

wife, partner, friend, comrade, co-worker, corrective, 

and encouragement for sixty years.   

She invested much time in the research for this book. 
 
 





 

 

CONTENT 
A detailed list of content you find at the end of the book 

  
Our point of depature……………………………………...….1                    
 
Thoughts about the nature and character of God………….9   

Who is God and what is he like?........................................11 

Satan, the opponent of God………………………………….39 

Man in relation to his creator………………………………....49  

God and man in conflict……………………………………….55 
   
The purpose of God's Law.…………………………………...63 
 
God's grace invites us to be reconciled to him……………..73    
  
The remedy for sin according tp the Bible…………………..89 
  
What Jesus said about himself……………………………….93 
 
What Jesus did for mankind…………………………………..95 
 
Jesus the great healer………………………………………....98 
  
Jesus and the elements of nature………………………......107 
  
The teaching of Jesus………………………………………..111 
  
The Holy Spirit of God………………………………………..125 
  
The remedy for sin in the Qur'an……………………………131   
 
What and where is the Kingdom of God?..........................139 
 
Who are true Christians?...................................................143 



  
Muhammad - the Prophet of Allah ………………………….161 
                 
The revelation of God………………………………………...175 
  
How we can know that the Bible was revealed by God?....185 
  
The Qur'an - the Word of Allah………………………………199 
  
How can we know that the Qur'an was revealed by  
Allah?.................................................................................207 
  
What the Qur'an says about the Bible   ……………………209 
  
How Jews and Christians are presented in the Qur'an…...213 
  
What the Qur'an says about Jesus………………………….219 
  
Where the Qur'an and the Bible differ………………………225 
  
Islam - the religion of Allah…………………………………..233 
  
The Last Judgement………………………………………….243 
  
What is Heaven like?..........................................................261                   
 
What is Paradise like?........................................................263 
 
Hell……………………………………………………………...269 
  
Evaluation……………………………………………………...273 
 
Conclusion……………………………………………………..287 
                                                                                                                             
Appendix……………………………………………………….289  
  
Detailed table of content……………………………………..391 



Bibliography…………………………………………………...404 

 

 





 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a vast difference there is between What a vast difference there is between What a vast difference there is between What a vast difference there is between     
knowing God and loving Him!knowing God and loving Him!knowing God and loving Him!knowing God and loving Him!    

Humans must be known to be loved. Humans must be known to be loved. Humans must be known to be loved. Humans must be known to be loved.     
God must be loved to be known. God must be loved to be known. God must be loved to be known. God must be loved to be known.     

    
There are only two kinds of people There are only two kinds of people There are only two kinds of people There are only two kinds of people     

whom we may call sensible:                                               whom we may call sensible:                                               whom we may call sensible:                                               whom we may call sensible:                                               
those who serve God with all their heart                                          those who serve God with all their heart                                          those who serve God with all their heart                                          those who serve God with all their heart                                          

because they know Him because they know Him because they know Him because they know Him ----                                                                                                                    
and those who seek God with all their heart,                                             and those who seek God with all their heart,                                             and those who seek God with all their heart,                                             and those who seek God with all their heart,                                             

because they do not know Him yet.because they do not know Him yet.because they do not know Him yet.because they do not know Him yet.    
 

Blaise Pascal 

 



 



 

 

OUR POINT OF DEPARTURE                                           

God and We                                                                                                                            
Seemingly all mankind has an innate awareness of a 'higher 

power', a 'higher being', a 'first cause' for the world to exist, and 

a creator of it all.  

It is probably needless to mention that we, as finite men, need to 

be aware of our limitation to fathom the mystery of the trans-

cendent, the eternal. We may well understand the world with its 

natural laws, Mathematics, Biology, Physical Sciences, Geogra-

phy, to name just a few. We may also gain an understanding of 

Politics, Economics, Jurisprudence or Philosophy.   

Our understanding of the spiritual world rests on another level 

of perception. Religions try to fill in what they deem to be miss-

ing. And that is where misunderstandings begin.   

God is a mystery to us. Our perception of God is possibly 

coined more strongly by our culture, its traditions and its institu-

tions, rather than by God himself. And that may well lead to a 

view of God that resembles a superman rather than the eternal 

almighty God. 

All we can know of God is what he reveals of himself. Obvious-

ly, we may conclude from the observation of nature and the 

universe, as well as our innate conscience that there must be a 

creator God. The German philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724–

1804) pointedly concluded: "Two things awe me most, the star-

ry sky above me and the moral law within me". We cannot 

recognize God by physical features, as in the case of other peo-

ple. In view of that God has chosen revelation to make himself 

known. Again, we humans cannot know anything about God, 

his character, his will, and the purpose of his creation - unless it 

is revealed to us by himself. Anything beyond falls into the 

realm of conjecture.  
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Why this Book?                                                                                                                         
This book is composed during a time of deep distrust, and even 

violent clashes, between the followers of Christianity and of Is-

lam. It aims to promote an understanding of the faith issues that 

separate the  followers of the two religions. As it is, each side is 

inclined to assess the other with grave suspicion, all too often 

without even a basic knowledge and understanding of the core 

beliefs of both religions. Prejudice and fear have been deployed 

to build walls of separation between Christians and Muslims, 

not unlike 'apartheid', as it used to be practiced  in South Africa.  

Donald N. Larson, a linguist at Bethel College, USA, writes: 

"Only when the Christian can understand and appreciate the 

Muslim’s reality as he (i.e. the Muslim) does, can he talk about 

his own Christian reality in terms which the Muslim can under-

stand and in ways that enable him to appreciate the Christian’s 

point of view.” That, of course, is equally true the other way round. 
 

This book encourages us to learn more, firstly, about our own 

faith, and then about the faith of our neighbor. By comparing 

our ancient Scriptures, we will understand our own faith better, 

and also the faith of the others. Maybe this will promote a spir-

itual conversation rather than a carnal one  

The Concept of the Book                                                                        
This book sets out to compare the central faith issues of the Bi-

ble and of the Qur'an side by side. This is done systematically, 

and in topical order. It is based on the actual Scriptures and does 

not promote any doctrine or dogma that is peculiar to any estab-

lished religion. The selection of the passages under review in 

this book has not been done randomly. The compiler has consci-

entiously sought to present an honest and balanced condensation 

of what is written on each given topic in the two books. More 

than 250 topics have been chosen. 47 explanatory notes are add-

ed in the appendix.    

The fact that we read passages from the Books themselves rather 

than commentaries about them, makes an evaluation all the 
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more authentic. The 'side by side' reading is not easily done, for 

both Books place varying emphases on the one or other topic. 

Some appear to be marginal in one of our Books, but exhaustive 

and detailed in the other. Some passages even find reference in 

only one of the both Books.  

Be ready for a  surprise. Almost certainly, you, the reader, will    

discover aspects of your faith or religion that you were unaware 

of until now. Likewise, you will learn to understand the founda-

tions of your Christian or Muslim neighbor's beliefs - or at least 

what it should be like according to their Book.  

You may well find that a popular belief you may hold will be 

challenged. At times you will not fail to notice distinct, some-

times irreconcilable differences between the two books. It is left 

to the reader to evaluate which of the two Books under consid-

eration he or she will ultimately choose as the foundation of 

their faith.     

The Two Books under Consideration                                               
Our two Books were and are the underlying cause for deep de-

votion ,as well as hatred that again and again leads to violent 

conflicts. Both of the Books have been passionately loved and 

hated. Innumerable numbers of volumes have been written 

about them. Millions of people based and base their faith, life-

style and only hope for eternity on one of the two Books.  

Untold numbers of believers have sacrificed their lives for God, 

as he is made known to them, not to mention millions of victims 

caught in the crossfire of religious wars. All that, by itself,  

proves little more than the quality their faith in the message of 

their Book as they understand it. It does not verify the truthful-

ness of its content. 

Both Books determine the worldview and religious convictions 

of countless millions of people around the globe, even if they 

adhere only nominally to the religion into which they happened 

to be born. Of the present (2015) world population, 31.6% are 

registered as Christians, and 23.2% as Muslims. Including the 
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Jews, 55% of all people on earth are supposed to believe the 

message of either the Bible or the Qur'an. The astonishing fact is 

that only a minute percentage of these supposed believers ever 

read their Book, completely, even if but once. 

The Time Line of the Books                                                                    
To have an overview of the historic dating of the 'Old 

Testament' , the 'New Testament', and the Quran, we note that 

Abraham lived around 2.000 B.C., Moses about 1520-1400 

B.C., Jesus from 4 B.C - A.D. 30 and Muhammad from A.D. 

570 - 632.  

An Overview of the Bible                                                                                                                        
The Bible (biblos = Greek for 'book') consists of two distinct 

parts, the 'Old Testament' (also rightly called the 'Old Covenant') 

with its 39 'books', and the 'New Testament' (also called the 

'New Covenant'), which is composed of 27 'books'. The Old 

Covenant addresses particularly the 'Children of Israel'. The first 

part of it was revealed to Moses (appr. 1450 B.C.) and the rest 

to some 32 prophets between about B.C.1400 and B.C.400  

The Old Testament of the Bible accounts for about 75% of its 

volume, and the New Testament 25%. The Qur'an, in compari-

son, makes up approximately 57% of the length of the New 

Testament), and is by far the shortest Book. 

According to conservative mainstream Bible scholarship, the 

New Testament was recorded independently by at least eight of 

the followers of Jesus. All New Testament manuscripts were 

written down between A.D. 43 and 96. All but one (John) of the 

first disciples of Jesus, also called 'apostles', were martyred for 

their faith. 

Christians consider both, the Old and the New Testament as   

divinely inspired. The Old Testament is the basis of and bridge 

to the New Testament. 

The Bible provides a chronological sequence of events. The Old 

Testament begins with the creation of the world and leads us 
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from Adam and Eve to Cain and Abel, and through the ages 

from Noah and the flood, to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and 

Moses. Later King David is mentioned prominently, as is Solo-

mon.  

Besides the historical books of the Old Testament, including the 

Law of God (taurat), the Psalms (injil), and the prophets of Isra-

el and Judah are its main features.  

The first four 'books' of the New Testament, the Gospel, are bi-

ographical accounts of Jesus, observed from different 

perspectives. The Gospels are followed by the book named the 

'Acts of the Apostles', which tells us about the birth of the Chris-

tian movement. Resting on the testimony of  the first followers 

of Jesus, it is a chronicle from the ascension of Jesus to his Fa-

ther in about A.D. 30 until A.D. 65. The book of Acts is 

followed by 'epistles' or letters written by the Apostles Paul, Pe-

ter, and John to the early churches. They offer much spiritual 

insight relating to the character and plan of God, but also ad-

monish believers toward righteous living. All New Testament 

books centre on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, his 

eventual return to this earth, the Last Judgment  and the glory of 

heaven. 

An Overview of the Qur'an                                                                                                 
For those readers not yet acquainted with the Qur'an, it should 

be noted that it is the last of the three monotheistic 'Holy Books'. 

In its original form the Qur'an was conceived, bit by bit, in the 

Arabic language by Muhammad between A.D. 610 and 632. Af-

ter his death the various pieces of the Qur'an that had been 

memorized and written down, were collected and compounded 

into the form of a book around A.D. 650 under the third Khalifa, 

the 'Leader of the Faithful', Uthman.  

Muslims believe that the Qur'an, inspired by Allah and delivered 

by the angel Gabriel to Muhammad, is an exact copy of a heav-

enly Qur'an, the 'mother of the book' (Surah 43:4). The Prophet 

of Islam recited it to his followers, some of whom commit these 
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respective portions to their memory (hence the name 'Qur'an', 

meaning that which is recited).    

The Qur'an is made up of 114 Surahs (chapters), each of them 

divided into 'ayas' (‘signs’, that is verses). 

Uniquely, the Qur’an is neither ordered chronologically nor top-

ically, but rather by the varying lengths of its chapters, 

beginning with the longest, and ending with the shortest. The 

first chapter, al-Fatiha, is an exception. Most of the shorter 

Surahs at the end of the Qur'an were actually among the earliest 

received. As a whole the Qur'an teaches people to turn away 

from idolatry, and to submit to Allah's law.   

The Qur’an recognizes both the Old Testament (Taurat and 

Zabur) and the New (Injil) as God’s Word, although many Mus-

lims today are taught that both Testaments have been corrupted 

over time. The Qur'an reflects on a considerable number of  

names, places, and topics from the Bible. 

Interpreting the Books                                                                                 
As a rule, Christians say: 'Scripture interprets Scripture', mean-

ing that the Bible as a whole interprets itself. Passages that 

appear to be unclear are viewed in the light of the whole Bible 

in order to be clarified.     

Somewhat differently from the Bible, Islam seeks to establish 

the Qur'an's meaning [tafsir] by consulting the traditions 

[aHadith] and the biography of Muhammad [Sirat]. Hadiths are 

collections of anecdotes and sayings of the Prophet of Islam, 

who is believed to not only have received the Qur'an as such, 

but was also given its meaning and interpretation.                                                                           

Two key questions are helpful when interpreting the books from 

their specific historical situation into ours of today: "What ex-

actly does this text actually say". and "What does this specific 

text mean to us in our world today?"  
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An honest and truthful answer to these questions requires an 

open mind and heart. Personal convictions and prejudice should 

not determine our answers. We should not let the Bible or 

Qur'an say what we want them to say, but what they actually do 

reveal.  

Important Notes on the Text                                                                          

As both the Bible and the Qur'an were originally written in He-

brew, Greek or Arabic, we depend on translations. We chose the 

World English Bible, and the ‘Translation of the Meanings of 

the Qur’an' by Yusuf Ali.       

In some translations of the Qur'an the Arabic word 'Allah' is not 

translated, whereas in others the word 'God' is used instead. For 

the sake of clarity, we use Allah in the Qur'anic texts, and God 

in those of the Bible.   

The first part of the quotes are predominantly taken from the 

Bible, while those of the Qur'an are more in the second part. If 

far from proportionate to its size, there are some more Bible 

quotes that those from the Qur'an. 

 The antiquity of the texts and the related use of words and con-

cepts makes the occasional explanatory note necessary for those 

who are unfamiliar with religious terminology.  

All texts in square brackets [in italics]  are explanatory com-

ments by the compiler. 

All inserts into the Qur'anic texts in round brackets ( ) have been 

added by the translator to add clarity or emphasis. They are not 

actual part of the Qur'an.   

Quotations from secondary sources, like the Hadith, are printed 

in italics. 

To give a fair representation of each topic, certain passages may 

appear under various topics to which they relate.  
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It was unavoidable to at times quote some verses outside their 

larger context. In such cases the reader may be assured of no in-

tent to malice.  

The size of this book and the sheer number of texts in it made it 

impossible to quote all applicable passages. A number of  addi-

tional texts have been added as references at the end of a topic. 

These texts need to be looked up personally by the studious 

readers in either the Bible or the Qur'an, as they do not appear in 

print here. 

The Appendix provides a wealth of information which  is essen-

tial to understand the context of this book. 
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THOUGHTS ABOUT THE NATURE AND                             

CHARACTER OF GOD                                                             
Whether we are agnostics [Greek a-gnosis = with no knowledge 

about God] or believers in some way or another, we should first 

of all be interested to find out what is - and what is not - know-

able about God.    

This question is asked by a shaman of a village in the Amazon 

Basin, as much as by a Guru in India, or a Tibetan lama. 

Charles Darwin wrestled with it, as did an Ayatollah at Qom, a 

theologian of Tübingen university, and the genius physicist Ste-

phen Hawking, all in their own right. They, and hopefully we, 

are grappling with the question of or about the Ultimate.   

There can, obviously, be no scientific or empirical proof of the 

existence and workings of God. Neither can his non-existence 

be proven.  

As little as a measuring tape is able to determine how deep we 

sleep, so human reasoning by itself is an insufficient 'tool'  to 

discover who God really is. God can only be perceived and ex-

perienced by what he reveals of himself to us.   

However, there is no lack of circumstantial evidence to his be-

ing and action. To perceive this as trustworthy and reliable, God 

has embedded his 'message' to us in absolutely unpredictable 

prophecies. Apart from the explicit fulfillment of these predic-

tions in history, we have no alternative than to recognize that 

God as who he is.                                                                                                            

Please read more about this topic in the appendix '1. The Names and Attributes of 
God' (p. 289) 

Jews, Christians, and Muslims largely agree on the question 

'Who is God and what is he like?' Other topics do not show the 

same.   

And  now we let the two books speak for themselves.    
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WHO IS GOD, AND WHAT IS HE LIKE?                                        

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                     
Isa 40:28,  "Haven't you known? Haven't you heard? The ever-

lasting God, Yahweh, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 

doesn't faint. He isn't weary. His understanding is unsearcha-

ble."  

1 Ti 6:15-16,    "...God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of 

kings and Lord of  lords, who alone is immortal and who lives 

in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To 

him be honor and might forever."                                                                                                         

Further recommended reading is found in Deut 5:8-9,                             

Deut 4:23-24, Isa 40:25, Job 12:13-15, Psa 47:2, Gen 21:33, Psa 

119:160, Isa 26:4,  Isa 26:4, Jer 10:10, 1 Tim 1:17.            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Who is    Allah?                                                                                                                              

2:163-166,  "Your God is one God: there is no god but He, most 

gracious, most merciful. Behold! in the creation of the heavens 

and the earth; in the alternation of the night and the day; in the 

sailing of the ships through the ocean for the profit of mankind; 

in the rain which Allah sends down from the skies, and the life 

which He gives therewith to an earth that is dead; in the beasts 

of all kinds that He scatters through the earth; in the change of 

the winds, and the clouds which they trail like their slaves be-

tween the sky and the earth - (here) indeed are signs for a 

people that are wise…  " 

2:255, "Allah! there is no god but He, the living, the self sub-

sisting, eternal. No slumber can seize him nor sleep. His are all 

things in the heavens and on earth.   

13: 2-4,  "Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pil-

lars that ye can see; is firmly established on the throne (of 

authority); He has subjected the sun and the moon (to his law) 

each one runs (its course) for a term appointed.     
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 [Islamic theology adds that Allah is 'tanzih', i.e. distant, remote, but 

also 'tashbih', close, and 'mukhalifa', different from all that is]. 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

6:1,  20:97,  9:39,  9:51,  9:39,  28:88,  3:60-62, 3:73-74, 14:47, 

15:24-26, 2:272, 2:285-286, 3:154-155, 4:132-134, 16:52, 

57:28, 2:33, 2:21, 22:74, 20:114, 22:6, 44:8, 22:62-65, 11:56-

57, 2: 268-269, 3:9-11, 3: 26-27, 4:78, 25:6, 4:88, 42:28-29, 

17:25, 6:114, 23:78-80 11:6, 17:110, 22:69-70, 30:48, 35:7-11, 

29:22, 33:45, 23:116-117, 25:58-59, 27:73, 27:93,   28:76-77, 

30:5-6, 30:40, 33:15-17, 45:37-37, 50:43,  53:25, 112:1-4.    

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is eternal                                                                                                               
Psa 90:2,  "Before the mountains were born or you brought 

forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 

God."                                                                                                                       

Psa 103:17,  "Yahweh's loving kindness is from everlasting to 

everlasting with those who fear him." 

Further recommended reading is found in  1 Tim 1:17, Eph 

3:20-21, Psa 102:12.   

The The The The Qur'anQur'anQur'anQur'an                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Allah is eternal                                                                                                                             
3:2 Allah there is no god but He, the living,                                                                                 

the self subsisting, eternal. 

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is holy                                                                                                                                          
[The word 'holy' actually means 'set apart for a special purpose'. God 

is holy and desires us to be so.]                                                                                                                           

Ex 15:11,  "Who is like you, Yahweh, among the gods?  

Who is like you, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 

wonders?"  
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Isa 57:15,  "Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eter-

nity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place…"  

Further recommended reading is found in  Isa 48:17, Eph 3:20-

21, Psa 102:12.   

The Qur'anThe Qur'anThe Qur'anThe Qur'an                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Allah is holy 
59:23, Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god; the Sover-

eign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and Perfection), the 

Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, 

the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory to Allah! (high is He) above 

the partners they attribute to Him. 

62:1,  Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare the 

Praises and Glory of Allah- the Sovereign, the Holy One, the 

Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                     
God is unchanging  (immutable)                                                                                          
Psa 102:25-27, "Of old, you laid the foundation of the earth.  

The heavens are the work of your hands…Your years will have 

no end."  

                                                                                                                             

Mal 3:6,  "I, Yahweh, do not change."                                                                                        

Read also Heb 13:8. 

God is everywhere (omnipresent)                                                                                              
Jer 23:24,   "Can any hide himself in secret places so that I shall 

not see him? says Yahweh. Don't I fill heaven and earth? says 

Yahweh." 

Further recommended reading is found in Acts 7:48,Isa 66:1.   

God is all-powerful (omnipotent)                                                                                                        
Isa 40:26,  "Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who 
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created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one 

..."                                                                                                                       

Jer 10:12,   "God made the earth by his power; he founded the 

world by his wisdom ..." 

Jer 32:17,  "Ah Lord Yahweh! behold, you have made the heav-

ens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched 

arm; there is nothing too hard for you." 

Further recommended reading is found in Job 25:7, Psa 18:30-

31,  Psa 28:7, Psa 73:26.     

The Qur'anThe Qur'anThe Qur'anThe Qur'an                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Allah is all-powerful                                                                                                                     
3:26-31,   "O Allah! Lord of power (and rule), Thou givest 

power to whom Thou pleasest, and Thou strippest off power 

from whom Thou pleasest: Thou enduest with honor whom 

Thou pleasest, and Thou bringest low whom Thou pleasest: In 

Thy hand is all good. Verily, over all things thou hast power. 

Thou causest the night to gain on the day, and thou causest the 

day to gain on the night; thou bringest the living out of the 

dead, and thou bringest the dead out of the living… And Allah 

has power over all things." 

2:284,   ''To Allah belongeth all that is in the heavens and on 

earth. Whether ye show what is in your minds or conceal it, Al-

lah calleth you to account for it. He forgiveth whom he 

pleaseth, and punisheth whom he pleaseth. For Allah hath pow-

er over all things.'' 

Read also 7:178-180, 42:49.   

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                   
Yahveh is the living God                                                                                                     
Heb 10:31  ''It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the liv-

ing God.'' 



15 
 

 

Jer 10:10  ''... Yahweh is the true God; he is the living God, and 

an everlasting King: at his wrath the earth trembles, and the na-

tions are not able to abide his indignation.'' 

Acts 14:15-16,   "We [the apostles of Jesus]… bring you good 

news, that you should turn from these vain things [idols] to the 

living God, who made the sky and the earth and the sea, and all 

that is in them…". 

 

For further reading see Dan 6:25-27, Rom 9:25-26. 

 

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Allah is the living One                                                                                                                        
40:65,   ''He is the living (one): there is no god but He: call upon 

Him, giving Him sincere devotion. Praise be to Allah, Lord of 

the worlds!'' 

Read also 2:255       

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
God is all-knowing (omniscient)                                                            
1 Chron 28:9, "... Yahweh searches all hearts, and understands 

all the imaginations of the thoughts: if you seek him, he will be 

found of you; but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forev-

er."    

1 Sam 16:7,  "Yahweh sees not as man sees; for man looks at 

the outward appearance, but Yahweh looks at the heart." 

Psa 139:1-14, "Yahweh, you have searched me,  

and you know me.  

You know my sitting down and my rising up.  

You perceive my thoughts from afar.  

You search out my path and my lying down,  

and are acquainted with all my ways…  

your hand will lead me, and your right hand will hold me.  

…for you formed my inmost being. You knit me together                       

in my mother's womb. I will give thanks to you,  
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for I am fearfully and wonderfully made."  

     
Further recommended reading is found in  1.Sam 2:3, Isa 29:15, 

Job 31:1, Psa 94:8-11, Psa 1:1-6. 

God is wisdom                                                                                                                
Rom 11:33-36,  ''Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his 

paths beyond tracing out! Who has known the mind of the 

Lord? Or who has been his counselor?..."    

1 Cor 2:9-10,  "Things which an eye didn't see, and an ear didn't 

hear, which didn't enter into the heart of man, these God has 

prepared for those who love him."  

More reading is found in  Job 9:4, Eph 3:10-12. 

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Allah is the knower, the wise                                                                     
34:1-2,  ''Praise be to Allah… He is full of wisdom, acquainted 

with all things…''                                                                                                     

8: 71, ''Allah is He who hath (full) knowledge and wisdom.'' 

6:59,  ''With him are the keys of the unseen, the treasures that 

none knoweth but he…'' 

 28:69,  ''And thy Lord knows all that their hearts conceal and 

all that they reveal.'' 

2:268-269, ''Allah careth for all and he knoweth all things. He 

granteth wisdom to whom he pleaseth; and he to whom wisdom 

is granted receiveth indeed a benefit overflowing; but none will 

grasp the message but men of understanding.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in  Surahs 2:231, 3:164,  

43: 63, 4: 113, 33:34, 62: 2, 5:110, 4:92, 4: 111, 32:5-6, 42:12, 

57:4, 31:29-34, 22:76, 24:18, 6:3-5. 
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The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is truth (veracity) and he asks us to be true as well                                                                    
1 Tim 2:3-4,   ''God our Savior …desires all people to be saved 

and come to full knowledge of the truth.'' 

Jn 14:6-7,  "Jesus said to him [the apostle Thomas], 'I am the 

way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to [God] the Father, 

except through me. If you had known me, you would have 

known my Father also. From now on, you know him, and have 

seen him.'" 

Jn 17:15-17,   [Jesus prayed for his followers]:  "'I pray not that 

you would take them from the world, but that you would keep 

them from the evil one. They are not of the world even as I am 

not of the world. Sanctify them in your truth. Your word is 

truth.'" 

Further recommended reading is found in  Isa 65:16, Num 

23:19, Eph 1:13, 1 Pet 1:22, Jn 8:31-32, 1.Jn 2:4-5, Rom 1:18.    

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Allah is true                                                                                             
3:60,  ''The truth (comes) from Allah alone; so be not of those 

who doubt.'' 

3: 95,  ''Say: Allah speaketh the truth: follow the religion of 

Abraham, the sane in Faith; he was not of the pagans.'' 

16: 102, ''[Muhammad is ordered to] Say, the Holy spirit has 

brought the revelation from thy Lord in truth, in order to 

strengthen those who believe, and as a guide and glad tidings to 

Muslims.'' 

19: 34,  ''…Jesus the son Of Mary: (is) a statement of truth….'' 

61: 9,  ''It is He Who has sent His Messenger with Guidance and 

the Religion of Truth, that he may proclaim it over all religion, 

even though the Pagans may detest (it).'' 
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Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 10: 55,  35: 3,   

6: 57,  39: 2, 2:147, 2:252, 4: 87, 18: 21, 18: 44, 31: 33, 40: 33, 

4: 122,  6: 73, 6: 115, 20: 114, 24: 25, 2:132-133, 10:4, 47: 2.  

The Bible:                                                  The Bible:                                                  The Bible:                                                  The Bible:                                                                                                                          
God is the creator of all  there is                                                               
Gen 1:1-5,   "In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth... God said, "Let there be light," and there was light."  

Gen 1:26-27,   "God said, "Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and 

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth." God created man in his own image. In God's image 

he created him; male and female he created them.."                                               

Neh 9:6,  "You are Yahweh, even you alone; you have made 

heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their army, the earth and 

all things that are thereon, the seas and all that is in them, and 

you preserve them all; and the army of heaven worships you." 

More recommended reading is found in  Gen 2:7, Gen 1:21-25. 

The Qur'an:      The Qur'an:      The Qur'an:      The Qur'an:                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Allah, the creator  of the world                                                                                             
32:4,   ''It is Allah Who has created the heavens and the earth, 

and all between them, in six Days. Then He  established Him-

self on the Throne: ye have none, besides Him, to protect or 

intercede (for you).'' 

35:1-3,  ''Praise be to Allah, Who created (out of nothing) the 

heavens and the earth, Who made the angels messengers with 

wings, two, or three, or four (pairs): He adds to creation as He 

pleases: for Allah has power over all things…'' 

31:10-11, ''He created the heavens without any pillars that ye 

can see; He set on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it 

should shake with you; and He scattered through it beasts of all 

kinds…'' 
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65:12,   ''Allah is He Who created seven firmaments and of the 

earth a similar number. Through the midst of them (all) de-

scends His command: that ye may know that Allah has power 

over all things, and that Allah comprehends all things in (His) 

knowledge.'' 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs  

6:101-104, 41:9-12,  7:54,  31:26-29, 40:62-68, 65:12, 61:10-

12, 6:1-2, 45:22, 39:5-6, 6:73, 42: 10-13, 55:42-55, 11:7, 14:19, 

15:86, 20:4, 21:37, 10:3, 29:19-21, 30:26-27, 22: 6, 25:2, 39:62-

63, 42:11-12, 39:5-6, 54:49-50, 59:24, 11:7, 43:9-13, 59:21, 

67:2-3.     

Allah is also the creator of man                                                                                             
96:1-2,   ''Proclaim! (or read!) In the name of thy Lord and cher-

isher, who created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed 

blood...'' 

6:2,  ''He it is who created you from clay, and then decreed a 

stated term (for you). '' 

86:5-7,  '' Now let man but think from what he is created! He is 

created from a drop emitted proceeding from between the back-

bone and the ribs.'' 

40:67-70,  ''It is He Who has created you from dust, then from a 

sperm drop, then from a leech like clot; then does He get you 

out (into the light) as a child…''   

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

95:4-6, 25:54-55,  23:12-21, 55:4-13,  50:16-17, 30:54, 75:34-

38, 32:7-9, 100:6-10, 70:19-21, 30:20-21, 25:54, 36:77-82, 

39:6-7, 51:58, 35:11, 77:20-23, 80:18-32, 6:2, 16:4, 23:78-80, 

67:23, 76:2-3, 29:60-61, 103:2-3.  

He is equally the creator of the animal world                                                                                
24:45,  ''And Allah has created every animal from water: of 

them there are some that creep on their bellies; some that walk 
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on two legs; and some that walk on four. Allah creates what He 

wills; for verily Allah has power over all things.'' 

Allah also created angels, demons and Jinns                                                              
15:26-27,   ''We created man from sounding clay, from mud 

moulded into shape; and the Jinn [spirit] race, we had created 

before, from the fire of a scorching wind.  '' 

51:56,   ''I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve 

Me. 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs  

22:75, 55:33-40, 38:71-74, 32:11, 4:97, 16:2-3, 46:29-31, 2:29-

34, 97:1-5, 6:100, 72: 1-2 + 6, 3:124-125, 47:27, 34:40-42, 

43:19, 53:27-28.                                                                                 

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God can be recognized by what he created                                                                                     
Psa 19:1-4,   "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 

proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth 

speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no 

speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet 

their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of 

the world."  

Psa 8:1-9, "Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 

the earth, who has set your glory above the heavens! … 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,  

the moon and the stars, which you have ordained;  

what is man, that you think of him?... 

For you have made him a little lower than God, 

and crowned him with glory and honor.  

You make him ruler over the works of your hands.  

You have put all things under his feet…  

how majestic is your name in all the earth!"  
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TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Allah’s signs of his existence                                                                                               
30:21-25,   ''Among His signs is this, that He created you from 

dust; and then, behold, ye are men scattered (far and wide)! And 

among His signs is this, that He created for you mates from 

among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, 

and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in 

that are signs for those who reflect. And among His signs is the 

creation of the heavens and the earth, and the variations in your 

languages and your colors: verily in that are signs for those who 

know. And among His signs is the sleep that ye take by night 

and by day, and the quest that ye (make for livelihood) out of 

His bounty: verily in that are signs for those who hearken [lis-

ten]. And among His signs, he shows you the lightning, by way 

both of fear and of hope, and He sends down rain from the sky 

and with it gives life to the earth after it is dead: Verily in that 

are signs for those who are wise. And among His signs is this, 

that heaven and earth stand by His command: then when He 

calls you, by a single call, from the earth, behold, ye (straight-

way) come forth.'' 

16:43-44,   ''And before thee also the messengers We sent were 

but men, to whom We granted inspiration: if ye realize this not, 

ask of those who possess the message. (We sent them) with 

clear signs and scriptures and We have sent down unto thee (al-

so) the message; that thou mayest explain clearly to men what is 

sent for them, and that they may give thought.'' 

 [A sign is an 'ayah', and so are called the verses of the Qur'an. They 

are  to be the signs or proofs that the Qur'an has been inspired by Al-

lah]  

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

31:6-7, 6:39, 2:28-32,21:30-33, 24:42-46, 29:23, 30:10, 30:46-

51,  30:58-60, 36:36-40, 28:87, 78:5-16. 
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Allah is gracious (al-rahman)                                                                     
42:19,  ''Gracious is Allah to His servants: He gives sustenance 

to whom He pleases: and He has power and can carry out His 

will.''   

19:96, ''On those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, 

will (Allah) most gracious bestow love.'' 

57:21,   ''Be ye foremost (in seeking) forgiveness from your 

Lord, and a garden (of bliss), the width whereof is as the width 

of heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah 

and His messengers: that is the grace of Allah, which He be-

stows on whom He pleases: and Allah is the Lord of grace 

abound.''    

He is beneficent and merciful (al-rahim)                                                   
57:9,   ''Allah is to you most kind and merciful.''    

26:140, ''Verily thy Lord is He, the exalted in might, most mer-

ciful.'' 

16:119,  ''Verily thy Lord, to those who do wrong in ignorance, 

but who thereafter repent and make amends, thy Lord, after all 

this, is oft-forgiving, most merciful.''  

[In each 'bismillah' the beginning verse of all Surahs except one, Allah 

is also called gracious and merciful]. 

More information you find in the appendix  '2. The use of the word 'Allah'  (P.301) 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

16:18-19, 59:22-24, 22:64-66, 3:129, 5:17, 50:43, 24:42.                

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is compassionate and gracious                                                                                                           
Psa 103:8-13,  "Yahweh is merciful and gracious,  

slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness.  

He will not always accuse;  

neither will he stay angry forever.  
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He has not dealt with us according to our sins,  

nor repaid us for our iniquities.  

For as the heavens are high above the earth,  

so great is his loving kindness toward those who fear him.  

As far as the east is from the west,  

so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

Like a father has compassion on his children,  

so Yahweh has compassion on those who fear him.."  

Psa 73:21-26,   "I am always with you; you hold me by my right 

hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will 

take me into glory. Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth 

has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may 

fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forev-

er."   

Psa 103:13-17, "Like a father has compassion on his children,  

so Yahweh has compassion on those who fear him.  

For he knows how we are made.  

He remembers that we are dust.  

As for man, his days are like grass.  

As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.  

For the wind passes over it, and it is gone.  

Its place remembers it no more.  

But Yahweh's loving kindness is from everlasting to everlasting 

with those who fear him."   

 
Isa 49:15,  "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have 

no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may 

forget, I will not forget you!" 

Psa 86:15,  "Like a father has compassion on his children,  

so Yahweh has compassion on those who fear him.  

For he knows how we are made.  

He remembers that we are dust…Yahweh's loving kindness is 

from everlasting to everlasting with those who fear him."  

                                                                                                                       

Further recommended reading is found in Psa 25:8-10, Isa 54:8.                      
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God is invisible                                                                                                             
1 Tim 1:17,  ''Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 

only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.'' 

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Allah is invisible                                                                                                                                 
6:103,   ''No vision can grasp him, but his grasp is over all vi-

sion: he is above all comprehension, yet is acquainted with all 

things.'' 

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is sovereign                                                                                          
Psa 33:8-9,   ''Let all the earth fear Yahweh.  

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.  

For he spoke, and it was done.  

He commanded, and it stood firm.'' 

                                               
Further recommended reading is found in Job 24:22-24,  Psa 

50:9-12, Psa 135:5-6, Psa 47:2, Job 12:13-15, Psa 95:1-8, Psa 

115:2, Rom 9:20-24, Lk 1:49-55, Psa 22:27-28, Deut 10:12-14, 

Isa 30:15, Psa 145:8-13, Psa 147:1, 1 Cor 12:5-13. 

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Allah, the Absolute                                                                                                                 
45:26-27,   ''Say: It is Allah Who gives you life, then gives you 

death; then He will gather you together for the Day of Judgment 

about which there is no doubt: but most men do not understand.  

To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, 

and the day that the Hour of judgment is established that day 

will the dealers in falsehood perish!'' 

42:49,  ''To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 

earth. He creates what He wills (and plans). He bestows (chil-

dren) male or female according to His will (and plan), or He 

bestows both males and females, and He leaves barren whom 

He will for He is full of knowledge an power.'' 
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2:284,   ''To Allah belongeth all that is in the heavens and on 

earth. Whether ye show what is in your minds or conceal it, Al-

lah calleth you to account for it. He forgiveth whom he 

pleaseth, and punisheth whom he pleaseth. For Allah hath pow-

er over all things.'' (See also pages 106-107) 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

7:178-180, 10:99-100, 3:26-31,14:4, 42:8-10, 5:40-41, 81:27-

29,   29:20-21, 3:129, 5:17, 50:43, 24:42, 16:10-16, 37:4-5, 

24:20-21, 4:131, 10:31-32, 22:14, 30:5-6, 30:26-27, 34:1-2, 

39:4-5, 4:32, 10:62-64, 13:42, 19:60-61, 31:20, 20:4-7, 53:31, 

67:15-16, 40:3, 39:36-38, 43:85.   

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is the judge of the world                                                                 
Psa 9:7-8,  ''Yahweh reigns forever. He has prepared his throne 

for judgment. He will judge the world in righteousness. He will 

administer judgment to the peoples in uprightness.''                                          

 [The Last Judgment at the end of time will be utter terror for many - 

and a time of the deepest joy for those who had been forgiven.] 

Jn 5:22-27,  [Jesus, speaking of himself said]: '''The Father 

judges no one, but he has given all judgment to the Son, that all 

may honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He who 

doesn't honour the Son doesn't honour the Father who sent him. 

Most certainly I tell you, he who hears my word, and believes 

him who sent me, has eternal life, and doesn't come into judg-

ment, but has passed out of death into life. Most certainly, I tell 

you, the hour comes, and now is, when the dead will hear the 

Son of God's voice; and those who hear will live. For as the Fa-

ther has life in himself, even so he gave to the Son also to have 

life in himself. He also gave him authority to execute judgment, 

because he is a son of man."  

Acts 17:31,  ''He [God] has appointed a day in which he will 

judge the world in righteousness by the man whom he has or-
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dained; of which he has given assurance to all men, in that he 

has raised him from the dead [Jesus]." 

Rev 20:12,   '' And I saw the dead, great and small, standing be-

fore the throne, and books were opened. Another book was 

opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged accord-

ing to what they had done as recorded in the books.''                                             

Rev 21:3-8,   ''And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

"Look! God's dwelling place is now among the people, and he 

will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them and be their God.  'He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death' or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." He 

who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything 

new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are 

trustworthy and true." He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will 

give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 

Those who overcome will inherit all this, and I will be their 

God and they will be my children.'  

''But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the 

sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters 

and all liars - they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning 

sulphur. This is the second death."  

Further recommended reading is found in Isa 33:22, Jer 17:10,  

Psa 83:18, Isa 40:28-31, Neh 9:6, Eph 3:20-21, Psa 83:18, 1 

Chron 29:11-13, Rev 4:11, Gen 2:7, Gen 2:18, Gen 2:22, Gen 

2:24, Gen 1:29,  Jn 4:23-24, Isa 30:15,  Psa 115:2-8, Deut 

10:12-14, Lk 1:46-55, Rom 9:18-24, 1 Cor 8:4-6, Isa 40:28-31, 

Psa 102:12, Psa 33:18, Deut 32:4, Ex 15:11, Jer 29:11-14, 1 

Kings 8:57-60, 1 Tim 2:1-6,  1.Sa 15:29,  Jas 1:17,  Acts 17:26-

27, 1.Sa 2:2, Lev 11:44, 1 Pet 1:15, Prov 9:10, Lk 1:35, 2 Chron 

19:10, Deut 4:25,  2 Chon 32:25-26, Joel 2:13,  Eph 2:3, Psa 

78:38, Isa 11:2-5, Psa 145:1-13, Ex 34:5-6, Col 1:15-17, Psa 

50:9-12,  Psa 135:5-6, 1 Cor 12:5-13, Heb 1:10-12, 1 Kings 

8:27,  Rev. 4:8, Isa 6:3, Num 14:18, Eze 7:3, Num 12:9, 2 
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Chron 34:21, 1 Thess 1:10,  Psa 94:2, Psa 96:10, Psa 7:11,  Jn 

12:47-48, Heb 10:30, 1 Pet 4:5,  Rev 20:4. 

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Allah is the judge                                                                                                                              
22: 17, ''Those who believe (in the Qur'an), those who follow 

the Jewish (scriptures), and the Sabians, Christians, Magians, 

and Polytheists, Allah will judge between them on the day of 

Judgment: For Allah is witness of all things.'' 

6: 57, '' [Muhammad,] Say: for me, I (work) on a clear sign from 

my Lord, but ye reject him. What ye would see hastened, is not 

in my power. The command rests with none but Allah: he de-

clares the truth, and he is the best of judges.'' 

22:56, '' On that Day the Dominion will be that of Allah: He 

will judge between them: so those who believe and work right-

eous deeds will be in Gardens of Delight.'' 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

4: 141, 40: 20, 60:10,  2:113, 3:55, 22:69, 32:25, 39:3, 45:17, 

60: 3.                                                                                                                               

Allah is irresistible                                                                                                 
59:23,  ''Allah is He, than whom there is no other god; the sov-

ereign, the Holy One, the source of peace (and perfection), the 

guardian of faith, the preserver of safety, the exalted in might, 

the irresistible, the supreme: Glory to Allah!''  

6:61, ''He is the irresistible, (watching) from above over his 

worshippers, and he sets guardians over you.  ''   

13:16,   ''Allah is the Creator of all things: he is the one, the su-

preme and irresistible.''  
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The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God respects the choice of man, and is not irresistible                                                                      
2 Chron 24:20, "This is what God says: 'Why do you disobey 

the LORD's commands? You will not prosper. Because you 

have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.'" [It is never 

God's will that people forsake him]. 

1 Sam 12:15,  ''…if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel 

against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was 

against your ancestors.''                                                                                                                             

1 Tim 2:3-4,  ''…God our Savior, … wants all people to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.'' [But most people 

actively or passively resist God's will]. 

 

Acts 7:51,  '"You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 

ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit! As your fathers did, so 

you do." 

                                                                                                                           

TheQur'an:TheQur'an:TheQur'an:TheQur'an:    

Allah has no son or partner                                                                                                                   
19:88-92,    ''They [Christians] say: (Allah) most gracious has 

begotten a son!  Indeed ye have put forth a thing most mon-

strous!  At it the skies are ready to burst, the earth to split 

asunder, and the mountains to fall down in utter ruin, that they 

should invoke a son for (Allah) most gracious.  For it is not 

consonant with the majesty of (Allah) most gracious that he 

should beget a son.'' 

23:91,  ''No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with 

Him: (if there were many gods) behold, each god would have 

taken away what he had created, and some would have lorded it 

over others! Glory to Allah! (He is free) from the (sort of) 

things they attribute to Him!'' 
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6:99-102,  ''Behold in these things there are signs for people 

who believe.  Yet they make the Jinns equals with Allah, 

though Allah did create the Jinns; and they falsely, having no 

knowledge, attribute to him sons and daughters. Praise and glo-

ry be to him (for he is) above what they attribute to Him!  To 

him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: how 

can he have a son when he hath no consort? He created all 

things, and He hath full knowledge of all things. That is Allah, 

your Lord! There is no god but He, the Creator of all things: 

then worship ye Him.''    

5: 75,  ''Christ, the son of Mary, was no more than a messenger; 

many were the messengers that passed away before him. His 

mother was a woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) 

food. See how Allah doth make his signs clear to them; yet see 

in what ways they are deluded away from the truth!''                                                                         

More information on this topic is provided in the appendix under  '3. Is Jesus a 
Partner of Allah?' (P. 290)  

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in 

Surahs10:68, 112:1-4, 2:115-117, 6:162-163, 25:2.     

Allah is one God (tawhid)                                                                                                        
3:18,   ''There is no god but He: That is the witness of Allah, his 

angels, and those endued with knowledge, standing firm on jus-

tice. There is no god but He, the exalted in power, the wise.'' 

23:91,  ''No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with 

Him: (if there were many gods) behold, each god would have 

taken away what he had created, and some would have lorded it 

over others! Glory to Allah! (He is free) from the (sort of) 

things they attribute to Him!'' 

19:35,  ''It is not befitting to (the majesty of) Allah that He 

should beget a son. Glory be to him! When he determines a 

matter, He only says to it, be, and it is.''                                                              

More information on this topic is provided in the appendix under  ' '3. Is Jesus a 
Partner of Allah?' (P. 290)  
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9:30-31,   ''The Jews call Uzair a son of Allah, and the Chris-

tians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from their 

mouth; (in this) they but imitate what the unbelievers of old 

used to say. Allah's curse be on them: how they are deluded 

away from the truth  They take their priests and their anchorites 

[hermit] to be their lords in derogation of Allah, and (they take 

as their Lord) Christ the son of Mary; yet they were command-

ed to worship but one Allah: there is no god but he. Praise and 

glory to him: (far is he) from having the partners they associate 

(with him).'' 

More information on this topic is provided in the appendix under  '4. Trinity in the 
Bible and Qur'an' (P. 291)            

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

4:116, 5:72-75, 6:100-102, 27:59-64, 3:129, 5:17, 50:43, 24:42,   

22:24-26,  2:135-137,  2:163, 16:1-3, 20:8,  21:108, 23:116-

117, 28:70,  28:88, 73:9, 10:68, 112:1-4, 2:115-117, 6:162-163, 

25:2.     

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is one in a unity                                                                                                        
Deut 6:4,  ''Hear, Israel: Yahweh is our God; Yahweh is one:   

and you shall love Yahweh your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your might.  ''  

1 Cor 8:4-6,    ''… we know that no idol is anything in the 

world, and that there is no other God but one. For though there 

are things that are called 'gods,' whether in the heavens or on 

earth; as there are many 'gods' and many 'lords;' yet to us there 

is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for him; 

and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and 

we live through him.''                                                                                                                                                 

More information on this topic is provided in the appendix under  '4. Trinity in the 
Bible and Qur'an' (P. 291)            

 



31 
 

 

Other titles of Allah:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth                                                                              
24:35,  "Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth.  ''                                          

The Lord of dawn                                                                                                                               
113:1,   ''Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of the dawn.''                                  

Lord of the worlds                                                                                          
37:182,  ''…Praise to Allah, the Lord and cherisher of the 

worlds''. 

45:36,   ''…praise be to Allah, Lord of the heavens and Lord of 

the earth, Lord and cherisher of all the worlds!'' 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surah  

56:77-80, 41:9.                                                                                                                    

Lord of mankind                                                                                     
114:1-3,  ''Say: I seek refuge with the Lord and cherisher of 

mankind, the king (or ruler) of mankind, the Allah (or judge) of 

mankind.'' 

Lord of the throne of honor                                                                                                       

20: 5-6,   ''(Allah) most gracious is firmly established on the 

throne (of authority). To Him belongs what is in the heavens 

and on earth, and all between the soil.'' 

Also read 43:82, 23:115-:116. 

Other attributes of God:                                                                                      

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is a believer's heavenly Father                                                                                          
Jn 1:12-13,  "As many as received him [Jesus], to them he gave 

the right to become God's children…" 
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1 Jn 3:1,   ''See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God! And that is what we 

are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him.''  

Rom 8:14,  ''As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are 

children of God.  " 

Gal 3:26,  ''In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith.''  

God is the 'shepherd' of his 'sheep'                                                           
[The Bible frequently uses this metaphor. It is clear what that implies, 

particularly when reading the 'Shepherds Psalm']:                                                       

Psa 23:1-4,6,   

Yahweh is my shepherd: I shall lack nothing.  

He makes me lie down in green pastures.  

He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul.  

He guides me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil, for you are with me. Your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me…  

Surely goodness and loving kindness shall follow me all the 

days of my life, and I will dwell in Yahweh's house forever."  

                                                                                                                          

Lk 15:4-7,  [Jesus taught]:  ''Suppose one of you has a hundred 

sheep and loses one of them. Doesn't he leave the ninety-nine in 

the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 

And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and 

goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and 

says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.'' 

Jn 10:2-18,  [Jesus taught this parable]: "'…one who enters in 

by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens 

the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name, and leads them out. Whenever he brings 
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out his own sheep, he goes before them, and the sheep follow 

him, for they know his voice...  

 "'I am the good shepherd.
 
 The good shepherd lays down his 

life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, 

who doesn't own the sheep, sees the wolf coming, leaves the 

sheep, and flees... I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and 

I'm known by my own; even as the Father knows me, and I 

know the Father. I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 

sheep, which are not of this fold  I must bring them also, and 

they will hear my voice."   

Further recommended reading is found in Eze 34:12 and 16, Jer 

31:10, Eze 34:23, Isa 40:10-11, Mt 2:6, Mt 9:36, Mt 25:31-34, 

Mk 6:34, Heb 13:20. 

God is man's provider                                                                            
Psa 145:15-19,  ''You give them their food in due season. You 

open your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living thing.  

Yahweh is righteous in all his ways, and gracious in all his 

works. Yahweh is near to all those who call on him, to all who 

call on him in truth. He will fulfill the desire of those who fear 

him. He also will hear their cry, and will save them.'' 

 

The Qur'an:                                                  The Qur'an:                                                  The Qur'an:                                                  The Qur'an:                                                          
Allah is man's provider                                                                                     
2:254,  "O ye who believe! spend out of (the bounties) we have 

provided for you, before the day comes when no bargaining 

(will avail), nor friendship nor intercession. Those who reject 

Faith they are the wrongdoers." 

3:170, "They rejoice in the Bounty provided by Allah: and with 

regard to those left behind, who have not yet joined them (in 

their bliss), the (martyrs) glory in the fact than on them is no 

fear, nor have they (cause to) grieve." 

40:64,  "It is Allah who has made for you the earth as a resting 

place, and the sky as a canopy, and has given you shape and 
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made your shapes beautiful, and has provided for you Suste-

nance, of things pure an good; such is Allah your Lord. So 

Glory to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!" 

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God is love - and imparts (accredits or assigns) his love 

on his people                                                                                            
Jer. 31:3, "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have 

drawn you with loving-kindness." 

Jn 3:16-17,  [Jesus said:]"…God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him."                           

Jn 15:9-13,Jesus said: "As the Father has loved me, so have I 

loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, 

you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 

commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my 

joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that one lay 

down his life for his friends." 

Rom. 5:6-8, "You see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly… God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners Christ died 

for us."   

Rom. 8:35-39, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness 

or danger or sword? As it is written: 'For your sake we face death 

all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered'. No, in 

all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 



35 
 

 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord."   

1 Jn 4:8-10 and 16, "God is love. This is how God showed his 

love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 

we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, 

but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 

our sins."                                                                                                                  

  Also read Gal 2:2, Gal 2:20, 1 Jn 3:1, 1 Jn 4:19, Psa 100:5, Psa 

36:5, Psa 63:3, Mt 5:43-44.   

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Allah's love                                                                                                                 
2:195,  ''Allah loveth those who do good.'' 

2:222,   ''…Allah loves those who turn to him constantly and he 

loves those who keep themselves pure and clean.'' 

3:31,  Say: "If ye do love Allah, follow me [Muhammad]: Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins; for Allah is oft-

forgiving, most merciful.'' 

3:134,  ''Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in 

adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men; for Allah 

loves those who do good.''  

9:108,  ''Allah loveth those who make themselves pure.'' 

61:4,  ''Truly Allah loves those who fight in His cause in battle 

array, as if they were a solid cemented structure.'' 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs  

5: 93, 5:13, 3:76, 5:42, 9:4, 9:7, 19: 96, 42: 23, 49:9, 60:8. 

Whom Allah does not love                                                                                                 
3:32,  "Allah loveth not those who reject faith.'' 
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3:57 and  42:40,  ''… Allah loveth not those who do wrong.'' 

4:36,   ''Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do 

good - to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, those in need, neighbors 

who are near, neighbors who are strangers, the companion by 

your side, the wayfarer (ye meet), and what your right hands 

possess [slaves]; for Allah loveth not the arrogant, the vainglori-

ous.'' 

7:31,   ''Eat and drink: but waste not by excess, for Allah loveth 

not the wasters.'' 

4:107,  ''… Allah loveth not one given to perfidy and crime.'' 

7:55,   ''…Allah loveth not those who trespass beyond bounds.''  

8:58,   ''…Allah loveth not the treacherous.'' 

16:22-23,   ''…Verily he loveth not the arrogant.'' 

31:18,  ''…walk [not] in insolence through the earth; for Allah 

loveth not any arrogant boaster.'' 

57:24,  ''…Allah loveth, not any vainglorious boaster, Such per-

sons as are covetous and commend covetousness to men.'' 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs   

2:275-276, 2:190, 2:205, 3:140, 5:67, 6:141, 28:76.    

Allah, the forgiving and loving  one                                                                                   

40:3,   [It is Allah] "Who forgiveth sin, accepteth repentance, is 

strict in punishment, and hath a long reach (in all things). There 

is no god but He to him: is the final goal.''  

35:29-30,  ''Those who rehearse the book of Allah, establish 

regular prayer, and spend (in charity) out of what We have pro-

vided for them, secretly and openly, hope for commerce that 

will never fail: For He will pay them their meed, nay, He will 
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give them (even) more out of His bounty: for He is oft-

forgiving, most ready to appreciate (service).'' 

71:10,  ''Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is oft-

forgiving.'' 

Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs 

2:73, 2:118, 2:225-226, 2:268-269, 3:31, 3:129, 3:155, 4:23, 

4:95, 4:110, 4:152, 5:73-74, 5:98. 5:101, 6:54. 6:165, 7:153, 

7:167, 8:70, 9:5, 9:25-26, 10:107, 11:97-98, 40:3, 42:23.      

Allah’s promises                                                                                                             
2:62,  ''Those who believe (in the Qur'an), and those who follow 

the Jewish (scriptures), and the Christians and the Sabians        

[a religious cult with unknown identity], any who believe in Allah 

and the Last Day, and work righteousness, shall have their re-

ward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they 

grieve.'' 

 7:42-43,  ''Those who believe and work righteousness - no bur-

den do We place on any soul, but that which it can bear- they 

will be companions of the garden, therein to dwell (forever).  

And we shall remove from their hearts any lurking sense of in-

jury - beneath them will be rivers flowing- and they shall say: 

"Praise be to Allah, who hath guided us to this (felicity): never 

could we have found guidance, had it not been for the guidance 

of Allah: indeed it was the truth that the messengers of our Lord 

brought unto us."   

33:35,  ''For Muslim men and women, for believing men and 

women, for devout men and women, for true men and women, 

for men and women who are patient and constant, for men and 

women who humble themselves, for men and women who give 

in charity, for men and women who fast (and deny themselves), 

for men and women who guard their chastity, and for men and 

women who engage much in Allah's praise, for them has Allah 

prepared forgiveness and great reward.'' 
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Further recommended reading on this topic you find in Surahs  

2:3-5, 61:9-12, 29:69, 9:71-72, 10:25-26, 2:212, 22:40, 2:272, 

9:111-112, 24:54-55, and 5:92, 47:36,  64:16-17, 7:170, 31:8-9, 

40:40,  47:2, 4:162, 2:24-25, 42:19-20,  43:68-70, 48:4-5, 

33:70-71,  39:10,  8:4, 10:9-10, 11:22-23, 13:21-23, 16:111, 

16:127-128, 17:25, 22:50,  22:54 + 57, 31:33, 25:68-76, 29:7-9, 

29:58, 35:7-8, 9:20, 47:12, 47:17, 3:198, 2:156-157, 2:265, 

2:262, 65:11, 58:21, 65:2-3.   

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
God's promises                                                                                                               
Psa 37:4-7,  ''… delight yourself in Yahweh, and he will give 

you the desires of your heart.  

Commit your way to Yahweh. Trust also in him, and he will do 

this: he will make your righteousness go forth as the light,  

and your justice as the noon day sun.'' 

Jn 14:15-20,  [Jesus said to his followers:] "'If you love me, keep 

my commandments. I will pray to the Father, and he will give 

you another Counselor, that he may be with you forever - the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world can't receive; for it doesn't see 

him, neither knows him. You know him, for he lives with you, 

and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans." 

  

Find more recommended reading in Psa 9:9-10,  Jn 10:27-29,    

Gen 17:1-8, Gen 22:2, 7-13, Ex 19:3-6, Gen 9:11-17, Psa 

145:8-13, Gen 12:1-3, Gen 13:14-16, Gen 15:6, Deut 4:1-2, 

Deut 4:11-13, Deut 4:26-30. 
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SATAN, THE OPPONENT OF GOD                            

Allah created Satan who is the enemy of Allah and 

mankind, and exercises a major influence on man's 

life. 

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
7: 11-18,   ''It is we who created you and gave you shape; then 

we bade the angels bow down to Adam, and they bowed down; 

not so Iblis; he refused to be of those who bow down. (Allah) 

said: What prevented thee from bowing down when I com-

manded thee? He said: I am better than he: Thou didst create Me 

from fire, and him from clay. (Allah) said: Get thee down from 

this: it is not for thee to be arrogant here: get out, for thou art of 

the meanest (of creatures). He said: Give me respite till the day 

they are raced up. (Allah) said: Be thou among those who have 

respite. He said: Because thou hast thrown me out (of the way) 

Lo! I will lie in wait for them on Thy straight way: Then will I 

assault them from before them and behind them, from their right 

and their left: Nor wilt Thou find, In most of them, gratitude (for 

Thy mercies) (Allah) said: "Get out from this, disgraced and ex-

pelled. If any of them follow thee, Hell will I fill with you all.'' 

24:21,   ''O ye who believe! Follow not Satan's footsteps: if any 

will follow the footsteps of Satan, he will (but) command what 

is shameful and wrong: and were it not for the grace and mercy 

of Allah on you, not one of you would ever have been pure: but 

Allah doth purify whom He pleases: and Allah is one Who hears 

and knows (all things).'' 

4: 117-121,   ''(The pagans), leaving him, call but upon female 

deities: they call but upon Satan the persistent rebel!  Allah did 

curse him, but he said: I will take of thy servants a portion 

marked off; I will mislead them, and I will create in them false 

desires; I will order them to slit the ears of cattle, and to deface 

the (fair) nature created by Allah. Whoever, forsaking Allah, 

takes Satan for a friend, hath of a surety suffered a loss that is 

manifest. Satan makes them promises, and creates in them false 

desires; but Satan's promises are nothing but deception. They 
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(his dupes) will have their dwelling in hell, and from it they will 

find no way of escape.'' 

5:90-91, ''Ye who believe intoxicants and gambling, (dedication 

of) stones, and (divination by) arrows, are an abomination, of 

Satan's handiwork: eschew such (abomination), that ye may 

prosper. Satan's plan is (but) to excite enmity and hatred be-

tween you, with intoxicants and gambling, and hinder you from 

the remembrance of Allah, and from prayer: will ye not then ab-

stain?'' 

114:1-6,   ''Say: I seek refuge with the Lord and cherisher of 

mankind, the king (or ruler) of mankind, the Allah (or Judge) of 

mankind, from the mischief of the whisperer (of evil), who 

withdraws (after his whisper), (the same) who whispers into the 

hearts of mankind, among [or from]  Jinns and among [or from] 

men.'' 

67:5,    ''And We have, (from of old), adorned the lowest heaven 

with lamps, and We have made such (lamps) (as) missiles to 

drive away the evil ones, and have prepared for them the penalty 

of the blazing fire.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an in Surahs  

7:19-20, 2:208, 43:61-62, 16:98-100, 3:140, 5:67, 3:140, 5:67, 

19: 83-84, 20:114-121, 35:6, 17:53,  8:10-11, 15:26-39, 7:200-

202.     

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
The origin of Satan - a rebellious angel                                                    

[An obvious pseudonym is used here]:                                                             
Eze 28:13-17  "You were in Eden, the garden of God; every 

precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz, emerald, chrysolite, 

onyx, jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and beryl. Gold work of tam-

bourines and of pipes was in you. In the day that you were 

created they were prepared. You were the anointed cherub who 

covers: and I set you, so that you were on the holy mountain of 

God; you have walked up and down in the midst of the stones of 
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fire. You were perfect in your ways from the day that you were 

created, until unrighteousness was found in you. By the abun-

dance of your traffic they filled the midst of you with violence, 

and you have sinned: therefore I have cast you as profane out of 

the mountain of God; and I have destroyed you, covering cher-

ub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Your heart was lifted up 

because of your beauty; you have corrupted your wisdom by 

reason of your brightness: I have cast you to the ground; I have 

laid you before kings, that they may see you." [Although the 'king 

of Tyrus' is addressed with these words,  he can only be seen as a type, 

as the text clearly suggests]  

Isa 14:12-14,   ''How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, 

son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you 

who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart, "I will 

ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of 

God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the ut-

most heights of Mount Zaphon. I will ascend above the tops of 

the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High."                                         

Gen 3:1-6,   ''Now the serpent was more subtle than any animal 

of the field which Yahweh God had made. He said to the wom-

an, "Has God really said, 'You shall not eat of any tree of the 

garden?'"                                                                                                             

"The woman said to the serpent, 'Of the fruit of the trees of the 

garden we may eat, but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 

middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat of it, nei-

ther shall you touch it, lest you die.'  

 "The serpent said to the woman, 'You won't surely die, for God 

knows that in the day you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.'                      

"When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 

it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit, and ate; and she gave some 

to her husband with her, and he ate..'' [Distrust in God led mankind 
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to death] [Whether the creation account of Adam and Eve is believed 

to be historical or symbolical is of no consequence in this text.]                                        

The nature and work of Satan is lying, deception, and 

destruction                                                                                                                  

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                  
Mt 13:19,  [Jesus warned:] "When anyone hears the word of the 

Kingdom, and doesn't understand it, the evil one comes, and 

snatches away that which has been sown in his heart. This is 

what was sown by the roadside." 

[Near the 'end of time', before Jesus is returning to our world, the 

'anti-Christ'  will appear to deceive and destroy most of mankind, end-

ing with the Battle of Armageddon]: 

 2 Thess 2:9-10,  ''The coming of the lawless one [Anti-Christ, al-

Dajjal] will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use 

all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that 

serve the lie, and all the ways that wickedness deceives those 

who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the 

truth and so be saved.''  

Jn 16:11  [Jesus said] ''... the prince of this world [Satan] now 

stands condemned.'' 

Rom 16:20,   ''The God of peace will soon crush Satan under 

your feet.''   

[Even Jesus in his humanity was tempted by the devil, but did not 

yield]:                                                                                                              

Mt 4:1-11,  "Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilder-

ness to be tempted by the devil. When he had fasted forty days 

and forty nights, he was hungry afterward.  The tempter came 

and said to him, 'If you are the Son of God, command that these 

stones become bread.'  

"But he answered, 'It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'
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"Then the devil took him into the holy city. He set him on the 

pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, 'If you are the Son of 

God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 'He will put his an-

gels in charge of you.' and, 'On their hands they will bear you 

up, so that you don't dash your foot against a stone.'"
 
  

"Jesus said to him, 'Again, it is written, 'You shall not test the 

Lord, your God.'   

"Again, the devil took him to an exceedingly high mountain, 

and showed him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory. 

He said to him, "I will give you all of these things, if you will 

fall down and worship me."  

"Then Jesus said to him, 'Get behind me, Satan! For it is written, 

'You shall worship the Lord your God, and you shall serve him 

only.' Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and 

served him."  

Mt 13:18-23,   [Jesus explained]: "Hear, then, the parable of the 

farmer.   When anyone hears the word of the Kingdom, and 

doesn't understand it, the evil one comes, and snatches away that 

which has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown by the 

roadside.   What was sown on the rocky places, this is he who 

hears the word, and immediately with joy receives it;   yet he 

has no root in himself, but endures for a while. When oppression 

or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stum-

bles.   What was sown among the thorns, this is he who hears 

the word, but the cares of this age and the deceitfulness of riches 

choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.   What was sown on 

the good ground, this is he who hears the word, and understands 

it, who most certainly bears fruit, and brings forth, some one 

hundred times as much, some sixty, and some thirty."  

Jn 8:44  '''You [Jewish theologians] You are of your father, the 

devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and doesn't stand in the truth, be-
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cause there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks 

on his own; for he is a liar, and its father.'" 

Mt 25:41, "Then he will say also to those on the left hand [those 

who showed no compassion to their fellow men], 'Depart from me, 

you cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil 

and his angels." 

Jn 14:28-30,  [Jesus said]: "'You heard how I told you, 'I go 

away, and I come to you.' If you loved me, you would have re-

joiced, because I said 'I am going to my Father;' for the Father is 

greater than I. Now I have told you before it happens so that, 

when it happens, you may believe. I will no more speak much 

with you, for the prince of the world [Satan]comes, and he has 

nothing in me.'" 

Our protection from Satan                                                                           
2 Cor 11:3-4,   ''I am afraid that somehow, as the serpent de-

ceived Eve in his craftiness, so your minds might be corrupted 

from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he who comes 

preaches another Jesus, whom we did not preach, or if you re-

ceive a different spirit, which you did not receive, or a different 

'good news', which you did not accept, you put up with that well 

enough..''   

Gal 1:6-12,   [The Apostle Paul writes:] ''I am astonished that you 

are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the 

grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel - which is 

really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 

into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.  

''But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim a gos-

pel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under 

God's curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If an-

ybody is proclaiming to you a gospel other than what you 

accepted, let them be under God's curse!  

''Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of 

God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to 
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please people, I would not be a servant of Christ. I want you to 

know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of 

human origin.  I did not receive it from any man, nor was I 

taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.''  

[Everyone, other than a child or mentally challenged person that is un-

fit to be accountable, is guilty before God to have lived in 

contradiction to the will of God.] 

Heb 2:14-15,  ''Since then the children [stands for mankind] have 

shared in flesh and blood, he also himself in like manner par-

took of the same, that through death he might bring to nothing 

him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might de-

liver all of them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 

subject to bondage.'' 

1 Jn 3:7-9,  ''Dear children [stands for 'children of God'], do not let   

anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is right-

eous, just as he [God the Father] is righteous. The one who does 

what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning 

from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 

destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of God will con-

tinue to sin, because God's seed remains in them; they cannot go 

on sinning, because they have been born of God.''                               

Eph 6:11-12,   ''Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is 

not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against 

the powers, against the world's rulers of the darkness of this age, 

and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 

places.'' 

1 Jn 2:15-17,   ''Do not love the world or anything in the world. 

If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For 

everything in the world - the lust of the sinful nature, the lust of 

the eyes, and the pride of life - comes not from the Father but 

from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but who-

ever does the will of God lives forever.'' 
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2 Cor 4:2-4,  ''…we have renounced the hidden things of shame, 

not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceit-

fully; but by the manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. Even if 

our Good News is veiled, it is veiled in those who perish; in 

whom the god of this world [Satan] has blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving, that the light of the Good News of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn on them..''  

1 Jn 5:18-19,  ''We know that anyone born of God does not con-

tinue to sin; the One who was born of God keeps them safe, and 

the evil one cannot harm them.''   

Jas 4:7,  ''Be subject therefore to God. But resist the devil, and 

he will flee from you.''   

Lk 10:19, [Jesus said to his disciples]: "I have given you authority 

to trample on snakes and scorpions [symbol of the devil] and to 

overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you."  

1 Pet 5:5-9,   ''All of you, clothe yourselves with humility to-

ward one another, because, 'God opposes the proud but shows 

favour to the humble.' Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all 

your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be alert and of 

sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 

lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in 

the faith.''  

Psa 31:1-5,  ''You redeem me, Yahweh, God of truth.  

In you, Yahweh, I take refuge. Let me never be disappointed.  

Deliver me in your righteousness. Bow down your ear to me.  

Deliver me speedily. Be to me a strong rock, a house of defense 

to save me. For you are my rock and my fortress,  

therefore for your name's sake lead me and guide me.  

Pluck me out of the net that they have laid secretly for me,  

for you are my stronghold. Into your hand I commend my spir-

it.'' 
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The fate of the devil when Jesus returns to the earth for 

judgment                                                                                                  
Rev 19:11-21,  [This is a prophetic view in symbolic language]  I 

saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and he who 

sat on it is called Faithful and True. In righteousness he judges 

and makes war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and on his head are 

many crowns. He has names written and a name written which 

no one knows but he himself. He is clothed in a garment sprin-

kled with blood. His name is called "The Word of God." The 

armies which are in heaven followed him on white horses, 

clothed in white, pure, fine linen. Out of his mouth proceeds a 

sharp, double-edged sword, that with it he should strike the na-

tions. He will rule them with an iron rod. He treads the 

winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the Almighty. 

He has on his garment and on his thigh a name written, 'KING 

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.'  

"I saw an angel standing in the sun. He cried with a loud voice, 

saying to all the birds that fly in the sky, "Come! Be gathered 

together to the great supper of God, that you may eat the flesh of 

kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, and the 

flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all 

men, both free and slave, and small and great." I saw the beast, 

and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 

make war against him who sat on the horse, and against his ar-

my. The beast was taken, and with him the false prophet who 

worked the signs in his sight, with which he deceived those who 

had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 

image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that 

burns with sulfur. The rest were killed with the sword of him 

who sat on the horse, the sword which came forth out of his 

mouth. All the birds were filled with their flesh." 

Rev 20:1-3,   "I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, hav-

ing the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. He seized 

the dragon, the old serpent, which is the devil and Satan, who 

deceives the whole inhabited earth, and bound him for a thou-

sand years, and cast him into the abyss, and shut it, and sealed it 
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over him, that he should deceive the nations no more, until the 

thousand years were finished. After this, he must be freed for a 

short time.''  

Rev 20:7-10,   "And after the thousand years, Satan will be re-

leased from his prison, and he will come out to deceive the 

nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 

Magog, to gather them together to the war; the number of whom 

is as the sand of the sea. They went up over the breadth of the 

earth, and surrounded the camp of the saints, and the beloved 

city. Fire came down out of heaven from God, and devoured 

them. The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of 

fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are also. 

They will be tormented day and night forever and ever." 
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MAN IN RELATION TO HIS CREATOR                               

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
The purpose of man [is outlined 'in between lines', and amounts 

to God's wish for us to live in a close relationship with him, and to en-

joy his love forever] 

Gen 1:26-27,  ''God said, "Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and 

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth." God created man in his own image. In God's image 

he created him; male and female he created them..'' 

Jer 29:11,   '''I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says 

Yahweh, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you hope in 

your latter end.'''  

Mic 6:8,  ''He has shown you, O man, what is good. What does 

Yahweh require of you, but to act justly, to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly with your God?"  

 

Eph 2:10,  ''we are his [God's] workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared before that we would 

walk in them.'' 

1 Thess 5:20-23, "…Test all things, and hold firmly that which 

is good. Abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace 

himself sanctify you completely. May your whole spirit, soul, 

and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Je-

sus Christ..''  

Psa 100:1-3  ''Shout for joy to Yahweh, all you lands!  

Serve Yahweh with gladness. Come before his presence with 

singing. Know that Yahweh, he is God. It is he who has made 

us, and we are his.  

We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.'' 

 

Jer 3:19,   "I myself [God] said, "'How gladly would I treat you 

like my children and give you a pleasant land, the most beautiful 
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inheritance of any nation.' I thought you would call me 'Father' 

and not turn away from following me.''' 

Jn 14:20   ''On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, 

and you are in me, and I am in you.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Mt 5:48, Eph 1:11-12, 

Jn 17:22-24.       

God has a plan for man                                                                                     

Isa 55:6-9,   ''Seek you Yahweh while he may be found; call you 

on him while he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the 

unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to Yahweh, 

and he will have mercy on him; and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-

ther are your ways my ways, says Yahweh. For as the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.''  

Deut. 10:12-14,  ''Now, Israel, what does Yahweh your God re-

quire of you, but to fear Yahweh your God, to walk in all his 

ways, and to love him, and to serve Yahweh your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul, to keep the commandments of 

Yahweh, and his statutes, which I command you this day for 

your good? Behold, to Yahweh your God belongs heaven and 

the heaven of heavens, the earth, with all that is therein.''   

Man was made 'in the likeness of God':                                                                                       
Gen 1:26-28,  God said, "Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and 

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth."   God created man in his own image. In God's image 

he created him; male and female he created them.   God blessed 

them. God said to them, "Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 

subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 

of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."   
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Gen 2:15-17,  ''Yahweh God took the man, and put him into the 

garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. Yahweh God com-

manded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may 

freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you 

shall not eat of it; for in the day that you eat of it you will surely 

die.'' 

Gen 2:22,  ''He made the rib, which Yahweh God had taken 

from the man, into a woman, and brought her to the man.''  

Further recommended reading is found in Gen 2:7.    

God intended man to stay that way                                                                                            
Hab 1:13,  ''Your eyes [God] are too pure to look on evil; you 

cannot tolerate wrongdoing.'' 

Mt 5:48,   [Jesus said]: "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as 

your Father in heaven is perfect." 

Eph 4:17-24,  This I say…, and testify in the Lord, that you no 

longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles also walk, in the futility 

of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, alienated 

from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, 

because of the hardening of their hearts; who having become 

callous gave themselves up to lust, to work all uncleanness with 

greediness. But you did not learn Christ that way; if indeed you 

heard him, and were taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus: that 

you put away, as concerning your former way of life, the old 

man, that grows corrupt after the lusts of deceit; and that you be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new man, 

who in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness 

and holiness of truth.''  

Mt 19:16-22,   ''A man came up to Jesus and asked, 'Teacher, 

what good thing must I do to get eternal life?' 'Why do you ask 

me about what is good?' Jesus replied. 'There is only One who is 

good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.' 'Which 

ones?' he inquired. Jesus replied, 'You shall not murder, you 

shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give 
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false testimony, honor your father and mother,' and 'love your 

neighbor as yourself.'  

"'All these I have kept,' the young man said. 'What do I still 

lack?'  Jesus answered, 'If you want to be perfect, go, sell your 

possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow me.' When the young man heard 

this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.''  

Rom 12:1-2,   ''…I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual service. Don't be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that 

you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect will 

of God.'' 

 

The purpose and condition of man according to the 

Qur’an                                                                                                             

The Qur'an:                                                                                The Qur'an:                                                                                The Qur'an:                                                                                The Qur'an:                                                                                
80:17-32,   ''Woe to man! What hath made him reject Allah?  

From what stuff hath He created him? From a sperm drop: He 

hath created him, and then mouldeth him in due proportions; 

Then doth He make his path smooth for him; Then He causeth 

him to die, and putteth him in his grave; then, when it is His 

will, He will raise him up (again). By no means hath he fulfilled 

what Allah hath commanded him. Then let man look at his food, 

(and how We provide it): For that We pour forth water in abun-

dance, And We split the earth in fragments, And produce therein 

corn, and grapes and nutritious plants, and olives and dates, and 

enclosed gardens, dense with lofty trees, and fruits and fodder, 

for use and convenience to you and your cattle.''   

90:4-5,   ''Verily We have created man into toil and struggle. 

Thinketh he, that none hath power over him?'' 

70:19-21,   ''Truly man was created very impatient; fretful when 

evil touches him; And niggardly when good reaches him.'' 
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17:83-84,  ''... when we bestow our favors on man, he turns 

away and becomes remote on his side (instead of coming to us), 

and when evil seizes him he gives himself up to despair! Say: 

everyone acts according to his own disposition: but your Lord 

knows best who it is that is best guided on the way.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 42:49-51, 

55:3-4, 17:100, 51:56-57, 2:285, 4:136,  4: 111, 4:27-32, 17:11, 

and 13-15, 18:7-8, 17:65-67, 23:1-7,  30:28-29, 75:34-36.       
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GOD AND MAN IN CONFLICT                                                                                                      

Already the first temptation led to the first sin of the 

first man                                                                                        

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Gen 3:1-6,   ''Now the serpent was more subtle than any animal 

of the field which Yahweh God had made. He said to the wom-

an, 'Has God really said, "You shall not eat of any tree of the 

garden?"  

The woman said to the serpent, "Of the fruit of the trees of the 

garden we may eat, but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 

middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat of it, nei-

ther shall you touch it, lest you die.'"  

The serpent said to the woman, "You won't surely die, for God 

knows that in the day you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit, and ate; and she gave some 

to her husband with her, and he ate.'' 

[What happened in the Garden of Eden happened and happens to all 

of us. The deceiver, the devil, cunningly tempts us, and all too often 

succeeds to captivate us. Just consider: the forbidden 'fruit' looks 

good, pleases the eye, it is desirable, it promises to make one 'wise', it 

is considered worth to act against God's order and will. It ultimately 

means nothing less than indifference toward God who was literally   

dying to set us free from a compulsive self-centered life to enjoy a  

contented one in harmony with God, our surrounds and ourselves. It is 

very difficult to imagine someone who regrets to live such a life.]      

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '5, Original sin' (P.295)                                                    

Actions have consequences!                                                                                                   
Gen 3:17-19,  ''To Adam he said, "Because you have listened to 

your wife's voice, and have eaten of the tree, of which I com-

manded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the 

ground for your sake. In toil you will eat of it all the days of 
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your life. Thorns also and thistles will it bring forth to you; and 

you will eat the herb of the field. By the sweat of your face will 

you eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you 

were taken. For you are dust, and to dust you shall return."  

Isa 59:2,   '…'your iniquities have separated between you and 

your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you, so that 

he will not hear.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 3:9-18.   

God assesses the intentions of our hearts                                                                                     
Heb 4:12-13, ''…the word of God is living, and active… and is 

able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  

"There is no creature that is hidden from his sight, but all things 

are naked and laid open before the eyes of him with whom we 

have to do.''  

Satan finds a complying ally in us                                                             
Jas 4:17,  ''To him therefore who knows to do good, and doesn't 

do it, to him it is sin.''                                                     

 

Psa 36:1-2,  ''I have a message from God in my heart concerning 

the sinfulness of the wicked: There is no fear of God before their 

eyes. In their own eyes they flatter themselves too much to de-

tect or hate their sin.''                                                                                                    

 

Mk 7:21-23,  "'From within, out of the hearts of men, proceed 

evil thoughts, adulteries, sexual sins, murders, thefts, coveting, 

wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, an evil eye, blasphemy, 

pride, and foolishness. All these evil things come from within, 

and defile the man.'" 

 

Rom 3:22-23,  ''There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.''  

                                                                                                                                 

Gen 6:5-6,  "Yahweh saw that the wickedness of man was great 

in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
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heart was only evil continually. Yahweh was sorry that he had 

made man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart.''                                                                                        

Jer 17:9-10,  ''The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond 

cure. Who can understand it?''  

Keeping the law and commandments of God means to 

keep all of them                                                                                                             
Deut 27:26,  ''Cursed is anyone who does not uphold the words 

of this law by carrying them out. Then all the people shall say, 

'Amen!''' 

Deut 5:29, "Oh that there were such a heart in them, that they 

would fear me, and keep all my commandments always…" 

Jas 2:10-11,   ''…whoever keeps the whole law, and yet stum-

bles in one point, he has become guilty of all. For he who said, 

'Do not commit adultery,'  also said, 'Do not commit murder.'  

Now if you do not commit adultery, but murder, you have be-

come a transgressor of the law.'' 

Rom 2:12,  ''… as many as have sinned without law will also 

perish without the law. As many as have sinned under the law 

will be judged by the law.'' ['Under the law' were and are in fact all 

who try to obtain entry to heaven by their own effort. They have 'fallen 

from grace' (Gal 5:4)] 

The severity of evil is symbolically demonstrated in the 

words of Jesus:                                                                                  
Mk 9:43-48,  [Speaking of temptation Jesus said]: "'If your hand 

causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into 

life maimed, rather than having your two hands to go into Ge-

henna, into the unquenchable fire, 'where their worm doesn't die, 

and the fire is not quenched.' If your foot causes you to stumble, 

cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life lame, rather than 

having your two feet to be cast into Gehenna, into the fire that 

will never be quenched - 'where their worm doesn't die, and the 

fire is not quenched.' If your eye causes you to stumble, cast it 

out. It is better for you to enter into the Kingdom of God with 
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one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into the Gehenna 

of fire, 'where their worm doesn't die, and the fire is not 

quenched.'" 

Nobody 'gets away with it'                                                                                                   
Lk 12:2-5,   [Jesus explained]: ''There is nothing concealed that 

will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 

What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and 

what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be 

proclaimed from the roofs. I tell you, my friends, do not be 

afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 

But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after 

your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. 

Yes, I tell you, fear him.''  

Nobody can claim ignorance                                                                      
Rom 1:17-22,   "…in it [the Law] is revealed God's righteousness 

from faith to faith. As it is written, 'But the righteous shall live 

by faith.'
 
 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 

truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known of God is 

revealed in them, for he revealed it to them. For the invisible 

things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

being perceived through the things that are made, even his ever-

lasting power and divinity; that they may be without excuse. 

Because, knowing God, they didn't glorify him as God, neither 

gave thanks, but became vain in their reasoning, and their sense-

less heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 

became fools...''  

[God sent prophets like Moses to introduce the Law of God, and even-

tually the Messiah Jesus with the Gospel to warn, guide and save 

people. 600 years after that Muhammad was born.] 

 
[Many people believe that good deeds compensate for bad ones, and  

that Allah is most merciful and gracious and oft forgiving. The Bible 

expresses strongly that sin in Gods sight is much more serious and   

actually detrimental,. Feeling self-sufficient, hey appear rather opti-
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mistic regarding the Last Judgment, and subsequently do not really see 

the need for a savior, who will lift their burden of sin. Let us take the 

contemporaries of Noah as an example]: 

 God grieves when his children turn away from him   
Gen 6:5-8,  "Yahweh saw that the wickedness of man was great 

in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 

heart was only evil continually. Yahweh was sorry that he had 

made man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart. Yahweh 

said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the surface 

of the ground; man, along with animals, creeping things, and 

birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them." But No-

ah found favor in Yahweh's eyes.'' 
 

Hab 1:13,  Your [God,s] eyes are too pure to look on evil; you 
[God] cannot tolerate wrongdoing. 
  

Lk 19:10,  [Jesus, speaking of himself said]: "The Son of Man 

came to seek and to save the lost." [This is viewed differently in the 

Qur'an]: 

 

Allah is not harmed by the folly of man                                                   

The Qur'The Qur'The Qur'The Qur'aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                

39:7,  ''If ye reject (Allah), truly Allah hath no need of you.'' 

3:177,  ''Those who purchase unbelief at the price of faith, not 

the least harm will they do to Allah, but they will have a griev-

ous punishment.'' 

 11:57,  ''If ye turn away, I (at least) have conveyed the message 

with which I was sent to you. My Lord will make another peo-

ple to succeed you, and you will not harm him in the least.''                                                                     
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THE PURPOSE OF GOD'S  LAW   

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
[You will find it easy to recognize that there are two forces aiming to 

attract us. One is thoroughly good and centers in God, the other is evil 

and enslaving us to a compulsive lifestyle that we cannot control. We 

all experience that. There are natural as well as spiritual and moral 

laws at work in our world. God as the creator sets the standard, he is 

the law-giver. This is viciously opposed by Satan.]   

God's Law instructs in righteous living                                                 
Deut 4:1-2,  ''Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and to the ordi-

nances, which I teach you, to do them; that you may live, and go 

in and possess the land which Yahweh, the God of your fathers, 

gives you. You shall not add to the word which I command you, 

neither shall you diminish from it, that you may keep the com-

mandments of Yahweh your God which I command you.''                               

Deut 4:39-40,   ''Know therefore this day, and lay it to your 

heart, that Yahweh he is God in heaven above and on the earth 

beneath; there is none else. You shall keep his statutes, and his 

commandments, which I command you this day, that it may go 

well with you, and with your children after you, and that you 

may prolong your days in the land, which Yahweh your God 

gives you, forever....''  

Deut 6:4-7,  ''Hear, Israel: Yahweh is our God; Yahweh is one: 

and you shall love Yahweh your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your might. These words, which 

I command you this day, shall be on your heart; and you shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them 

for a sign on your hand, and they shall be for symbols between 

your eyes. You shall write them on the door posts of your house, 

and on your gates..'' 

Mt 22:37-40,   [To the question which is the greatest commandment] 

"Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God with all 
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your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 

first and great commandment. A second likewise is this,  You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
 The whole law and the 

prophets depend on these two commandments.'" 

[A perfect world could only exist without selfishness, greed, covetous-

ness, envy, pride, jealousy, adultery, deceit, excesses, slander etc. 

Having this in mind Jesus taught]: 

Mat 7:12,  "In everything do to others what you would have 

them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the prophets."  

God did give man the freedom of choice.. We may want to do God's 

Law and do it, or we choose to decline. Sadly, all too often we choose 

what pleases us rather than what is right. To verify this fact we only 

need to honestly check on ourselves to be painfully aware of this. To 

make us aware of our inclination, God fitted us with a conscience, and 

in addition introduced his law.]  

Our conscience serves as an innate guideline for                                                       

righteous living                                                                       
Rom 2:14-15,   '' ... when Gentiles [non-Jews] who don't have the 

law do by nature the things of the law, these, not having the law, 

are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of the law 

written in their hearts, their conscience testifying with them, and 

their thoughts among themselves accusing or else excusing 

them.''   

For clearer instructions God added his law                                         

Ex 19:3-7,   ''Moses went up to God, and Yahweh called to him 

out of the mountain, saying, 'This is what you shall tell the 

house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: You have seen 

what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' 

wings, and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will 

indeed obey my voice, and keep my covenant, then you shall be 

my own possession from among all peoples; for all the earth is 

mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests, and a holy 

nation.' These are the words which you shall speak to the chil-

dren of Israel.  Moses came and called for the elders of the 



63 
 

 

people, and set before them all these words which Yahweh 

commanded him."  

[The Law is condensed in the 'Ten Commandments', and was first of 

all  explicitly given to the Israelites in Ex 20 to 24, Lev 10 to 27, Num  

5, and Deut  4 to 27].   

Deut 4:44-45,   ''This is the law which Moses set before the 

children of Israel: these are the testimonies, and the statutes, and 

the ordinances, which Moses spoke to the children of Israel, 

when they came forth out of Egypt.''  

Deut 5:1-2,   ''Moses called to all Israel, and said to them, Hear, 

Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which I speak in your ears 

this day, that you may learn them, and observe to do them.  

Yahweh our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. [Sinai].''  

Deut 6:4-7,   '' Hear, Israel: Yahweh is our God; Yahweh is one: 

and you shall love Yahweh your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your might. These words, which 

I command you this day, shall be on your heart; and you shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down, and when you rise up..''  

 Deut 5:32-33,  ''You shall observe to do therefore as Yahweh 

your God has commanded you: you shall not turn aside to the 

right hand or to the left. You shall walk in all the way which 

Yahweh your God has commanded you, that you may live, and 

that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your 

days in the land which you shall possess....'' 

Jer 31:32,  ''Behold, the days come, says Yahweh, that I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the 

house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with 

their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they broke, 

although I was a husband to them, says Yahweh..''  
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Further recommended reading is found in Ex 34:29.                                              

The covenant law of God with Israel was its constitu-

tion                                                                                                                                                         
[The ten commandments are a condensation of the whole law]  

Ex 20:1  ''And God spoke all these words'' [The Ten Command-

ments][to Moses]:  

"I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other 

gods before me.  

"You shall not make for yourselves an idol, nor any image of 

anything that is in the heavens above, or that is in the earth be-

neath, or that is in the water under the earth: you shall not bow 

yourself down to them, nor serve them, for I, Yahweh your God, 

am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the chil-

dren, on the third and on the fourth generation of those who hate 

me, and showing loving kindness to thousands of those who 

love me and keep my commandments.  

"You shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain, 

for Yahweh will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in 

vain.  

''Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh 

day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not 

do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your 

male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner re-

siding in your towns.  

''For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy 

"Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be 

long in the land which Yahweh your God gives you.  
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"You shall not murder.  

"You shall not commit adultery.  

"You shall not steal.  

"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.  

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet 

your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female serv-

ant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your 

neighbor's." (Emphasis by the author.) 

[When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet 

and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear and stayed at 

a distance.]  

1 Jn 3:4,   ''Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is law-

lessness.'' 

Mt 22:35-40,   ''One of them, an expert in the law, tested him 

[Jesus] with this question: 'Teacher, which is the greatest com-

mandment in the Law?'"  

''Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and 

greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your 

neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on the-

se two commandments."  

Gal 5:14, ''The entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one com-

mand: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  

Rom 13:9-10,   ''…the commandments, 'You shall not commit 

adultery,' 'You shall not murder,' 'You shall not steal,' 'You shall 

not give false testimony,' 'You shall not covet,' and whatever 

other commandments there are, are all summed up in this say-

ing, namely, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' Love 
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doesn't harm a neighbor. Love therefore is the fulfillment of the 

law.''                                                         

Isa 48:17-18,  ''This is what the LORD says - your Redeemer, 

the Holy One of Israel: "I am the LORD your God, who teaches 

you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should 

go. If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace 

would have been like a river, your well-being like the waves of 

the sea.''                                                                                                                                                

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 5:13.      

Breaking of the law demands punishment                                               

[To understand judgment and punishment rightly, we have to consider 

God's holiness, and total righteous. If he would not judge and punish 

transgressions of his perfect Law, which would also be the perfect law 

for the human society, he would neither be righteous, nor holy. Don't 

we get upset, when evil men after having committed a heinous crime 

are going out scot-free?]                                                                                                                                            

A law does not save, it judges and condemns                                                                                            
[We are likely to compare ourselves with others, and may seem to do 

well with that, but we need to measure ourselves along Jesus, and 

there we fail utterly]. 

Gal 3:10-11,  ''…as many as are of the works of the law are un-

der a curse. For it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who doesn't 

continue in all things that are written in the book of the law, to 

do them.' Now that no man is justified by the law before God is 

evident…" 

Rom 8:7,  "…the mind of the flesh is hostile towards God; for it 

is not subject to God's law, neither indeed can it be.''  

Jas 1:21-24,  ''Therefore, putting away all filthiness and over-

flowing of wickedness, receive with humility the implanted 

word [of God], which is able to save your souls. But be doers of 

the word, and not only hearers, deluding your own selves. For if 

anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 
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looking at his natural face in a mirror; for he sees himself, and 

goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.'' 

Isa 64:5-6,   ''How then can we be saved? All of us have become 

like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy 

rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins 

sweep us away.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 10:1-13.     

The wrath of God                                                                                                             
Hes 7:7-9,  ''Your doom is come to you, inhabitant of the land 

[of Israel in B.C. 750]: the time is come, the day is near, a day of 

tumult, and not of joyful shouting, on the mountains. Now will I 

shortly pour out my wrath on you, and accomplish my anger 

against you, and will judge you according to your ways; and I 

will bring on you all your abominations. My eye shall not spare, 

neither will I have pity: I will bring on you according to your 

ways; and your abominations shall be in the midst of you; and 

you shall know that I, Yahweh, do strike..''  

 

Zeph 1:14-15,  ''The great day of Yahweh is near. It is near, and 

hurries greatly, the voice of the day of Yahweh. The mighty 

man cries there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of dis-

tress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness 

and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness.'' 

 

God's wrath and anger are still burning today against 

all hypocrisy, pride, indifference towards God, as well 

as open rebellion.                                                                                                         
[When we sin, we do  not  'just' sin against the Law, but against God.]                      

Rom 1:18-20,  ''… the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who sup-

press the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known 

of God is revealed in them, for God revealed it to them. For the 

invisible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly 

seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his 
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everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without ex-

cuse.''  

Rom 2:8,   ''…for those who are self-seeking, and don't obey the 

truth, but obey unrighteousness, will be wrath and indignation.'' 

Rom 2:5,   ''…according to your hardness and unrepentant heart 

you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath, 

revelation, and of the righteous judgment of God.''                                                                         

Eph 2:3,  ''…among whom we also all once lived in the lust of 

our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.'' 

1 Thess 5:9,   ''God didn't appoint us to wrath, but to the obtain-

ing of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.'' 

Jn 3:36,  "'One who believes in the Son has eternal life, but one 

who disobeys the Son won't see life, but the wrath of God re-

mains on him.'" 

Further recommended reading is found in 2 Cor 1:3-4,  Num 

14:18, Eze 7:3, Num 12:9,  2 Chron 34:21,  1 Thess 1:10.    

Believers respond positively to God's Law                                               
Psa119:11,  ''I have hidden your word in my heart that I might 

not sin against you.'' 

Psa119:37, ''Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve 

my life according to your word.'' 

Psa119:47, ''I delight in your commands because I love them.'' 

Psa119:72, ''The Law from your mouth is more precious to me 

than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.'' 

Psa 119:105, ''Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 

path.'' 
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Psa 119:129, ''Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey 

them. The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives under-

standing to the simple.'' 

Psa 119:165, ''Great peace have they who love your Law.''  

Because no one fully kept God's law, his grace and 

mercy remain our only hope                      
Gal 3:9-11,   ''…as many as are of the works of the law are un-

der a curse. For it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who doesn't 

continue in all things that are written in the book of the law, to 

do them.' Now that no man is justified by the law before God is 

evident, for, 'The righteous will live by faith.'" 

"Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, 

because 'the righteous will live by faith.'  

     Gal 3:21-26,  ''...if there had been a law given which could make 

alive, most certainly righteousness would have been of the law. 

But the Scriptures imprisoned all things under sin, that the 

promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who be-

lieve. But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the 

law, confined for the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 

So that the law has become our tutor to bring us to Christ, that 

we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 

are no longer under a tutor. For you are all children of God, 

through faith in Christ Jesus.'' 

 

Rom 2:1-8,  ''…you are without excuse, O man, whoever you 

are who judge. For in that which you judge another, you con-

demn yourself. For you who judge practice the same things.  We 

know that the judgment of God is according to truth against 

those who practice such things. Do you think this, O man who 

judges those who practice such things, and do the same, that you 

will escape the judgment of God? Or do you despise the riches 

of his goodness, forbearance, and patience, not knowing that the 

goodness of God leads you to repentance? But according to your 

hardness and unrepentant heart you are treasuring up for your-
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self wrath in the day of wrath, revelation, and of the righteous 

judgment of God; who will pay back to everyone according to 

their works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glo-

ry, honor, and incorruptibility, eternal life; but to those who are 

self-seeking, and don't obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

will be wrath and indignation.''                                                                                       

Rom 5:8-9,  ''…God commends his own love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, 

being now justified by his blood, we will be saved from God's 

wrath through him.!''  

Rom 6:15-18,  "What then? Shall we sin, because we are not 

under law, but under grace? May it never be! …Don't you know 

that to whom you present yourselves as servants to obedience, 

his servants you are whom you obey; whether of sin to death, or 

of obedience to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that, 

whereas you were bondservants of sin, you became obedient 

from the heart to that form of teaching whereunto you were de-

livered. Being made free from sin, you became bondservants of 

righteousness.                                                                                                                              
                                                                                         
Eph 2:1-5,  "You were made alive when you were dead in trans-

gressions and sins, in which you once walked according to the 

course of this world, according to the prince of the powers of the 

air, the spirit who now works in the children of disobedience;  

among whom we also all once lived in the lust of our flesh, do-

ing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich in 

mercy, for his great love with which he loved us, even when we 

were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ, it is by grace you have been saved.''                                                       

Rom 1:17,  ''… in it [the Gospel] is revealed God's righteousness 

from faith to faith. As it is written, …the righteous shall live by 

faith  
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1 Pet 2:24,  ''He [Jesus] who his own self bore our sins in his 

body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live to 

righteousness; by whose stripes you were healed.'' [The last part 

of this sentence is quoted from Isa. 53:5. It is a prophecy pointing to 

Jesus]. 

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 4:1-3,  Psa 

89:14, Psa 50:6, 2 Tim, 4:7-8, Psa 119:142, Ezr 9:15, Psa 7:17, 

Rom 10:3, Rom 5:9, Jn 17:24-26, Gen 15:6,  Deut 6:25. 

                                                                                                                                                    
More information on this topic you can find in the appendix 7. 'Law, justice, pun-
ishment and grace' (P.297)     

God's story with Israel was just as touching as what he 

offers to us now                                                                               
[For example, God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah to the people 

who had chosen to go about their own way, following idols.  Today's 

people serve modern idols:  those things, actions and people that take 

the first place in our thinking and doing.]  

Jer 2:4-5,   ''Hear you the word of Yahweh, O house of Jacob, 

and all the families of the house of Israel: thus says Yahweh, 

What unrighteousness have your fathers found in me, that they 

have gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are 

become vain?.''  

Jer 2:11-13,  ''Has a nation changed its gods, which yet are no 

gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which 

does not profit. Be astonished, you heavens, at this, and be hor-

ribly afraid, be you very desolate, says Yahweh. For my people 

have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the spring of 

living waters, and cut them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 

hold no water. 

''My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, 

the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, bro-

ken cisterns that cannot hold water."  
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Jer 2:19-22,   Your own wickedness shall correct you, and your 

backsliding shall reprove you: know therefore and see that it is 

an evil thing and a bitter, that you have forsaken Yahweh your 

God, and that my fear is not in you, says the Lord, Yahweh of 

Armies. For of old time I have broken your yoke, and burst your 

bonds; and you said, I will not serve; for on every high hill and 

under every green tree you did bow yourself, playing the prosti-

tute. Yet I had planted you a noble vine, wholly a right seed: 

how then are you turned into the degenerate branches of a for-

eign vine to me? For though you wash yourself with lye, and use 

much soap, yet your iniquity is marked before me, says the Lord 

Yahweh."  

Jer 3:19-25,   "I said, How I will put you among the children, 

and give you a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the armies of 

the nations! and I said, You shall call me My Father, and shall 

not turn away from following me. Surely as a wife treacherously 

departs from her husband, so have you dealt treacherously with 

me, house of Israel, says Yahweh. A voice is heard on the bare 

heights, the weeping and the petitions of the children of Israel; 

because they have perverted their way, they have forgotten 

Yahweh their God. Return, you backsliding children, I will heal 

your backsliding. Behold, we are come to you; for you are 

Yahweh our God. Truly in vain is the help that is looked for 

from the hills, the tumult on the mountains: truly in Yahweh our 

God is the salvation of Israel. But the shameful thing has de-

voured the labor of our fathers from our youth, their flocks and 

their herds, their sons and their daughters. Let us lie down in our 

shame, and let our confusion cover us; for we have sinned 

against Yahweh our God, we and our fathers, from our youth 

even to this day; and we have not obeyed the voice of Yahweh 

our God."  
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GOD'S GRACE INVITES US TO BE RECONCILED 

TO HIM 

 

God is compassionate and gracious                                                         

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                       
Psa 103:8-13,  ''Yahweh is merciful and gracious,  

slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness.  

He will not always accuse;  

neither will he stay angry forever.  

He has not dealt with us according to our sins,  

nor repaid us for our iniquities.  

For as the heavens are high above the earth,  

so great is his loving kindness toward those who fear him.  

As far as the east is from the west,  

so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

Like a father has compassion on his children,  

so Yahweh has compassion on those who fear him."  

 

Lk 19:10,  [Jesus, speaking of himself said]: "The Son of Man 

came to seek and to save the lost." 

                                                       

Grace means salvation, even for those who do not de-

serve it                                                                                                                                                 
Tit 3:4-7,  ''When the kindness of God our Savior and his love 

toward mankind appeared, not by works of righteousness, which 

we did ourselves, but according to his mercy, he saved us, 

through the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 

Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ 

our Savior; that, being justified by his grace, we might be made 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life.''  

Tit 2:11-14,  ''…the grace of God has appeared, bringing salva-

tion [potentially] to all men, instructing us to the intent that, 

denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we would live soberly, 

righteously, and godly in this present world; looking for the 

blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might re-
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deem us from all iniquity, and purify for himself a people for his 

own possession, zealous for good works. [after they have been re-

deemed!] [God's salvation is never merited or deserved. It is always 

through his compassion and grace ]                                                                                                                             

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '7. How can Jesus be 
God?' (P. 297)                                                                  

Rom 8:1-3,  ''There is therefore now no condemnation to those 

who are in Christ Jesus, who don't walk according to the flesh, 

but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death. For 

what the law couldn't do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 

God did, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 

for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh.''   

2 Cor 8:9,  ''…you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 

though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you 

through his poverty might become rich" [not materially, but spirit-

ually!]. 

2 Thess 2:16-17,  ''May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 

our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal en-

couragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every good deed and word.'' 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '6. Law, justice, pun-
ishment and grace' (P. 296) 

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 3:19-24, Psa 

86:15, Psa 103:9, 1 Thess 5:9.                     

Law without grace means despair                                                                                              
Rom 3:19-20,  ''Now we know that whatever things the law 

says, it speaks to those who are under the law, that every mouth 

may be closed, and all the world may be brought under the 

judgment of God. Because by the works of the law, no flesh will 

be justified in his sight. For through the law comes the 

knowledge of sin."  
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1 Tim 1:8-10,   ''We know that the law is good if one uses it 

properly. We also know that the law is made not for the right-

eous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the 

unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or moth-

ers, for murderers, for the sexually immoral, for those practicing 

homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers...'' 

Grace without our responsibility is self-deception                                                                 
Rom 6:12-22, "…don't let sin reign in your mortal body, that 

you should obey it in its lusts. Neither present your members to 

sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to 

God, as alive from the dead, and your members as instruments 

of righteousness to God. For sin will not have dominion over 

you. For you are not under law, but under grace.  

"I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh, 

for as you presented your members as servants to uncleanness 

and to wickedness upon wickedness, even so now present your 

members as servants to righteousness for sanctification. For 

when you were servants of sin, you were free in regard to right-

eousness.  

"What fruit then did you have at that time in the things of which 

you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But 

now, being made free from sin, and having become servants of 

God, you have your fruit of sanctification, and the result of eter-

nal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."  

 Further recommended reading is found in Rom 6:1-2.    

The Law of God is perfect - but we are not                                                                
Psa 19:7-11,  ''Yahweh's law is perfect, restoring the soul.  

Yahweh's testimony is sure, making wise the simple.  

Yahweh's precepts are right, rejoicing the heart.  

Yahweh's commandment is pure, enlightening the eyes.  

The fear of Yahweh is clean, enduring forever.  
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Yahweh's ordinances are true, and righteous altogether.  

More to be desired are they than gold, yes, than much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey and the extract of the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is your servant warned.  

In keeping them there is great reward.''  

 

We all desperately need God's forgiveness                                               
[We remember, sin separates us from God - independent of our self-

evaluation. According to the Bible the frank and honest confession of 

our sin before God with the genuine will to leave it, is the precondition 

for forgiveness].   

1 Jn 1:8-10,  ''If we claim to be without sin, we deceive our-

selves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness.''     
 
God is willing to forgive sinners                                                                                            
2 Chron 7:14,  ''If my people, who are called by my name, will 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will for-

give their sin and will heal their land.'' 

 Jer 31:33-34,  "'…this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says Yahweh: I will put my law 

in their inward parts, and in their heart will I write it; and I will 

be their God, and they shall be my people: and they shall teach 

no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, 

saying, Know Yahweh; for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest of them, says Yahweh: for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more.'"  

 

Eph 1:7,  ''In him [Jesus] we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's 

grace.'' 
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Heb 9:22,  ''According to the law, nearly everything is cleansed 

with blood, and apart from shedding of blood there is no remis-

sion.''  

 

Lk 24:46-47,  ''He [Jesus] told them [some of his disciples], 'Thus 

it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer 

and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and 

remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the na-

tions, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 

things.''' 

Receiving forgiveness includes that we also forgive                         

Col 3:13-15,  "Put on … as God's chosen ones, holy and be-

loved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, humility, and 

perseverance; bearing with one another, and forgiving each 

other, if any man has a complaint against any; even as Christ 

forgave you, so you also do. 

"Above all these things, walk in love, which is the bond of per-

fection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which 

also you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word 

of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and ad-

monishing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your heart to the Lord.'' 

Compassion and  grace overrule the law that condemns                    
Jn 8:3-11,   ”The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman 

taken in adultery. Having set her in the midst, they told him, 

'Teacher, we found this woman in adultery, in the very act.   

Now in our law, Moses commanded us to stone such. What then 

do you say about her?' They said this testing him, that they 

might have something to accuse him of.  

"But Jesus stooped down, and wrote on the ground with his fin-

ger. But when they continued asking him, he looked up and said 

to them, 'He who is without sin among you, let him throw the 
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first stone at her.' Again he stooped down, and with his finger 

wrote on the ground.  

"They, when they heard it, being convicted by their conscience, 

went out one by one, beginning from the oldest, even to the last. 

Jesus was left alone with the woman where she was, in the mid-

dle. Jesus, standing up, saw her and said, 'Woman, where are 

your accusers? Did no one condemn you?' She said, 'No one, 

Lord.'"  

Isa 53:4-6,  [God prophesied through Isaiah in B.C. 750]:  

''Surely he [Jesus] has borne our sickness, and carried our suffer-

ing; yet we considered him plagued, struck by God, and 

afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions.  

He was crushed for our iniquities.  

The punishment that brought our peace was on him;  

and by his wounds we are healed.  

All we like sheep have gone astray. Everyone has turned to his 

own way; and Yahweh has laid on him the iniquity of us all.''  

 
1 Pet 3:18,   ''Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for 

the unrighteous, that he might bring you to God; being put to 

death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.''   

Rom 5:1-2,  ''Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through whom we also 

have our access by faith into this grace in which we stand. We 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God..''  

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 6:9-10, Heb 

9:26.  

Man's struggle to overcome sinful desires - and God's 

solution                                                                                         
Gal 5:17,    ''…the flesh [our sinful nature] lusts against the Spirit 

[of God], and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary 

to one another, that you may not do the things that you desire. 
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[There is an erroneous notion that when the Bible speaks of 'flesh' it 

means sex. Sex is a gift of God to mankind, as long as it is an expres-

sion of mutual love, and between husband and wife. Else it is 

fornication or adultery.] 

Rom 7:14-23,   "…  we know that the law is spiritual, but I am 

fleshly, sold under sin. For I don't know what I am doing. For I 

don't practice what I desire to do; but what I hate, that I do. But 

if what I don't desire, that I do, I consent to the law that it is 

good. So now it is no more I that do it, but sin which dwells in 

me. For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good 

thing. For desire is present with me, but I don't find it doing that 

which is good. For the good which I desire, I don't do; but the 

evil which I don't desire, that I practice. But if what I don't de-

sire, that I do, it is no more I that do it, but sin which dwells in 

me. I find then the law, that, to me, while I desire to do good, 

evil is present. For I delight in God's law after the inward man, 

but I see a different law in my members, warring against the law 

of my mind, and bringing me into captivity under the law of sin 

which is in my members." 

The new covenant of God is for all who truly seek him, 

and is based on grace alone                                                             
[Grace is undeserved favour]                                                                                                                            

Gal 3:25-29,    "…now that faith has come, we are no longer 

under a tutor. For you are all children of God, through faith in 

Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-

ther slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you 

are all one in Christ Jesus. If you are Christ's, then you are 

Abraham's seed and heirs according to promise.''  

Rom 10:4,   ''Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 

righteousness for everyone who believes.''                                                     

Rom 3:28-31, ''We maintain that a person is justified by faith 

apart from the works of the law.  
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''…is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles 

too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is only one God, who will 

justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through 

that same faith. Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at 

all! Rather, we uphold the law. [Christians are not under the Law, 

yet they submit to it, though no one is saved by it]. 

The new covenant is governed by a new law                                                                                    
Jn 13:3,  [Jesus told his disciples]:  "A new command I give you: 

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another."  

Jn 14:23-24,   "Jesus answered him, 'If a man loves me, he will 

keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will come to 

him, and make our home with him. He who doesn't love me 

doesn't keep my words. The word which you hear isn't mine, but 

the Father's who sent me.'" 

Jn 15:10-15,  "'If you keep my commandments, you will remain 

in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and 

remain in his love. I have spoken these things to you, that my 

joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be made full.  

"'This is my commandment, that you love one another, even as I 

have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone 

lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends, if you do 

whatever I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for 

the servant doesn't know what his lord does. But I have called 

you friends, for everything that I heard from my Father, I have 

made known to you.'" 

Jn 14:15-17  "'If you love me, keep my commandments. I will 

pray to the Father, and he will give you another Counselor 

['paracletos', someone to stands by to assist us], that he may be with 

you forever - the Spirit of truth, whom the world can't receive; 

for it doesn't see him, neither knows him. You know him, for he 

lives with you, and will be in you.   
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Jn 14:18-21,  "'I will not leave you orphans. I will come to you. 

Yet a little while, and the world will see me no more; but you 

will see me. Because I live, you will live also. In that day you 

will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

One who has my commandments, and keeps them, that person is 

one who loves me. One who loves me will be loved by my Fa-

ther, and I will love him, and will reveal myself to him.'" 

Jn 13:34,  Jesus said: "A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.'' 

Mt 5:46,  "… if you love those who love you, what reward do 

you have? Don't even the tax collectors [they were hated by the 

Jews as they were collaborators with the Roman] do the same?" 

1 Cor 13:2-8,  ''If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mys-

teries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but don't have love, I am nothing. If I dole out all my 

goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be burned, but 

don't have love, it profits me nothing. Love is patient and is 

kind; love doesn't envy. Love doesn't brag, is not proud, doesn't 

behave itself inappropriately, doesn't seek its own way, is not 

provoked, takes no account of evil; doesn't rejoice in unrighte-

ousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.  '' 

Eph 3:16-19,  ''I pray…that he [God] would grant you, according 

to the riches of his glory, that you may be strengthened with 

power through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith; to the end that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, may be strengthened to compre-

hend with all the saints [believers]what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, and to know Christ's love which surpasses 

knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God." 

Jn 3:12-18, [Jesus counseling Nicodemus, a Pharisee, predict-

ing his sacrificial death on the cross, said:]  "As Moses lifted up 

the serpent in the wilderness [Numbers 21:4-9], even so must the 
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Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish, but have eternal life. For God didn't send his 

Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should 

be saved through him. He who believes in him is not judged. He 

who doesn't believe has been judged already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the one and only Son of God." 

Further recommended reading is found in 1 Jn 4:11, Rom 5:5,  

Jn 16:25-28, Gal 2:15-16, Psa 36:5-9, Ex 15:13, Psa 33:5, Lev 

19:18, Jn 8:42, Gal 5:6, Ex 34:6, Deut 30:6, 1 Cor 16:14, 2 Cor 

6:6, Psa 57:9-11, Gen 15:6,  Deut 6:25.     

Jesus gave his life so that we may find eternal life 

through him                                                                                                                      
Lk 22:19-20,   ''Jesus [at the 'last supper' with his Apostles on the 

eve of his death on the cross] said to them, 'Thus it is written, and 

thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 

dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.'" 

Mt 26:28,  [Jesus further said,] "…this [wine] is my blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for many for the remission 

of sins." [This pertains only to those who have become part of his 

kingdom].  

Acts 13:38-39,  "Be it known to you … that through this man 

[Jesus] is proclaimed to you remission of sins, and by him eve-

ryone who believes is justified from all things, from which you 

could not be justified by the law of Moses." 

Further recommended reading is found in Acts 15:8-9, Rom 7:4, 

Jas 2:8. 

He brings peace (of mind) to the believers                                               
Rom 5:1,  ''Since we have been justified through faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.'' 
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Gal 5:22-23,   ''…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-

tience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law.'' 

1 Thess 5:23,  ''May the God of peace himself sanctify you 

completely. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ..''  

Col 3:15,  ''Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.'' 

2 Cor 13:11,  ''Be perfected, be comforted, be of the same mind, 

live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you.''     

Jn 16:33,  Jesus said: "I have told you these things, so that in me 

you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 

take heart! I have overcome the world." 

Jas 3:17,  ''The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all 

pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy 

and good fruit, impartial and sincere.'' 

Heb 12:11,  ''All chastening seems for the present to be not joy-

ous but grievous; yet afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been exercised thereby.''  

Heb 12:14,  "Make all effort to live in peace with all men… '' 

Further recommended reading is found in 2 Thess 3:16, Rom 

14:17, 2 Tim 2:22, 2 Pet 3:14.    

There is hope, even  when our situation appears hope-

less                                                                                                                                     

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Rom 7:24-8:3,   "What a wretched man I am! Who will deliver 

me out of the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord! So then with the mind, I myself serve God's 

law, but with the flesh, the sin's law.  
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"There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in 

Christ Jesus, who don't walk according to the flesh, but accord-

ing to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

made me free from the law of sin and of death. For what the law 

couldn't do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God did, send-

ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh."                                                                                                 

Lk 16:16,   "The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until 

John  [the Baptist, Yahyah]. Since that time, the good news of the 

kingdom of God [Gospel] is being proclaimed...''    

 

Jn 1:17,  ''The law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.''                         

 

1 Tim 2:3,   ''... God our Savior, who wants all people to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one 

God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 

Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.'' 

 

Tit 3:4-7,  ''When the kindness and love of God our Savior ap-

peared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy... so that, having been justified 

by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life.''  

Heb 7:22-26, ''Many, indeed, have been made priests [under the 

Old Covenant before Christ came], because they are hindered from 

continuing by death. But he [Jesus], because he lives forever, has 

his priesthood unchangeable. Therefore he is also able to save to 

the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, seeing 

that he lives forever to make intercession for them.  

"For such a high priest was fitting for us: holy, guiltless, unde-

filed, separated from sinners, and made higher than the 

heavens.'' 

Eph 2:8-10,  ''… by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 



85 
 

 

that no one would boast. For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before that we 

would walk in them..'' 

2 Thess 2:16-17,  ''May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 

our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal en-

couragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every good deed and word.''                                                                                

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '6. Law, Justice, Pun-
ishment and Grace' (P.296) 

Rom 3:21-26,   ''But now apart from the law, a righteousness of 

God has been revealed, being testified by the law and the proph-

ets; even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 

to all and on all those who believe. For there is no distinction, 

for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; being jus-

tified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus; whom God set forth to be an atoning sacrifice, through 

faith in his blood, for a demonstration of his righteousness 

through the passing over of prior sins, in God's forbearance; to 

demonstrate his righteousness at this present time; that he might 

himself be just, and the justifier of him who has faith in Jesus.''  

Rom 11:6,  ''And if [we are saved] by grace, then it is no longer 

of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of 

works, it is no longer grace."  

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 3:19-24, 1:50-

55, Psa 86:15, Psa 103:9, 1 Thess 5:9.   

God gives his followers a living hope                                                                                                  
[Faith and hope likewise are the two sides of the same coin, and Abra-

ham, the father of faith, demonstrated it for us to follow it.] 

Rom 8:24,  ''... hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 

that which he sees?''  
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Heb 11:1,  "…faith is assurance of things hoped for, proof of 

things not seen.'' 

Rom 4:18-21,   (Abraham) "in hope believed against hope, to 

the end that he might become a father of many nations, accord-

ing to that which had been spoken, 'So will your seed be.'
 

Without being weakened in faith, he didn't consider his own 

body, already having been worn out, (he being about a hundred 

years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. Yet, looking to 

the promise of God, he didn't waver through unbelief, but grew 

strong through faith, giving glory to God, and being fully as-

sured that what he had promised, he was able also to perform..'' 

Rom 15:4,  ''... whatever things were written before were written 

for our learning, that through patience and through encourage-

ment of the Scriptures we might have hope..''  

      1 Pet 1:3-4,  ''Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This in-

heritance is kept in heaven for you…"  
                                                                                                                          

Tit 2:11-14,  ''The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 

to all men, instructing us to the intent that, denying ungodliness 

and worldly lusts, we would live soberly, righteously, and godly 

in this present world; looking for the blessed hope and appear-

ing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ; who 

gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 

and purify for himself a people for his own possession, zealous 

for good works.''                                                                                                      

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '7. How can Jesus be 
God?' (P. 297) 

Rom 5:2-5,   ''We rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only 

this, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffer-

ing works perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; 

and proven character, hope: and hope doesn't disappoint us, be-
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cause God's love has been poured out into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit who was given to us.'' 

Eph 1:18-19,   "I don't cease to give thanks for you, making 

mention of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom 

and revelation in the knowledge of him; having the eyes of your 

hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of his 

calling, and what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his power to-

ward us who believe, according to that working of the strength 

of his might." 

Rom 15:13,  ''Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, that you may abound in hope, in the power 

of the Holy Spirit.''   

1 Cor 13:13,  ''But now faith, hope, and love remain--these 

three. The greatest of these is love.''  

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 12:12, Col 1:22 

and 27, 1 Jn 3:3, 1 Pet 1:21-22, 1 Cor 15:19, Tit 2:11-14, 1 Tim 

6:17, Acts 23:6, Acts 26:5-6, Col 1:4-5, Heb 3:6, 1 Thess 2:19, 

Tit 1:1-2, Tit 3:5-7, 1 Pet 3:15, Gal 5:5,  Job 13:15.                                                                                          

How King David sought and found God's forgiveness 

and grace                                                                                          
Psa 51:1-5, 8-11,and 14-17,   [King David, after inciting murder 

and committing adultery, prayed]:  ''Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; according to your great com-

passion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and 

my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I 

sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in 

your verdict and justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at 

birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Let me 

hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create 

in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
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me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit 

from me. Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you 

who are God my Saviour, and my tongue will sing of your 

righteousness. Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare 

your praise.  

''You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not 

take pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O God, is a bro-

ken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not 

despise.'' 
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THE REMEDY FOR SIN ACCORDING TO THE     

BIBLE IS JESUS    

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Jer 29:11-13,  ''For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 

says Yahweh, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you 

hope in your latter end. You shall call on me, and you shall go 

and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You shall seek me, and 

find me, when you shall search for me with all your heart..'' 

  

The coming of Jesus was foretold centuries before he 

was born...                                                                                 
[His coming to earth was announced by the prophet of old in BC 750] 

Isa 7:14, ''The Lord himself will give you [king Ahaz] a sign: The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel.''  

Isa 9:6,  ''For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.''  

...and so it happened                                                                               
Heb 1:1-3,   ''God, having in the past spoken to the fathers 

through the prophets at many times and in various ways, has at 

the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he ap-

pointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the 

worlds. His Son is the radiance of his glory, the very image of 

his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his pow-

er, when he had by himself made purification for our sins, sat 

down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.''                                                 

Jn 1:10-12,   ''He was in the world, and though the world was 

made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to 

that which was his own, but his own [the people of Israel] did not 

receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who be-
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lieved in his name [Jesus, translated 'savior'], he gave the right to 

become children of God.''  

Why Jesus? Who is he?                                                                   
Jn 1:1-4 and 14,  "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the be-

ginning with God. All things were made through him. Without 

him was not anything made that has been made. In him was life, 

and the life was the light of men." 

"The Word became flesh [a body], and lived among us. We saw 

his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, 

full of grace and truth."                                                          

Heb 1:1-3,   ''In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of 

all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The 

Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation 

of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he 

had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty in heaven.''  

Jn 1:10-12,  "He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, and the world didn't recognize him. He came to his 

own [the people of Israel], and those who were his own didn't re-

ceive him. But as many as received him [Jesus, translated 

'savior'], to them he gave the right to become God's children, to 

those who believe in his name." 

Col 1:15-16,  ''…in him [Jesus] all things were created: things in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 

through him and for him.'' 

Col 2:9,  ''For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily 

form.''    
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 Heb 13:8,  ''Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

forever.''    

Jn 10:25-32, "Jesus answered them, 'I told you, and you don't 

believe. The works that I do in my Father's name, these testify 

about me. But you don't believe, because you are not of my 

sheep, as I told you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 

and they follow me. I give eternal life to them. They will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 

who has given them to me, is greater than all. No one is able to 

snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one.'"  

"Therefore Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus an-

swered them, "I have shown you many good works from my 

Father. For which of those works do you stone me?" The Jews 

answered him, 'We don't stone you for a good work, but for 

blasphemy: because you, being a man, make yourself God.'  

Jn 18:36-37,  [Accused by the Jewish authority Jesus said to the Ro-

man governor], "Jesus answered, 'My Kingdom is not of this 

world. If my Kingdom were of this world, then my servants 

would fight, that I wouldn't be delivered to the Jews. But now 

my Kingdom is not from here.' Pilate therefore said to him, 'Are 

you a king then?'  

"Jesus answered, 'You say that I am a king. For this reason I 

have been born, and for this reason I have come into the world, 

that I should testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth lis-

tens to my voice.'"  

Rev 1:8,  "I am the Alpha and the Omega [the first and last letters 

of the Greek alphabet], " says the Lord God, "who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty. I am the Alpha and the Ome-

ga, " says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty."  
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Rev 1:17-18, ''When I [the Apostle John] saw him, I fell at his feet 

like a dead man.  

"He laid his right hand on me, saying, 'Don't be afraid. I am the 

first and the last, and the Living one. I was dead, and behold, I 

am alive forevermore. Amen. I have the keys of Death and of 

Hades'. When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man.  

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '7. How can Jesus be 
God?' (P. 297) 

When Jesus came to this earth he was 'the image of the 

invisible God'                                                                                         

Col 1:13-17,   "… the Son of his love; in whom we have our re-

demption,
 
 the forgiveness of our sins; who is the image of the 

invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things 

were created, in the heavens and on the earth, things visible and 

things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 

or powers; all things have been created through him, and for 

him. He is before all things, and in him all things are held to-

gether.'' 

 Heb 1:1-3,   In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways,  

   but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the 

universe.  

The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representa-

tion of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 

After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty in heaven.   

Jn 10:25-32,   ''Jesus answered, 'I did tell you, but you do not be-

lieve. The works I do in my Father's name testify about me, but 

you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '7. How can Jesus be 
God?' (P. 297)                                                                                                                                
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Further recommended reading is found in  Psa 86:15, Psa 145:9, 

Psa 49:15,  Lk 1:50,  Psa 145:8-9, Jn 17:1-4, Rom 9:4-5,  2 Cor 

4:4,  Mat 26:63-64,  Jn 14:15, Lk 9:57-58, 1 Jn 5:20.    

WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT HIMSELF                                                                      
Jn 8:12  "… Jesus spoke to them [Jewish listeners], saying, 'I am 

the light of the world.
 
 He who follows me will not walk in the 

darkness, but will have the light of life.'" 

Jn 14:6  "Jesus said to him [the apostle Thomas], 'I am the way, 

the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except 

through me.'" 

Jn 6:35  "Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who 

comes to me will not be hungry, and he who believes in me will 

never be thirsty.'" 

Jn 10:10-11,  "'I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep'.''  

Jn 10:14-18, "'I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and I'm 

known by my own; even as the Father knows me, and I know 

the Father. I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep, 

which are not of this fold.
 
I must bring them also, and they will 

hear my voice. They will become one flock with one shepherd. 

Therefore the Father loves me, because I lay down my life,
*
 that 

I may take it again. No one takes it away from me, but I lay it 

down by myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 

to take it again. I received this commandment from my Father.'" 

Jn 5:21-29,  "'…as the Father raises the dead and gives them 

life, even so the Son also gives life to whom he desires. For the 

Father judges no one, but he has given all judgment to the Son, 

that all may honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He 

who doesn't honour the Son doesn't honour the Father who sent 

him.'  

"'Most certainly I tell you, he who hears my word, and believes 

him who sent me, has eternal life, and doesn't come into judg-
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ment, but has passed out of death into life. Most certainly, I tell 

you, the hour comes, and now is, when the dead will hear the 

Son of God's voice; and those who hear will live. For as the Fa-

ther has life in himself, even so he gave to the Son also to have 

life in himself. He also gave him authority to execute judgment, 

because he is a son of man. Don't marvel at this, for the hour 

comes, in which all that are in the tombs will hear his voice, and 

will come out; those who have done good, to the resurrection of 

life; and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judg-

ment.'"  

Jn 5:39-44,  [To the Jewish learned men Jesus said:] "'You 

search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have 

eternal life; and these are they which testify about me. Yet you 

will not come to me, that you may have life. I don't receive 

glory from men. But I know you, that you don't have God's love 

in yourselves. I have come in my Father's name, and you don't 

receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive 

him. How can you believe, who receive glory from one another, 

and you don't seek the glory that comes from the only God?'"  

Jn 8:23-24,   [Jesus spoke to Jewish Pharisees:] "He said to them, 

'You are from beneath. I am from above. You are of this world. 

I am not of this world. I said therefore to you that you will die in 

your sins; for unless you believe that I am he ['I am' is the name 

God gave himself = Yahveh], you will die in your sins.'" 

Jn 8:46-47,   "'Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the 

truth, why do you not believe me? He who is of God hears the 

words of God. For this cause you don't hear, because you are not 

of God.'" 

Jn 11:25  ''Jesus said to her [Mary, sister of Lazarus], 'I am the 

resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die'.'' 

Jn 10:30  '''I and the Father are one'." 
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Further recommended reading is found in Jn 6:48-51. 

WHAT JESUS DID FOR MANKIND                                                      
[is as incredible as what he said about himself]                                                                                     

Acts 10:36-39,  [The Apostle Peter taught]: '''You know… how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, 

and how he went around doing good and healing all who were 

under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  We 

are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but 

God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him 

to be seen'.''  

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '9. Timeline of Jesus' 
(P.308) 

Rom 5:6-9,   ''For while we were yet weak, at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a right-

eous man. Yet perhaps for a righteous person someone would 

even dare to die. But God commends his own love toward us, in 

that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 

then, being now justified by his blood, we will be saved from 

God's wrath through him."  

Heb 4:13-16,  ''There is no creature that is hidden from his sight, 

but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him 

with whom we have to do. Having then a great high priest, who 

has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 

hold tightly to our confession. For we don't have a high priest 

who can't be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but one 

who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet without sin. 

Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, 

that we may receive mercy, and may find grace for help in time 

of need.'' 

Heb 2:14-3:1,  ''Since then the children [of men] have shared in 

flesh and blood, he also himself in like manner partook of the 

same, that through death he might bring to nothing him who had 
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the power of death, that is, the devil, and might deliver all of 

them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 

bondage. For most certainly, he doesn't give help to angels, but 

he gives help to the seed of Abraham. Therefore he was obligat-

ed in all things to be made like his brothers, that he might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 

God, to make atonement for the sins of the people. For in that he 

himself has suffered being tempted, he is able to help those who 

are tempted.  

"Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of a heavenly calling, con-

sider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus.''  

[While religion distances itself from 'badies'. Jesus sought their com-

pany. He came] "to seek and save what is lost" (Mat.11:19). For 

this he was reprimanded by the religious leaders. (Lk. 7:34)] 

Lk 5:30-32,  ''The Pharisees [Jewish religious elite] murmured 

against his disciples, saying, 'Why do you eat and drink with the 

tax collectors and sinners?' Jesus answered them, 'Those who 

are healthy have no need for a physician, but those who are sick 

do. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent-

ance.'" 

Lk 7:36-50,  "One of the Pharisees invited him to eat with him. 

He entered into the Pharisee's house, and sat at the table. Be-

hold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that 

he was reclining in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabas-

ter jar of ointment. Standing behind at his feet weeping, she 

began to wet his feet with her tears, and she wiped them with 

the hair of her head, kissed his feet, and anointed them with the 

ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, 

he said to himself, 'This man, if he were a prophet, would have 

perceived who and what kind of woman this is who touches 

him, that she is a sinner.' Jesus answered him, 'Simon, I have 

something to tell you.' He said, 'Teacher, say on.' 'A certain 

lender had two debtors. The one owed five hundred denarii, and 

the other fifty. When they couldn't pay, he forgave them both. 

Which of them therefore will love him most?'   
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"Simon answered, 'He, I suppose, to whom he forgave the most.' 

He said to him, 'You have judged correctly.' Turning to the 

woman, he said to Simon, 'Do you see this woman? I entered 

into your house, and you gave me no water for my feet, but she 

has wet my feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of 

her head. You gave me no kiss, but she, since the time I came 

in, has not ceased to kiss my feet. You didn't anoint my head 

with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I 

tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 

much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.'  He 

said to her, 'Your sins are forgiven.' Those who sat at the table 

with him began to say to themselves, 'Who is this who even for-

gives sins?' He said to the woman, 'Your faith has saved you. Go 

in peace.'"  

Gal 5:1, 13-14,  ''Stand firm therefore in the liberty by which 

Christ has made us free, and don't be entangled again with a 

yoke of bondage.... For you, brothers, were called for freedom. 

Only don't use your freedom for gain to the flesh, but through 

love be servants to one another. For the whole law is fulfilled   

in one word, in this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" 

Further recommended reading is found in Heb 9:15, Jn 6:48-51. 

Jn 3:16-17,  [Jesus said about himself]: "'For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God didn't 

send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 

world should be saved through him.'" 
  

Jn 12:44-46,  "Jesus cried out and said, 'Whoever believes in 

me, believes not in me, but in him who sent me. He who sees 

me sees him who sent me. I have come as a light into the world, 

that whoever believes in me may not remain in the darkness.'" 

Acts 16:30-32,  ''He [is the jailer in whose prison Paul and Silas had 

been thrown. At night an earthquake destroyed the jail] brought them 

out and said, 'Sirs, what must I do to be saved?' They said, 'Be-

lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and 
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your household.' They spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to 

all who were in his house."  

Rom 10:9-10,  ''… if you will confess with your mouth that Je-

sus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes un-

to righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 

salvation.'' 

 

Mt 11:28,  "'Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily bur-

dened, and I will give you rest. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.'" 

 

Jn 7:37-39,  "'Now on the last and greatest day of the feast, Je-

sus stood and cried out, 'If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me 

and drink! He who believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 

from within him will flow rivers of living water.'" 

 

1 Tim 2:3-6,  ''… God our Savior… wants all people to be saved 

and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  

For there is one God and one mediator between God and man-

kind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all 

people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time.''  

 

1 Jo 4:9-10,  ''This is how God showed his love among us: He 

sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 

through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.'' 

 

JESUS THE COMPASSIONATE HEALER                                                            
Mt 20:30-34,  "Behold, two blind men sitting by the road, when 

they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, 'Lord, have 

mercy on us, you son of David!' The multitude rebuked them, 

telling them that they should be quiet, but they cried out even 

more, 'Lord, have mercy on us, you son of David!' Jesus stood 

still, and called them, and asked, 'What do you want me to do 
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for you?' They told him, 'Lord, that our eyes may be opened.' 
Jesus, being moved with compassion, touched their eyes; and 

immediately their eyes received their sight, and they followed 

him."                                                                                                                         

Jesus healed a sick woman and raised a dead girl from 

the dead                                                                                                   
Lk 8:41-56, "Behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he 

was a ruler of the synagogue. He fell down at Jesus' feet, and 

begged him to come into his house, for he had an only daughter, 

about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as he went, 

the multitudes pressed against him. A woman who had a flow of 

blood for twelve years, who had spent all her living on physi-

cians, and could not be healed by any, came behind him, and 

touched the fringe of his cloak, and immediately the flow of her 

blood stopped. Jesus said, 'Who touched me?'  

"When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, 'Master, the 

multitudes press and jostle you, and you say, 'Who touched me?'  

"But Jesus said, 'Someone did touch me, for I perceived that 

power has gone out of me.' When the woman saw that she was 

not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him 

declared to him in the presence of all the people the reason why 

she had touched him, and how she was healed immediately. He 

said to her, 'Daughter, cheer up. Your faith has made you well. 

Go in peace.'  

"While he still spoke, one from the ruler of the synagogue's 

house came, saying to him, 'Your daughter is dead. Don't trou-

ble the Teacher.' But Jesus hearing it, answered him, 'Don't be 

afraid. Only believe, and she will be healed.' When he came to 

the house, he didn't allow anyone to enter in, except Peter, John, 

James, the father of the child, and her mother. All were weeping 

and mourning her, but he said, 'Don't weep. She isn't dead, but 

sleeping.'  
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They were ridiculing him, knowing that she was dead. But he 

put them all outside, and taking her by the hand, he called, say-

ing, 'Child, arise!' Her spirit returned, and she rose up 

immediately. He commanded that something be given to her to 

eat. Her parents were amazed, but he commanded them to tell 

no one what had been done."  

Lk 4:36, "Amazement came on all, and they spoke together, one 

with another, saying, 'What is this word? For with authority and 

power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!'" 

 Jesus raised a young man from the dead                                              
Lk 7:11-16,  "It happened soon afterwards, that he went to a city 

called Nain. Many of his disciples, along with a great multitude, 

went with him. Now when he drew near to the gate of the city, 

behold, one who was dead was carried out, the only son of his 

mother, and she was a widow. Many people of the city were 

with her. When the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, 

and said to her, 'Don't cry.' He came near and touched the coffin, 

and the bearers stood still. He said, 'Young man, I tell you, 

arise!' He who was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he 

gave him to his mother. Fear took hold of all, and they glorified 

God, saying, 'A great prophet has arisen among us!' and, 'God 

has visited his people!'  

Jesus raised a man who had been dead for four days                             
Jn 11:13-48,   "Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they 

thought that he spoke of taking rest in sleep. So Jesus said to 

them plainly then, 'Lazarus is dead. I am glad for your sakes that 

I was not there, so that you may believe. Nevertheless, let's go to 

him.'  

"Thomas therefore, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow 

disciples, 'Let's go also, that we may die with him' [he knew that 

the Jewish leaders were out to kill him].  
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"So when Jesus came, he found that he had been in the tomb 

four days already. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fif-

teen stadia away. Many of the Jews had joined the women 

around Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their 

brother. Then when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, but Mary stayed in the house. Therefore 

Martha said to Jesus, 'Lord, if you would have been here, my 

brother wouldn't have died. Even now I know that, whatever 

you ask of God, God will give you.' Jesus said to her, 'Your 

brother will rise again.'  

"Martha said to him, 'I know that he will rise again in the resur-

rection at the last day.'  

"Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. He who be-

lieves in me will still live, even if he dies. Whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?'" She said to 

him, 'Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, 

God's Son, he who comes into the world.' When she had said 

this, she went away, and called Mary, her sister, secretly, say-

ing, 'The Teacher is here, and is calling you.'  

"When she heard this, she arose quickly, and went to him. Now 

Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was in the place 

where Martha met him. Then the Jews who were with her in the 

house, and were consoling her, when they saw Mary, that she 

rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, 'She is going 

to the tomb to weep there.' Therefore when Mary came to where 

Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying to him, 

'Lord, if you would have been here, my brother wouldn't have 

died.' When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews 

weeping who came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was 

troubled, and said, 'Where have you laid him?' They told him, 

'Lord, come and see.' Jesus wept.  

"The Jews therefore said, 'See how much affection he had for 

him!' Some of them said, 'Couldn't this man, who opened the 
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eyes of him who was blind, have also kept this man from dy-

ing?' Jesus therefore, again groaning in himself, came to the 

tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, 

'Take away the stone.' Martha, the sister of him who was dead, 

said to him, 'Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been 

dead four days.'  

"Jesus said to her, 'Didn't I tell you that if you believed, you 

would see God's glory?' So they took away the stone from the 

place where the dead man was lying. Jesus lifted up his eyes, 

and said, 'Father, I thank you that you listened to me. I know 

that you always listen to me, but because of the multitude that 

stands around I said this, that they may believe that you sent 

me.' When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 'Lazarus, 

come out!' He who was dead came out, bound hand and foot 

with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, 'Free him, and let him go.'  

"Therefore many of the Jews, who came to Mary and saw what 

Jesus did, believed in him. But some of them went away to the 

Pharisees, and told them the things which Jesus had done. The 

chief priests therefore and the Pharisees gathered a council, and 

said, 'What are we doing? For this man does many signs. If we 

leave him alone like this, everyone will believe in him, and the 

Romans will come and take away both our place and our na-

tion.'"  

Jesus healed a lame man                                                                            
Jn 5:1-9,   "After these things, there was a feast of the Jews, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the sheep 

gate, there is a pool, which is called in Hebrew, 'Bethesda,' hav-

ing five porches. In these lay a great multitude of those who 

were sick, blind, lame, or paralysed, waiting for the moving of 

the water; for an angel of the Lord went down at certain times 

into the pool, and stirred up the water. Whoever stepped in first 

after the stirring of the water was made whole of whatever dis-

ease he had. A certain man was there, who had been sick for 
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thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew 

that he had been sick for a long time, he asked him, 'Do you 

want to be made well?' The sick man answered him, 'Sir, I have 

no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but 

while I'm coming, another steps down before me.'" Jesus said to 

him, "Arise, take up your mat, and walk.' Immediately, the man 

was made well, and took up his mat and walked.''  

Jesus healed a man suffering of leprosy                                                                                      
Mk 1:40-42,  "A leper came to him, begging him, kneeling 

down to him, and saying to him, 'If you want to, you can make 

me clean.' Being moved with compassion, he stretched out his 

hand, and touched him, and said to him, 'I want to. Be made 

clean.' When he had said this, immediately the leprosy departed 

from him, and he was made clean."  

Jesus healed a servant of a Roman Centurion                                                                                  
Lk 7:1-15,   ''... he [Jesus] entered into Capernaum. A certain 

centurion's servant, who was dear to him, was sick and at the 

point of death. When he heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders 

of the Jews, asking him to come and save his servant. When 

they came to Jesus, they begged him earnestly, saying, He is 

worthy for you to do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he 

built our synagogue for us. Jesus went with them. When he was 

now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, 

saying to him, 'Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I am not worthy 

for you to come under my roof. Therefore I didn't even think 

myself worthy to come to you; but say the word, and my servant 

will be healed. For I also am a man placed under authority, hav-

ing under myself soldiers. I tell this one, 'Go!' and he goes; and 

to another, 'Come!' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' 

and he does it.'   

"When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned 

and said to the multitude who followed him, 'I tell you, I have 

not found such great faith, no, not in Israel.' Those who were 
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sent, returning to the house, found that the servant who had been 

sick was well.  

Jesus healed a blind and mute man                                                                                            
Mt 12:22-24,  "Then one possessed by a demon, blind and mute, 

was brought to him and he healed him, so that the blind and 

mute man both spoke and saw. All the multitudes were amazed, 

and said, 'Can this be the son of David?' But when the Pharisees 

heard it, they said, 'This man does not cast out demons, except 

by Beelzebub, the prince of the demons.'" 

Jesus cleansed ten lepers                                                                                                     
Lk 17:11-19,   "It happened as he was on his way to Jerusalem, 

that he was passing along the borders of Samaria and Galilee. 

As he entered into a certain village, ten men who were lepers 

met him, who stood at a distance. They lifted up their voices, 

saying, 'Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!'  

"When he saw them, he said to them, 'Go and show yourselves 

to the priests.' It happened that as they went, they were cleansed. 

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, glo-

rifying God with a loud voice. He fell on his face at Jesus' feet, 

giving him thanks; and he was a Samaritan. Jesus answered, 

'Weren't the ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there 

none found who returned to give glory to God, except this 

stranger?' Then he said to him, 'Get up, and go your way. Your 

faith has healed you.'"  

Jesus liberated people who were possessed by demons                           
Lk 4:31-41,  "He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. 

He was teaching them on the Sabbath day, and they were aston-

ished at his teaching, for his word was with authority. In the 

synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean de-

mon, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying, 'Ah! what have 

we to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to de-

stroy us? I know you who you are: the Holy One of God!'  
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"Jesus rebuked him, saying, 'Be silent, and come out of him!' 

When the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came 

out of him, having done him no harm. Amazement came on all, 

and they spoke together, one with another, saying, 'What is this 

word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean 

spirits, and they come out!' News about him went out into every 

place of the surrounding region.  

"He rose up from the synagogue, and entered into Simon's 

house. Simon's mother-in-law was afflicted with a great fever, 

and they begged him for her. He stood over her, and rebuked the 

fever; and it left her. Immediately she rose up and served them. 

When the sun was setting, all those who had any sick with vari-

ous diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on 

every one of them, and healed them. Demons also came out 

from many, crying out, and saying, 'You are the Christ, the Son 

of God!' Rebuking them, he didn't allow them to speak, because 

they knew that he was the Christ."  

Jesus forgave sins and healed a paralyzed man                                   
Mt 9:2-7,  "Behold, they brought to him a man who was para-

lyzed, lying on a bed. Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the 

paralytic, 'Son, cheer up! Your sins are forgiven you.' Behold, 

some of the scribes said to themselves, 'This man blasphemes.' 

Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, 'Why do you think evil in 

your hearts? For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven;' 

or to say, 'Get up, and walk?' But that you may know that the 

Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...' (then he said 

to the paralytic), 'Get up, and take up your mat, and go up to 

your house.' He arose and departed to his house."  

Jesus exorcised a demon and forgave sins                                                                          
Mt 17:14-20,   Behold, they brought to him a man who was 

paralysed, lying on a bed. Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the 

paralytic, 'Son, cheer up! Your sins are forgiven you.'  Behold, 

some of the scribes said to themselves, 'This man blasphemes.'  

Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, 'Why do you think evil in 
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your hearts? For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven;' 

or to say, 'Get up, and walk?' But that you may know that the 

Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...' (then he said 

to the paralytic), 'Get up, and take up your mat, and go up to 

your house.' He arose and departed to his house."  

A paralytic is healed and forgiven                                                
Mk 2:5-12, Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralytic, 'Son, 

your sins are forgiven you.' But there were some of the scribes 

sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 'Why does this man 

speak blasphemies like that? Who can forgive sins but God 

alone?' Immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so 

reasoned within themselves, said to them, 'Why do you reason 

these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to tell the paralytic, 

'Your sins are forgiven;' or to say, 'Arise, and take up your bed, 

and walk? But that you may know that the Son of Man has au-

thority on earth to forgive sins' - he said to the paralytic - 'I tell 

you, arise, take up your mat, and go to your house. He arose, 

and immediately took up the mat, and went out in front of them 

all; so that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, "We 

never saw anything like this!"  

Jesus forgave the sin of a paralysed man and healed 

him                                                                                                 
Lk 5:17-26,  "It happened on one of those days, that he was 

teaching; and there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sit-

ting by, who had come out of every village of Galilee, Judea, 

and Jerusalem. The power of the Lord was with him to heal 

them. Behold, men brought a paralysed man on a cot, and they 

sought to bring him in to lay before Jesus. Not finding a way to 

bring him in because of the multitude, they went up to the 

housetop, and let him down through the tiles with his cot into 

the midst before Jesus. Seeing their faith, he said to him, 'Man, 

your sins are forgiven you.' The scribes and the Pharisees began 

to reason, saying, 'Who is this that speaks blasphemies? Who 

can forgive sins, but God alone?'  
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"But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, answered them, 'Why are 

you reasoning so in your hearts? Which is easier to say, 'Your 

sins are forgiven you;' or to say, 'Arise and walk?' But that you 

may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins' (he said to the paralysed man), 'I tell you, arise, and take up 

your cot, and go to your house.'  Immediately he rose up before 

them, and took up that which he was laying on, and departed to 

his house, glorifying God. Amazement took hold on all, and 

they glorified God. They were filled with fear, saying, 'We have 

seen strange things today.'"  

1 Cor 6:14,  ''Now God raised up the Lord, and will also raise us 

up by his power.'' 

                                                                                                                                                      

JESUS AND THE ELEMENTS OF NATURE                                              

He stilled a storm                                                                                              
Mk 4:37-41,  "A big wind storm arose, and the waves beat into 

the boat, so much that the boat was already filled. He himself 

was in the stern, asleep on the cushion, and they woke him up, 

and told him, 'Teacher, don't you care that we are dying?' He 

awoke, and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 'Peace! Be 

still!' The wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to 

them, 'Why are you so afraid? How is it that you have no faith?' 

They were greatly afraid, and said to one another, 'Who then is 

this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?'"  

Further recommended reading is found in Mk 8:22-25, Mt 

14:25-33, 8:23-27.  

Jesus walked on a large lake                                                                  
Mk 6:45-51,  "Immediately he made his disciples get into the 

boat, and to go ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he 

himself sent the multitude away. After he had taken leave of 

them, he went up the mountain to pray.  
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"When evening had come, the boat was in the midst of the sea, 

and he was alone on the land. Seeing them distressed in rowing, 

for the wind was contrary to them, about the fourth watch of the 

night he came to them, walking on the sea, and he would have 

passed by them, but they, when they saw him walking on the 

sea, supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out; for they all saw 

him, and were troubled. But he immediately spoke with them, 

and said to them, 'Cheer up! It is I! Don't be afraid.' He got into 

the boat with them; and the wind ceased, and they were very 

amazed among themselves, and marvelled." 

Further recommended reading is found in Mk 8:22-25.  

He changed water into wine                                                                                                   
Jn 2:1-11,   "The third day, there was a marriage in Cana of 

Galilee. Jesus' mother was there. Jesus also was invited, with his 

disciples, to the marriage. When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother 

said to him, 'They have no wine.' Jesus said to her, 'Woman, 

what does that have to do with you and me? My hour has not yet 

come.' His mother said to the servants, 'Whatever he says to 

you, do it.' Now there were six water pots of stone set there after 

the Jews' manner of purifying, containing two or three hundred 

litres apiece.  

"Jesus said to them, 'Fill the water pots with water.' They filled 

them up to the brim. He said to them, 'Now draw some out, and 

take it to the ruler of the feast.' So they took it. When the ruler of 

the feast tasted the water now become wine, and didn't know 

where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water 

knew), the ruler of the feast called the bridegroom, and said to 

him, 'Everyone serves the good wine first, and when the guests 

have drunk freely, then that which is worse. You have kept the 

good wine until now!' This beginning of his signs Jesus did in 

Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples be-

lieved in him."  
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Jesus caused a great catch of fish                                                          
Lk 5:1-9,   "Now it happened, while the multitude pressed on 

him and heard the word of God, that he was standing by the lake 

of Gennesaret. He saw two boats standing by the lake, but the 

fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 

He entered into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked 

him to put out a little from the land. He sat down and taught the 

multitudes from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he 

said to Simon, 'Put out into the deep, and let down your nets for 

a catch.'  

"Simon answered him, 'Master, we worked all night, and took 

nothing; but at your word I will let down the net.' When they 

had done this, they caught a great multitude of fish, and their net 

was breaking. They beckoned to their partners in the other boat, 

that they should come and help them. They came, and filled 

both boats, so that they began to sink. But Simon Peter, when he 

saw it, fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 'Depart from me, for I 

am a sinful man, Lord.' For he was amazed, and all who were 

with him, at the catch of fish which they had caught.'" 

Jesus fed 5.000 people with five loaves of bread and two 

fish                                                                                                     
Mk 6:31-43, "He said to them, 'You come apart into a deserted 

place, and rest awhile.' For there were many coming and going, 

and they had no leisure so much as to eat. They went away in 

the boat to a deserted place by themselves. They saw them go-

ing, and many recognized him and ran there on foot from all the 

cities. They arrived before them and came together to him. Jesus 

came out, saw a great multitude, and he had compassion on 

them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he 

began to teach them many things. When it was late in the day, 

his disciples came to him, and said, 'This place is deserted, and 

it is late in the day. Send them away, that they may go into the 

surrounding country and villages, and buy themselves bread, for 

they have nothing to eat.'  
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"But he answered them, 'You give them something to eat.' They 

asked him, 'Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of 

bread, and give them something to eat?' He said to them, 'How 

many loaves do you have? Go see.' When they knew, they said, 

'Five, and two fish.'  

"'He commanded them that everyone should sit down in groups 

on the green grass. They sat down in ranks, by hundreds and by 

fifties. He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up 

to heaven, he blessed and broke the loaves, and he gave to his 

disciples to set before them, and he divided the two fish among 

them all. They all ate, and were filled. They took up twelve bas-

kets full of broken pieces and also of the fish. Those who ate the 

loaves were
 
 five thousand men."  

The Apostles of Jesus were given of his power                         
Lk 9:1,  ''Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them 

power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseas-

es.''                                                                                                                                                               

Lk 10:19,  "Behold, I give you authority to tread on serpents and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy. Nothing will in 

any way hurt you." 

Acts 4:5-12,  "It happened in the morning [after the apostles Peter 

and John had shared the Gospel with the people in the temple area 

and had been arrested for that], that their rulers, elders, and scribes 

were gathered together in Jerusalem. Annas the high priest was 

there, with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and as many as were 

relatives of the high priest. When they had stood them in the 

middle of them, they inquired, 'By what power, or in what name, 

have you done this?'  

"Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 'You rulers 

of the people, and elders of Israel, if we are examined today 

concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means 

this man has been healed, be it known to you all, and to all the 

people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
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whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, in him 

does this man stand here before you whole. He is 'the stone 

which was regarded as worthless by you, the builders, which has 

become the head of the corner. There is salvation in none other, 

for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given 

among men, by which we must be saved!'"  

 2 Pet 1:3,  "…his [God's] divine power has granted to us all 

things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 

of him who called us by his own glory and virtue.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Rom 1:16,  Co 1:18,  

Php 4:13,  Psa 46:1,  Psa 93:1,   Psa 65:6, Psa 77:14, Psa 147:5, 

Mt 22:29, Lk 8:46, Rom 1:1-4. 

 

THE TEACHING OF JESUS...                                                                                               

                    ...is literally 'out of this world'                                            

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
The 'Sermon on the Mount'                                                                                                 
Lk 6:27-36.  "'I tell you who hear: love your enemies, do good 

to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for 

those who mistreat you. To him who strikes you on the cheek, 

offer also the other; and from him who takes away your cloak, 

don't withhold your coat also. Give to everyone who asks you, 

and don't ask him who takes away your goods to give them back 

again.'  

"'As you would like people to do to you, do exactly so to them. 

If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 

even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those 

who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 

do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to re-

ceive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to 

receive back as much. But love your enemies, and do good, and 

lend, expecting nothing back; and your reward will be great, and 
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you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind toward the 

unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, even as your Father 

is also merciful.'"  

Mat 5:23-25,   "If you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 

leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be recon-

ciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 'Settle matters 

quickly with your adversary...''' 

Mt 5:27-32,  "You have heard that it was said,
 
'You shall not 

commit adultery; but I tell you that everyone who gazes at a 

woman to lust after her has committed adultery with her already 

in his heart. If your right eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out 

and throw it away from you. For it is more profitable for you 

that one of your members should perish, than for your whole 

body to be cast into Gehenna. If your right hand causes you to 

stumble, cut it off, and throw it away from you. For it is more 

profitable for you that one of your members should perish, than 

for your whole body to be cast into Gehenna.'  

"It was also said, 'Whoever shall put away his wife, let him give 

her a writing of divorce,'
 
but I tell you that whoever puts away 

his wife, except for the cause of sexual immorality, makes her 

an adulteress; and whoever marries her when she is put away 

commits adultery."  

Mt 6:1-18, "'Be careful that you don't do your charitable giving 

before men, to be seen by them, or else you have no reward 

from your Father who is in heaven. Therefore when you do mer-

ciful deeds, don't sound a trumpet before yourself, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may 

get glory from men. Most certainly I tell you, they have received 

their reward. But when you do merciful deeds, don't let your left 

hand know what your right hand does, so that your merciful 

deeds may be in secret, then your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you openly'.  
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"'When you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrites, for they 

love to stand and pray in the synagogues and in the corners of 

the streets, that they may be seen by men. Most certainly, I tell 

you, they have received their reward. But you, when you pray, 

enter into your inner chamber, and having shut your door, pray 

to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in se-

cret will reward you openly. In praying, don't use vain 

repetitions, as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be 

heard for their much speaking.  Therefore don't be like them, for 

your Father knows what things you need, before you ask him. 

Pray like this: 'Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept 

holy. Let your Kingdom come. Let your will be done, as in 

heaven, so on earth. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. Bring us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the 

Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.'  

"'For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you. But if you don't forgive men their tres-

passes, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.'  

"'Moreover when you fast, don't be like the hypocrites, with sad 

faces. For they disfigure their faces, that they may be seen by 

men to be fasting. Most certainly I tell you, they have received 

their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head, and 

wash your face;  so that you are not seen by men to be fasting, 

but by your Father who is in secret, and your Father, who sees in 

secret, will reward you.'"  

Mt 6:19-21,   "'Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in 

and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.'''  
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Mt 6:24-34, "'No one can serve two masters, for either he will 

hate the one and love the other; or else he will be devoted to one 

and despise the other. You can't serve both God and Mammon. 

Therefore, I tell you, don't be anxious for your life: what you 

will eat, or what you will drink; nor yet for your body, what you 

will wear. Isn't life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? See the birds of the sky, that they don't sow, neither do 

they reap, nor gather into barns. Your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Aren't you of much more value than they?'  

"'Which of you, by being anxious, can add one moment to his 

lifespan?  Why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lil-

ies of the field, how they grow. They don't toil, neither do they 

spin, yet I tell you that even Solomon in all his glory was not 

dressed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which today exists, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 

won't he much more clothe you, you of little faith?'  

"'Therefore don't be anxious, saying, 'What will we eat?', 'What 

will we drink?' or, 'With what will we be clothed?' For the Gen-

tiles seek after all these things, for your heavenly Father knows 

that you need all these things.  But seek first God's Kingdom, 

and his righteousness; and all these things will be given to you 

as well. Therefore don't be anxious for tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will be anxious for itself. Each day's own evil is sufficient.'"  

Jesus explains what the 'new birth' is all about                                                                                      
Jn 3:1-8,  "Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nico-

demus, a ruler of the Jews. The same came to him by night, and 

said to him, 'Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from 

God, for no one can do these signs that you do, unless God is 

with him.' Jesus answered him, "Most certainly, I tell you, 

unless one is born anew, he can't see the Kingdom of God.'  

"Nicodemus said to him, 'How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb, and be 

born?' Jesus answered, 'Most certainly I tell you, unless one is 
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born of water and spirit, he can't enter into the Kingdom of God! 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit. Don't marvel that I said to you, 'You must be 

born anew.' The wind blows where it wants to, and you hear its 

sound, but don't know where it comes from and where it is go-

ing. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.'" 

Jn 3:14-15,   '''Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness 

[see Numbers 21:5-9 in the Old Testament], even so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him should not per-

ish, but have eternal life.'"   

Jn 3:16-21,  "God so loved the world, that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life. For God didn't send his Son into the world to 

judge the world, but that the world should be saved through him. 

He who believes in him is not judged. He who doesn't believe 

has been judged already, because he has not believed in the 

name of the one and only Son of God. This is the judgment, that 

the light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness 

rather than the light; for their works were evil. For everyone 

who does evil hates the light, and doesn't come to the light, lest 

his works would be exposed. But he who does the truth comes 

to the light, that his works may be revealed, that they have been 

done in God."   

Jn 4:24,  ''God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the 

Spirit and in truth." 

Jesus taught mind boggling truths in parables and 

plain talk                                                                                                            
Lk 15:11-31,   "He [Jesus] said, 'A certain man had two sons. 

The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me my 

share of your property.' He divided his livelihood between them. 

Not many days after, the younger son gathered all of this to-

gether and travelled into a far country. There he wasted his 

property with riotous living. When he had spent all of it, there 

arose a severe famine in that country, and he began to be in 
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need. He went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that 

country, and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs. He wanted 

to fill his belly with the husks that the pigs ate, but no one gave 

him any. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many hired 

servants of my father's have bread enough to spare, and I'm dy-

ing with hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and will tell 

him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight. I 

am no more worthy to be called your son. Make me as one of 

your hired servants.'  

"He arose, and came to his father. But while he was still far off, 

his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, 

and fell on his neck, and kissed him. The son said to him, 'Fa-

ther, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight. I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his 

servants, 'Bring out the best robe, and put it on him. Put a ring 

on his hand, and shoes on his feet. Bring the fattened calf, kill it, 

and let us eat, and celebrate; for this, my son, was dead, and is 

alive again. He was lost, and is found.' They began to celebrate.  

"Now his elder son was in the field. As he came near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the ser-

vants to him, and asked what was going on. He said to him, 

'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened 

calf, because he has received him back safe and healthy.' But he 

was angry, and would not go in. Therefore his father came out, 

and begged him. But he answered his father, 'Behold, these 

many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed a com-

mandment of yours, but you never gave me a goat, that I might 

celebrate with my friends. But when this, your son, came, who 

has devoured your living with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 

calf for him.'  

"He said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is 

mine is yours. But it was appropriate to celebrate and be glad, 

for this, your brother, was dead, and is alive again. He was lost, 

and is found.'"  
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Lk 11:21-26, [Speaking of the devil and demons Jesus said]: "'When 

the strong man, fully armed, guards his own dwelling, his goods 

are safe. But when someone stronger attacks him and overcomes 

him, he takes from him his whole armour in which he trusted, 

and divides his spoils.'  

"''He that is not with me is against me. He who doesn't gather 

with me scatters.' 

"'The unclean spirit, when he has gone out of the man, passes 

through dry places, seeking rest, and finding none, he says, 'I 

will turn back to my house from which I came out. When he re-

turns, he finds it swept and put in order. Then he goes, and takes 

seven other spirits more evil than himself, and they enter in and 

dwell there. The last state of that man becomes worse than the 

first.'"  

Mk 7:14-23,  "He called all the multitude to himself, and said to 

them, 'Hear me, all of you, and understand. There is nothing 

from outside of the man, that going into him can defile him; but 

the things which proceed out of the man are those that defile the 

man. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear!  

"When he had entered into a house away from the multitude, his 

disciples asked him about the parable. He said to them, 'Are you 

thus without understanding also? Don't you perceive that what-

ever goes into the man from outside can't defile him, because it 

doesn't go into his heart, but into his stomach, then into the la-

trine, thus making all foods clean?' He said, 'That which 

proceeds out of the man, that defiles the man. For from within, 

out of the hearts of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, sex-

ual sins, murders, thefts,  covetings, wickedness, deceit, lustful 

desires, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, and foolishness. All these 

evil things come from within, and defile the man.'"  

Mt 13:24-30,  "He set another parable before them, saying, 'The 

Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his 
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field, but while people slept, his enemy came and sowed darnel 

weeds also among the wheat, and went away.   But when the 

blade sprang up and brought forth fruit, then the darnel weeds 

appeared also. The servants of the householder came and said to 

him, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where did this 

darnel come from?' He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' 

The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and gather them 

up?' But he said, 'No, lest perhaps while you gather up the dar-

nel weeds, you root up the wheat with them. Let both grow 

together until the harvest, and in the harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, 'First, gather up the darnel weeds, and bind them in 

bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn.'"  

Mt 13:36-43,   "…Jesus sent the multitudes away, and went into 

the house. His disciples came to him, saying, 'Explain to us the 

parable of the darnel weeds of the field.' He answered them, 'He 

who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the 

world; and the good seed, these are the children of the King-

dom; and the darnel weeds are the children of the evil one. The 

enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of 

the age, and the reapers are angels. As therefore the darnel 

weeds are gathered up and burned with fire; so will it be at the 

end of this age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and 

they will gather out of his Kingdom all things that cause stum-

bling, and those who do iniquity, and will cast them into the 

furnace of fire. There will be weeping and the gnashing of teeth. 

Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the Kingdom 

of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.'" 

Mt 19:3-9,  "Pharisees came to him, testing him, and saying, 'Is 

it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason?'  

"He answered, 'Haven't you read that he who made them from 

the beginning made them male and female,' and said, 'For this 

cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall join to 

his wife; and the two shall become one flesh?'
 
So that they are 
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no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined to-

gether, don't let man tear apart.'"  

19:7-9, "They asked him, 'Why then did Moses command us to 

give her a bill of divorce, and divorce her?' He said to them, 

"Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, allowed you to 

divorce your wives, but from the beginning it has not been so. I 

tell you that whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual im-

morality, and marries another, commits adultery; and he who 

marries her when she is divorced commits adultery."  

Mk 10:42-45,   "Jesus summoned them, and said to them, 'You 

know that they who are recognized as rulers over the nations 

lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 

them. But it shall not be so among you, but whoever wants to 

become great among you shall be your servant. Whoever of you 

wants to become first among you, shall be bondservant of all. 

For the Son of Man also came not to be served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.'" 

 Mk 12:28-31, "One of the scribes came, and heard them ques-

tioning together. Knowing that he had answered them well, 

asked him, 'Which commandment is the greatest of all?'  

"Jesus answered, 'The greatest is, 'Hear, Israel, the Lord our 

God, the Lord is one: you shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 

with all your strength.'
 
 This is the first commandment. The sec-

ond is like this, 'You shall love your neighbour as yourself.'
  

There is no other commandment greater than these.'"  

Mt 23:1-12,   "Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to his dis-

ciples, saying, 'The scribes and the Pharisees sat on Moses' seat. 

All things therefore whatever they tell you to observe, observe 

and do, but don't do their works; for they say, and don't do. For 

they bind heavy burdens that are grievous to be borne, and lay 

them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not lift a fin-
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ger to help them. But all their works they do to be seen by men. 

They make their phylacteries broad, enlarge the fringes of their 

garments, and love the place of honor at feasts, the best seats in 

the synagogues, the salutations in the marketplaces, and to be 

called 'Rabbi, Rabbi' by men. But don't you be called 'Rabbi,' for 

one is your teacher, the Christ, and all of you are brothers. Call 

no man on the earth your father, for one is your Father, he who 

is in heaven. Neither be called masters, for one is your master, 

the Christ. But he who is greatest among you will be your serv-

ant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 

humbles himself will be exalted.'"  

Lk 12:8-9,   "'I tell you, everyone who confesses me before men, 

him will the Son of Man [Jesus] also confess before the angels 

of God; but he who denies me in the presence of men will be 

denied in the presence of the angels of God.'" 

Lk 9:22-26,   [Jesus speaking of himself said to his disciples]: "'The 

Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the eld-

ers, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be 

raised up.'  

"He said to all, 'If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny 

himself, take up his cross,
 
 and follow me. For whoever desires 

to save his life will lose it, but whoever will lose his life for my 

sake, the same will save it. For what does it profit a man if he 

gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits his own self? For 

whoever will be ashamed of me and of my words, of him will 

the Son of Man be ashamed, when he comes in his glory, and 

the glory of the Father, and of the holy angels.'" 

The religious leaders of the Jews at that time rejected 

Jesus as their Messiah                                                                            

Jn 10:25-32,  "Jesus answered them, 'I told you, and you don't 

believe. The works that I do in my Father's name, these testify 

about me. But you don't believe, because you are not of my 

sheep, as I told you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
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and they follow me. I give eternal life to them. They will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 

who has given them to me, is greater than all. No one is able to 

snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one.' 

"Therefore Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus an-

swered them, 'I have shown you many good works from my 

Father. For which of those works do you stone me?'"  

Jn 18:36-37,  [Accused by the Jewish authority, Jesus said to the Ro-

man governor], "My Kingdom is not of this world. If my 

Kingdom were of this world, then my servants would fight, that 

I wouldn't be delivered to the Jews. But now my Kingdom is not 

from here.' 'Pilate [the Roman procurator in Israel AD 26-36] there-

fore said to him, 'Are you a king then?' 

"Jesus answered, 'You say that I am a king. For this reason I 

have been born, and for this reason I have come into the world, 

that I should testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth lis-

tens to my voice.'"   

Further recommended reading is found in Jn 17:1-4, Rom 9:4-5,  

2 Cor 4:4,  Mt 26:63-64, Jn 18:36-37, Jn 14:15, Lk 9:57-58, 1 Jn 

5:20.    

What Jesus thinks of self-righteous people                                          
Lk 18:9-14,   "'He spoke also this parable to certain people who 

were convinced of their own righteousness, and who despised 

all others. 'Two men went up into the temple to pray; one was a 

Pharisee, and the other was a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 

and prayed to himself like this: 'God, I thank you, that I am not 

like the rest of men, extortioners, unrighteous, adulterers, or 

even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week. I give tithes of 

all that I get.' But the tax collector, standing far away, wouldn't 

even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to 

his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 
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himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be 

exalted.'" 

Jesus urges all people to enter the kingdom of God                                
Jn 17:24  [Jesus prayed]:  "'Father, I want those you have given 

me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you 

have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 

world'.'' 

Lk 13:22-24, ''Jesus went through the towns and villages, teach-

ing as he made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, 

'Lord, are only a few people going to be saved [from hell]?' He 

said to them, 'Make every effort to enter through the narrow 

door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be 

able to'."  

Mt 7:13-14,  [Jesus further said]: "Enter in by the narrow gate; 

for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruc-

tion, and many are those who enter in by it. How narrow is the 

gate, and restricted is the way that leads to life! Few are those 

who find it." 

Col 1:19-23, ''…all the fullness was pleased to dwell in him   

[Jesus]; and through him to reconcile all things to himself, by 

him, whether things on the earth, or things in the heavens, hav-

ing made peace through the blood of his cross.  

"You, being in past times alienated and enemies in your mind in 

your evil works, yet now he has reconciled in the body of his 

flesh through death, to present you holy and without blemish 

and blameless before him, if it is so that you continue in the 

faith, grounded and steadfast, and not moved away from the 

hope of the Good News which you heard, which is being pro-

claimed in all creation under heaven; of which I, Paul, was made 

a servant.'' 
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Eph 2:4-5,   ''Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 

in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved.'' 

Jesus will come back to our earth                                                                                            
Mt 24:4-14,   [Jesus announced about his return to our earth]: "Je-

sus answered them, 'Be careful that no one leads you astray. For 

many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will 

lead many astray. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. 

See that you aren't troubled, for all this must happen, but the end 

is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom; and there will be famines, plagues, and earth-

quakes in various places. But all these things are the beginning 

of birth pains. Then they will deliver you up to oppression, and 

will kill you. You will be hated by all of the nations for my 

name's sake. Then many will stumble, and will deliver up one 

another, and will hate one another. Many false prophets will 

arise, and will lead many astray. Because iniquity will be multi-

plied, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to 

the end, the same will be saved. This Good News of the King-

dom will be preached in the whole world for a testimony to all 

the nations, and then the end will come.'"  

Mt 24:29-30,  "… immediately after the oppression of those 

days [before the return of Jesus], the sun will be darkened, the 

moon will not give its light, the stars will fall from the sky, and 

the powers of the heavens will be shaken; and then the sign of 

the Son of Man will appear in the sky. Then all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 

the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.'" 

Mt 24:44,  "'Therefore also be ready, for in an hour that you 

don't expect, the Son of Man will come.'" 

Mt 13:41-43,  [Jesus said]:  "'The Son of Man will send out his 

angels, and they will gather out of his Kingdom all things that 

cause stumbling, and those who do iniquity, and will cast them 

into the furnace of fire. There will be weeping and the gnashing 
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of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the 

Kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear."   

  

Jesus will take his followers to be with him in heaven 

forever                                                                                                     
Jn 14:1-2,  [Jesus told his disciples /followers]: "'Don't let your 

heart be troubled. Believe in God. Believe also in me. In my Fa-

ther's house are many homes. If it weren't so, I would have told 

you. I am going to prepare a place for you.'" 

  

 Jn 12:26,  [Jesus also said]: '''Whoever serves me must follow 

me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will 

honor the one who serves me'.'' 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD                                                                                                       
[God's Holy Spirit is essentially part of God, and by that eternal]  

God's Spirit enlightens the believers                           

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                                                                            
Jn 14:25-26,   "'I have said these things to you, while still living 

with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and will re-

mind you of all that I said to you.'" 

Jn 15:26  "'When the Counselor has come, whom I will send to 

you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the 

Father, he will testify about me. You [the apostles of Jesus]will 

also testify, because you have been with me from the begin-

ning.'" 

Jn 16:4-15,  "'I have told you these things, so that when the time 

comes, you may remember that I told you about them. I didn't 

tell you these things from the beginning, because I was with 

you. But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you 

asks me, 'Where are you going?' But because I have told you 

these things, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you 

the truth: It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I don't go 

away, the Counsellor won't come to you. But if I go, I will send 

him to you. When he has come, he will convict the world about 

sin, about righteousness, and about judgment; about sin, because 

they don't believe in me; 1about righteousness, because I am go-

ing to my Father, and you won't see me anymore; about 

judgment, because the prince of this world [Satan] has been 

judged.'  

"'I have yet many things to tell you, but you can't bear them 

now. However when he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will 

guide you into all truth, for he will not speak from himself; but 

whatever he hears, he will speak. He will declare to you things 

that are coming. He will glorify me, for he will take from what 

is mine, and will declare it to you. All things whatever the Fa-
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ther has are mine; therefore I said that he takes of mine, and will 

declare it to you.'" 

The legacy Jesus left for his disciples                                                        
Acts 1:8,  [Jesus spoke to his apostles just before his ascension]: 

"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you. You will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth."  

Acts 4:6-12,  "It happened in the morning, that their rulers, eld-

ers, and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem. Annas the 

high priest was there, with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and as 

many as were relatives of the high priest. When they had stood 

them in the middle of them [the apostles Peter and John who had 

been arrested for healing a lame man, and spreading the Gospel to the 

people around them], they inquired, 'By what power, or in what 

name, have you done this?'  

"Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 'You rulers 

of the people, and elders of Israel, if we are examined today 

concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means 

this man has been healed, be it known to you all, and to all the 

people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, in him 

does this man stand here before you whole. He is 'the stone 

which was regarded as worthless by you, the builders, which has 

become the head of the corner.'
 
 There is salvation in none other, 

for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given 

among men, by which we must be saved!'"  

The Spirit of God fills the hearts the believers                                                          
Acts 2:1-4,   ''Now when the day of Pentecost [when the Holy 

Spirit descended on the believers] had come, they were all with one 

accord in one place. Suddenly there came from the sky a sound 

like the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting. Tongues like fire appeared and were 

distributed to them, and one sat on each of them. They were all 
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filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other lan-

guages, as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak." 

 

Acts 4:31,   "When they had prayed, the place was shaken where 

they were gathered together. They were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness." 

 

Acts 13:52  ''The disciples were filled with joy and with the Ho-

ly Spirit.'' 

1 Cor 2:12-14,   '' … we received, not the spirit of the world, but 

the Spirit which is from God, that we might know the things that 

were freely given to us by God. Which things also we speak, not 

in words which man's wisdom teaches, but which the Holy 

Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual things. 

Now the natural man doesn't receive the things of God's Spirit, 

for they are foolishness to him, and he can't know them, because 

they are spiritually discerned.'' 

Eph 4:29-32,   ''Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your 

mouth, but such as is good for building up as the need may be, 

that it may give grace to those who hear. Don't grieve the Holy 

Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed for the day of redemp-

tion. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry, and slander, be put 

away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God also in Christ 

forgave you.'' 

1 Thess 4:3-8,  "…this is the will of God: your sanctification, 

that you abstain from sexual immorality, that each one of you 

know how to possess himself of his own vessel in sanctification 

and honor, not in the passion of lust, even as the Gentiles who 

don't know God; that no one should take advantage of and 

wrong a brother or sister in this matter; because the Lord is an 

avenger in all these things, as also we forewarned you and testi-

fied. For God called us not for uncleanness, but in sanctification. 

Therefore he who rejects this doesn't reject man, but God, who 

has also given his Holy Spirit to you.''  
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Tit 3:3-5,  ''…we were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 

serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 

hateful, and hating one another. But when the kindness of God 

our Savior and his love toward mankind appeared, not by works 

of righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to his 

mercy, he saved us, through the washing of regeneration and re-

newing by the Holy Spirit.''   

Further recommended reading is found in Acts 2:32-33, 7:51, 

Rom 1:4, 1 Pet 2:4-11, 2 Cor 6:4-6, 1 Thess 1:5.     

   

The Holy Spirit of God reveals his Word to us                                                                                
2 Pet 1:19-21,   ''We have the more sure word of prophecy; and 

you do well that you heed it, as to a lamp shining in a dark 

place, … knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of 

private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of 

man: but holy men of God spoke, being moved by the Holy 

Spirit.''  

Jn 14:25-26, "'I [Jesus] have said these things to you, while still 

living with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and 

will remind you of all that I said to you.'" 

The natural and the spiritual are both part of our   

human experience                                                                                
Gal  5:16-25,   "…I say, walk by the Spirit, and you won't fulfil 

the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the 

Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, 

that you may not do the things that you desire. But if you are led 

by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the 

flesh are obvious, which are: adultery, sexual immorality, un-

cleanness, lustfulness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, jealousies, 

outbursts of anger, rivalries, divisions, heresies, envyings, mur-

ders, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these; of which I 

forewarn you, even as I also forewarned you, that those who 

practice such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God.  
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"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things 

there is no law. Those who belong to Christ have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and lusts. If we live by the Spirit, let's 

also walk by the Spirit."                                                                                     

Additional reading Acts 13:52. 
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REMEDY FOR SIN IN THE QUR'AN   

Repentance                                                                                                                      

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
68: 8,  ''O ye who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repent-

ance: in the hope that your Lord will remove from you your ills 

and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers flow.'' 

85: 10,  ''Those who persecute (or draw into temptation) the be-

lievers, men and women, and do not turn in repentance, will 

have the penalty of hell: they will have the penalty of the burn-

ing fire.'' 

                                                                                                                           

39:53-56,  ''Say: O my Servants who have transgressed against 

their souls. Despair not of the mercy of Allah: For Allah for-

gives all sins: For He is oft-forgiving, most merciful. Turn ye to 

your Lord (in repentance) and bow to His (will), before the pen-

alty comes on you: after that ye shall not be helped. And follow 

the best of (the courses) revealed to you from your Lord, before 

the penalty comes on you of a sudden while ye perceive not. 

Lest the soul should (then) say: Ah. Woe is me. In that I ne-

glected (my duty) towards Allah, and was but among those who 

mocked.'' 

4:15-18,   ''If any of your women are guilty of lewdness, take the 

evidence of four (reliable) witnesses from amongst you against 

them; and if they testify, confine them to houses until death do 

claim them, or Allah ordain for them some (other) way. If two 

men among you are guilty of lewdness, punish them both. If 

they repent and amend, leave them alone; for Allah is oft-

returning, most. Allah accepts the repentance of those who do 

evil in ignorance and repent soon afterwards; to them will Allah 

turn in mercy: for Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom. Of  

effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil, until 

death faces one of them, and he says, now have I repented in-

deed; nor of those who die rejecting faith: for them have we 

prepared a punishment most grievous.'' 
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25:68-71,   ''Those who invoke not, with Allah, any other god, 

nor slay such life as Allah has made sacred, except for just 

cause, nor commit fornication; and any that does this (not only) 

meets punishment. (But) the penalty on the Day of Judgment 

will be doubled to him, and he will dwell therein in ignominy. 

Unless he, repents, believes, and works righteous deeds, for Al-

lah will change the evil of such persons into good, and Allah is 

oft - forgiving, most merciful, And whoever repents and does 

good has truly turned to Allah with an (acceptable) conversion.'' 

Forgiveness                                                                                                                               
3:29-31,   ''Say: whether ye hide what is in your hearts or reveal 

it, Allah knows it all: he knows what is in the heavens, and what 

is on earth. And Allah has power over all things.  On the day 

when every soul will be confronted with all the good it has 

done, it will wish there were a great distance between it and its 

evil. But Allah caution you (to remember) himself. And Allah is 

full of kindness to those that serve him. Say: "If ye do love Al-

lah, follow me [Muhammad]: Allah will love you and forgive you 

your sins; for Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful." 

3:135-136 ,   ''And those who, having done something to be 

ashamed of, or wronged their own souls, and ask for forgiveness 

for their sins, and who can forgive sins except Allah? And are 

never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have 

done for such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and 

gardens with rivers flowing underneath - an eternal dwelling: 

how excellent a recompense for those who work (and strive)!'' 

2:284,   ''To Allah belongeth all that is in the heavens and on 

earth. Whether ye show what is in your minds or conceal it, Al-

lah calleth you to account for it. He forgiveth whom he pleaseth, 

and punisheth whom he pleaseth. For Allah hath power over all 

things.'' 

4:48,  ''Allah forgiveth not that partners should be set up with 

him; but he forgiveth anything else, to whom he pleaseth; to set 

up partners with Allah is to devise a sin most heinous indeed.'' 
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4:137,  ''Those who believe, then reject faith, then believe 

(again) and (again) reject faith, and go on increasing in unbelief, 

Allah will not forgive them nor guide them on the way.'' 

35:7,   ''For those who reject Allah is a terrible penalty: but for 

those who believe and work righteous deeds, is forgiveness, and 

a magnificent reward.'' 

53:31,    ''Yea, to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and on 

earth: so that He rewards those who do evil, according to their 

deeds, and He rewards those who do good, with what is best.'' 

57:21,   ''Be ye foremost (in seeking) forgiveness from your 

Lord, and a garden (of bliss), the width whereof is as the width 

of heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and 

His messengers: that is the grace of Allah, which He bestows on 

whom He pleases: and Allah is the Lord of grace abounding.''  

Mercy and grace                                                                                                              
4:83, ''...Were it not for the grace and mercy of Allah unto you, 

all but a few of you would have followed Satan.'' 

1: 6-7,  ''Show us the straight way, the way of those on whom 

Thou hast bestowed Thy grace, those whose (portion) is not 

wrath, and who go not astray.'' 

24: 38,  ''That Allah may reward them according to the best of 

their deeds, and add even more for them out of His grace: for 

Allah doth provide for those whom He will, without measure.'' 

4: 175,  ''Then those who believe in Allah, and hold fast to him, 

soon will he admit them to mercy and grace from Himself, and 

guide them to Himself by a straight way.'' 

2:213,   "... the People of the Book, after the clear signs came to 

them, did not differ among themselves, except through selfish 

contumacy [resistance to authority]. Allah by His grace guided 

the believers to the truth, concerning that wherein they differed. 

For Allah guides whom He will to a path that is straight.'' 
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57: 21-22,   ''Be ye foremost (in seeking) forgiveness from your 

Lord, and a garden (of bliss), the width whereof is as the width 

of heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and 

His messengers: that is the grace of Allah, which He bestows on 

whom He pleases: and Allah is the Lord of grace abounding. No 

misfortune can happen on earth or in your souls but is recorded 

in a decree before We bring it into existence: that is truly easy 

for Allah.'' 

57: 28-29,  ''O ye that believe! Fear Allah, and believe in His 

messenger, and He will bestow on you a double portion of His 

mercy: He will provide for you a light by which ye shall walk 

(straight in your path), and He will forgive you (your past): for 

Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful.  That the People of the 

Book may know that they have no power whatever over the 

grace of Allah, that (His) grace is (entirely) in His hand, to be-

stow it on whomsoever He wills. For Allah is the Lord of grace 

abounding.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 35:45, 7:155-

156, 48:25, 3:103, 48: 29, 8: 29, 8: 53,  10:57-58, 11: 3, 14: 11, 

23:118, 28: 73, 33: 72, 35:2-3, 39: 9, 68: 48-49. 

Salvation - the rescue from deserved punishment                                                            
6:15-16 ,  ''Say: I would, if I disobeyed my Lord, indeed have 

fear of the penalty of a mighty day. On that day, if the penalty is 

averted from any, it is due to Allah's mercy; and that would be 

(salvation), the obvious fulfillment of all desire.'' 

3:185,   ''Every soul shall have a taste of death: and only on the 

Day of Judgment shall you be paid your full recompense. Only 

he who is saved far from the fire and admitted to the garden will 

have attained the object (of life): for the life of this world is but 

good and chattels of deception.'' 

2:112,   ''Nay, whoever submits his whole self to Allah and is a 

doer of good - he will get his reward with his Lord; on such 

shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.''    
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5:70,   ''Those who believe (in the Qur'an), those who follow 

the Jewish (scriptures), and the Sabians and the Christians, any 

who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the work righteous-

ness, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.'' 

5:119,    ''Allah will say: 'This is a day on which the truthful will 

profit from their truth: theirs are gardens, with rivers flowing 

beneath - their eternal home: Allah well-pleased with them, and 

they with Allah: that is the great salvation, (the fulfillment of all 

desires)'.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 3:17-19, 

39:60-61, 3:85,  16:93, 40:41-42,  8:29.       

[In contrast to the above doctrine we find another way outlined in the 

Qur'an]:                                

Allah alone determines man's life and destiny                                

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
9:51,   ''Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has decreed 

for us.'' 

13:39,   ''Allah doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth.'' 

76:29-30,   ''This is an admonition: whosoever will, let him take 

a (straight) path to his Lord. But ye will not, except as Allah 

wills; for Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom.'' 

37:96,   ''Allah has created you and your handiwork [what you 

do].'' 

16:36,   ''Of the people were some whom Allah guided, and 

some on whom error became inevitably (established).'' 

16:37,   ''Allah guideth not such as He leaves astray [should read 

'leads astray'], and there is none to help them.'' 

14:4,  ''Allah sendeth whom He will astray, and guideth whom 

He will. He is the Mighty, the Wise.'' (Translation by Pickthall).    
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5:18,   ''He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He punisheth 

whom He pleaseth.'' 

2:6-7,   ''As to those who rejected faith, it is the same to them 

whether thou warn them or do not warn them; they will not be-

lieve. Allah hath set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing 

and on their eyes is a veil; great is the penalty they (incur).'' 

16:93,   ''If Allah so willed He could make you all one people: 

but He leaves straying  [again: 'leads astray'] whom He pleases 

and He guides whom He pleases: but ye shall certainly be called 

to account for all your actions.'' 

11:118-119,   ''If thy Lord had so willed, He could have made 

mankind one people; but they will not cease to dispute, except 

those on whom thy Lord hath bestowed His Mercy. And for this 

did He create them: and the Word of thy Lord shall be fulfilled: 

‘I will fill Hell with Jinns and men together'.'' 

16:93,    ''If Allah so willed, he could make you all one people: 

but he leaves straying [should read 'leads astray'] whom he pleases, 

but ye shall certainly be called to account for all your actions.'' 

6:149,   ''Say: ‘With Allah is the argument that reaches home: if 

it had been his will, he could indeed have guided you all'.'' 

7:178-179,   ''Whom Allah doth guide - he is on the right path; 

whom He rejects from His guidance - such are the persons who 

perish. Many are the Jinns and men we have made for Hell; they 

have hearts wherewith they understand not, eyes wherewith they 

see not and ears wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle - 

nay more misguided.'' 

32:13, If ''We had so willed we could certainly have brought 

every soul its true guidance: but the world from Me will come 

true, I will fill hell with Jinns and men all together.'' 

32:13-14,  ''If We had so willed we could certainly have brought 

every soul its true guidance: but the word from Me will come 
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true, I will fill hell with Jinns and men all together. Taste ye 

then - for ye forget the meeting of this day of yours, and We too 

will forget you taste ye the penalty of eternity for your (evil) 

deeds.''                                                                                                          

Guidance, forgiveness, and punishment are predeter-

mined by Allah                                                    
10:99-100,  ''If it had been thy Lord's will, they would all have 

believed, all who are on earth! Wilt thou then compel mankind, 

against their will, to believe! No soul can believe, except by the 

will of Allah, and he will place doubt (or obscurity) on those 

who will not understand.''  

76:29-31,   ''This is an admonition: whosoever will, let him take 

a (straight) path to his Lord. But ye will not, except as Allah 

wills; for Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom. He will admit 

to His mercy whom He will; but the wrongdoers, for them has 

He prepared a grievous penalty.'' 

28:67-68,    ''But any that (in this life) had repented, believed, 

and worked righteousness, will have hopes to be among those 

who achieve salvation. Thy Lord does create and choose as He 

pleases: no choice have they (in the matter): Glory to Allah! and 

far is He above the partners they ascribe (to him)!'' 

5:40,   ''Knowest thou not that to Allah (alone) belongeth the 

dominion of the heavens and the earth? He punisheth whom he 

pleaseth, and he forgiveth whom he pleases: and Allah hath 

power over all things.'' 

81:27-29,  ''Verily this is no less than a message to (all) the 

worlds: (With profit) to whoever among you wills to go straight: 

But ye shall not will except as Allah wills, the cherisher of the 

worlds.'' 

6:107,   ''If it had been Allah's plan, they would not have taken 

false gods.'' 
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More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '8. Predestination as it 
is taught in the Qur'an and Hadith'  (P.299)                                                                                                                         

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 3:128-129, 

17:54, 57:22, 24:21, 57:21, 6: 111, 64:11,  6:39,  13:11, 29:21, 

57:22, 11:34, 74:55-56,  10:107, 2:272, 2:6-7, 30:54, 3:73-74, 

13:26, 30:37, 34:35-36, 62:4, 6:125-126, 4:88, 13:39, 17: 13,  

36: 8-10, 91:7-10, 9: 51, 24:37-38, 28:56, 30:5-6, 35:16-17, 

42:49-50, 57:29, 74:31,   76:28-31, 5:18, 13:27, 48:14, 42:13, 

6:137, 30:29,  4:142-144, 30:58-59, 40:33-34, 42:7-8,  42:43-46, 

16:8-9, 6:137, 6:128, 35:7-8, 21:47, 16:93, 16:36-37, 14:4, 

39:23, 39:36-37, 47:16, 6:112, 37:96. 
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WHAT AND WHERE IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD?                                    
[The Kingdom of God is also called the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 

Kingdom of Christ. These names are interchangeable. The people of 

the kingdom are those who subject themselves to the heavenly king. In 

most of  the following   passages Jesus introduces us to his kingdom]:                       

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                     

Lk 17:20-21,   "Being asked by the Pharisees when the King-

dom of God would come, he answered them, 'The Kingdom of 

God doesn't come with observation; neither will they say, 'Look, 

here!' or, 'Look, there!' for behold, the Kingdom of God is with-

in you.'" 

Mt 6:33,    [Jesus urged people to] "'…seek first God's Kingdom, 

and his righteousness; and all these things will be given to you 

as well.''' 

Lk 18:16-17,   "Jesus summoned them, saying, 'Allow the little 

children to come to me, and don't hinder them, for the Kingdom 

of God belongs to such as these. Most certainly, I tell you, who-

ever doesn't receive the Kingdom of God like a little child, he 

will in no way enter into it.' [trusting]. Truly I tell you, anyone 

who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 

never enter it'."  

Lk 12:32-34,   "'Don't be afraid, little flock, for it is your Fa-

ther's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. Sell that which 

you have, and give gifts to the needy. Make for yourselves purs-

es which don't grow old, a treasure in the heavens that doesn't 

fail, where no thief approaches, neither moth destroys. For 

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.''' 

Mt 7:21,   "'Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will en-

ter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven.'" 

Mt 5:10, "'Blessed are those who have been persecuted for 

righteousness' sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.'" 
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Mt 13:44,  "'Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure 

hidden in the field, which a man found, and hid. In his joy, he 

goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.'" [It is the seek-

er who finds the treasure, which in this parable is Jesus] 

 Mt 13:45-46,   "'Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a treas-

ure hidden in the field, which a man found, and hid. In his joy, 

he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.'" [The mer-

chant is Jesus. He gave everything he had - his life- to buy with his life 

those pearls, that is those why believe him]. 

Mt 13:47-51, "'Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a dragnet, 

that was cast into the sea, and gathered some fish of every kind, 

which, when it was filled, they drew up on the beach. They sat 

down, and gathered the good into containers, but the bad they 

threw away. So will it be in the end of the world. The angels 

will come forth, and separate the wicked from among the right-

eous, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be 

the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.' Jesus said to them, 'Have 

you understood all these things?' They answered him, 'Yes, 

Lord.'"  

Lk 6:20,  ''Looking at his disciples, he [Jesus] said: 'Blessed are 

you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God'.'' 

Mk 10:23-27, "Jesus looked around, and said to his disciples, 

'How difficult it is for those who have riches to enter into the 

Kingdom of God!' The disciples were amazed at his words. But 

Jesus answered again, 'Children, how hard is it for those who 

trust in riches to enter into the Kingdom of God!  It is easier for 

a camel to go through a needle's eye than for a rich man to enter 

into the Kingdom of God.' They were exceedingly astonished, 

saying to him, 'Then who can be saved?' Jesus, looking at them, 

said, 'With men it is impossible, but not with God, for all things 

are possible with God.'"  

Lk 9:62,  ''Jesus replied, 'No one who puts a hand to the plough 

and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.'" 
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Mt 24:14,  '"This Good News of the Kingdom will be preached 

in the whole world for a testimony to all the nations, and then 

the end will come.'" 

Heb 12:28-29, ''Therefore, receiving a Kingdom that can't be 

shaken, let us have grace, through which we serve God accepta-

bly, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire."  

Further recommended reading is found in Col 1:13-16, Gal 

5:19-21,  Lk 16:16, Mt 13:24-30, Mt 13:36-51, Mk 4:26-33,  Mt 

18:3, Lk 13:18-21, Rom 14:17, Mt 5:19, Mt 13:33, Mt 19:23-24,  

Lk 18:25-27,  Mt 22:2-14,  1 Cor 4:20, Col 2:8-10 and 13-14, 

Heb 1:8-9. 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '10, The Kingdom of God 
and the Church'  (P.310)                                                                                                                                        
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WHO ARE TRUE CHRISTIANS?  

 

Those who admit and confess their sin to God                                                        

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Psa 32:5,  [David, praying to God]: ''I acknowledged my sin to 

you. I didn't hide my iniquity. I said, I will confess my trans-

gressions to Yahweh, and you forgave the iniquity of my sin."  
 

2 Cor 5:17-21, ''… if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old things have passed away. Behold, all things have be-

come new. But all things are of God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Jesus Christ, and gave to us the ministry of rec-

onciliation; namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the 

world to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, and 

having committed to us the word of reconciliation. We are 

therefore ambassadors on behalf of Christ, as though God were 

entreating by us. We beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 

to God. For him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our be-

half; so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.''        

1 Jn 1:5-10,  "This is the message which we have heard from 

him and announce to you, that God is light, and in him is no 

darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him and 

walk in the darkness, we lie, and don't tell the truth. But if we 

walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us 

from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-

selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and righteous to forgive us the sins, and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. If we say that we haven't sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us.''  

Rom 5:1-2,  ''Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through whom we also 

have our access by faith into this grace in which we stand. We 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God.'' 
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Rev 21:5-6,   "He who sits on the throne [God at the end of time] 

said, 'Behold, I am making all things new.' He said, 'Write, for 

these words of God are faithful and true.' He said to me, 'It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 

End. I will give freely to him who is thirsty from the spring of 

the water of life.'" 

Further recommended reading is found in Pro 28:13. 

Christians believe in Jesus                                                                          
1 Jn 5:10-12,  '' He who believes in the Son of God has the tes-

timony in himself. He who doesn't believe God has made him a 

liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has 

given concerning his Son. The testimony is this, that God gave 

to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son 

has the life. He who doesn't have God's Son doesn't have the 

life.''  

Psa 34:5,  ''Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are 

never covered with shame.'' 

Col 2:13-15, ''You were dead through your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh. He [God] made you alive together 

with him [Jesus], having forgiven us all our trespasses, wiping 

out the handwriting in ordinances which was against us; and he 

has taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross; having 

stripped the principalities and the powers, he made a show of 

them openly, triumphing over them in it..''                                                                                                       

1 Cor 2:12-14, ''…we received, not the spirit of the world, but 

the Spirit which is from God, that we might know the things that 

were freely given to us by God. Which things also we speak, not 

in words which man's wisdom teaches, but which the Holy Spir-

it teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual things. Now 

the natural man doesn't receive the things of God's Spirit, for 

they are foolishness to him, and he can't know them, because 

they are spiritually discerned..''                                                                               
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Eph 1:3-10,  ''Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in Christ; even as he chose us in him before the 

foundation of the world, that we would be holy and without 

blemish before him in love; having predestined us for adoption 

as children through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 

good pleasure of his desire, to the praise of the glory of his 

grace, by which he freely bestowed favor on us in the Beloved, 

in whom we have our redemption through his blood, the for-

giveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 

which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and pru-

dence, making known to us the mystery of his will, according to 

his good pleasure which he purposed in him to an administration 

of the fullness of the times, to sum up all things in Christ, the 

things in the heavens, and the things on the earth, in him.''  

Heb 12:1-3,  ''...Therefore let us also, seeing we are surrounded 

by so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight and the 

sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with patience the 

race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of faith, who for the joy that was set before him en-

dured the cross, despising its shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God.''  

Further recommended reading is found in Deut 33:27. 

Christian believers are not perfect, but forgiven                                 
Rom 8:1-8,  ''There is therefore now no condemnation to those 

who are in Christ Jesus, who don't walk according to the flesh, 

but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death. For 

what the law couldn't do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 

God did, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 

for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh; that the ordinance of the 

law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but af-

ter the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 

the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind of the flesh is 
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death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace; because the 

mind of the flesh is hostile towards God; for it is not subject to 

God's law, neither indeed can it be. Those who are in the flesh 

can't please God.'' 

1 Jn 1:6,    "If we say that we have fellowship with him and 

walk in the darkness, we lie, and don't tell the truth.''  

Gal 5:13-14,   "…you, brothers, were called for freedom. Only 

don't use your freedom for gain to the flesh, but through love be 

servants to one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one 

word, in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
 
 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '12. Justified by grace'  
(P. 312) 

Php 1:27,   ''Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ.'' (NIV)                                                                    

1 Cor 11:32,  ''… when we are judged, we are punished by the 

Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.''  

Heb 12:6,  ''For whom the Lord loves, he chastens,  

and scourges every son whom he receives.'' 

Heb 12:14,  ''All chastening seems for the present to be not joy-

ous but grievous; yet afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been exercised thereby.'' 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '11. Who is a true 
Christian' (P. 311) 

Already the Jewish believers under the 'Old Covenant' 

relied on God 

Psa 62:1-2,  ''My soul rests in God alone. My salvation is from 

him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress -   

I will never be greatly shaken.''  

Psa 27:7-8, ''Hear, Yahweh, when I cry with my voice.  
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Have mercy also on me, and answer me. When you said, 'Seek 

my face,' my heart said to you, 'I will seek your face, Yahweh.'''                      

 

Psa 13:5-6,   ''But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoic-

es in your salvation. I will sing the LORD's praise, for he has 

been good to me.'' 

 

Psa 28:7,  ''Yahweh is my strength and my shield. My heart has 

trusted in him, and I am helped. Therefore my heart greatly  

rejoices. With my song I will thank him.'' 

                                                                                                                             

Psa 73:23-28,  "Nevertheless, I am continually with you.  

You have held my right hand. You will guide me with your 

counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.  

Who do I have in heaven? There is no one on earth who I desire 

besides you. My flesh and my heart fails,  

but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  

For, behold, those who are far from you shall perish.  

You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to you.  

But it is good for me to come close to God. I have made the 

Lord Yahweh my refuge, that I may tell of all your works.'' 

                                                                                                                              

Psa 86:11-13,  ''Teach me your way, LORD, that I may rely on 

your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear 

your name. I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; I 

will glorify your name forever. For great is your love toward 

me; you have delivered me from the depths, from the realm of 

the dead.''  

Psa 31:14-15, ''I trust in you, Yahweh. I said, "You are my God.  

My times are in your hand.'' 

                                                                                                                                              

Psa 16:7-11,   ''I will bless Yahweh, who has given me counsel.  

Yes, my heart instructs me in the night seasons.  

I have set Yahweh always before me. Because he is at my right 

hand, I shall not be moved.  

 

"Therefore my heart is glad, and my tongue rejoices.  
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My body shall also dwell in safety. For you will not leave my 

soul in Sheol, neither will you allow your holy one to see cor-

ruption.  

 

"You will show me the path of life. In your presence is fullness 

of joy. In your right hand there are pleasures forevermore.''  

                                                                                                                                    

Psa 16:2, ''My soul, you have said to Yahweh, 'You are my 

Lord. Apart from you I have no good thing.'"  

                                                                                                                        

Job 31:1,  "I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully 

at a young woman." 

Psa 62:10,  ''...though your riches increase, do not set your heart 

on them.''  

Psa 30:11-12, ''You have turned my mourning into dancing for 

me. You have removed my sackcloth, and clothed me with 

gladness, to the end that my heart may sing praise to you, and 

not be silent. Yahweh my God, I will give thanks to you forev-

er!''    

                                                                                                                      

Psa 17:15,  ''As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your 

face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your like-

ness.'' (NIV) 

Further recommended reading is found in Psa 49:16-19,  Psa 

18:19, Psa 84:11, Psa 36:9, Psa 28:1.  

The joy of believers                                                                                                                               
Acts 2:28,  ''You made known to me the ways of life.  
You will make me full of gladness with your presence.'' 

 

Rom 15:13,  ''Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, that you may abound in hope, in the power 

of the Holy Spirit.'' 

1 Pet 1:8-9,  ''Though you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
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filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiv-

ing the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.'' 
(NIV) 

Eph 3:12,   "...in  [Jesus] we have boldness and access in confi-

dence through our faith in him.''                                                                                                                

2 Cor 3:4-6, ''Such confidence we have through Christ toward 

God; not that we are sufficient of ourselves, to account anything 

as from ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God; who also 

made us sufficient as servants of a new covenant; not of the let-

ter, but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Heb 9:14-15, Acts 

13:52, 1 Pet 4:7-8.                                                                                               

Christians are challenged to live a holy life                                                                                
[They do not have a  halo and live a drab life. To be holy in the bibli-

cal sense means to be set apart for God, to lead a purposeful and yet 

'normal' life with and for God. Notice: they are made holy by Jesus, 

and called upon to translate this into their daily lives.] 

1 Cor 6:19-20,   ''… don't you know that your body is a temple 

of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which you have from God? 

You are not your own, for you were bought with a price [the 

blood and life of Jesus]. Therefore glorify God in your body and 

in your spirit, which are God's. Therefore honor God with your 

bodies.'' 

2 Pet 3:11-12, "…what kind of people ought you to be in holy 

living and godliness, looking for and earnestly desiring the com-

ing of the day of God." 

1 Pet 1:15,  "…just as he [God] who called you is holy, you 

yourselves also be holy in all of your behavior." 

Heb 12:14,  "Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctifica-

tion without which no man will see the Lord". 
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Further recommended reading is found in Rom 6:19, 2 Cor. 7:1, 

Eph 4:24, 2 Tim 1:9, 1 Thess 4:7, Tit 1:8, Heb 10:10.   

Admonition for believers                                                                                                                    
Psa 39:4,  "Yahweh, show me my end, what is the measure of 

my days. Let me know how frail I am.'' 

Php 2:1-13, "If there is therefore any exhortation in Christ, if 

any consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 

tender mercies and compassion, make my joy full, by being 

like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one 

mind; doing nothing through rivalry or through conceit, but in 

humility, each counting others better than himself; each of you 

not just looking to his own things, but each of you also to the 

things of others.  

"Have this in your mind, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 

existing in the form of God, didn't consider equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

servant, being made in the likeness of men. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, 

yes, the death of the cross. Therefore God also highly exalted 

him, and gave to him the name which is above every name;  that 

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 

those on earth, and those under the earth, and that every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

"So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not 

only in my presence, but now much more in my absence, work 

out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God 

who works in you both to will and to work, for his good pleas-

ure.''  

1 Jn 4:7-16,  ''Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 

God; and everyone who loves is born of God, and knows God. 

He who doesn't love doesn't know God, for God is love. By this 
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God's love was revealed in us, that God has sent his one and on-

ly Son into the world that we might live through him. In this is 

love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 

Son as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, if God loved 

us in this way, we also ought to love one another. No one has 

seen God at any time. If we love one another, God remains in 

us, and his love has been perfected in us.  

"By this we know that we remain in him and he in us, because 

he has given us of his Spirit. We have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent the Son as the Savior of the world. Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him, and 

he in God. We know and have believed the love which God has 

for us. God is love, and he who remains in love remains in God, 

and God remains in him.''  

Further recommended reading is found in 2 Cor 5:14-21.      

 

Beware of deception                                                                                                                       
Gal 6:7-8,   ''Don't be deceived. God is not mocked, for whatev-

er a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his 

own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption. But he who sows 

to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. For if a man 

thinks himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceives 

himself. But let each man test his own work, and then he will 

take pride in himself and not in his neighbor.''   

                                                                                                                            

2 Cor 11:3-4,  ''I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the 

serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from 

your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes 

to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or 

if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a 

different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it 

easily enough.'' 

Gal 1:7-9, ''…there isn't another 'good news'. Only there are 

some who trouble you, and want to pervert the Good News of 

Christ. But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should 
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preach to you any 'good news' other than that which we 

preached to you, let him be cursed. As we have said before, so I 

now say again: if any man preaches to you any 'good news' oth-

er than that which you received, let him be cursed.''  

 

2 Cor 11:13-14,  ''…such men are false apostles, deceitful work-

ers, masquerading as Christ's apostles. And no wonder, for even 

Satan masquerades as an angel of light..''  

 

1 Jn 2:22-23,  ''Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is 

the Christ [Messiah]? This is the Antichrist, he who denies the 

Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son, the same doesn't 

have the Father. He who confesses the Son has the Father also.'' 

Eph 5:5, ''Know this for sure, that no sexually immoral person, 

nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has 

any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and God."  

Eph 5:6-11,  ''Let no one deceive you with empty words. For be-

cause of these things, the wrath of God comes on the children of 

disobedience. Therefore don't be partakers with them. For you 

were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord. Walk as chil-

dren of light, for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and 

righteousness and truth, proving what is well pleasing to the 

Lord. Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but rather even reprove them..''                                          

                                                                                                                            

Col 2:8,  ''Be careful that you don't let anyone rob you through 

his philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 

the elements of the world, and not after Christ.''   

Mt 24:4-5,   '"…many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the 

Christ,' and will lead many astray. You will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars. See that you aren't troubled, for all this must 

happen, but the end is not yet.''' 

Gal 6:3  '…'if a man thinks himself to be something when he is 

nothing, he deceives himself..''  
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Further recommended reading is found in Deut 6:25. 

Strive for these things….                                                                                                    
Col 3:12-15,  ''Put on therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, humility, 

and perseverance; bearing with one another, and forgiving each 

other, if any man has a complaint against any; even as Christ 

forgave you, so you also do. Above all these things, walk in 

love, which is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God 

rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; 

and be thankful.''                                                                                                 

Mt 5:44-48,   [Jesus said]: '''I tell you, love your enemies, bless 

those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray 

for those who mistreat you and persecute you, that you may be 

children of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun 

to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and 

the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward do 

you have? Don't even the tax collectors do the same? If you only 

greet your friends, what more do you do than others? Don't even 

the tax collectors do the same? Therefore you shall be perfect, 

just as your Father in heaven is perfect.''' 

Eph 4:18-32,   ''They [unbelieving Gentiles] are darkened in their 

understanding and separated from the life of God because of the 

ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 

Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to 

sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they 

are full of greed. That, however, is not the way of life you 

learned when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in 

accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.  

''You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put 

off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful de-

sires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put 

on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 

holiness.  
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''Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truth-

fully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 'In 

your anger do not sin': Do not let the sun go down while you are 

still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. Anyone who 

has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 

something useful with their own hands, that they may have 

something to share with those in need. Do not let any unwhole-

some talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit 

those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 

whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all 

bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with eve-

ry form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.''  

 Heb 12:2,   ''…lay aside every weight and the sin which so              

easily entangles us, and let us run with patience the race that is 

set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,                 

despising its shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.''  

Mt 10:16,  [Jesus said to his disciples]: "'Behold, I send you out as 

sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents, and 

harmless as doves.’" 

1 Pet 5:6-9, "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 

hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time; casting all your 

worries on him, because he cares for you.  

"Be sober and self-controlled. Be watchful. Your adversary the 

devil, walks around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 

devour. Withstand him steadfast in your faith, knowing that 

your brothers who are in the world are undergoing the same suf-

ferings.''  

Jas 1:2-3,  ''Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, when-

ever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 

testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance 
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finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 

lacking anything.''  

Jas 1:12, ''Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, 

having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life 

that the Lord has promised to those who love him.'' 

1 Pet 1:13-16,   ''Prepare your minds for action, be self-

controlled, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when 

Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do 

not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in igno-

rance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all 

you do; for it is written: 'Be holy, because I am holy'."  

Col 2:2-4, "I desire … that their hearts may be comforted, they 

being knit together in love, and gaining all riches of the full as-

surance of understanding, that they may know the mystery of 

God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are all the treas-

ures of wisdom and knowledge hidden."   

Flee these things...                                                                                   
2 Tim 2:22-23,   "Flee from youthful lusts; but pursue right-

eousness, faith, love, and peace with those who call on the Lord 

out of a pure heart. But refuse foolish and ignorant questionings, 

knowing that they generate strife." 

Eph 5:3-4,  "… sexual immorality, and all uncleanness, or cov-

etousness, let it not even be mentioned among you, as becomes 

saints; nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are 

not appropriate; but rather giving of thanks.''  

1 Pet 2:1-3, ''Putting away therefore all wickedness, all deceit, 

hypocrisies, envies, and all evil speaking, as newborn babies, 

long for the pure milk of the Word, that you may grow there-

by…"  

1 Pet 2:11-16,   ''... Beloved, I beg you as foreigners and pil-

grims, to abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 

having good behavior among the nations, so in that of which 
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they speak against you as evil-doers, they may by your good 

works, which they see, glorify God in the day of visitation.  

Therefore subject yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 

Lord's sake: whether to the king, as supreme; or to governors, as 

sent by him for vengeance on evil-doers and for praise to those 

who do well. For this is the will of God, that by well-doing you 

should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and 

not using your freedom for a cloak of wickedness, but as bond-

servants of God." 

Rom 6:11-14,  ''…consider yourselves also to be dead to sin, but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore don't let sin 

reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 

Neither present your members to sin as instruments of unrighte-

ousness, but present yourselves to God, as alive from the dead, 

and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For 

sin will not have dominion over you. For you are not under law, 

but under grace.''  

Tit 2:11-14,   ''The grace of God has appeared that offers salva-

tion to all people. It teaches us to say 'No' to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly 

lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope - the 

appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wicked-

ness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, 

eager to do what is good.''  

1 Tim 6:6-11,   ''Godliness with contentment is great gain. For 

we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out 

of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 

that. Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap 

and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people in-

to ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But 

you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.''  
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Heb 3:12-14,   ''Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there be in any 

one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the liv-

ing God; but exhort one another day by day, so long as it is 

called 'today;' lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitful-

ness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold 

fast the beginning of our confidence firm to the end.''  

Further recommended reading is found in 1 Thess 5:9, Heb 

12:28-29, Rom 2:1-4,  Rom 15:4-7, 1 Cor 3:16-17, 1 Cor 5:11. 

Believers are to live with integrity                                                                                         
Php  4:8,  "Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever 

things are honorable, whatever things are just, whatever things 

are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of 

good report; if there is any virtue, and if there is any praise, 

think about these things.''  

Rom 12:9-19, ''Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which 

is evil. Cling to that which is good. In love of the brothers be 

tenderly affectionate one to another; in honor preferring one an-

other; not lagging in diligence; fervent in spirit; serving the 

Lord; rejoicing in hope; enduring in troubles; continuing stead-

fastly in prayer; contributing to the needs of the saints; given to 

hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless, and don't 

curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice. Weep with those who 

weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Don't set your 

mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Don't be 

wise in your own conceits. Repay no one evil for evil. Respect 

what is honorable in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as 

much as it is up to you, be at peace with all men. Don't seek re-

venge yourselves, beloved, but give place to God's wrath. For it 

is written, 'Vengeance belongs to me; I will repay, says the 

Lord.'"
  

''Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God's 

wrath, for it is written: 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay,' says 

the Lord." 
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2 Pet 1:5-8,  ''Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; 

and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; 

and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godli-

ness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 

love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, 

they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.'' (NIV)                                                   

2 Cor 4:2,  ''…we have renounced the hidden things of shame, 

not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceit-

fully; but by the manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.''  

Hardships are bound to come                                                                    

1 Pet 3:14-16,   "…even if you should suffer for righteousness' 

sake, you are blessed. 'Don't fear what they fear, neither be trou-

bled.' But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts; and always be 

ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason con-

cerning the hope that is in you, with humility and fear: having a 

good conscience; that, while you are spoken against as evildo-

ers, they may be disappointed who curse your good manner of 

life in Christ.''  

2 Cor 4:16-18,  ''Therefore we don't faint, but though our out-

ward man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by 

day. For our light affliction, which is for the moment, works for 

us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory; while 

we don't look at the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporal, 

but the things which are not seen are eternal… Even so, affec-

tionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to 

you, not the Good News of God only, but also our own souls, 

because you had become very dear to us.'' 

1 Thess 2:2-6 and 8, ''We [the Apostle Paul and Silas] having suf-

fered before and been shamefully treated, as you know, at 

Philippi, we grew bold in our God to tell you the Good News of 

God in much conflict. For our exhortation is not of error, nor of 
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uncleanness, nor in deception. But even as we have been ap-

proved by God to be entrusted with the Good News, so we 

speak; not as pleasing men, but God, who tests our hearts. For 

neither were we at any time found using words of flattery, as 

you know, nor a cloak of covetousness (God is witness), nor 

seeking glory from men (neither from you nor from others), 

when we might have claimed authority as apostles of Christ. 

Even so, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to 

impart to you, not the Good News of God only, but also our own 

souls, because you had become very dear to us. '' 

What if a believer falls away?                                                      
[Apostasy, to fall and remain in sin, to become a renegade]                                                              
Heb 6:4-6,  "… concerning those who were once enlightened 

and tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 

Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of God, and the powers of 

the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew 

them again to repentance; seeing they crucify the Son of God for 

themselves again, and put him to open shame.''  

Heb 10:26-32, ''For if we sin willfully after we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, there remains no more a sacrifice for 

sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierce-

ness of fire which will devour the adversaries. A man who 

disregards Moses' law dies without compassion on the word of 

two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you 

think, will he be judged worthy of, who has trodden under foot 

the Son of God, and has counted the blood of the covenant with 

which he was sanctified an unholy thing, and has insulted the 

Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, "Vengeance be-

longs to me," says the Lord, "I will repay."  Again, "The Lord 

will judge his people."  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 

of the living God. But remember the former days, in which, af-

ter you were enlightened, you endured a great struggle with 

sufferings.''  

Further recommended reading is found in 2.Pe 2:4-9.  
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The resurrection to be forever with God                                                                                      
Dan 12:1-3,  [The prophet Daniel predicted what will happen before 

the return of Jesus] ''There will be a time of distress such as has 

not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at 

that time your people - everyone whose name is found written in 

the book - will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of 

the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame 

and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the 

brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to right-

eousness, like the stars forever and ever.''  

1 Thess 4:13-17,   ''…we don't want you to be ignorant, broth-

ers, concerning those who have fallen asleep [have died], so that 

you don't grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we be-

lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 

him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we tell you 

by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left to 

the coming of the Lord, will in no way precede those who have 

fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven 

with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with God's 

trumpet. The dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, 

who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds, 

to meet the Lord in the air. So we will be with the Lord forever.''  
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MUHAMMAD - THE PROPHET OF ALLAH                  

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Muhammad the Warner                                                                                                          
5: 19,   ''O People of the Book [Jews and Christians]! Now hath 

come unto you, making (things) clear unto you, Our messenger, 

after the break in (the series of) our messengers, lest ye should 

say: "There came unto us no bringer of glad tidings and no 

Warner (from evil)"; but now hath come unto you a bringer of 

glad tidings and a Warner (from evil). And Allah hath power 

over all things.'' 

38:4,  ''So they wonder that a Warner has come to them from 

among themselves and the unbelievers say, this is a sorcerer tell-

ing lies.'' 

35:23-25, ''Thou [Muhammad] art no other than a Warner. Verily 

We have sent thee in truth, as a bearer of glad tidings, and as a 

Warner: and there never was a people, without a Warner having 

lived among them (in the past). And if they reject thee, so did 

their predecessors, to whom came their messengers with clear 

signs, scriptures, and the book of enlightenment.'' 

27:91,   ''For me, I have been commanded to serve the Lord of 

this city [Mecca], Him Who has sanctified it and to Whom (be-

long) all things: and I am commanded to be of those who bow in 

Islam to Allah's will, and to rehearse the Qur'an: and if any ac-

cept guidance, they do it for the good of their own souls, and if 

any stray, say: I am only a Warner.  And say: Praise be to Allah, 

who will soon show you His signs, so that ye shall know them; 

and thy Lord is not unmindful of all that ye do.''  

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs  13: 7, 54: 1-8,    

34:43-46, 7: 188, 46:7-9, 7:182-184,   20: 51-52,  59:6-7,  

25:41-42, 54:2-5, 33: 45-47, 48:8-9, 53:56-62, 2:119,  32: 3, 50: 

1-3,   51:48-50,  48:8-9, 53:56-62, 2:119.     

Muhammad the messenger                                                                    
36: 2-6,   ''By the Qur'an full of wisdom, Thou art indeed one of 
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the messengers, on a straight way. It is a revelation sent down 

by (Him), the exalted in might, most merciful, In order that thou 

mayest admonish a people, whose fathers had received no ad-

monition, and who therefore remain heedless (of the signs of 

Allah).'' 

61: 9-11,  ''It is He Who has sent His messenger with guidance 

and the religion of truth, that he may proclaim it over all reli-

gion, even though the pagans may detest (it). O ye who believe! 

Shall I lead you to a bargain that will save you from a grievous 

penalty? That ye believe in Allah and His messenger, and that 

ye strive (your utmost) in the cause of Allah, with your property 

and your persons: that will be best for you, if ye but knew!'' 

3: 164,   ''Allah did confer a great favour on the believers when 

he sent among them a messenger from among themselves, re-

hearsing unto them the signs of Allah, sanctifying them, and 

instructing them in scripture and wisdom, while, before that, 

they had been in manifest error.'' 

33: 21,   ''Ye have indeed in the messenger of Allah a beautiful 

pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the 

final day, and who engages much in the praise of Allah.'' 

2: 285,   ''The messenger believeth in what hath been revealed to 

him from his Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one (of them) 

believeth in Allah, His angels, His books, and His messengers. 

"We make no distinction (they say) between one and another of 

His messengers." And they say: "We hear, and we obey: (we 

seek) Thy forgiveness, our Lord, and to Thee is the end of all 

journeys." 

81:15-25,   ''So verily I call to witness the planets that recede, go 

straight, or hide; and the night as it dissipates; and the dawn as it 

breathes away the darkness; verily this is the word of a most 

honorable messenger, endued with power, with rank before the 

Lord of the throne, with authority there, (and) faithful to his 

trust. And (O people!) your companion is not one possessed [by 

an evil spirit]; and without doubt he saw him [Gabriel] in the 
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clear horizon. Neither doth he withhold grudgingly a knowledge 

of the unseen. Nor is it the word of an evil spirit accursed.'' 

53:1-12,    ''By the Star when it goes down, Your companion is 

neither astray nor being misled. Nor does he say (aught) of (his 

own) desire. It is no less than inspiration sent down to him: He 

was taught by one mighty in power, endued with wisdom: for he 

[Gabriel] appeared (in stately form) while he was in the highest 

part of the horizon: Then he approached and came closer, and 

was at a distance of but two bow lengths or (even) nearer; so did 

(Allah) convey the inspiration to His servant (conveyed) what 

He (meant) to convey. The (prophet's) (mind and) heart in no 

way falsified that which he saw. Will ye then dispute with him 

concerning what he saw?'' 

22: 52,   ''Never did We send a messenger or a prophet before 

thee, but, when he framed a desire, Satan threw some (vanity) 

into his desire: but Allah will cancel anything (vain) that Satan 

throws in, (and establish) His signs: For Allah is full of 

knowledge and wisdom.''                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '16. The Satanic verses' 
(P. 319) 

5:32-33,  ''Then although there came to them Our messengers 

with clear signs, yet, even after that, many of them continued to 

commit excesses in the land. The punishment of those who 

wage war against Allah and His messenger, and strive with 

might and main for mischief through the land is: execution, or 

crucifixion, or the cutting off of hands and feet from opposite 

sides, or exile from the land: that is their disgrace in this world, 

and a heavy punishment is theirs in the hereafter.'' 

34:28,    ''We have not sent thee but as a universal (messenger) 

to men, giving them glad tidings, and warning them (against 

sin), but most men understand not.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 3: 131-132, 

22: 75-78, 33:40, 9:127-129, 6: 112, 3: 179, 4:105,  2: 252-253,  
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21:106-108, 7: 157-158, 7: 63-69, 69: 38-48, 62:2, 5: 67, 4: 150-

151, 2: 151, 3: 144, 3: 120, 4: 169-171, 72: 23, 6:19, 47:19-20, 

38: 70, 29:45-51, 14: 4,  23: 51-52,  3: 81-83, 3: 153,  5: 41,  5: 

55-56, 6: 130.    

Muhammad's call to jihad                                                                                                       
8:65,  ''O prophet! Rouse the believers to the fight. If there are 

twenty amongst you, patient and persevering, they will vanquish 

two hundred: if a hundred, they will vanquish a thousand of the 

unbelievers: for these are a people without understanding.'' 

9:29,   ''Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, 

nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and 

His messenger, nor acknowledge the religion of truth, from 

among the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizyah [Protec-

tion Tax for Jews and Christians under Islamic rule] with willing 

submission, and feel themselves subdued.'' 

8:67,   ''It is not fitting for a prophet that he should have prison-

ers of war until he hath thoroughly subdued the land. Ye look 

for the temporal goods of this world; but Allah looketh to the 

hereafter: and Allah is exalted in might, wise.'' 

9:86-89,   ''When a Surah comes down, enjoining them to be-

lieve in Allah and to strive and fight along with His messenger, 

those with wealth and influence among them ask thee for ex-

emption, and say: 'Leave us (behind): we would be with those 

who sit (at home).' They prefer to be with (the women), who 

remain behind (at home): their hearts are sealed and so they un-

derstand not. But the messenger, and those who believe with 

him, strive and fight with their wealth and their persons: for 

them are (all) good things: and it is they who will prosper. Allah 

hath prepared for them gardens under which rivers flow, to 

dwell therein: that is the supreme felicity.'' 

8:41,   ''And know that out of all the booty that ye may acquire 

(in war), a fifth share is assigned to Allah- and to the messenger, 

and to near relatives, orphans, the needy, and the wayfarer.'' 
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3:169-174,  ''Think not of those who are slain in Allah's way as 

dead. Nay, they live, finding their sustenance in the presence of 

their Lord. They rejoice in the bounty provided by Allah: and 

with regard to those left behind, who have not yet joined them 

(in their bliss), the (martyrs) glory in the fact than on them is no 

fear, nor have they (cause to) grieve. They glory in the grace and 

the bounty from Allah, and in the fact that Allah suffereth not 

the reward of the faithful to be lost (in the least). Of those who 

answered the call of Allah and the messenger, even after being 

wounded, those who do right and refrain from wrong have a 

great reward - Men said to them: a great army is gathering 

against you: and frightened them: but it (only) increased their 

faith: they said: for us Allah sufficeth, and he is the best dispos-

er of affairs. And they returned with grace and bounty from 

Allah: no harm ever touched them: for they followed the good 

pleasure of Allah: and Allah is the Lord of bounties unbound-

ed.'' 

8:1,  ''They ask thee concerning (things taken as) spoils of war. 

Say: "(Such) spoils are at the disposal of Allah and the messen-

ger: so fear Allah, and keep straight the relations between 

yourselves: Obey Allah and His messenger, if ye do believe." 

9: 20-22,  ''Those who believe, and suffer exile and strive with 

might and main, in Allah's cause, with their goods and their per-

sons, have the highest rank in the sight of Allah: they are the 

people who will achieve (salvation). Their Lord doth give them 

glad tidings of a mercy from Himself, of His good pleasure, and 

of gardens for them, wherein are delights that endure: They will 

dwell therein forever. Verily in Allah's presence is a reward, the 

greatest (of all).''                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                      
More information on this topic you can find in the appendix "17. War and Peace ac-
cording to the Qur'an" (P.322)    

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 8: 12-14, 

9:33, 3:146-147, 9: 97-98, 26:216-120, 9:73.      
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The messenger's journey to heaven                                                                                            
17: 1,    ''Glory to (Allah) who did take his servant for a journey 

by night from the sacred mosque [Ka'ba] to the farthest mosque 

[Jewish temple in Jerusalem], whose precincts we did bless, in or-

der that we might show him some of our signs: for he is the one 

who heareth and seeth (all things).''                                                                        

                                                                                                                      

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '19. Miraj, the heavenly 
journey of Muhammad'  (P.332) 

The messenger of Allah is to be obeyed                                                                                       
4:64-65,   ''We sent not a messenger, but to be obeyed, in ac-

cordance with the will of Allah. If they had only, when they 

were unjust to themselves, come unto thee and asked Allah's 

forgiveness, and the messenger had asked forgiveness for them, 

they would have found Allah indeed oft-returning, most merci-

ful. But no, by the Lord, they can have no (real) faith, until they 

make thee judge in all disputes between them, and find in their 

souls no resistance against thy decisions, but accept them with 

the fullest conviction.''   

4:13-14,   ''Those are limits set by Allah; those who obey Allah 

and His messenger will be admitted to gardens with rivers flow-

ing beneath, to abide therein (forever) and that will be the 

supreme achievement. But those who disobey Allah and His 

messenger and transgress His limits will be admitted to a fire, to 

abide therein: and they shall have a humiliating punishment.'' 

33:36,   ''It is not fitting for a believer, men or women, when a 

matter has been decided by Allah and His messenger, to have 

any option about their decision: if anyone disobeys Allah and 

His messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wrong path.'' 

3:31-32,  Say: "If ye do love Allah, follow me [Muhammad]: Al-

lah will love you and forgive you your sins; for Allah is oft-

forgiving, most merciful. Say: 'Obey Allah and His messenger': 

but if they turn back, Allah loveth not those who reject faith.'' 
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4: 136,   ''O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His messen-

ger, and the scripture which He hath sent to His messenger and 

the scripture which He sent to those before (him) [Taurat, Zabur, 

and Injil, i.e. the Old and New Testaments]. Any who denieth Allah, 

His angels, His books, His messengers, and the Day of Judg-

ment, hath gone far, far astray.'' 

4: 152,   ''To those who believe in Allah and His messengers and 

make no distinction between any of the messengers, we shall 

soon give their (due) rewards: for Allah is oft-forgiving, most 

merciful.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 4: 14, 4: 

59, 4: 115, 64: 11-12, 8: 20-22, 33: 64-66, 4:80, 4: 79-80, 64:8, 

64:12, 33: 70-71, 4: 69-70, 5: 92.    

Muhammad, the unlettered [illiterate] Prophet                               
7: 157-158,   "Those who follow the messenger, the unlettered 

prophet, whom they find mentioned in their own (scriptures) - in 

the Taurat and the Gospel - for he commands them what is just 

and forbids them what is evil; he allows them as lawful what is 

good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad (and im-

pure); he releases them from their heavy burdens and from the 

yokes that are upon them. So it is those who believe in him, 

honor him, help him, and follow the light which is sent down 

with him - it is they who will prosper.  Say (Muhammad): 'O 

men! I am sent unto you all, as the messenger of Allah, to whom 

belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth: there is no 

god but He: it is He that giveth both life and death. So believe in 

Allah and His messenger, the unlettered prophet, who believeth 

in Allah and His words: follow him that (so) ye may be 

guided'." 

62:2,   ''It is He Who has sent amongst the Unlettered a messen-

ger from among themselves, to rehearse to them His signs, to 

sanctify them, and to instruct them in scripture and wisdom - 

although they had been before in manifest error.''                                                                                             
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More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '20. Muhammad, the 
unlettered (illiterate) Prophet'  (P.336)    

Contemporaries of Muhammad questioned his calling                                                           
25:4-8,  ''But the misbelievers say: Naught is this but a lie which 

he has forged, and others have helped him at it. In truth it is they 

who have put forward an iniquity and a falsehood. And they 

say: Tales of the ancients, which he has caused to be written: 

and they are dictated before him morning and evening. Say: 'The 

(Qur'an) was sent down by Him Who knows the mystery (that 

is) in the heavens and the earth: verily He is oft-forgiving, most 

merciful.' And they say: 'What sort of a messenger is this, who 

eats food, and walks through the streets? Why has not an angel 

been sent down to him to give admonition with him? Or (why) 

has not a treasure been bestowed on him, or why has he (not) a 

garden for enjoyment?' The wicked say: 'Ye follow none other 

than a man bewitched'." 

16:103-105,    ''We know indeed that they say, it is a man that 

teaches him. The tongue of him they wickedly point to is nota-

bly foreign, while this is Arabic, pure and clear. Those who 

believe not in the signs of Allah, Allah will not guide them, and 

theirs will be a grievous penalty. It is those who believe not in 

the signs of Allah, that forge falsehood: it is they who lie.''  [The 

man that allegedly taught Muhammad was Salman the Persian]. 

17:59-60,   ''And we refrain from sending the signs, only be-

cause the men of former generations treated them as false: we 

sent the She-camel to the Thamud to open their eyes, but they 

treated her wrongfully: we only send the signs by way of terror 

(and warning from evil). Behold we told thee that thy Lord doth 

encompass mankind round about: we granted the vision which 

we showed thee, but as a trial for men, as also the cursed tree 

(mentioned) in the Qur'an: we put terror (and warning) into 

them, but it only increases their inordinate transgression.''                                     

                                                                                                                 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '21. The Thamud people 
and the she-camel' (P.338) 
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3: 183,   ''They [the Jews] (also) said: 'Allah took our promise not 

to believe in a messenger unless He showed us a sacrifice con-

sumed by fire (from heaven) [As did the prophet Elijah: 1.Kings 18, 

Bible].' Say: 'There came to you messengers before me, with 

clear signs and even with what ye ask for: why then did ye slay 

them, if ye speak the truth?'" 

 17:90-93,  ''They [the Jews] say: 'We shall not believe in thee, 

until thou causest a spring to gush forth for us from the earth 

[like Moses in Ex 17], Or (until) thou hast a garden of date trees 

and vines, and causest rivers to gush forth in their midst, carry-

ing abundant water, or thou causest the sky to fall in pieces, as 

thou sayest (will happen), against us; or thou bring Allah and 

the angels before (us) face to face; or thou have a house adorned 

with gold [like Salomon], or thou mount a ladder right into the 

skies [like Jacob in Gen 28:17]. No, we shall not even believe in 

thy mounting until thou send down to us a book that we can 

read.' Say: 'Glory to my Lord! Am I aught but a man - a mes-

senger?'" 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 21:5-8, 10:37-

39,  68:1-6, 98:1-3, 16:43-44,  58:20-21, 11:12-13, 28:47-48, 

20:133, 30:58-59, 25:29-34, 16:24-25,  6:37-38, 15:6-9, 28:48-

49, 81:19-25, 44:13-14, 15:6-7, 23:68-70, 24: 62-63, 9: 58-59, 

59:6, 63: 5, 64: 5-8, 69:40-43, 33:1-3, 72: 25-28.    

The prophecy of the Prophet                                                                     
30: 1-4,    ''A. L. M. The Roman empire has been defeated in a 

land close by; but they, (even) after (this) defeat of theirs, will 

soon be victorious within a few years. With Allah is the deci-

sion, in the past and in the future: On that day shall the believers 

rejoice.''                                                                                                      

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '22. The prophecy of 
the prophet'  (P.338) 

Was Muhammad foretold in the Bible?                                                                                          
61:6,   ''And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: 'O Children 

of Israel! I am the messenger of Allah (sent) to you, confirming 
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the Taurat (which came) before me, and giving glad tidings of a 

messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad.' But 

when he came to them with clear signs, they said, 'This is evi-

dent sorcery!'''                                                                                                             

                                                                                                              

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix: '23. Was Muhammad 
foretold in the Bible?' (P.339) 

The 'Satanic Verses'                                                                                                         
53:1-23,   ''By the Star when it goes down, Your companion 

[Muhammad] is neither astray nor being misled. Nor does he say 

(aught) of (his own) desire. It is no less than inspiration sent 

down to him: He was taught by one mighty in power, endued 

with wisdom: for he appeared (in stately form) while he was in 

the highest part of the horizon: Then he approached and came 

closer, and was at a distance of but two bow lengths or (even) 

nearer; so did (Allah) convey the inspiration to His servant 

(conveyed) what He (meant) to convey. The (prophet's) (mind 

and) heart in no way falsified that which he saw. Will ye then 

dispute with him concerning what he saw? For indeed he saw 

him at a second descent, near the Lote tree beyond which none 

may pass: Near it is the garden of abode. Behold, the Lote tree 

was shrouded (in mystery unspeakable!) (His) sight never 

swerved, nor did it go wrong! For truly did he see, of the signs 

of his Lord, the greatest!  Have ye seen Lat, and Uzza, and an-

other, the third (goddess), Manat? What! For you the male sex, 

and for Him, the female? Behold, such would be indeed a divi-

sion most unfair! These are nothing but names which ye have 

devised, ye and your fathers, for which Allah has sent down no 

authority (whatever). They follow nothing but conjecture and 

what their own souls desire! Though there has already come to 

them guidance from their Lord!'' 

22: 52,  ''Never did We send a messenger or a prophet before 

thee, but, when he framed a desire, Satan threw some (vanity) 

into his desire: but Allah will cancel anything (vain) that Satan 

throws in, (and establish) His signs: For Allah is full of 

knowledge and wisdom.''                                                                     
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More information on this topic you can find in the appendix 16. The Satanic verses'  
(P.331), and '3. Is Jesus one of the partners of Allah?'  (P.319) 

The privileges of the Prophet                                                                                                           
33:36-40,   ''It is not fitting for a believer, men or women, when 

a matter has been decided by Allah and His messenger, to have 

any option about their decision: if anyone disobeys Allah and 

His messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wrong bath.  Behold 

thou didst say to one who had received the grace of Allah and 

thy favour [Zayd ibn Harithah]: retain thou (in wedlock) thy wife 

[Zainab], and fear Allah. But thou didst hide in thy heart that 

which Allah was about to make manifest thou didst fear the 

people, but it is more fitting that thou shouldst fear Allah. Then 

when Zayd had dissolved (his marriage) with her, with the nec-

essary (formality), We joined her in marriage to thee: in order 

that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the believers In (the 

matter of) marriage with the wives of their adopted sons, when 

the latter have dissolved with the necessary (formality their mar-

riage) with them. And Allah's command must be fulfilled. There 

can be no difficulty to the prophet in what Allah has indicated to 

him as a duty. It was the practice (approved) of Allah amongst 

those of old that have passed away, and the command of Allah 

is a decree determined. (It is the practice of those) who preach 

the messages of Allah, and fear Him and fear none but Allah. 

And enough is Allah to call (men) to account. Muhammad is not 

the father of any of your men, but (he is) the messenger of Al-

lah, and the seal of the prophets: and Allah has full knowledge 

of all things.''  

33:50-53,  ''O prophet We have made lawful to thee thy wives to 

whom thou hast paid their dowers; and those whom thy right 

hand possesses [slaves] out of the prisoners of war whom Allah 

has assigned to thee and daughters of thy paternal uncles and 

aunts, and daughters of thy maternal uncles and aunts, who mi-

grated (from Mecca) with thee; and any believing woman who 

dedicates her soul to the prophet if the prophet wishes to wed 

her; this only for thee, and not for the believers (at large); We 

know what We have appointed for them as to their wives and 
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the captives whom their right hands possess [slaves]; in order 

that there should be no difficulty for thee. And Allah is oft-

forgiving most merciful. Thou mayest defer (the turn of) any of 

them that thou pleasest, and thou mayest receive any thou 

pleasest: and there is no blame on thee if thou invite one whose 

(turn) thou hadst set aside. This were nigher to the cooling of 

their eyes, the prevention of their grief, and their satisfaction 

that of all of them with that which thou hast to give them and 

Allah knows (all) that is in your hearts: and Allah is all know-

ing, most forbearing. It is not lawful for thee (to marry more) 

women after this, nor to change them for (other) wives, even 

though their beauty attract thee, except any thy right hand 

should possess [slaves]  (as handmaidens): and Allah doth watch 

over all things. O ye who believe! enter not the prophet's hous-

es- until leave [permission]  is given you- for a meal, (and then) 

not (so early as) to wait for its preparation: but when ye are in-

vited, enter; and when ye have taken your meal, disperse, 

without seeking familiar talk. Such (behavior) annoys the 

prophet: he is ashamed to dismiss you, but Allah is not ashamed 

(to tell you) the truth. And when ye ask (his ladies) for anything 

ye want, ask them from before a screen: that makes for greater 

purity for your hearts and for theirs. Nor is it right for you that 

ye should annoy Allah's messenger, or that ye should marry his 

widows after him at any time. Truly such a thing is in Allah's 

sight an enormity.''                                                                                                         

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '25. Zaid and  Zainab'  
(P.346) 

66: 1-5,   ''O prophet! Why holdest thou to be forbidden that 

which Allah has made lawful to thee? Thou seekest to please thy 

consorts. But Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful. Allah has al-

ready ordained for you, (O men), the dissolution of your oaths 

(in some cases): and Allah is your protector, and He is full of 

knowledge and wisdom. When the prophet disclosed a matter in 

confidence to one of his consorts, and she then divulged it (to 

another) and Allah made it known to him, he confirmed part 

thereof and repudiated a part. Then when he told her thereof, she 
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said, Who told thee this? He said, He told me who knows and is 

well acquainted (with all things) If ye two turn is repentance to 

Him, your hearts are indeed so inclined; but if ye back up each 

other against him, truly Allah is his protector, and Gabriel, and 

(every) righteous one among those who believe, and further-

more, the angels will back (him) up. It may be, if he divorced 

you (all), that Allah will give him in exchange consorts better 

than you, who submit (their wills), who believe, who are devout, 

who turn to Allah in repentance, who worship (in humility), 

who travel (for faith) and fast, previously married or virgins.''                          

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '24. The matrimonial 
matters of the prophet'   (P.343), and '26. The Story of Mary the Copt'  (P.348). 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 60: 12, 65:1-2.    

Forgiveness was granted to the Prophet                                                                                       
48:1-5,   ''Verily We have granted thee a manifest victory: That 

Allah may forgive thee [Muhammad] thy faults of the past and 

those to follow; fulfill His favour to thee; and guide thee on the 

straight way; and that Allah may help thee with powerful help.''                                                    

47:19,   ''Know, therefore, that there is no god but Allah, and ask 

forgiveness for thy fault, and for the men and women who be-

lieve: for Allah knows how ye move about and how ye dwell in 

your homes.'' 

Further reading: 4:106, 40:55, 110:1-3.  

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '27. Are prophets sin-
less?'   (P.349)                                                                                                                       

The status of the Prophet                                                                                                               
33:53,   ''Those who annoy Allah and His messenger- Allah has 

cursed them in this world and in the hereafter, and has prepared 

for them a humiliating punishment.'' 
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9: 120,   ''It was not fitting for the people of Medina and the 

Bedouin Arabs of the neighborhood, to refuse to follow Allah's 

messenger, nor to prefer their own lives to his.''  

33:36,   ''It is not fitting for a believer, men or women, when a 

matter has been decided by Allah and His messenger, to have 

any option about their decision: if anyone disobeys Allah and 

His messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wrong path.'' 

58: 12,   ''O ye who believe! When ye consult the messenger in 

private, spend something in charity before your private consulta-

tion. That will be best for you, and most conducive to purity (of 

conduct). But if ye find not (the wherewithal), Allah is oft-

forgiving, most merciful.'' 

49:1-3,  ''O ye who believe! Put not yourselves forward before 

Allah and His messenger; but fear Allah: for Allah is He Who 

hears and knows all things. O ye who believe! Raise not your 

voices above the voice of the prophet, nor speak aloud to him in 

talk, as ye may speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds be-

come vain and ye perceive not. Those that lower their voice in 

the presence of Allah's messenger - their hearts has Allah tested 

for piety: for them is forgiveness and a great reward.'' 

8:41,  ''And know that out of all the booty that ye may acquire 

(in war), a fifth share is assigned to Allah - and to the messen-

ger, and to near relatives, orphans, the needy, and the wayfarer - 

if ye do believe in Allah and in the revelation We sent down to 

our servant on the day of testing, the day of the meeting of the 

tow forces. For Allah hath power over all things.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs  33:21 and 30-

33, 24:63, 59:6-7.       

What Muhammad said before his demise                                                                                    
5:4,  ''This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed 

my favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your re-

ligion.'' [These were the last recorded words of Muhammad to the 

Sahabah, his closest companions] 
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THE REVELATION OF GOD                                        
[In his love and concern for the people, God condescended and came 

to our human level  of understanding to reveal himself, first through 

his prophets, and eventually in Jesus, the Messiah, and, according to 

Islam, through Muhammad. Convincing proof of true prophetic revela-

tion is the fulfillment of the many predictions of what was to happen in 

due time. God from time to time called someone as a link to reveal his 

majesty to them, as well as his directions to his people . At the same 

time the prophet is charged to share the message with his contempo-

raries - and by extension with us.] 

How did God reveal his word to his prophets?                                       

[A few examples of many may suffice here].                                                                         

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                      
Gen 15:1,  "… the word of Yahweh came to Abram in a vision.'' 

                                                                                                                        

Isa 6:8,  "Then I [the prophet Isaiah] heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, 'Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?' And I 

said, 'Here am I. Send me!' 

Jer 1:4-8,  "… the word of Yahweh came to me, saying, Before I 

formed you in the belly I knew you, and before you came forth 

out of the womb I sanctified you; I have appointed you a proph-

et to the nations. Then said I, Ah, Lord Yahweh! behold, I don't 

know how to speak; for I am a child. But Yahweh said to me, 

Don't say, I am a child; for to whoever I shall send you, you 

shall go, and whatever I shall command you, you shall speak. 

Don't be afraid because of them; for I am with you to deliver 

you, says Yahweh.'' 

Eze 1:1,   "Now it happened in the thirtieth year, in the fourth 

month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the cap-

tives by the river Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I 

saw visions of God...."                                                                                        

                                                                                                                  

Eze 3:16-17,  "It happened at the end of seven days, that the 

word of Yahweh came to me, saying, Son of man, I have made 

you a watchman to the house of Israel: therefore hear the word 
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at my mouth, and give them warning from me..."                                                   

                                                                                                  

Dan 4:13,  "In the visions I saw while lying in bed, I looked, and 

there before me was a holy one, a messenger, coming down 

from heaven." [Renderings like in the seven passages above occur 

well over 100 times in the prophetic books of the Old Testament]  

 Gal 1:11-12,   [The Apostle Paul declared]: "…I make known to 

you, brothers, concerning the Good News which was preached 

by me, that it is not according to man. For neither did I receive it 

from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through revela-

tion of Jesus Christ." 

1 Thess 2:13,   [the apostle Paul wrote]: "…we also thank God 

without ceasing, that, when you received from us the word of 

the message of God, you accepted it not as the word of men, 

but, as it is in truth, the word of God, which also works in you 

who believe.."  

2 Tim 3:16-17,  "Every writing inspired by God is profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction which is 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thor-

oughly equipped for every good work."  

Eph 3:4-5,   [Again Paul wrote]:  "you can perceive my under-

standing in the mystery of Christ; which in other generations 

was not made known to the children of men, as it has now been 

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit…"  

Further recommended reading is found in Eze 37:1-5, Hag 1:1-

4,  Hag 1:4,  Mal 1:1-2,  Jer 10:1-4, Jer 18:1-6,  Isa 28:16, Rom 

16:25-27.  

The Qur'The Qur'The Qur'The Qur'anananan::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Revelation and inspiration of the Qur'an                                                                                     
17:85-87,  ''They ask thee concerning the spirit (of inspiration). 

Say: the spirit (cometh) by command of my Lord: of knowledge 

it is only a little that is communicated to you, (O men) If it were 
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our will, we could take away that which we have sent thee by 

inspiration: then wouldst thou find none to plead thy affair in 

that matter as against us, except for mercy from thy Lord: for his 

bounty is thee (indeed) great.'' 

18:110,   ''Say: I am but a man like yourself, (but) the inspiration 

has come to me, that your God is one God: whoever expects to 

meet his Lord, let him work righteousness, and, in the worship 

of his Lord, admit no one as partner.'' 

21:8,  ''Say: what has come to me by inspiration is that your God 

is one God: will ye therefore bow To his will (in Islam)?'' 

42:51-52,   ''It is not fitting for a man that Allah should speak to 

him except by inspiration or from behind a veil, or by the send-

ing of a messenger to reveal, with Allah's permission, what 

Allah wills: for He is most high, most wise. And thus have We, 

by Our command, sent inspiration to thee: thou knewest not (be-

fore) what was revelation, and what was faith; but We have 

made the (Qur'an) a light, wherewith We guide such of Our 

servants as We will; and verily thou dost guide (men) to the 

straight way.''  

The purpose of revelation                                                                                                                
10:37,    ''This Qur'an is not such as can be produced by other 

than Allah; on the contrary it is a confirmation of (revelations) 

that went before it, and a fuller explanation of the book wherein 

there is no doubt from the Lord of the worlds.'' 

14:1,    ''A. L. R. A book which we have revealed unto thee, in 

order that thou mightiest lead mankind out of the depths of 

darkness into light - by the leave [permission]  of their Lord - to 

the way of (him) the exalted in power, worthy of all praise.'' 

39:28-29,   ''(It is) a Qur'an in Arabic, without any crookedness 

(therein): in order that they may guard against evil. Allah puts 

forth a parable a man belonging to many partners at variance 

with each other, and a man belonging entirely to one master: are 
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those two equal in comparison? Praise be to Allah but most of 

them have no knowledge.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 24:34, 18:1-4, 

20:1-3, 27:1-2, 12:111, 17: 41, 36:69-70. 

Already Moses was granted revelation                                                     
6:154-155,   ''We gave Moses the book, completing (our favour) 

to those who would do right, and explaining all things in detail, 

and a guide and a mercy, that they might believe in the meeting 

with their Lord. And this is a book which we have revealed as a 

blessing: so follow it and be righteous, that ye may receive mer-

cy.'' 

6:91-92,    ''No just estimate of Allah do they make when they 

say: nothing doth Allah send down to man (by way of revela-

tion): say: who then sent down the book which Moses brought? 

A light and guidance to man: but ye [Jews] make it into (sepa-

rate) sheets for show, while ye conceal much (of its contents): 

therein were ye taught that which ye knew not neither ye nor 

your fathers. Say: Allah (sent it down): then leave them to 

plunge in vain discourse and trifling.'' 

32:23, ''We did indeed aforetime give the book to Moses: be not 

then in doubt of its reaching (thee): and We made it a guide to 

the Children of Israel.''                                                                                         

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '13. The former Books'  
(P.313) 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 37:114-

123, 46:12, 17:2-4, 23:49-50, 21:48. 

The sovereignty of Allah in revelation                                                      
16:98-102,   ''When thou dost read the Qur'an, seek Allah's pro-

tection from Satan the rejected one. No authority has he over 

those who believe and put their trust in their Lord. His authority 

is over those only, who take him as patron and who join partners 

with Allah.  
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"When we substitute one revelation for another, and Allah 

knows best what he reveals (in stages), they say, thou art but a 

forger: but most of them understand not. Say, the Holy Spirit 

has brought the revelation from thy Lord in truth, in order to 

strengthen those who believe, and as a guide and glad tidings to 

Muslims.''   

18:27,  ''And recite (and teach) what has been revealed to thee of 

the book of thy Lord: none can change his words, and none wilt 

thou find as a refuge other than him.''   

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 24:46-48, 

87:6, 10:63-64, 22:15-17.      

[In the Qur'an we find no information as to how the revelations were 

received by Muhammad. However, we find a number of traditions 

(aHadith) recorded that are worth reading]: 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '14. How the Qur'an 
was revealed to Muhammad' (P. 314)  
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THE BIBLE - THE WORD OF GOD                                        

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Psa 119:89,  ''Yahweh, your word is settled in heaven forever.'' 

Psa 18:30,  ''As for God, his way is perfect: The LORD's word is 

flawless; he shields all who take refuge in him.'' 

                                                                                                                           

Psa 33:6, ''By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

their starry host by the breath of his mouth.''  

                                                                                                                             

Jer 23:29-31,  "Isn't my word like fire? says Yahweh; and like a 

hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?''  

                                                                                                                         

Jn 1:1-5, 9-12, 14,  "In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in 

the beginning with God. All things were made through him. 

Without him was not anything made that has been made. In him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness hasn't overcome it… 

"The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the 

world. He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, and the world didn't recognize him. He came to his own 

[Jews], and those who were his own didn't receive him. But as 

many as received him, to them he gave the right to become 

God's children, to those who believe in his name… 

"The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We saw his glo-

ry, such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, full of 

grace and truth."   

Heb 1:1-2,  ''God, having in the past spoken to the fathers 

through the prophets at many times and in various ways, has at 

the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he ap-

pointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the 

worlds.''  

 

2 Pet 1:19-21,  ''We also have the prophetic message as some-

thing completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention 
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to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must 

understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 

prophet's own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had 

its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Isa 66:2,  "These are the ones I look on with favor: those who 

are humble and contrite in spirit, and who tremble at my word."  

                                                                                                                         

Psa 119:9-11,  ''How can a young person stay on the path of pu-

rity? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my 

heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden 

your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.''  

 

Psa 119:105,  ''Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my 

path.'' 

Psa 119:133,  ''Direct my footsteps according to your word; let 

no sin rule over me.'' 

 Isa 40:8,  ''The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word 

of our God endures forever."  

 

Isa 55:10-11,  ''As the rain and the snow come down from heav-

en, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making 

it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread 

for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will 

not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 

achieve the purpose for which I sent it.''  

 

Mt 13:19-23,  [Jesus said these words in a parable comparing the re-

sponses of people to God's Word with seed sown in the ground]: 

"'When anyone hears the word of the Kingdom, and doesn't un-

derstand it, the evil one comes, and snatches away that which 

has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown by the road-

side. What was sown on the rocky places, this is he who hears 

the word, and immediately with joy receives it; yet he has no 
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root in himself, but endures for a while. When oppression or 

persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stum-

bles. What was sown among the thorns, this is he who hears the 

word, but the cares of this age and the deceitfulness of riches 

choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. What was sown on 

the good ground, this is he who hears the word, and understands 

it, who most certainly bears fruit, and brings forth, some one 

hundred times as much, some sixty, and some thirty.'" 

 

Jn 5:24, [Jesus said]:  "'Most certainly I tell you, he who hears 

my word, and believes him who sent me, has eternal life, and 

doesn't come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 

life.'" 

 

Jn 8:51, [Jesus said]:'' 'Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my 

word will never see death'." 

 

 2 Cor 2:17,  ''…we are not as so many, peddling the word of 

God. But as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, we 

speak in Christ.'' 

 

2 Tim 2:15,  ''Give diligence to present yourself approved by 

God, a workman who doesn't need to be ashamed, properly han-

dling the Word of Truth.'' 

 

Heb 4:12,  ''…the word of God is living, and active, and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of 

soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is able to discern 

the thoughts and intentions of the heart.'' 

 

Jas 1:22-25,  ''Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but 

does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in 

a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immedi-

ately forgets what he looks like.  But whoever looks intently 

into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it--not 

forgetting what they have heard, but doing it--they will be 

blessed in what they do.''  
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2 Cor 4:2-4,  ''…we have renounced the hidden things of shame, 

not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceit-

fully; but by the manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. Even if 

our Good News is veiled, it is veiled in those who perish; in 

whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbe-

lieving, that the light of the Good News of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God, should not dawn on them.''  
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HOW CAN WE KNOW THAT THE BIBLE IS THE 

WORD OF GOD?  

There is a simple way to find out                                                                                      

TheTheTheThe    Bible:Bible:Bible:Bible:                                                                    
Jn 7:17,  [The challenge of Jesus]:  "'If anyone desires to do his 

[God's]will, he will know about the teaching, whether it is from 

God, or if I am speaking from myself.'" 

God's proof of the divine origin of the Bible                                        
Isa 42:8-9,  (B.C.750) "'I am Yahweh. That is my name. I will 

not give my glory to another, nor my praise to engraved images.  

Behold, the former things have happened, and I declare new 

things. I tell you about them before they come up.'"                                           

 

Isa 44:6-8, (B.C.750)   '''This is what Yahweh, the King of Israel, 

and his Redeemer, Yahweh of Armies, says: 'I am the first, and I 

am the last; and besides me there is no God. Who is like me? 

Who will call, and will declare it, and set it in order for me,  

since I established the ancient people?  

 

"Let them [idols or false prophets] declare the things that are com-

ing, and that will happen. Don't fear, neither be afraid.  

 

"Haven't I declared it to you long ago, and shown it?  

You are my witnesses. Is there a God besides me? Indeed, there 

is not. I don't know any other Rock.'"  

 

Isa 42:8-9,  (B.C.750) "'I am Yahweh. That is my name. I will 

not give my glory to another, nor my praise to engraved images.  

Behold, the former things have happened, and I declare new 

things. I tell you about them before they come up.'"                                           

                                                                                                                        

Isa 41:21-24, (B.C.750)  "'Produce your cause,' says Yahweh.  

'Bring forth your strong reasons,' says the King of Jacob.  

'Let them announce, and declare to us what shall happen.  
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Declare the former things, what they are, that we may consider 

them, and know the latter end of them; or show us things to 

come.  

"Declare the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 

know that you are gods. Yes, do good, or do evil, that we may 

be dismayed, and see it together. Behold, you are of nothing,  

and your work is of nothing. He who chooses you is an abomi-

nation.''' 

 

Isa 45:20-22,  (B.C.750)  ''Assemble yourselves and come; draw 

near together, you who have escaped from the nations: they 

have no knowledge who carry the wood of their engraved im-

age, and pray to a god that can't save.  Declare you, and bring it 

forth; yes, let them take counsel together: who has shown this 

from ancient time? who has declared it of old? Haven't I, Yah-

weh? and there is no God else besides me, a just God and a 

Savior; there is no one besides me. Look to me, and be you 

saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is none 

else."  

Further recommended reading is found in Isa 43:9, (B.C.750), 

Isa 44:24-26, (B.C.750), Isa 46:8-10, (B.C.750), Isa 48:3-6, 

(B.C.750).    

Prophets foretold Jesus' coming and birth                                               
Isa 7:10-14, (B.C. 750)  ''The LORD spoke to Yahweh spoke 

again to Ahaz [king of Israel], saying, 'Ask a sign of Yahweh 

your God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.' But 

Ahaz said, 'I will not ask, neither will I tempt Yahweh.' He said, 

'Listen now, house of David: Is it not enough for you to try the 

patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God also? 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin will conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel. [meaning God with us].                                                                                                            

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '7. How can Jesus be 
God?' (P. 297)                                                                                                   
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Isa 9:6, (B.C. 750)  "For to us a child is born. To us a son is giv-

en; and the government will be on his shoulders. His name will 

be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-

ther, Prince of Peace.'' 

Mic 5:2,  (B.C. 730) "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah [the town in 

which Jesus was born], though you are small among the clans of 

Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over 

Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."  

The prophet Daniel foretold the time of the coming of 

the Messiah                                                                                        
Dan 9:21-26, (B.C. 445),   ''...while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, 

the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift 

flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. He instructed me 

and said to me, 'Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and 

understanding. As soon as you began to pray, a word went out, 

which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. 

'Therefore, consider the word and understand the vision:   

'Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city 

to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wicked-

ness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and 

prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place.  Know and under-

stand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, 

there will be seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be re-

built with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the 

sixty-two 'sevens, the Anointed One will be put to death and 

will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will 

destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a 

flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have 

been decreed'.''                                                                                                                              
More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '28. The 69 weeks of 
years' (P. 351) 

Prophecy regarding Jesus' entering Jerusalem                    
Zech 9:9, (B.C. 480)   "Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 
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righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

Fulfilment:                                                                                                                            

Mt 21:1-9, "When they drew near to Jerusalem, and came to 

Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disci-

ples, saying to them, 'Go into the village that is opposite you, 

and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with 

her. Untie them, and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 

to you, you shall say, 'The Lord needs them,' and immediately 

he will send them.' All this was done, that it might be fulfilled 

which was spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell the daugh-

ter of Zion, behold, your King comes to you, humble, and riding 

on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey."
 
 

"The disciples went, and did just as Jesus commanded them, and 

brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their clothes on them; 

and he sat on them. A very great multitude spread their clothes 

on the road. Others cut branches from the trees, and spread them 

on the road. The multitudes who went before him, and who fol-

lowed kept shouting, 'Hosanna to the son of David! Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the high-

est!'" 

Prophecy about the betrayal of Jesus                                                                                         
Psa 41:9, (B.C.1000)   "Even my close friend, whom I trusted, 

he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me". 

Zech 11:12-13, (B.C. 480),  "I said to them, 'If you think it best, 

give me my wages; and if not, keep them.' So they weighed for 

my wages thirty pieces of silver. Yahweh said to me, 'Throw it 

to the potter, the handsome price that I was valued at by them!' I 

took the thirty pieces of silver, and threw them to the potter, in 

the house of Yahweh." 

Isaiah 50:8, (BC 700)  "I offered my back to those who beat me, 

my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my 

face from mocking and spitting". 
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Fulfillment:                                                                                                                 
Mk 14:10, 17-21, 43-45,   ''Then Judas Iscariot, one of the 

Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. They 

were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So 

he watched for an opportunity to hand him over. When evening 

came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. While they were reclining 

at the table eating, he said, 'I tell you the truth, one of you will 

betray me - one who is eating with me'. They were saddened, 

and one by one they said to him, 'Surely not I?'. 'It is one of the 

Twelve', he replied, 'one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 

The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe 

to the man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for 

him if he had not been born'. Just as he was speaking, Judas, one 

of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with 

swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the 

law and the elders. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with 

them: 'The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away 

under guard'. Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, 'Rabbi!' and 

kissed him. The men seized Jesus and arrested him'.'' 

Mt 27:3-8,   "Then Judas, who betrayed him, when he saw that 

Jesus was condemned, felt remorse, and brought back the thirty 

pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, 'I have 

sinned in that I betrayed innocent blood.' But they said, 'What is 

that to us? You see to it.'  He threw down the pieces of silver in 

the sanctuary, and departed. He went away and hanged himself. 

The chief priests took the pieces of silver, and said, "It's not law-

ful to put them into the treasury, since it is the price of blood." 

They took counsel, and bought the potter's field with them, to 

bury strangers in. Therefore that field was called "The Field of 

Blood" to this day."  

Prophecy about Jesus at his trial                                                                                            
Isa 50:8, (BC 700)  "I offered my back to those who beat me, 

my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my 

face from mocking and spitting". 
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Fulfillment:                                                                                                                 
Jn 18:22,   "When he [Jesus] had said this, one of the officers 

standing by slapped Jesus with his hand, saying, 'Do you answer 

the high priest like that?'" 

Mt 26:63-65, "But Jesus held his peace. The high priest an-

swered him, 'I adjure you by the living God, that you tell us 

whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.' Jesus said to him, 

'You have said it. Nevertheless, I tell you, after this you will see 

the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming 

on the clouds of the sky.' Then the high priest tore his clothing 

[a sign of utter disgust], saying, 'He has spoken blasphemy! Why 

do we need any more witnesses? Behold, now you have heard 

his blasphemy.'" 

Prophecy pointing to the suffering and death of Jesus 

on the cross                                                                                                          
Isa 53:1-12,  (BC 750)  "Who has believed our message and to 

whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew up be-

fore him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and re-

jected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 

Like one from whom men hide their faces  he was despised, and 

we esteemed him not.                                                                                                         

''Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet 

we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflict-

ed. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 

for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was up-

on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, 

have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 

Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed 

and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a 

lamb to the slaughter and as a sheep before her shearer is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment, he 

was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he 

was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of 
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my people he was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the 

wicked; and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 

violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the Lord's 

will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord 

makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and pro-

long his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.  

After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and 

be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify 

many, and he will bear their iniquities.  Therefore I will give 

him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with 

the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was 

numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the transgressors".                                                                                

Psa 22:1, 7-8, 14-18,  (B.C.1000)   "My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so 

far from the words of my groaning?                                                                                           

''All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their 

heads; 'He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him, since he 

delights in him'...                                                                                                          

''I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 

My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. My 

strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the 

roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.  Dogs have 

surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have 

pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people 

stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them 

and cast lots for my clothing".    

Fulfilment:                                                                                                         

Jn 18:38 - 19:37,    "Pilate [the Roman governor]… went out 

again to the Jews, and said to them 'I find no basis for a charge 

against him. But you have a custom, that I should release some-

one to you at the Passover. Therefore do you want me to release 

to you the King of the Jews?'  
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"Then they all shouted again, saying, 'Not this man, but 

Barabbas!' Now Barabbas was a robber.  

"So Pilate then took Jesus, and flogged him. The soldiers 

twisted thorns into a crown, and put it on his head, and dressed 

him in a purple garment. They kept saying, 'Hail, King of the 

Jews!' and they kept slapping him. Then Pilate went out again, 

and said to them, 'Behold, I bring him out to you, that you may 

know that I find no basis for a charge against him.' Jesus there-

fore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

garment. Pilate said to them, 'Behold, the man!'  

"When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him, they 

shouted, saying, 'Crucify! Crucify!'  Pilate said to them, 'Take 

him yourselves, and crucify him, for I find no basis for a charge 

against him.' The Jews answered him, 'We have a law, and by 

our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of 

God.'  

"When therefore Pilate heard this saying, he was more afraid. 

He entered into the Praetorium again, and said to Jesus, 'Where 

are you from?' But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore 

said to him, 'Aren't you speaking to me? Don't you know that I 

have power to release you, and have power to crucify you?' Je-

sus answered, 'You would have no power at all against me, 

unless it were given to you from above. Therefore he who deliv-

ered me to you has greater sin.'  

"At this, Pilate was seeking to release him, but the Jews cried 

out, saying, 'If you release this man, you aren't Caesar's friend! 

Everyone who makes himself a king speaks against Caesar!' 

When Pilate therefore heard these words, he brought Jesus out, 

and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called 'The Pave-

ment', but in Hebrew, 'Gabbatha.' Now it was the Preparation 

Day of the Passover, at about the sixth hour. He said to the 

Jews, 'Behold, your King!' They cried out, 'Away with him! 

Away with him! Crucify him!'  
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"Pilate said to them, 'Shall I crucify your King?' The chief 

priests answered, 'We have no king but Caesar!' So then he de-

livered him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led 

him away. He went out, bearing his cross, to the place called 

'The Place of a Skull,' which is called in Hebrew, 'Golgotha,' 

where they crucified him, and with him two others, on either 

side one, and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared 

and fastened to the cross. It read: 'JESUS OF NAZARETH, 

THE KING OF THE JEWS.' Therefore many of the Jews read 

this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 

city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. The 

chief priests of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, 'Don't write, 

'The King of the Jews,' but, 'he said, I am King of the Jews.'    

Pilate answered, 'What I have written, I have written.'  

"Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his gar-

ments and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also the 

coat. Now the coat was without seam, woven from the top 

throughout. Then they said to one another, Let's not tear it, but 

cast lots for it to decide whose it will be', that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled, which says, 'They parted my garments among 

them. For my cloak they cast lots.'
 
  

"Therefore the soldiers did these things. But there were standing 

by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary 

the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. Therefore when Jesus 

saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing there, 

he said to his mother, 'Woman, behold your son!' Then he said 

to the disciple, 'Behold, your mother!' From that hour, the disci-

ple took her to his own home.  

"After this, Jesus, seeing that all things were now finished, that 

the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, 'I am thirsty.' Now a vessel 

full of vinegar was set there; so they put a sponge full of the 

vinegar on hyssop, and held it at his mouth. When Jesus there-

fore had received the vinegar, he said, 'It is finished.' He bowed 

his head, and gave up his spirit.  
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"Therefore the Jews, because it was the Preparation Day, so that 

the bodies wouldn't remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that 

Sabbath was a special one), asked of Pilate that their legs might 

be broken [to speed his death], and that they might be taken away. 

Therefore the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first, and 

of the other who was crucified with him; but when they came to 

Jesus, and saw that he was already dead, they didn't break his 

legs. However one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, 

and immediately blood and water came out.  

"He who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true. He 

knows that he tells the truth, that you may believe. For these 

things happened, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 'A bone of 

him will not be broken.' Again another Scripture says, 'They will 

look on him whom they pierced.'"
 
 

Prophecy of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead                                                              

Psa 16:8-10, (B.C. 1000)   "I have set the Lord always before 

me. Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. There-

fore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will 

rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor 

will you let your Holy One see decay". 

Fulfilment:                                                                                                                  

Lk 24:1-11,   "On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 

and some others came to the tomb, bringing the spices which 

they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb. They entered in, and didn't find the Lord Jesus' body. It 

happened, while they were greatly perplexed about this, behold, 

two men stood by them in dazzling clothing. Becoming terrified, 

they bowed their faces down to the earth.  

"They said to them, 'Why do you seek the living among the 

dead? He isn't here, but is risen. Remember what he told you 

when he was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be 

delivered up into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 

the third day rise again?' They remembered his words, returned 
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from the tomb, and told all these things to the eleven, and to all 

the rest. Now they were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the 

mother of James. The other women with them told these things 

to the apostles. These words seemed to them to be nonsense, and 

they didn't believe them."  

Prophecy about the ascension of Jesus to heaven                                                                              
Psa 110:1, (B.C. 1000)  "Yahweh says to my Lord, "Sit at my 

right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool for your 

feet."  

Fulfilment:                                                                                                                  
Acts 1:6-11,   "Therefore, when they [the apostles] had come to-

gether, they asked him [Jesus], 'Lord, are you now restoring the 

kingdom to Israel?'  

"He said to them, 'It isn't for you to know times or seasons 

which the Father has set within his own authority. But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. You 

will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the uttermost parts of the earth.'  

"When he had said these things, as they were looking, he was 

taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight. While they 

were looking steadfastly into the sky as he went, behold, two 

men stood by them in white clothing, who also said, 'You men 

of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, 

who was received up from you into the sky will come back in 

the same way as you saw him going into the sky.'"  

[Men may make a political or economic prognosis. They may turn out 

to be right, because these are foreseeable. The above prophecies and 

their fulfillment constitute a miracle that defies any explanation other 

than that they were given by God.  There is no other possibility, except 

that they were provided by God to verify and establish the truth of the-

se prophetic occurrences.]  
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The apostle Peter was an eye witness of these things                              
2 Pet 1:10-16, 19-21,  ''…Brothers, be more diligent to make 

your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you 

will never stumble. For thus you will be richly supplied with the 

entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  

"Therefore I will not be negligent to remind you of these things, 

though you know them, and are established in the present truth. 

I think it right, as long as I am in this tent [as long as I still live], 

to stir you up by reminding you; knowing that the putting off of 

my tent comes swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear 

to me. Yes, I will make every effort that you may always be able 

to remember these things even after my departure. For we did 

not follow cunningly devised fables, when we made known to 

you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 

were eyewitnesses of his majesty…' 

"We have the more sure word of prophecy; and you do well that 

you heed it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns, and the morning star arises in your hearts: knowing this 

first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation. 

For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but holy men of 

God spoke, being moved by the Holy Spirit."  

The Apostle Paul's declares the reasons for his trust in 

God's revelation                                                                                                                             
1 Cor 15:3-7,  "For I delivered to you first of all that which I al-

so received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures Scriptures [here referring to the Old Testament], that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve 

[after his resurrection from the dead]. Then he appeared to over 

five hundred brothers at once, most of whom remain until now, 

but some have also fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, 

then to all the apostles ...".   
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[His witness is 'in accordance with the Scriptures', referring to ful-

filled prophecy of the Old Testament, and it was at that time evidenced 

by many witnesses who could be questioned]                                                                     

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '29. The evidence of 
Jesus in history' (P. 352)    
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THE QUR'AN - THE WORD OF ALLAH                         

The introduction of the Qur'an in the Mishkatu'l- 

Masabih                                                                                  
More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '30. Introduction of the 
Qur'an' (P. 354) and '31. What is the Hadith?'  (P.355) 

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                         
The first revelation came to Muhammad in the cave of 

Hira                                                                           
96:1-5,    ''Proclaim! [or read] In the name of thy Lord and cher-

isher, who created - created man, out of a (mere) clot of 

congealed blood: Proclaim! And thy Lord is most bountiful, He 

Who taught (the use of) the pen, taught man that which he knew 

not.'' 

The nature of the Qur'an                                                                                                                       
6: 92,    ''… this is a book which we have sent down, bringing 

blessings, and confirming (the revelations) which came before 

it: that thou mayest warn the mother of cities [Mecca] and all 

around her. Those who believe in the hereafter believe in this 

(book), and they are constant in guarding their prayers.'' 

3: 1-3,    ''Alif  Lam  Mim  Allah there is no god but He, the liv-

ing, the self subsisting, eternal. It is He Who sent down to thee 

(step by step), in truth, the book, confirming what went before 

it; and he sent down the Torah (of Moses) and the Gospel (of Je-

sus) before this, as a guide to mankind, and he sent down the 

criterion (of judgment between right and wrong).'' 

41:1-4,     ''Ha Mim. A revelation from (Allah), most gracious, 

most merciful; a book, whereof the verses are explained in de-

tail; a Qur'an in Arabic, for people who understand; giving good 

news and admonition: yet most of them turn away, and so they 

hear not.'' 

10: 94,    ''If thou wert in doubt as to what we have revealed un-

to thee, then ask those who have been reading the book from 
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before thee [i.e. Jews and Christians]: the truth hath indeed come 

to thee from thy Lord: so be in no wise of those in doubt.'' 

15:1-2,   ''These are the ayats [signs or verses] of revelation, of a 

Qur'an that makes things clear. Again and again will those who 

disbelieve, wish that they had bowed (to Allah's will) in Islam.'' 

44:1-6,    ''Ha Mim. By the book that makes things clear; We 

sent it down during a blessed night: for We (ever) wish to warn 

(against evil). In that (night) is made distinct every affair of 

wisdom, by command, from Our presence. For We (ever) send 

(revelations), as a mercy from thy Lord: for He hears and knows 

(all things).'' 

56:75-80,    ''Furthermore I call to witness the setting of the 

stars, and that is indeed a mighty adjuration if ye but knew, that 

this is indeed a Qur'an most honorable, in a book well guarded, 

which none shall touch but those who are clean: A revelation 

from the Lord of the worlds.'' 

81:27-29,   ''Verily this is no less than a message to (all) the 

worlds: (with profit) to whoever among you wills to go straight: 

But ye shall not will except as Allah wills, the cherisher of the 

worlds.'' 

3:101-102,   ''And how would ye deny faith while unto you are 

rehearsed the signs ['ayas' of the Qur'an] of Allah, and among you 

lives the messenger? Whoever holds firmly to Allah will be 

shown a Way that is straight. O ye who believe fear Allah as He 

should be feared, and die not except in a state of Islam.'' 

6: 125,  ''Those whom Allah (in his plan) willeth to guide, he 

openeth their breast to Islam; those whom he willeth to leave 

straying [correctly 'lead astray'], he maketh their breast close and 

constricted, as if they had to climb up to the skies: thus doth Al-

lah (heap) the penalty on those who refuse to believe.'' 

98:2-5,     ''A messenger from Allah, rehearsing scriptures kept 

pure and holy: Wherein are laws (or decrees) right and straight. 
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Nor did the People of the Book make schisms, until after there 

came to them clear evidence. And they have been commanded 

no more than this: to worship Allah, offering Him sincere devo-

tion, being true (in faith); to establish regular prayer; and to 

practise regular charity; and that is the religion right and 

straight.''                                                                                                     

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '32. The use of the 
words 'Islam' and 'Muslim'  (P.358) 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs   4:135-136, 

23:52-54, 2: 207-208, 10:104-105, 21:92;  2:138,  34:6,  39:9-

14, 91: 1-10,  11:1-2, 25:6, 29: 46-47, 3: 7, 2: 213, 59:21, 14:1, 

7:204,  17:45-47, 73: 20, 13:1, 16:89,  21: 106-108, 27: 91-92, 

36: 1-11, 39: 1-2,  39:27-28, 42:15-17,    81:19-29, 86:11-14, 

46:11-12, 80:15, 43: 43-44, 47:2, 56:75-80, 43: 43-44.     

The Qur’an was revealed in Arabic                                                      
41:43,   ''Nothing is said to thee that was not said to the messen-

gers before thee: that thy Lord has at His command (all) 

forgiveness as well as a most grievous penalty. Had We sent this 

as a Qur'an (in a language) other than Arabic, they would have 

said: 'Why are not its verses explained in detail? What! (a book) 

not in Arabic and (a messenger) an Arab?' Say: 'It is a guide and 

a healing to those who believe; and for those who believe not, 

there is a deafness in their ears, and it is blindness in their 

(eyes): they are (as it were) being called from a place far dis-

tant!'" 

46:12,   ''And before this, was the book of Moses as a guide and 

a mercy: and a this book confirms (it) in the Arabic tongue; to 

admonish the unjust, and as glad tidings to those who do right.'' 

43: 3-4,    ''We [Allah] have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, that ye 

may be able to understand (and learn wisdom). And verily, it is 

in the mother of the book, in Our presence, high (in dignity), full 

of wisdom.'' 



202  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

16:103,   ''We know indeed that they say, it is a man that teaches 

him. The tongue of him they wickedly point to is notably for-

eign [pointing to Salman the Persian], while this is Arabic, pure 

and clear.'' 

14:4,  ''We sent not a messenger except (to teach) in the lan-

guage of his (own) people, in order to make (things) clear to 

them. Now Allah leaves straying [should read 'leads astray'] those 

whom He pleases: and guides whom He pleases: and He is ex-

alted in power, full of wisdom.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs  42:7-8, 

26:192-201.  

The sign to verify the prophethood of Muhammad is 

the Qur'an                                                                                   
2:252,   ''These are the signs of Allah [i.e. ayas or verses of the 

Qur’an]: We rehearse them to thee in truth: verily thou art one of 

the apostles.'' 

6:37-38,   ''They say: why is not a sign sent down to him from 

his Lord? say: Allah hath certainly power to send down a sign: 

but most of them understand not. There is not an animal (that 

lives) on the earth, nor a being that flies on its wings, but (forms 

part of) communities like you.''  

29:47-51,  ''And thus (it is) that We have sent down the book to 

thee. So the People of the Book believe therein, as also do some 

of these (pagan Arabs): and none but unbelievers reject Our 

signs. And thou wast not (able) to recite a book before this 

(book came), nor art thou (able) to transcribe it with thy right 

hand: In that case, indeed, would the talkers of vanities have 

doubted. Nay, here are signs self evident in the hearts of those 

endowed with knowledge: and none but the unjust reject Our 

signs. Yet they say: Why are not signs sent down to him from 

his Lord? Say: The signs are indeed with Allah: and I am indeed 

a clear Warner. And is it not enough for them that We have sent 

down to thee the book which is rehearsed to them? Verily, in it 

is mercy and a reminder to those who believe.''                                                                              
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6:98-99,    ''It is He who hath produced you from a single per-

son: Then there is a place of sojourn and a place of departure: 

we detail our signs for people who understand. It is He Who 

sendeth down rain from the skies: with it We produce vegetation 

of all kinds: from some We produce green (crops), out of which 

We produce grain, heaped up (at harvest); out of the date palm 

and its sheaths (or spathes) (come) clusters of dates hanging low 

and near: and (then there are) gardens of grapes, and olives, and 

pomegranates, each similar (in kind) yet different (in variety): 

when they begin to bear fruit, feast your eyes with the fruit and 

the ripeness thereof. Behold in these things there are signs for 

people who believe. 

7:73,   ''To the Thamud people (we sent) Salih, one of their own 

brethren: he said: O my people worship Allah; ye have no other 

Allah but him. Now hath come unto you a clear (sign) from your 

Lord this she camel of Allah is a sign unto you: so leave her to 

graze in Allah's earth, and let her come to no harm, or you shall 

be seized with a grievous punishment.''                                                                                                                

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '21. The Thamud people 
and the she-camel'   (P.338)                      

[In recent decades Muslim apologists have added an extra argument in 

favour of the trustworthiness of the Qur'an].                                                            

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '33. The Qur'an and 
science' (P. 360)                                                                                                                                                                                            

Further recommended reading is found in Surah 6: 154-157.  

About the divine origin of the Qur’an                                                                                           
4: 82,   ''Do they not consider the Qur'an (with care)? Had it 

been from other than Allah, they would surely have found there-

in much discrepancy.'' 

10:37-38,  ''This Qur'an is not such as can be produced by other 

than Allah; on the contrary it is a confirmation of (revelations) 

that went before it, and a fuller explanation of the book wherein 
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there is no doubt from the Lord of the worlds. Or do they say, he 

forged it? Say: bring then a Surah like unto it, and call (to your 

aid) anyone you can, besides Allah, if it be ye speak the truth!''                                                           

17:86-89,   ''If it were our will, we could take away that which 

we have sent thee by inspiration: then wouldst thou find none to 

plead thy affair in that matter as against us, except for mercy 

from thy Lord: For his bounty is to thee (indeed) great. Say: if 

the whole of mankind and Jinns were to gather together to pro-

duce the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like 

thereof, even if they backed up each other with help and sup-

port. And we have explained to man, in this Qur'an, every kind 

of similitude: yet the greater part of men refuse (to receive it) 

except with ingratitude!''                                                                                                   

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '34. The authorship of 
the Qur'an'  (P.364) 

The collection of the Qur'an and its first collation                                                                                  

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '35. The collection of 
the Qur'an and its first collation' (P. 365) 

The revision of the Qur'an under Khalif Uthman                                                        

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '36. The revision of the 
Qur'an under Khalif Uthman'   (P. 367)  

No one can change the Qur'an                                                                                                 
6:34,  ''Rejected were the messengers before thee: with patience 

and constancy they bore their rejection and their wrongs, until 

Our aid did reach them: there is none that can alter the words 

(and decrees) of Allah. Already hast thou received some account 

of those messengers.'' 

6:115,   ''The word of thy Lord doth find its fulfillment in truth 

and in justice: none can change his words: for he is the one 

who heareth and knoweth all.'' 
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10:64,    ''For them are glad tidings, in the life of the present and 

in the hereafter: no change can there be in the words of Allah. 

This is indeed the supreme felicity. 

18:27,   ''And recite (and teach) what has been revealed to thee 

of the book of thy Lord: none can change his words, and none 

wilt thou find as a refuge other than him.'' [emphasis by G.N.] 

Alterations that were done to the Qur'an                                                 
16:100-102,  ''When we substitute one revelation for another, 

and Allah knows best what he reveals (in stages), they say, thou 

art but a forger: but most of them understand not. Say, the Holy 

Spirit has brought the revelation from thy Lord in truth, in order 

to strengthen those who believe, and as a guide and glad tidings 

to Muslims.''  

2:106,  ''None of Our revelations do We abrogate or cause to be 

forgotten, but We substitute something better or similar: 

knowest thou not that Allah hath power over all things?'' 

13: 39,    ''Allah doth blot out or confirm what he pleaseth: with 

him is the Mother of the Book.'' 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '15. Changes made in 
the Qur'an'  (P. 318) 

The Qur’an confirms 'Former Scriptures'                                      

[taurat, zabur and injil]                                                                                            
2:87,  ''We gave Moses the book and followed him up with a 

succession of messengers;  we gave Jesus, the son of Mary, 

clear (signs) and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit. Is it that 

whenever there comes to you a messenger with what ye your-

selves desire not, ye are puffed up with pride? Some ye called 

impostors, and others ye slay!'' 

3:1-3,    ''Alif  Lam  Mim.  Allah there is no god but He, the liv-

ing, the self subsisting, eternal. It is He Who sent down to thee 

(step by step), in truth, the book, confirming what went before 

it; and he sent down the Taurat (of Moses) and the Gospel (of 
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Jesus) before this, as a guide to mankind, and he sent down the 

criterion (of judgment between right and wrong).''                                                                           

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '13. The Former Books' 
(P. 313) 

2:213,   ''Mankind was one single nation, and Allah sent mes-

sengers with glad tidings and warnings; and with them He sent 

the book in truth, to judge between people in matters wherein 

they differed; but the People of the Book, after the clear signs 

came to them, did not differ among themselves, except through 

selfish contumacy. Allah by His grace guided the believers to 

the truth, concerning that wherein they differed. For Allah 

guides whom He will to a path that is straight.'' 

4:136,   ''O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His messenger, 

and the scripture which He hath sent to His messenger and the 

scripture which He sent to those before (him). Any who denieth 

Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, and the Day of 

Judgment, hath gone far, far astray.''  

87:17-19,  ''But the hereafter is better and more enduring. And 

this is in the books of the earliest (revelations), the books of 

Abraham and Moses.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs  57:25-27,     

7: 157,  12:111.    
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HOW CAN WE KNOW THAT THE QUR'AN WAS 

REVEALED BY ALLAH?                                               

The Qur'an:                                                       The Qur'an:                                                       The Qur'an:                                                       The Qur'an:                                                       
53:1-10,  ''By the star when it goes down, your companion [Mu-

hammad] is neither astray nor being misled.  Nor does he say 

(aught) of (his own) desire. It is no less than inspiration sent 

down to him: He was taught by one mighty in power, endued 

with wisdom: for he appeared (in stately form) while he was in 

the highest part of the horizon: Then he approached and came 

closer, and was at a distance of but two bow lengths or (even) 

nearer; so did (Allah) convey the inspiration to His servant 

(conveyed) what He (meant) to convey.'' 

14:1,   ''A. L. R. A book which we have revealed unto thee, in 

order that thou mightiest lead mankind out of the depths of 

darkness into light by the leave [permission]  of their Lord to the 

way of (him) the exalted in power, worthy of all praise.'' 

10:94,   ''If thou wert in doubt as to what we have revealed unto 

thee, then ask those who have been reading the book [Taurat and 

Injil] from before thee: the truth hath indeed come to thee from 

thy Lord: so be in no wise of those in doubt.''                                                                   

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '13. The Former Books'  
(P.313) 

16:101-104, ''When we substitute one revelation for another, and 

Allah knows best what he reveals (in stages), they say, thou art 

but a forger: but most of them understand not. Say, the Holy 

Spirit has brought the revelation from thy Lord in truth, in order 

to strengthen those who believe, and as a guide and glad tidings 

to Muslims. We know indeed that they say, it is a man that 

teaches him. The tongue of him they wickedly point to is nota-

bly foreign, while this is Arabic, pure and clear. Those who 

believe not in the signs of Allah, Allah will not guide them, and 

theirs will be a grievous penalty.'' 
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29:46-47,  ''And dispute ye not with the people of the Book, ex-

cept with means better (than mere disputation), unless it be with 

those of them who inflict wrong (and injury): but say, 'We be-

lieve in the revelation which has come down to us and in that 

which came down to you; our God and your God is one; and it 

is to Him we bow (in Islam).' And thus (it is) that We have sent 

down the book to thee. So the People of the Book believe there-

in, as also do some of these (pagan Arabs): and none but 

unbelievers reject Our signs.''   

18:27,    ''And recite (and teach) what has been revealed to thee 

of the book of thy Lord: none can change his words, and none 

wilt thou find as a refuge other than him.''                                                                  

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '2. The use of the word 
'Allah'   (P.289)    '8. How predestination is understood in the Qur'an and Hadith (P. 
299),  and '15. Changes were made to the text of the Qur'an'  P. 318),  

How the Qur'an was revealed to Muhammad                                                                                      

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix  '14. How the Qur'an 
was revealed to Muhammad'  (P. 314)                                                                                             
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WHAT THE QUR'AN SAYS ABOUT THE BIBLE      

TTTThhhheeee    QQQQuuuurrrr''''aaaannnn::::                                                                                                                                                                                                                
There is no difference between true Christians, Jews, 

and Muslims                                                                                 
2:136-137,  ''Say ye: We believe in Allah, and the revelation 

given to us, and to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes, 

and that given to Moses and Jesus, and that given to (all) proph-

ets from their Lord: we make no difference between one and 

another of them: and we bow to Allah (in Islam). So if they be-

lieve as ye believe, they are indeed on the right path... And it is 

He Whom we worship. Say: will ye dispute with us about Allah, 

seeing that He is our Lord and your Lord; that we are responsi-

ble for our doings and ye for yours; and that we are sincere (in 

our faith) in Him?''   

42:13,  ''The same religion has He established for you as that 

which He enjoined on Noah the which We have sent by inspira-

tion to thee and that which We enjoined on Abraham, Moses, 

and Jesus: Namely, that ye should remain steadfast in religion, 

and make no divisions  therein: to those who worship other 

things than Allah, hard is the (way) to which thou callest them. 

Allah chooses to Himself those whom He pleases, and guides to 

Himself those who turn (to Him).''    

2:285,  The messenger believeth in what hath been revealed to 

him from his Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one (of them) 

believeth in Allah, His angels, His books, and His messengers. 

We make no distinction (they say) between one and another of 

His messengers. And they say: We hear, and we obey: (we seek) 

Thy forgiveness, our Lord, and to Thee is the end of all jour-

neys.'' 

4:136,  ''O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His messenger, 

and the scripture which He hath sent to His messenger and the 

scripture which He sent to those before (him). Any who denieth 

Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, and the Day of 

Judgment, hath gone far, far astray.'' 
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3:84,  ''Say: we believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed 

to us and what was revealed to Abraham, Ismail , Isaac, Jacob, 

and the tribes, and in (the books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the 

prophets, from their Lord: we make no distinction between one 

and another among them, and to Allah do we bow our will (in 

Islam).'' 

5:65-70,   ''If only the People of the Book had believed and been 

righteous, We [Allah] should indeed have blotted out their iniq-

uities and admitted them to gardens of bliss. If only they have 

stood fast by the Taurat, the Gospel, and all the revelation that 

was sent to them from their Lord, they would have enjoyed hap-

piness from every side. There is from among them a party on the 

right course: but many of them follow a course that is evil....  

Say: 'O People of the Book! ye have no ground to stand upon 

unless ye stand fast by the Taurat, the Gospel and all the revela-

tion that has come to you from your Lord.' It is the revelation 

that cometh to thee from thy Lord, that increaseth in most of 

them their obstinate rebellion and blasphemy. But sorrow thou 

not over (these) people without Faith. Those who believe (in the 

Qur'an), those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), and the 

Sabians and the Christians, any who believe in Allah and the 

Last Day, and the work righteousness, on them shall be no fear, 

nor shall they grieve.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 3:199, 2:87, 

3:2-3, 3:67-71, 5:44-48,10:94, 5:59-60, 10:37-39, 6:92,  6:153-

155, 11:17,  21:7, 32:23, 5:71, 5:62-67, 4:47-48.    

No one corrupted or changed the 'Former Books'                             
3:78,   ''There is among them a section who distort the book with 

their tongues: (as they read) you would think it is a part of the 

book, but it is no part of the book; and they say, that is from Al-

lah, but it is not from Allah: it is they who tell a lie against 

Allah, and (well) they know it.'' 

4:46,   ''Of the Jews there are those who displace words from 

their (right) places, and say: we hear and we disobey; and hear 
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what is not heard; and Rā'inā; with a twist of their tongues and a 

slander to faith.''                                                                                                                                                   

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix  '37.  Nobody corrupt-
ed or changed the Bible' (P.370) 
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HOW JEWS AND CHRISTIANS ARE PRESENTED 

IN THE QUR'AN   

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                         
People of the Book  (Jews and Christians)                                                                                             
3: 113-115,    ''Not all of them are alike: of the People of the 

Book are a portion that stand (for the right); they rehearse the 

signs of Allah all night long, and they prostrate themselves in 

adoration. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin 

what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and they hasten (in 

emulation) in (all) good works: they are in the ranks of the 

righteous of the good that they do, nothing will be rejected of 

them; for Allah knoweth well those that do right.'' 

42:12-13,  ''To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the 

earth: He enlarges and restricts the sustenance to whom He will: 

For He knows full well all things. The same religion has He es-

tablished for you as that which He enjoined on Noah the which 

We have sent by inspiration to thee and that which We enjoined 

on Abraham, Moses, and Jesus: Namely, that ye should remain 

steadfast in religion, and make no divisions therein: to those 

who worship other things than Allah, hard is the (way) to which 

thou callest them. Allah chooses to Himself those whom He 

pleases, and guides to Himself those who turn (to Him).''                              

3: 64-65,   ''Say: O People of the Book come to common terms 

as between us and you: that we worship none but Allah; that we 

associate no partners with him; that we erect not, from among 

ourselves, lords and patrons other than Allah. If then they turn 

back, say ye: bear witness that we (at last) are Muslims (bowing 

to Allah's will) Ye People of the Book why dispute ye about 

Abraham, when the law and the Gospel were not revealed till af-

ter him? have you no understanding?'' 

3:69-71,   ''It is the wish of a section of the People of the Book 

to lead you astray but they shall lead astray (not you), but them-

selves, and they do not perceive. Ye People of the Book why 

reject ye the signs of Allah, of which ye are (yourselves) wit-
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nesses? Ye People of the Book why do ye clothe truth with 

falsehood, and conceal the truth, while ye have knowledge?'' 

4: 171-173,   ''O People of the Book! Commit no excesses in 

your religion: nor say of Allah aught but the truth. Christ Jesus 

the son of Mary was (no more than) a messenger of Allah, and 

His word, which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit proceeding 

from Him: so believe in Allah and His messengers. Say not 

"Trinity" [should be 'three']: desist: it will be better for you: for 

Allah is one God:  glory be to him: (far exalted is He) above 

having a son. To him belong all things in the heavens and on 

earth. And enough is Allah as a disposer of affairs. Christ 

disdaineth not to serve and worship Allah, nor do the angels, 

those nearest (to Allah): those who disdain his worship and are 

arrogant, he will gather them all together unto Himself to (an-

swer). But to those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, 

he will give their (due) rewards, and more, out of his bounty: 

but those who are disdainful and arrogant, he will punish with a 

grievous penalty; nor will they find, besides Allah, any to pro-

tect or help them.'' 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '3. Is Jesus one of the 
'partners' of Allah? (P.290) 

Further recommended reading is found is found in Surahs 32: 

23-24, 3: 64, 9: 29, 28:52-54, 2: 120-122, 3:19, 3: 110, 3: 199,  

5: 15-19, 74: 31, 4: 47-48, 57:29. 

The Jews                                                                                                                                          
2:47,   ''O Children of Israel! Call to mind the (special) favour 

which I bestowed upon you, and that I preferred you to all oth-

ers (for My message).'' 

2: 77-79,   ''Know they not that Allah knoweth what they con-

ceal and what they reveal? And there are among them illiterates, 

who know not the book, but (see therein their own) desires, and 

they do nothing but conjecture. Then woe to those who write the 

book with their own hands, and then say: 'This is from Allah,' to 
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traffic with it for a miserable price! - Woe to them for what their 

hands do write, and for the gain they make thereby.''                                                                        

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix  '37.  Nobody corrupt-
ed or changed the Bible'   (P. 370) 

5: 51.   ''O ye who believe take not the Jews and the Christians 

for your friends and protectors: they are but friends and protec-

tors to each other. And he amongst you that turns to them (for 

friendship) is of them. Verily Allah guideth not a people unjust. 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 5:13, 

3:183, 5:70-71, 3:94, 19:49-50, 5:11-14, 20-35, 2:87, 5:78. 

The Christians                                                                                                               
2:62,   ''Those who believe (in the Qur'an), and those who follow 

the Jewish (scriptures), and the Christians and the Sabians, any 

who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work righteousness, 

shall have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, 

nor shall they grieve.'' 

5:46-48,   ''... we sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the 

Taurat that had come before him: we sent him the Gospel: 

therein was guidance and light, and confirmation of the Taurat 

that had come before him: a guidance and an admonition to 

those who fear Allah. Let the people of the Gospel judge by 

what Allah hath revealed therein. If any do fail to judge by (the 

light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than) 

those who rebel. To thee we sent the scripture in truth, confirm-

ing the scripture that came before it, and guarding it in safety: so 

judge between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow not 

their vain desires, diverging from the truth that hath come to 

thee. To each among you have we prescribed a law and an open 

way. If Allah had so willed. He would have made you a single 

people, but (his plan is) to test you in what he hath given you: so 

strive as in a race in all virtues. The goal of you all is to Allah; it 

is he that will show you the truth of the matters in which ye dis-

pute.'' 
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5: 82-83,  ''Strongest among men in enmity to the believers wilt 

thou find the Jews and pagans; and nearest among them in love 

to the believers wilt thou find those who say, we are Christians: 

because amongst these are men devoted to learning and men 

who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant. And 

when they listen to the revelation received by the messenger, 

thou wilt see their eyes overflowing with tears, for they recog-

nize the truth: they pray: 'Our Lord! we believe; write us down 

among the witnesses'." 

28:52,    ''Those to whom We sent the book before this, they do 

believe in this (revelation);  And when it is recited to them, they 

say: We believe therein, for it is the truth from our Lord: indeed 

we have been Muslims (bowing to Allah's will) from before this. 

Twice will they be given their reward, for that they have perse-

vered, that they avert evil with good, and that they spend (in 

charity) out of what We have given them.  And when they hear 

vain talk, they turn away therefrom and say: To us our deeds, 

and to you yours, peace be to you: we seek not the ignorant.  It 

is true thou will not be able to guide every one whom thou 

lovest; but Allah guides those whom He will. And He knows 

best those who receive guidance.''                                                                                                                                 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 5:14-15, 

3:67-71, 42:15-17, 2:213,   5:18. 

There is no compulsion in religion                                                                                                 
2:256,    ''Let there be no compulsion in religion: truth stands out 

clear from error: whoever rejects Tagut (anything worshipped 

beside Allah) and believes in Allah hath grasped the most trust-

worthy hand hold, that never breaks. And Allah heareth and 

knoweth all things.'' 

109: 1-6,   ''Say: O ye that reject faith! I worship not that which 

ye worship, Nor will ye worship that which I worship. And I 

will not worship that which ye have been wont to worship, nor 

will ye worship that which I worship. To you be your way, and 

to me mine.'' 
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29:46,  ''And dispute ye not with the People of the Book, except 

with means better (than mere disputation), unless it be with 

those of them who inflict wrong (and injury): but say, "We be-

lieve in the revelation which has come down to us and in that 

which came down to you; our God and your God is one; and it 

is to Him we bow (in Islam)."  
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WHAT THE QUR'AN SAYS ABOUT JESUS                           
[The Qur'an mentions Jesus 26 times, and his title, Messiah or Christ, 

another 11 times]                                                                                                                                             

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                         
3:45-55,  ''Behold! the angels said: "O Mary! Allah giveth thee 

glad tidings of a Word from Him: his name will be Christ Jesus, 

the son of Mary, held in honor in this world and the hereafter 

and of (the company of) those nearest to Allah; He shall speak 

to the people in childhood and in maturity. And he shall be (of 

the company) of the righteous. She said: 'O my Lord! how shall 

I have a son when no man hath touched me?' He said: 'Even so: 

Allah createth what He willeth: when He hath decreed a plan, 

He but saith to it, 'be', and it is!  And Allah will teach him the 

book and wisdom, the law and the Gospel, and (appoint him) a 

messenger to the Children of Israel, (with this message): I have 

come to you, with a sign from your Lord, in that I make for you 

out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, and breathe into it, 

and it becomes a bird by Allah's leave [permission]: and I heal 

those born blind, and the lepers, and I quicken the dead, by Al-

lah's leave ....  ' 'It is Allah who is my Lord and your Lord; then 

worship Him. This is a way that is straight.' When Jesus found 

unbelief on their part he said: who will be my helpers to (the 

work of) Allah? said the disciples: we are Allah's helpers: we 

believe in Allah, and do thou bear witness that we are Muslims. 

'Our Lord! we believe in what Thou hast revealed, and we fol-

low the messenger; then write us down among those who bear 

witness.' And (the Unbelievers) plotted and planned, and Allah 

too planned, and the best of planners is Allah. Behold Allah 

said: O Jesus I will take thee and raise thee to myself and clear 

thee (of the falsehoods) of those who blaspheme; I will make 

those who follow thee superior to those who reject faith, to the 

day of resurrection: then shall ye all return unto me, and I will 

judge between you of the matters wherein ye dispute.''   
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21:91,   ''And (remember) her who guarded her charity: we 

breathed into her of our spirit, and we made her and her son a 

sign for all peoples.'' 

57:27,   ''We sent after them [Old Testament prophets] Jesus the 

son of Mary, and bestowed on him the Gospel; and We ordained 

in the hearts of those who followed him compassion and mercy, 

but the monasticism which they invented for themselves.'' 

43:61-64,  ''And (Jesus) shall be a sign (for the coming of) the 

hour (of judgment): Therefore have no doubt about the (hour), 

but follow ye Me: this is a straight way. Let not the evil one 

hinder you: for he is to you an enemy avowed. When Jesus 

came with clear signs, he said: Now have I come to you with 

wisdom, and in order to make clear to you some of the (points) 

on which ye dispute: therefore fear Allah and obey me. For Al-

lah, He is my Lord and your Lord: so worship ye Him: this is a 

straight way.''                                                                                                                                                                 

5:109-115,   ''One day will Allah gather the messengers togeth-

er, and ask: 'What was the response ye received (from men to 

your teaching)?' They will say: 'We have no knowledge: it is 

Thou who knowest in full all that is hidden.' Then will Allah 

say: 'O Jesus the son of Mary! Recount my favour to thee and to 

thy mother. Behold! I strengthened thee with the Holy Spirit, so 

that thou didst speak to the people in childhood and in maturity. 

Behold! I taught thee the book and wisdom, the Taurat and the 

Gospel. And behold! thou makest out of clay, as it were, the fig-

ure of a bird, by My leave [permission], and thou breathest into 

it, and it becometh a bird by My leave , and thou healest those 

born blind, and the lepers, by My leave. And behold! thou 

bringest forth the dead by My leave. And behold! I did restrain 

the Children of Israel from (violence to) thee when thou didst 

show them the clear signs. And the unbelievers among them 

said: 'This is nothing but evident magic.'  'And behold! I inspired 

the disciples to have faith in Me and Mine messenger'; they said, 

'We have faith, and do thou bear witness that we bow to Allah 

as Muslims'. Behold! the disciples said: 'O Jesus the son of 
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Mary! Can thy Lord send down to us a Table set (with viands) 

from heaven?' Said Jesus: 'Fear Allah, if ye have Faith.' They 

said: 'We only wish to eat thereof and satisfy our hearts, and to 

know that thou hast indeed told us the truth; and that we our-

selves may be witnesses to the miracle.' Said Jesus the son of 

Mary: 'O Allah our Lord! Send us from heaven a table set (with 

viands), that there may be for us- for the first and the last of us- 

a solemn festival and a sign from Thee; and provide for our sus-

tenance, for Thou art the best sustainer (of our needs).' Allah 

said: 'I will send it down unto you; but if any of you after that 

resisteth faith, I will punish him with a penalty such as I have 

not inflicted on any one among all the peoples'.''                                               

19:88-93,   ''They say: '(Allah) most gracious has begotten a 

son!' Indeed ye have put forth a thing most monstrous! At it the 

skies are ready to burst, the earth to split asunder, and the moun-

tains to fall down in utter ruin, that they should invoke a son for 

(Allah) most gracious. For it is not consonant with the majesty 

of (Allah) most gracious that he should beget a son. Not one of 

the beings in the heavens and the earth but must come to (Allah) 

most gracious as a servant.''                                                                                                

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '38. The attributes of 
Jesus given in the Qur'an'  (P. 373) 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 5:46, 61:6, 

19:16-34, 2: 87, 39:4,  23:50, 2:253,   61:14.    

What the Qur'an says about the birth of Jesus                                                                                     
19:19-24,  ''He [the angel] said: 'Nay, I am only a messenger 

from thy Lord, [to announce] to thee the gift of a holy son.' She 

said: 'How shall I have a son, seeing that no man has touched 

me, and I am not unchaste?' He said: 'So (it will be): Thy Lord 

saith, 'that is easy for Me: and (We wish) to appoint him as a 

Sign unto men and a Mercy from Us': It is a matter(so) decreed.'                      

''So she conceived him, and she retired with him to a remote 

place. And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a 

palm-tree: She cried (in her anguish): 'Ah! would that I had died 
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before this! would that I had been a thing forgotten and out of 

sight!' But (a voice) cried to her from beneath the (palm-tree): 

'Grieve not! for thy Lord hath provided a rivulet beneath thee; 

'and shake towards thyself the trunk of the palm-tree: It will let 

fall fresh ripe dates upon thee'." 

What the Qur'an says about the crucifixion and death 

of Jesus                                                                                  
4: 156-159,   ''They [the Jews] said (in boast), 'We killed Christ 

Jesus the son of Mary, the messenger of Allah'- but they killed 

him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to 

them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no 

(certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a sure-

ty they killed him not - nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; 

and Allah is exalted in power, wise - and there is no one of the 

People of the Book but must believe in him before his death; 

and on the Day of Judgment he will be a witness against them.''   

19:33,   ''So peace is on me the day I was born, the day that I 

die, and the day that I shall be raised up to life (again).''                                        

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '39. The crucial ques-
tion: Was Jesus crucified - or not? (P. 374)                                                                                                                            

What the Qur'an says about the 'Trinity' of God                                    
4: 171-172,   ''O People of the Book! commit no excesses in 

your religion: nor say of Allah aught but the truth. Christ Jesus 

the son of Mary was (no more than) a messenger of Allah, and 

His word, which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit proceeding 

from Him: so believe in Allah and His messengers. Say not 

'Trinity': desist: it will be better for you: for Allah is one God 

glory be to him: (far exalted is He) above having a son. To him 

belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough is Al-

lah as a disposer of affairs. Christ disdaineth not to serve and 

worship Allah, nor do the angels, those nearest (to Allah): those 

who disdain his worship and are arrogant, he will gather them 

all together unto Himself to (answer).'' 
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5:72-77,  ''They do blaspheme who say: 'Allah is Christ the son 

of Mary.' But said Christ: 'O Children of Israel! Worship Allah, 

my Lord and your Lord.' Whoever joins other gods with Allah - 

Allah will forbid him the garden, and the fire will be his abode. 

There will for the wrongdoers be no one to help.  They do blas-

pheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is no 

god except one God. If they desist not from their word (of blas-

phemy), verily a grievous penalty will befall the blasphemers 

among them. Why turn they not to Allah, and seek his for-

giveness? For Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful. Christ, the 

son of Mary, was no more than a messenger; many were the 

messengers that passed away before him. His mother was a 

woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) food. See how 

Allah doth make his signs clear to them; yet see in what ways 

they are deluded away from the truth! Say: 'Will ye worship be-

sides Allah, something which hath no power either to harm or 

benefit you? But Allah - He it is that heareth and knoweth all 

things.' Say: 'O People of the Book! Exceed not in your religion 

the bounds (of what is proper), trespassing beyond the truth, nor 

follow the vain desires of people who went wrong in times gone 

by - who misled'.''   

5:116-117,     ''And behold! Allah will say: 'O Jesus the son of 

Mary! Didst thou say unto men, 'Worship me and my mother as 

gods in derogation of Allah?' He will say: 'Glory to Thee! never 

could I say what I had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing, 

Thou wouldst indeed have known it. Thou knowest what is in 

my heart, though I know not what is in Thine. For Thou 

knowest in full all that is hidden.  Never said I to them aught ex-

cept what Thou didst command me to say, to wit, 'Worship 

Allah, my Lord and your Lord'; and I was a witness over them 

whilst I dwelt amongst them; when Thou didst take me up Thou 

wast the watcher over them, and Thou art a witness to all 

things'.''         

Further recommended reading is found in Surah 5:17.                                      
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More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '4. The unity and trinity 
of God' in the appendix (P. 291)   

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 2:97, 18:110, 

41:6, 43:43-44, 3:7, 4:136-140,  5:65-69, 5:15-16, 40:1-2 and 4, 

17:105-106, 35:24-26, 39:1-2, 41:52, 7:52, 15:1-2, 13:1-2, 6: 

19-20, 44:1-6, 36:3-7, 38:86-88, 43:1-5, 39:23, 69:40-46,   21:7-

10, 21:50, 22:24, 17:9, 7:203-204, 16:63-64, 18:54.    
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WHERE THE QUR'AN AND THE BIBLE DIFFER                        

Noah's experience according to the Bible:                                         

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Gen 6:5-8,  ''Yahweh saw that the wickedness of man was great 

in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 

heart was only evil continually. Yahweh was sorry that he had 

made man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart. Yahweh 

said, 'I will destroy man whom I have created from the surface 

of the ground; man, along with animals, creeping things, and 

birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.' But Noah 

found favor in Yahweh's eyes.  

''But Noah found favour in the eyes of the LORD: Noah had 

three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.  

''Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of vio-

lence."  

Gen 6:11-14,  ''The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth 

was filled with violence. God saw the earth, and saw that it was 

corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.  

"God said to Noah, 'The end of all flesh has come before me, for 

the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will de-

stroy them with the earth. Make a ship of gopher wood. You 

shall make rooms in the ship, and shall seal it inside and outside 

with pitch.'''   

Gen 6:18-19,  '''But I will establish my covenant with you. You 

shall come into the ship, you, your sons, your wife, and your 

sons' wives with you. Of every living thing of all flesh, you shall 

bring two of every sort into the ship, to keep them alive with 

you. They shall be male and female.'" 
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 Gen 7:1, ''Yahweh said to Noah, "Come with all of your house-

hold into the ship, for I have seen your righteousness before me 

in this generation.''   

Gen 7:7,  ''Noah went into the ship with his sons, his wife, and 

his sons' wives, because of the waters of the flood.''    

Gen 8:15-17, ''God spoke to Noah, saying, "Go out of the ship, 

you, and your wife, and your sons, and your sons' wives with 

you. Bring forth with you every living thing that is with you of 

all flesh, including birds, livestock, and every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth, that they may breed abundantly in the 

earth, and be fruitful, and multiply on the earth."                   

                                                                                                             

The story of Noah as it appears in the Qur'an:                                       

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                          
11:36-46,   ''It was revealed to Noah: 'none of thy people will be-

lieve except those who have believed already so grieve no 

longer over their (evil) deeds. But construct an Ark under our 

eyes and our inspiration, and address me no (further) on behalf 

of those who are in sin: for they are about to be overwhelmed 

(in the flood)'. Forthwith he (starts) constructing the Ark: every 

time that the chiefs of his people passed by him, they threw ridi-

cule on him. He said: if ye ridicule us now, we (in our turn) can 

look down on you with ridicule likewise.  But soon will ye 

know who it is on whom will descend a penalty that will cover 

them with shame, on whom will be unloosed a penalty lasting: 

At length, behold there came our command, and the fountains of 

the earth gushed forth we said: embark therein, of each kind 

two, male and female, and your family except those against 

whom the word has already gone forth, and the believers. But 

only a few believed with him.                                                                                 

''So he said: embark ye on the Ark, in the name of Allah, wheth-

er it move or be at rest for my Lord is, be sure, oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful. So the Ark floated with them on the waves 

(towering) like mountains, and Noah called out to his son, who 
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had separated himself (from the rest): 'O my son embark with 

us, and be not with the Unbelievers'.                                                                                        

''The son replied: 'I will betake myself to some mountain: it will 

save me from the water'. Noah said: 'this day nothing can save, 

from the command of Allah, any but those on whom he hath 

mercy and the waves came between them, and the son was 

among those overwhelmed in the flood.                                                                                                    

''Then the word went forth: 'O earth swallow up thy water, and 

O sky withhold (thy rain)' and the water abated, and the matter 

was ended. The Ark rested on mount Judi, and the word went 

forth: Away with those who do wrong. And Noah called upon 

his Lord, and said: 'O my Lord surely my son is of my family 

and thy promise is true, and thou art the justest of judges'. He 

said: 'O Noah he is not of thy family: for his conduct is unright-

eous. So ask not of me that of which thou hast no knowledge I 

give thee counsel, lest thou act like the ignorant'.''   

Abraham's father according to the Bible was Terah:                                                                           

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Gen 11:27,   ''Now this is the history of the generations of Terah. 

Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran 

became the father of Lot.''   

Abraham's father according to the Qur'an was Azar:                                                  

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                          
6:74,   ''Lo Abraham said to his father Azar: takest thou idols for 

gods? for see thee and thy people in manifest error.''   

Moses, according to the Bible, was adopted by                     

Pharaoh's daughter:                                                                                                          

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Ex 2:9-10,   ''Pharaoh's daughter said to her, 'Take this baby and 

nurse him for me, and I will pay you.' So the woman took the 

baby and nursed him.  
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"When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter 

and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, 'I drew 

him out of the water'.''   

 

In the Qur'an Moses was adopted by Pharaoh's wife:                                                                           

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                           
28:8-9, ''Then the people of Pharaoh picked him up (from the 

river): (it was intended) that (Moses) should be to them an ad-

versary and a cause of sorrow: for Pharaoh and Haman and (all) 

their hosts were men of sin. The wife of Pharaoh said: '(Here is) 

a joy of the eye, for me and for thee: slay him not. It may be that 

he will be of use to us, or we may adopt him as a soon. And they 

perceived not (what they were doing)!'''   

Korah, Pharao, and Haman were not contemporaries                           
29:39,   ''(Remember also) Qarun (Korah), Pharaoh, and Haman: 

there came to them Moses with clear signs, but they behaved 

with insolence on the earth; yet they could not overreach (Us).'' 

Pharaoh, Haman, and the tower (of Babel) according to 

the Qur'an:                                                                                                                                                   
28:38,   ''Pharaoh said: 'O Chiefs! No god do I know for you but 

myself: therefore, o Haman! light me a (kiln to bake bricks) out 

of clay, and build me a lofty palace, that I may mount up to the 

god of Moses: but as far as I am concerned, I think (Moses) is a 

liar!'''   

Pharaoh and Haman and the tower of Babel according 

to the Bible:                                                                                                                

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Pharaoh  and Moses lived around B.C. 1600                                                                                    

Haman lived in B.C. 510                                                                                                                                           

The Tower of Babel (referred to in this text) was built in  B.C. 

2250 
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The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                           
Yahya, John the Baptist according to the Qur'an:                                

19:7,   ''O Zakariya! we [Allah] give thee good news of a son: 

His name shall be Yahya: on none by that name have we con-

ferred distinction before.''   

John the Baptist according to the Bible:                                                                                                
[The name 'Johannan', which is rendered 'John' in the English lan-

guage, is mentioned 26 times in the Old Testament]                                                                                       

Mary and the birth of Jesus                                                              
19:27-28,   ''At length she [Mary]  brought the (babe) to her peo-

ple, carrying him (in her arms). They said: O Mary! Truly an 

amazing thing hast thou brought! O sister of Aaron! Thy father 

was not A man of evil, nor thy mother a woman unchaste!'' with  

66:12,  ''And Mary the daughter of Imran [not Amram!], who 

guarded her chastity; and We breathed into (her body) of Our 

spirit: and she testified to the truth of the words of her Lord and 

of his revelations, and was one of the devout (servants).''                                                               

According to the Bible Amram and Jochebed were the 

parents of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, not Miriam 

(Mary) the mother of Jesus                                                                                                  

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Num 26:59, ''The name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, a de-

scendant of Levi, who was born to the Levites in Egypt. To 

Amram she bore Aaron, Moses and their sister Miriam.'' (about 

B.C.1600).   

Mary, the mother of Jesus, according to the Bible:                              
Lk 1:30-32,  "The angel said to her, 'Don't be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in 

your womb, and bring forth a son, and will call his name 'Jesus.' 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High.'" 
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[The Qur'an mistakenly confused the Mary/Miriam, sister of Aaron 

and Moses (about B.C.1600),  with Mary/Miriam, the mother of Jesus  

(around B.C.04).]                                                                                                                                                             

The birth of Jesus as reported in the Bible:                                             
Mat 1:20-22,   ''An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."   

Isa 7:14,  ''Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel.'' [A prophecy by Isaiah around B.C. 750)]  

Isa 9:6,  ''For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.''   [A prophecy by Isaiah around B.C. 750]  

Jn 1:1-3,   "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the begin-

ning with God. All things were made through him. Without him 

was not anything made that has been made." 

Jn 1:14,  ''The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 

us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.''    

Jesus' birth according to the Qur'an:                                                       

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                           
5:75,   ''Christ, the son of Mary, was no more than a Messenger; 

many were the Messengers that passed away before him. His 

mother was a woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) 

food. See how Allah doth make his Signs clear to them; yet see 

in what ways they are deluded away from the truth!''   

5:17,  ''In blasphemy indeed are those that say that Allah is 

Christ the son of Mary. Say: who then hath the least power 
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against Allah, if his will were to destroy Christ the son of Mary, 

his mother, and all every one that is on the earth? For to Allah 

belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all that 

is between. He createth what he pleaseth. For Allah hath power 

over all things.''   

5:73-74,  ''They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in 

a trinity: for there is no god except One God. If they desist not 

from their word (of blasphemy), verily a grievous penalty will 

befall the blasphemers among them. Why turn they not to Allah, 

and seek his forgiveness? for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Mer-

ciful.''     

The Crucifixion according to the Bible:                                                                                      

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Jn 19:16-18,  "So then he delivered him to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus and led him away. He went out, bearing his 

cross, to the place called 'The Place of a Skull,' which is called 

in Hebrew, 'Golgotha,' where they crucified him, and with him 

two others, on either side one, and Jesus in the middle." 

Lk 23:33-34 and 44-46,  ''When they came to the place called 

the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals - 

one on his right, the other on his left.  Jesus said, 'Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing.' And they di-

vided up his clothes by casting lots...  

"It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two.  Jesus called out with a 

loud voice, 'Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.' When 

he had said this, he breathed his last.''    

Mt 27:35-37 and 50-54,  "When they had crucified him, they di-

vided his clothing among them, casting lots,
 
 and they sat and 

watched him there. They set up over his head the accusation 

against him written, 'THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE 

JEWS.'  
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"…Jesus cried again with a loud voice, and yielded up his spirit. 

Behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from the top to 

the bottom. The earth quaked and the rocks were split.  The 

tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fall-

en asleep were raised; and coming out of the tombs after his 

resurrection, they entered into the holy city and appeared to 

many. Now the centurion, and those who were with him watch-

ing Jesus, when they saw the earthquake, and the things that 

were done, feared exceedingly, saying, 'Truly this was the Son 

of God.'" 

The Crucifixion according to the Qur'an:                                                                                     

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                           
4:157-158,  ''They [the Jews] said (in boast), 'We killed Christ Je-

sus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah' - but they killed 

him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to 

them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no 

(certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a sure-

ty they killed him not-nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; 

and Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise.''    

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '39. The crucial ques-
tion: Was Jesus crucified and killed - or not?' (P.374) 
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ISLAM - THE RELIGION OF ALLAH                                              

["Islam in the Arabic language, and as used in the Qur’an, means 

submission and obedience". (www.islam1.org)]                                                             

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                          
2: 132-133,   ''And this was the legacy that Abraham left to his 

sons, and so did Jacob; 'Oh my sons! Allah hath chosen the faith 

for you; then die not except in the state of submission (to Allah). 

Were ye witnesses when death appeared before Jacob? Behold, 

he said to his sons: 'What will ye worship after me?' They said: 

'We shall worship thy God and the God of thy fathers - of Abra-

ham, Ismail, and Isaac. The one (true) God: to Him we bow (in 

Islam)'."                                                                                                                    

3:83-85,   ''Do they seek for other than the religion of Allah? 

While all creatures in the heavens and on earth have, willing or 

unwilling, bowed to His will (accepted Islam), and to Him shall 

they all be brought back. Say: we believe in Allah, and in what 

has been revealed to us and what was revealed to Abraham, Is-

mail, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes, and in (the books) given to 

Moses, Jesus, and the prophets, from their Lord: we make no 

distinction between one and another among them, and to Allah 

do we bow our will (in Islam). If anyone desires a religion other 

than Islam (submission to Allah), never will it be accepted of 

him; and in the hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who 

have lost (all spiritual good).'' 

3:18-19,   ''There is no God but He: that is the witness of Allah, 

his angels, and those endued with knowledge, standing firm on 

justice. There is no god but He, the exalted in power, the wise. 

The religion before Allah is Islam (submission to his will): nor 

did the People of the Book dissent therefrom except through en-

vy of each other, after knowledge had come to them.''   
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The mission of Islam                                                                                
[The word 'da'wah' as used in the Qur'an means Allah's invitation to 

live according to His will. In years past it was used as an invocation 

using spells, charms and amulets (Mishkatu'l Masabih, xxi, ch.10). 

Today it is used as an invitation to submit to Islam]. 

7: 67-69,  ''He said: 'O my people! I am no imbecile, but (I am) a 

messenger from the Lord and cherisher of the worlds!' I but ful-

fill towards you the duties of my Lord's mission: I am to you a 

sincere and trustworthy adviser. Do ye wonder that there hath 

come to you a message from your Lord through a man of your 

own people, to warn you? Call in remembrance that He made 

you inheritors after the people of Noah, and gave you a stature 

tall among the nations. Call in remembrance the benefits (ye 

have received) from Allah: that so ye may prosper'." 

5: 67,   ''O messenger! proclaim the (message) which hath been 

sent to thee from thy Lord. If thou didst not, thou wouldst not 

have fulfilled and proclaimed His mission. And Allah will de-

fend thee from men (who mean mischief). For Allah guideth not 

those who reject faith.'' 

7: 60-63,  ''The leaders of his people said: Ah we see thee evi-

dently wandering (in mind). He said: "O my people! No 

wandering is there in my (mind): on the contrary I am a mes-

senger from the Lord and cherisher of the worlds! I but fulfill 

towards you the duties of my Lord's mission: sincere is my ad-

vice to you, and I know from Allah something that ye know not. 

Do ye wonder that there hath come to you a message from your 

Lord, through a man of your own people, to warn you, so that ye 

may fear Allah and happily receive his mercy?'' 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 16: 36-37, 

41:14, 7: 144, 6:124.   

The aim of Islam                                                                                                                                 
8:38-39,   ''Say to the unbelievers, if (now) they desist (from un-

belief), their past would be forgiven them; but if they persist, the 

punishment of those before them is already (a matter of warning 
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for them). And fight them on until there is no more tumult or 

oppression, and religion becomes Allah's in its entirety [or: there 

prevail justice and faith in Allah altogether and everywhere]; but if 

they cease, verily Allah doth see all that they do.''   

2:193,   ''And fight them on until there is no more tumult or op-

pression, and there prevail justice and faith in Allah; but if they 

cease, let there be no hostility except to those who practice op-

pression.'' 

The jihad for Islam                                                                                                       
8: 65,  ''O prophet! Rouse the believers to the fight. If there are 

twenty amongst you, patient and persevering, they will vanquish 

two hundred: if a hundred, they will vanquish a thousand of the 

unbelievers: for these are a people without understanding.'' 

9:111,  ''Allah hath purchased of the believers their persons and 

their goods; for theirs (in return) is the garden (of paradise): they 

fight in His cause, and slay and are slain: a promise binding on 

Him in truth, through the Taurat, the Gospel, and the Qur'an: 

and who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? Then re-

joice in the bargain which ye have concluded: that is the 

achievement supreme.'' 

47:3-4,  ''Therefore, when ye meet the unbelievers (in fight). 

Smite at their necks; at length, when ye have thoroughly sub-

dued them,  bind (the captives) firmly (on them): thereafter (it is 

the time for) either generosity or ransom: until the war lays 

down its burdens. Thus (are ye commanded): but if it had been 

Allah's will, He could certainly have exacted retribution from 

them (Himself); but (He lets you fight) in order to test you, 

some with others. But those who are slain in the way of Allah, 

He will never let their deeds be lost.'' 

4: 74,  ''Let those fight in the cause of Allah who sell the life of 

this world for the hereafter. To him who fighteth in the cause of 

Allah, whether he is slain or gets victory soon shall we give him 

a reward of great (value).'' 
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9: 5,  ''But when the forbidden months [religious feast of the pagan 

Meccans] are past, then fight and slay the pagans wherever ye 

find them, and seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for 

them in every stratagem (of war); but if they repent, and estab-

lish regular prayers and practise regular charity, then open the 

way for them: for Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful.'' 

8: 40-41,  ''If they refuse, be sure that Allah is your protector the 

best to protect and the best to help. And know that out of all the 

booty that ye may acquire (in war), a fifth share is assigned to 

Allah- and to the messenger, and to near relatives, orphans, the 

needy, and the wayfarer- if ye do believe in Allah and in the 

revelation We sent down to our servant on the day of testing, the 

day of the meeting of the tow forces. For Allah hath power over 

all things.'' 

9: 86-88,  ''When a Surah comes down, enjoining them to be-

lieve in Allah and to strive and fight along with His messenger, 

those with wealth and influence among them ask thee for ex-

emption, and say: 'Leave us (behind): we would be with those 

who sit (at home).' They prefer to be with (the women), who 

remain behind (at home): their hearts are sealed and so they un-

derstand not. But the messenger, and those who believe with 

him, strive and fight with their wealth and their persons: for 

them are (all) good things: and it is they who will prosper. 

47: 20,  ''Those who believe say, why is not a Surah sent down 

(for us)? But when a Surah of basic or categorical meaning is 

revealed, and fighting is mentioned therein, thou wilt see those 

in whose hearts is a disease looking at thee with a look of one in 

swoon at the approach of death.''   

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 4: 84, 61: 4, 2: 

244-245, 2: 190-193, 2: 216-218, 48:16, 9: 28-29, 4: 95-96, 9: 

81-82, 3: 156-158, 2: 217, 9: 44-45, 33:25, 3: 167, 4: 76-77,  5: 

54-55, 9: 123. 
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Who is a true Muslim?                                                                                                        
3:110,  ''Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind. En-

joining what is right, forbidding what is wrong, and believing in 

Allah.'' 

57:19-21,  ''…those who believe in Allah and His messengers- 

they are the sincere (lovers of truth), and the witnesses (who tes-

tify), in the eyes of their Lord: they shall have their reward and 

their light. But those who reject Allah and deny Our signs - they 

are the companions of hell-fire. Know ye (all), that the life of 

this world is but play and amusement, pomp and mutual boast-

ing and multiplying, (in rivalry) among yourselves, riches and 

children...  But in the hereafter is a penalty severe (for the devo-

tees of wrong). And forgiveness from Allah and (His) good 

pleasure (for the devotees of Allah). And what is the life of this 

world, but goods and chattels of deception?  Be ye foremost (in 

seeking) forgiveness from your Lord, and a garden (of bliss), the 

width whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for 

those who believe in Allah and His messengers: that is the grace 

of Allah, which He bestows on whom He pleases: and Allah is 

the Lord of grace abounding.'' 

47:2-4,    ''But those who believe and work deeds of righteous-

ness, and believe in the (revelation) sent down to Muhammad 

for it is the truth from their Lord, He will remove from them 

their ills and improve their condition. This because those who 

reject Allah follow vanities, while those who believe follow the 

truth from their Lord: thus does Allah set forth for men their les-

sons by similitudes. Therefore, when ye meet the unbelievers (in 

fight). smite at their necks; at length, when ye have thoroughly 

subdued them, bind (the captives) firmly: thereafter (is the time 

for) either generosity or ransom: until the war lays down its bur-

dens.''   

2: 285,  ''The messenger believeth in what hath been revealed to 

him from his Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one (of them) 

believeth in Allah, His angels, His books, and His messengers. 
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"We make no distinction (they say) between one and another of 

His messengers." 

33: 35-36,  ''For Muslim men and women, for believing men and 

women, for devout men and women, for true men and women, 

for men and women who are patient and constant, for men and 

women who humble themselves, for men and women who give 

in charity, for men and women who fast (and deny themselves), 

for men and women who guard their chastity, and for men and 

women who engage much in Allah's praise, for them has Allah 

prepared forgiveness and great reward. It is not fitting for a be-

liever, men or women, when a matter has been decided by Allah 

and His messenger, to have any option about their decision: if 

anyone disobeys Allah and His messenger, he is indeed on a 

clearly wrong path.'' 

16: 97-100,  ''Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, 

and has faith, verily, to him will We give a new life, a life that is 

good and pure, and we will bestow on such their reward accord-

ing to the best of their actions. When thou dost read the Qur'an, 

seek Allah's protection from Satan the rejected one. No authori-

ty has he over those who believe and put their trust in their 

Lord. His authority is over those only, who take him as patron 

and who join partners with Allah.''   

22: 77-78,  ''O ye who believe! Bow down, prostrate yourselves, 

and adore your Lord; and do good; that ye may prosper. And 

strive in His cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity and un-

der discipline). He has chosen you, and has imposed no 

difficulties on you in religion; it is the cult of your father Abra-

ham. It is He Who has named you Muslims.'' 

4: 135,    ''O ye who believe stand out firmly for justice, as wit-

nesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, or your parents, or 

your kin, and whether it be (against) rich or poor: for Allah can 

best protect both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye 

swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do justice, verily 

Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do.'' 
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28: 52-53,  ''Those to whom We sent the book before this, they 

do believe in this (revelation); and when it is recited to them, 

they say: We believe therein, for it is the truth from our Lord: 

Indeed we have been Muslims (bowing to Allah's will) from be-

fore this.''   

3:28,   ''Let not the believers take for friends or helpers unbe-

lievers rather than believers: if any do that, in nothing will there 

be help from Allah: except by way of precaution, that ye may 

guard yourselves from them. But Allah cautions you (to remem-

ber) himself; for the final goal is to Allah.''                                                                              

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '32. The Use of the 
Words 'Islam' and 'Muslim' (P. 358) 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 24:62-63, 

49:10-15, 2: 127-132, 3: 50-53, 3:118-119, 16: 89, 2:208-209, 

2:264-267, 5:54-56, 5: 92,  22:41, 23: 1-11, 49: 15-18, 61:10-14, 

98:7-8, 5:35.       

The enemies of Islam                                                                                                         
98:6,  ''Those who reject (truth), among the People of the Book 

and among the polytheists, will be in hell fire, to dwell therein 

(for aye). They are the worst of creatures.''  

72:14-15,   ''Amongst us are some that submit their wills (to Al-

lah), and some that swerve from justice. Now those who submit 

their wills they have sought out (the path) of right conduct: But 

those who swerve, they are (but) fuel for hell fire.'' 

6: 124-126,   ''When there comes to them a sign (from Allah), 

they say: 'We shall not believe until we receive one (exactly) 

like those received by Allah's messengers.' Allah knoweth best 

where (and how) to carry out his mission. Soon will the wicked 

be overtaken by humiliation before Allah, and a severe punish-

ment, for all their plots. Those whom Allah (in his plan) willeth 

to guide, he openeth their breast to Islam; those whom he 

willeth to leave straying, he maketh their breast close and con-

stricted, as if they had to climb up to the skies: thus doth Allah 
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(heap) the penalty on those who refuse to believe. This is the 

way of the Lord, leading straight: we have detailed the sins for 

those who receive admonition.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surah 47:3-4.     

Rejecters of Islam face Allah's curse                                                                            
2:161, Those who reject faith, and die rejecting - on them is Al-

lah's curse, and the curse of angels, and of all mankind. 

33:57,  ''Those who annoy Allah and His messenger - Allah has 

cursed them in this world and in the hereafter, and has prepared 

for them a humiliating  punishment.'' 

4:47-48,  ''Ye People of the Book believe in what We have 

(now) revealed, confirming what was (already) with you, before 

we change the face and fame of some (of you) beyond all recog-

nition, and turn them hindwards, or curse them as we cursed the 

Sabbath breakers, for the decision of Allah must be carried out. 

Allah forgiveth not that partners should be set up with him; but 

he forgiveth anything else, to whom he pleaseth; to set up part-

ners with Allah is to devise a sin most heinous indeed.''                                                                                           

4:51-52,  ''Hast thou not turned thy vision to those who were 

given a portion of the book? they believe in sorcery and evil, 

and say to the unbelievers that they are better guided in the 

(right) way than the believers!  They are (men) whom Allah had 

cursed: and those whom Allah hath cursed, thou wilt find, have 

no one to help.'' 

9:30,   ''The Jews call Uzair [Ezra?] a son of Allah, and the 

Christians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from 

their mouth; (in this) they but imitate what the unbelievers of 

old used to say. Allah's curse be on them: how they are deluded 

away from the truth.'' 

33:66,  ''The day that their faces will be turned upside down in 

the fire, they will say: 'Woe to us! Would that we had obeyed 

Allah and obeyed the messenger!' And they would say: 'Our 
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Lord! We obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled 

us as to the (right) path.' Our Lord! Give them double penalty 

and curse them with a very great curse!" 

63:3-4,  ''They (hypocrites] believed, then they rejected faith: so 

a seal was set on their hearts: therefore they understand not. 

When thou lookest at them, their exteriors please thee; and when 

they speak, thou listenest to their words. They are as (worthless 

as hollow) pieces of timber propped up, (unable to stand on their 

own). They think that every cry is against them. They are the 

enemies; so beware of them. The curse of Allah be on them! 

How are they deluded (away from the truth)!'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 40:52, 57:14-

15, 48:6, 33: 64-65, 48: 6, 13:25, 3:1-4, 47:19-25, 11:18, 4:51-

52, 2:159, 24:6-7, 5:59-60, 3: 86,  4:46, 5:13,  33:60, 33: 64-66,  

63:3-4, 9:68, 11:18, 13:25, 2:88-89, 4:116-119, 5:78, 13:25, 3: 

86, 4:51-52, 2:159-161,  2:88-89, 4:46, 5:59-60, 9:68, 33:60, 

5:78, 9:30, 24:6-7, 40:4-6, 47:8.          
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THE LAST JUDGMENT                                                                           

When time comes to an end                                                        
[At about B.C.600 The prophet Daniel had a vision pertaining to the 

time of the end]:                                                                                              

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Dan 7:13-14,   ''In my vision at night I looked, and there before 

me was one like a son of man [Jesus], coming with the clouds of 

heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days [God] and was led 

into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign 

power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped 

him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 

away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.''  

[As little as the Bible explains heaven because of our limitations to 

grasp the reality of it, so we also have little description of hell. The Bi-

ble speaks of darkness, for there is no light, and of torment]: 

Rev 20:10-15, ''The devil who deceived them was thrown into 

the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet 

are also. They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

I saw a great white throne, and him who sat on it, from whose 

face the earth and the heaven fled away. There was found no 

place for them. I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 

before the throne, and they opened books. Another book was 

opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged out of 

the things which were written in the books, according to their 

works. The sea gave up the dead who were in it. Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them. They were judged, 

each one according to his works. Death and Hades were thrown 

into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. If 

anyone was not found written in the book of life, he was cast in-

to the lake of fire.  

"The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire 

and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are also. They 

will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  
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"I saw a great white throne, and him who sat on it, from whose 

face the earth and the heaven fled away. There was found no 

place for them. I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 

before the throne, and they opened books. Another book was 

opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged out of 

the things which were written in the books, according to their 

works. The sea gave up the dead who were in it. Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them. They were judged, 

each one according to his works. Death and Hades were thrown 

into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. If 

anyone was not found written in the book of life, he was cast in-

to the lake of fire.''  

 

[To save us from that unimaginable terror, Jesus came to take our 

punishment on himself, as the prophet had prophesied already in 

B.C.750]: 

Jes 53:5-6 and 11-12,  '' ... he was pierced for our transgressions.  

He was crushed for our iniquities.  

The punishment that brought our peace was on him;  

and by his wounds we are healed.  

All we like sheep have gone astray.  

Everyone has turned to his own way;  

and Yahweh has laid on him the iniquity of us all. ... 

... After the suffering of his soul,  

he will see the light and be satisfied.  

My righteous servant will justify many by the knowledge of 

himself; and he will bear their iniquities.  

Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great,  

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;  

because he poured out his soul to death,  

and was numbered with the transgressors;  

yet he bore the sin of many,  

and made intercession for the transgressors.''   

 

One day we will die…                                                                                              

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                          
5:61,   ''At length, when death approaches one of you, our angels 
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take his soul, and they never fail in their duty.'' [Munkar and 

Nakir, the questioning angels according to at-Tirmidhi, 130] 

8:50-51,  ''If thou couldst see, when the angels take the souls of 

the unbelievers (at death), (how) they smite their faces and their 

backs, (saying): taste the penalty of the blazing fire because of 

(the deeds) which your (own) hands sent forth: for Allah is nev-

er unjust to his servants.'' 

3:158,  ''It is Allah that gives life and death, and Allah sees well 

all that ye do. And if ye are slain, or die in the way of Allah, 

forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far better than all they 

could amass. And if ye die, or are slain, lo it is unto Allah that 

ye are brought together.'' 

4:97-99,   ''When angels take the souls of those who die in sin 

against their souls, they say: In what (plight) were ye? They re-

ply: weak and oppressed were we in the earth. They say: was 

not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you to move your-

selves away (from evil)? Such men will find their abode in hell, 

what an evil refuge except those who are (really) weak and op-

pressed men, women, and children who have no means in their 

power nor (a guide post) to direct their way. For these, there is 

hope that Allah will forgive: for Allah doth blot out (sins) and 

forgive again and again.'' 

32:11-14,  ''Say: The angel of death, put in charge of you, will 

(duly) take your souls: then shall ye be brought back to your 

Lord. If only thou couldst see when the guilty ones will bend 

low their heads before their Lord (saying:) Our Lord We have 

seen and we have heard: now then send us back (to the world): 

we will work righteousness: for we do indeed (now) believe. If 

We had so willed we could certainly have brought every soul its 

true guidance: but the world from Me will come true, I will fill 

hell with Jinns and men all together. Taste ye then for ye forget 

the meeting of this day of yours, and We too will forget you 

taste ye the penalty of eternity for your (evil) deeds.'' 



246  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

62:6,   ''Never will they [Jews] express their desire (for death), 

because of the (deeds) their hands have sent on before them! 

And Allah knows well those that do wrong! Say: The death 

from which ye flee will truly overtake you: then will ye be sent 

back to the knower of things secret and open: and He will tell 

you (the truth of) the things that ye did!'' 

75:1-15,  ''I do call to witness the Resurrection Day;  and I do 

swear by the self-reproaching soul. Does man think that We 

cannot assemble his bones? Nay, We are able to put together in 

perfect order the very tips of his fingers. But man wishes to do 

wrong (even) in the time in front of him. He questions: When is 

the Day of Resurrection? At length, when the sight is dazed, and 

the moon is buried in darkness. And the sun and moon are 

joined together, that day will man say: Where is the refuge? By 

no means! No place of safety! Before thy Lord (alone), that Day 

will be the place of rest. That day will man be told (all) that he 

put forward, and all that he put back. Nay, man will be evidence 

against himself, even though he were to put up his excuses.'' 

17:71-74,  ''One day we shall call together all human beings 

with their (respective) Imams: those who are given their record 

in their right hand will read it (with pleasure), and they will not 

be dealt with unjustly in the least. But those who were blind in 

this world, will be blind in the Hereafter, and most astray from 

the path. And their purpose was to tempt thee away from that 

which we had revealed unto thee, to substitute in our name 

something quite different: (in that case), behold they would cer-

tainly have made thee (their) friend and had we not given thee 

strength, thou wouldst nearly have inclined to them a little.''  
 

21:97-104, ''Then will the true promise draw nigh (of fulfil-

ment): then behold! the eyes of the unbelievers will fixedly stare 

in horror: 'Ah! woe to us! We were indeed heedless of this; nay; 

we truly did wrong!' Verily ye, (unbelievers), and the (false) 

gods that ye worship besides Allah, are (but) fuel for hell! To it 

will ye (surely) come! If these had been gods, they would not 

have got there but each one will abide therein. There, sobbing 
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will be their lot, nor will they there hear (aught else). Those for 

whom the good (record) from us has gone before, will be re-

moved far therefrom. Not the slightest sound will they hear of 

hell: what their souls desired, in that will they dwell The great 

terror will bring them no grief: but the angels will meet them 

(with mutual greetings): this is your day, (the day) that ye were 

promised. The day that we roll up the heavens like a scroll 

rolled up for books (completed).''  

                                                                                                                             

78:31-38,   ''Verily for the righteous there will be a fulfillment 

of (the heart's) desires; gardens enclosed, and grapevines; com-

panions of equal age; and a cup full (to the brim). No vanity 

shall they hear therein, nor untruth; recompense from thy Lord, 

a gift, (amply) sufficient, (from) the Lord of the heavens and the 

earth, and all between, (Allah) most gracious: none shall have 

power to argue with Him. The day that the spirit and the angels 

will stand forth in ranks, none shall speak except any who is 

permitted by (Allah) most gracious, and he will say what is 

right.''   

19:93-98,  ''Not one of the beings in the heavens and the earth 

but must come to (Allah) most gracious as a servant. He does 

take an account of them (all), and hath numbered them (all) ex-

actly. And everyone of them will come to him singly on the Day 

of Judgment. On those who believe and work deeds of right-

eousness, will (Allah) most gracious bestow love. So have we 

made the (Qur'an) easy in thine own tongue, that with it thou 

mayest give glad tidings to the righteous, and warnings to peo-

ple given to contention. But how many (countless) generations 

before them have we destroyed? Canst thou find a single one of 

them (now) or hear (so much as) a whisper of them?'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 67: 14-16, 

80:34-42, 71: 17-18, 89:15-23, 2: 212,  25: 1-3,   31: 28, 50: 41-

43, 50: 9-11, 56:80-85, 21: 34-35.                                                                                                               

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '43. The Punishment of 
the Grave' (P. 380) 
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One day we will die 

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                     
Rom 8:35-39,  ''Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Could oppression, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or na-

kedness, or peril, or sword? Even as it is written, "For your sake 

we are killed all day long. We were accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter."
 
No, in all these things, we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any 

other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.''  

 

Phil 1:21-23,  ''For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour 

for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!  

I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, 

which is better by far…''   

 

Beyond the grave                                                                                 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix  '40. The Timeline of 
God's history on earth'  (P.377) 

2 Cor 5:1, 6-9,  ''For we know that if the earthly house of our 

tent is dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not 

made with hands, eternal, in the heavens… 

Therefore, we are always confident and know that while we are 

at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord; for we walk 

by faith, not by sight. We are of good courage, I say, and are 

willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be at home 

with the Lord. Therefore also we make it our aim, whether at 

home or absent, to be well pleasing to him..''  
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1 Cor 15:50-58,  ''Now I say this, brothers, that flesh and blood 

can't inherit the Kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit 

incorruption.  

"Behold, I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will 

all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 

raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. For this corrupti-

ble must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. But when this corruptible will have put on incor-

ruption, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then what 

is written will happen:  

'Death is swallowed up in victory.'
 
  

'Death, where is your sting?'  

'Hades, where is your victory?'
 
  

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Je-

sus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the Lord's work, because you 

know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.''  

Jesus will return to this earth                                                               
2 Pet 3:9-12,   "…the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 

night; in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, 

and the elements will be dissolved with fervent heat, and the 

earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore 

since all these things will be destroyed like this, what kind of 

people ought you to be in holy living and godliness, looking for 

and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, which will 

cause the burning heavens to be dissolved, and the elements will 

melt with fervent heat?'' 

Jn14:1-3,   [A day before his crucifixion and death Jesus confided to 

his disciples]: "'Don't let your heart be troubled. Believe in God. 

Believe also in me. In my Father's house are many homes. If it 
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weren't so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place 

for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

and will receive you to myself; that where I am, you may be 

there also.'" 

Mt 24:37-39,  [Jesus warned]: "'As the days of Noah were, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 

which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, mar-

rying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 

into the ship, and they didn't know until the flood came, and 

took them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.'" 

Lk 21:25-28,   "'There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars; 

and on the earth anxiety of nations, in perplexity for the roaring 

of the sea and the waves; men fainting for fear, and for expecta-

tion of the things which are coming on the world: for the powers 

of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when 

these things begin to happen, look up, and lift up your heads, 

because your redemption is near.'" 

Mt 24:21-27, "'…then there will be great oppression, such as has 

not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever 

will be. Unless those days had been shortened, no flesh would 

have been saved. But for the sake of the chosen ones, those days 

will be shortened.' Then if any man tells you, 'Behold, here is 

the Christ,' or, 'There,' don't believe it. For there will arise false 

Christs [messiahs], and false prophets, and they will show great 

signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 

chosen ones. Behold, I have told you beforehand. If therefore 

they tell you, 'Behold, he is in the wilderness,' don't go out; 'Be-

hold, he is in the inner chambers,' don't believe it. For as the 

lightning flashes from the east, and is seen even to the west, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man [Jesus].'" 

Mt 13:41-43, "'The Son of Man will send out his angels, and 

they will gather out of his Kingdom all things that cause stum-

bling, and those who do iniquity, and will cast them into the 
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furnace of fire. There will be weeping and the gnashing of teeth. 

Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the Kingdom 

of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.'"                             

[We remember: righteous we can only be when we have received par-

don from Jesus.] 

Mt 24:27-31,  " …as the lightning flashes from the east, and is 

seen even to the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

For wherever the carcass is, there is where the vultures gather 

together. But immediately after the oppression of those days, the 

sun will be darkened, the moon will not give its light, the stars 

will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken;
 
and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the 

sky. Then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 

the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and 

great glory. He will send out his angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they will gather together his chosen ones from the 

four winds, from one end of the sky to the other."  

Rev 22:12-13, "Behold, I come quickly. My reward is with me, 

to repay to each man according to his work. I am the Alpha and 

the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.''                                           

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '44. What the Hadith 
says about the return of Jesus' (P. 382) 

Further recommended reading is found in 2 Pet 3:10-15. 

Judgment is to come                                                                                                          
2 Pet 2:2-9,   ''Many will follow their immoral ways, and as a re-

sult, the way of the truth will be maligned. In covetousness they 

will exploit you with deceptive words: whose sentence now 

from of old doesn't linger, and their destruction will not slum-

ber. For if God didn't spare angels when they sinned, but cast 

them down to Tartarus, and committed them to pits of darkness, 

to be reserved for judgment; and didn't spare the ancient world, 

but preserved Noah with seven others, a preacher of righteous-

ness, when he brought a flood on the world of the ungodly; and 

turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, con-
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demned them to destruction, having made them an example to 

those who would live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who 

was very distressed by the lustful life of the wicked (for that 

righteous man dwelling among them, was tormented in his 

righteous soul from day to day with seeing and hearing lawless 

deeds): the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of tempta-

tion and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day 

of judgment.'' 

Psa 96:12-13,  ''Let the field and all that is in it exult!  

Then all the trees of the woods shall sing for joy before Yah-

weh; for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth.  

He will judge the world with righteousness, the peoples with his 

truth.'' 

                                                                                                                                  

2 Thess 1:6-10,  ''God is just: He will pay back trouble to those 

who trouble you [believers] and give relief to you who are trou-

bled... This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.                                          

''He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with ever-

lasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord 

and from the glory of his might on the day he comes to be glori-

fied in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those 

who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our 

testimony to you.''  

2 Pet 3:10-14,  ''…the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 

night; in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, 

and the elements will be dissolved with fervent heat, and the 

earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore 

since all these things will be destroyed like this, what kind of 

people ought you to be in holy living and godliness, looking for 

and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, which will 

cause the burning heavens to be dissolved, and the elements will 

melt with fervent heat? But, according to his promise, we look 

for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  
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"Therefore, beloved, seeing that you look for these things, be 

diligent to be found in peace, without blemish and blameless in 

his sight.''  

 

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '42. Heaven, hell and 
we' (P .379) and '6. Law, Justice, Punishment and Grace'  (P. 296) 

The Judgment Day                                                                                             
Heb 4:13,   ''The word of God… judges the thoughts and atti-

tudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's 

sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of 

him to whom we must give account.''  

Rev 1:17,  ''When I [the Apostle John] saw him [Jesus in a vision], 

I fell at his feet like a dead man.  

"He laid his right hand on me, saying, 'Don't be afraid. I am the 

first and the last, and the Living one. I was dead, and behold, I 

am alive forevermore. Amen. I have the keys of Death and of 

Hades [abode for the dead before the resurrection]. 'Write, there-

fore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place 

later.''' 

Rev 1:8, "'I am the Alpha and the Omega' [the first and last letter 

of the Greek alphabet],'  says the Lord God, 'who is, and who was, 

and who is to come, the Almighty.'"  

Rev 19:11-21,   [This vision dense with symbolic meaning was given 

to the Apostle John]: '''I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a 

white horse, and he who sat on it is called Faithful and True. In 

righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are a flame of 

fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has names written 

and a name written which no one knows but he himself. He is 

clothed in a garment sprinkled with blood. His name is called 

'The Word of God.' The armies which are in heaven followed 

him on white horses, clothed in white, pure, fine linen. Out of 

his mouth proceeds a sharp, double-edged sword, that with it he 

should strike the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod.  He 

treads the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the 
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Almighty. He has on his garment and on his thigh a name writ-

ten, 'KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.'  

"I saw an angel standing in the sun. He cried with a loud voice, 

saying to all the birds that fly in the sky, 'Come! Be gathered to-

gether to the great supper of God, that you may eat the flesh of 

kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, and the 

flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all 

men, both free and slave, and small and great.' I saw the beast, 

and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 

make war against him who sat on the horse, and against his ar-

my. The beast was taken, and with him the false prophet who 

worked the signs in his sight, with which he deceived those who 

had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 

image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that 

burns with sulfur. The rest were killed with the sword of him 

who sat on the horse, the sword which came forth out of his 

mouth. All the birds were filled with their flesh.''  

Isa 51:6,  ''Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth be-

neath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear 

out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my sal-

vation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.'' 

Rev 20:1-14,  "'I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, hav-

ing the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. He seized 

the dragon, the old serpent, which is the devil and Satan, who 

deceives the whole inhabited earth, and bound him for a thou-

sand years, and cast him into the abyss, and shut it, and sealed it 

over him, that he should deceive the nations no more, until the 

thousand years were finished. After this, he must be freed for a 

short time. I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment 

was given to them. I saw the souls of those who had been be-

headed for the testimony of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 

such as didn't worship the beast nor his image, and didn't receive 

the mark on their forehead and on their hand. They lived, and 

reigned with Christ for the thousand years. The rest of the dead 

didn't live until the thousand years were finished. This is the 

first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
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resurrection. Over these, the second death has no power, but 

they will be priests of God and of Christ, and will reign with 

him one thousand years.'  

"And after the thousand years, Satan will be released from his 

prison, and he will come out to deceive the nations which are in 

the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 

together to the war; the number of whom is as the sand of the 

sea. They went up over the breadth of the earth, and surrounded 

the camp of the saints, and the beloved city. Fire came down out 

of heaven from God, and devoured them. The devil who de-

ceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where 

the beast and the false prophet are also. They will be tormented 

day and night forever and ever.  

"I saw a great white throne, and him who sat on it, from whose 

face the earth and the heaven fled away. There was found no 

place for them. I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 

before the throne, and they opened books. Another book was 

opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged out of 

the things which were written in the books, according to their 

works. The sea gave up the dead who were in it. Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them. They were judged, 

each one according to his works. Death and Hades were thrown 

into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.'' 

                                                                                                                

Rev 21:1-8,   '''I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 

heaven and the first earth have passed away, and the sea is no 

more. I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, made ready like a bride adorned for her hus-

band. I heard a loud voice out of heaven saying, 'Behold, God's 

dwelling is with people, and he will dwell with them, and they 

will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God. He will wipe away from them every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; neither will there be mourning, nor cry-

ing, nor pain, any more. The first things have passed away.'  

"He who sits on the throne said, 'Behold, I am making all things 

new.' He said, 'Write, for these words of God are faithful and 

true.' He said to me, 'It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
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the Beginning and the End. I will give freely to him who is 

thirsty from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes, I 

will give him these things. I will be his God, and he will be my 

son. But for the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners, abominable, 

murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, 

their part is in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is 

the second death.'"  

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                          
The Book of Deeds                                                                                                                
54: 52-55,    ''All that they do is noted in (their) books (of 

deeds): Every matter, small and great, is on record. As to the 

righteous, they will be in the midst of gardens and rivers, In an 

assembly of truth, in the presence of a Sovereign Omnipotent.'' 

17:13-14,   ''Every man's fate we have fastened on his own neck: 

on the Day of Judgment we shall bring out for him a scroll, 

which he will see spread open. (It will be said to him:) read 

thine (own) record: sufficient is thy soul this day to make out an 

account against thee.'' 

18:48-49,  ''And they will be marshaled before thy Lord in 

ranks, (with the announcement), now have ye come to us (bare) 

as we created you first: aye, ye thought we shall not fulfill the 

appointment made to you to meet (us): And the book (of deeds) 

will be placed (before you); and thou wilt see the sinful in great 

terror because of what is (recorded) therein; they will say, ah 

woe to us what a book is this it leaves out nothing small or 

great, but takes account thereof they will find all that they did, 

placed before them: and not one will thy Lord treat with injus-

tice.'' 

69:18-20,  ''That day shall ye be brought to judgment: not an act 

of yours that ye hide will be hidden. Then he that will be given 

his record in his right hand will say: Ah here! Read ye my rec-

ord! I did really understand that my account would (one day) 

reach me!'' 
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Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 27:11,  19:76.    

The 'Mizan' is the great balance to determine guilt on 

Judgment Day                                                                                                                
21:47,    ''We shall set up scales of justice for the day of judg-

ment, so that not a soul will be dealt with unjustly in the least. 

And if there be (no more than) the weight of a mustard seed, we 

will bring it (to account): and enough are we to take account.'' 

101:6-11,   ''Then he whose balance (of good deeds) will be 

(found) heavy, will be in a life of good pleasure and satisfaction. 

But he whose balance (of good deeds) will be (found) light, will 

have his home in a (bottomless) pit. And what will explain to 

thee what this is? (It is) a fire blazing fiercely!'' 

42:17, ''It is Allah Who has sent down the book in truth, and the 

balance (by which to weigh conduct). And what will make thee 

realize that perhaps the hour is close at hand? Only those wish 

to hasten it who believe not in it: those who believe hold it in 

awe.''    

7:8-9,  ''Then shall we question those to whom Our message was 

sent and those by whom We sent it. And verily we shall recount 

their whole story with knowledge, for We were never absent (at 

any time or place). The balance that day will be true (to a nice-

ty): those whose scale (of good) will be heavy, will prosper: 

Those whose scale will be light, will be light, will find their 

souls In perdition for that they wrongfully treated Our signs.'' 

18:105-106, ''They are those who deny the signs of their Lord 

and the fact of their having to meet him (in the hereafter): vain 

will be their works, nor shall we, on the day of judgment, give 

them any weight (see Surah 18:105). That is their reward, hell; be-

cause they rejected faith, and took My signs and My messengers 

by way of jest.''                                                                                                            

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '41. Can good deeds 
compensate for sin?  (P. 378)                                                     
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Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 57:25, 

55:26, 11:3, 5:9, 8:46, 29:7, 27:11,   2:274+278, 4:173, 3:194-

195, 4:122-124, 33: 7, 2:261-262.    

Punishment                                                                                          
22: 18,  ''Seest thou not that to Allah bow down in worship all 

things that are in the heavens and on earth, the sun, the moon, 

the stars; the hills, the trees, the animals; and a great number 

among mankind? But a great number are (also) such as are fit 

for punishment: and such as Allah shall disgrace, none can raise 

to honor: for Allah carries out all that He wills.'' 

4: 14,   ''Those who disobey Allah and His messenger and trans-

gress His limits will be admitted to a fire, to abide therein: and 

they shall have a humiliating punishment.'' 

2: 90, '' Miserable is the price for which they have sold their 

souls, in that they deny (the revelation) which Allah has sent 

down, in insolent envy that Allah of His grace should send it to 

any of his servants He pleases: thus have they drawn on them-

selves wrath upon wrath. And humiliating is the punishment of 

those who reject faith.'' 

2: 165, ''Yet there are men who take (for worship) others besides 

Allah, as equal (with Allah): they love them as they should love 

Allah. But those of faith are overflowing in their love for Allah. 

If only the unrighteous could see, behold, they would see the 

punishment: that to Allah belongs all power, and Allah will 

strongly enforce the punishment.'' 

43: 74-77,  ''The sinners will be in the punishment of hell, to 

dwell therein (for aye): Nowise will the (punishment) be light-

ened for them, and in despair will they be there overwhelmed. 

Nowise shall We be unjust to them: but it is they who have been 

unjust themselves. They will cry: 'O Malik! [the angel keeper of 

hell] would that thy Lord put an end to us!' He will say, 'Nay, 

but ye shall abide!''' 
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24: 1-2,   ''A Surah which We have sent down and which We 

have ordained: in it have We sent down clear signs, in order that 

ye may receive admonition. The woman and the man guilty of 

adultery or fornication, flog each of them with a hundred stripes: 

let not compassion move you in their case, in a matter pre-

scribed by Allah, if ye believe in Allah and the Last Day: and let 

a party of the believers witness their punishment.'' 

33: 57,  ''Those who annoy Allah and His messenger - Allah has 

cursed them in this world and in the hereafter, and has prepared 

for them a humiliating punishment.'' 

9: 38-39,  ''O ye who believe what is the matter with you, that 

when ye are asked to go forth in the cause of Allah, ye cling 

heavily to the earth? Do ye refer the life of this world to the 

hereafter? But little is the comfort of this life, as compared with 

the Hereafter. Unless ye go forth, he will punish you with a 

grievous penalty, and put others in your place; but him ye would 

not harm in the least. For Allah hath power over all things.'' 

8: 50-51,  ''If thou couldst see, when the angels take the souls of 

the unbelievers (at death), (how) they smite their faces and their 

backs, (saying): taste the penalty of the blazing fire because of 

(the deeds) which your (own) hands sent forth: for Allah is nev-

er unjust to his servants.''                                   

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 3: 56, 5:87-88, 

90-91, 61:2-3, 76:23-31, 2: 284, 10:52, 17: 54, 3: 129, 29: 21,   

4: 84, 18: 1-2, 96: 8-18, 2: 104, 3: 10-11, 3: 176-177, 4: 36-37, 

13: 11, 4: 173, 5: 40-41, 5: 115, 88: 23-24, 2: 96, 4: 18, 5: 49, 

5:98, 6: 49,  7: 156, 7: 182, 8:25, 9:106, 23: 74-77, 30: 16, 39: 

24-26, 39:39-40, 39: 71, 40: 1-3, 40:22, 43: 37-39.        

The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
[Punishment is the just reward for man's unwillingness to turn 

from sin, to repent, meaning to turn away from sin and to turn to 

God , and seek forgiveness from God.  'A pardon refused is par-
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don forfeited'. The prophet Isaiah foresaw the offer of Jesus to 

all mankind]: 
Isa 53:3-6,  "He was despised, and rejected by men;  

a man of suffering, and acquainted with disease…  

and we didn't respect him.  

Surely he has borne our sickness, and carried our suffering;  

yet we considered him plagued, struck by God, and afflicted.  

But he was pierced for our transgressions.  

He was crushed for our iniquities. The punishment that brought 

our peace was on him; and by his wounds we are healed.  

All we like sheep have gone astray. Everyone has turned to his 

own way; and Yahweh has laid on him the iniquity of us all."  
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WHAT IS  HEAVEN LIKE?                                                            

The The The The Bible:Bible:Bible:Bible:                                                                    
[The word heaven is found 530 times in the whole Bible, of this 234 

times in the New Testament, of which Jesus used it 124 times. There is 

hardly a description of it given, except that heaven is where God 

'lives'.  Whatever is recorded speaks in symbols, for the human mind is 

incapable of perceiving the glory of God. We can read of the end of 

this present world for judgment]: 

Rev 21:1-8,  '''Then I [John] saw a new heaven and a new earth: 

for the first heaven and the first earth have passed away, and the 

sea is no more. I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, made ready like a bride adorned 

for her husband. I heard a loud voice out of heaven saying, 

'Behold, God's dwelling is with people, and he will dwell with 

them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 

them as their God. He will wipe away from them every tear 

from their eyes. Death will be no more; neither will there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more. The first things have 

passed away.'  

 

"He who sits on the throne said, 'Behold, I am making all things 

new.' He said, 'Write, for these words of God are faithful and 

true.' He said to me, 'It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the Beginning and the End. I will give freely to him who is 

thirsty from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes, I 

will give him these things. I will be his God, and he will be my 

son. But for the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners, abominable, 

murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, 

their part is in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is 

the second death.'"                                                                                                                         

 

Lk 6:22-23,  [Jesus taught the people]: "'Blessed are you when 

men shall hate you, and when they shall exclude and mock you, 

and throw out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake.  
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"Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is 

great in heaven, for their fathers did the same thing to the 

prophets.'"  
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WHAT IS PARADISE LIKE?                                                       

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                          
52:17-25,  ''As to the righteous, they will be in gardens, and in 

happiness, enjoying the (bliss) which their Lord hath bestowed 

on them, and their Lord shall deliver them from the penalty of 

the fire. (To them will be said:) Eat and drink ye, with profit and 

health, because of your (good) deeds. They will recline (with 

ease) on couches (of dignity) arranged in ranks; and We shall 

join them to companions, with beautiful big and lustrous eyes. 

And those who believe and whose families follow them in faith, 

to them shall We join their families: nor shall We deprive them 

(of the fruit) of aught of their works: (yet) is each individual in 

pledge for his deeds. And We shall bestow on them, of fruit and 

meat, anything they shall desire. They shall there exchange, one 

with another, a (loving) cup free of frivolity, free of all taint of 

ill. Round about them will serve, (devoted) to them, youths 

(handsome) as pearls well guarded. They will advance to each 

other, engaging in mutual enquiry.'' 

56:7-26,    ''And ye shall be sorted out into three classes. Then 

(there will be) the companions of the right hand; what will be 

the companions of the right hand? And the companions of the 

left hand, what will be the companions of the left hand? And 

those foremost (in faith) will be foremost (in the hereafter). The-

se will be those nearest to Allah: In gardens of bliss: A number 

of people from those of old, and a few from those of later times. 

(They will be) on couches encrusted (with gold and precious 

stones), reclining on them, facing each other. Round about them 

will (serve) youths of perpetual (freshness), with goblets, (shin-

ing) beakers, and cups (filled) out of clear flowing fountains: No 

after ache will they receive therefrom, nor will they suffer intox-

ication: And with fruits, any that they may select; and the flesh 

of fowls, any that they may desire. And (there will be) compan-

ions with beautiful, big, and lustrous eyes, like unto pearls well 

guarded. A reward for the deeds of their past (life). No frivolity 

will they hear therein, nor any taint of ill, only the saying, 

Peace! Peace.'' 
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56:27-42,  ''The companions of the right hand, what will be the 

companions of the right hand? (They will be) among Lote trees 

without thorns, among Talh trees with flowers (or fruits) piled 

one above another, in shade long extended, by water flowing 

constantly, and fruit in abundance. Whose season is not limited, 

nor (supply) forbidden, and on couches (of dignity), raised high. 

We have created (their companions) of special creation. And 

made them virgin pure (and undefiled), beloved (by nature), 

equal in age, for the companions of the right hand. A (goodly) 

number from those of old, and a (goodly) number from those of 

later times. The companions of the left hand, what will be the 

companions of the left hand? (They will be) in the midst of a 

fierce blast of fire and in boiling water.'' 

76:19-22,   ''We only fear a day of distressful wrath from the 

side of our Lord. But Allah will deliver them from the evil of 

that day, and will shed over them a light of beauty and a (bliss-

ful) Joy. And because they were patient and constant, He will 

reward them with a garden and (garments of) silk. Reclining in 

the (garden) on raised couches, they will see there neither the 

sun's (excessive heat) nor (the moon's) excessive cold. And the 

shades of the (garden) will come low over them, and the bunch-

es (of fruit), there, will hang low in humility. And amongst them 

will be passed round vessels of silver and goblets of crystal, 

crystal clear, made of silver: they will determine the measure 

thereof (according to their wishes). And they will be given to 

drink there of a cup (of wine) mixed with Zanjabil, a fountain 

there, called Salsabil. And round about them will (serve) youths 

of perpetual (freshness): If thou seest them, thou wouldst think 

them scattered pearls. And when thou lookest, it is there thou 

wilt see a bliss and a realm magnificent. Upon them will be 

green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade, and they will be 

adorned with bracelets of silver; and their Lord will give to them 

to drink of a wine pure and holy. Verily this is a reward for you, 

and your Endeavour is accepted and recognized.'' 

5: 119,   ''Allah will say: 'This is a day on which the truthful will 

profit from their truth: theirs are gardens, with rivers flowing 
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beneath- their eternal home: Allah well-pleased with them, and 

they with Allah: that is the great salvation, (the fulfillment of all 

desires)'.'' 

9:111-112,   ''Allah hath purchased of the believers their persons 

and their goods; for theirs (in return) is the garden (of Paradise): 

they fight in His cause, and slay and are slain: a promise binding 

on Him in truth, through the Taurat, the Gospel, and the Qur'an: 

and who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? Then re-

joice in the bargain which ye have concluded: that is the 

achievement supreme. Those that turn (to Allah) in repentance; 

that serve him, and praise him; that wander in devotion to the 

cause of Allah; that bow down and prostrate themselves in pray-

er; that enjoin good and forbid evil; and observe the limits set by 

Allah- (these do rejoice). So proclaim the glad tidings to the be-

lievers.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surahs 55:46-78, 

43:68-73, 44:51-55, 15:45-49, 18:30-31, 37:39-48, 78:31-36, 

83:18-28, 88:8-21, 92:18-21, 92:18-21, 3: 14-15, 44:49-53,   

88:10-20, 37:40-48, 38:49-53, 3: 194-195, 5: 65-66, 2:111-112, 

23:1-11, 3:135-136 43:68-73, 78:31-36, 83:22-28, 57:21, 89:27-

30, 19: 61-63, 18: 105-108, 4: 57.   

Paradise is for the righteous and the obedient                                                                  
29:58,  ''But those who believe and work deeds of righteousness 

- to them shall We give a home in heaven - lofty mansions be-

neath which flow rivers - to dwell therein for aye; an excellent 

reward for those who do (good)!'' 

77:41-44,   ''As to the righteous, they shall be amidst (cool) 

shades and springs (of water). And (they shall have) fruits, all 

they desire. Eat ye and drink ye to your heart's content: for that 

ye worked (righteousness). Thus do We certainly reward the do-

ers of good.'' 

5:9,  ''To those who believe and do deeds of righteousness hath 

Allah promised forgiveness and a great reward.'' 
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3:132,  ''...obey Allah and the  messenger; that ye may obtain 

mercy.'' 

...for both sexes                                                                                                           
4:124,   ''If any do deeds of righteousness, be they male or               

female and have faith, they will enter heaven, and not the least 

injustice will be done to them.''                                                                    

                                                                                                                                            

13:23,   ''Gardens of perpetual bliss: they shall enter there, as 

well as the righteous among their fathers, their spouses, and 

their offspring: and angels shall enter unto them from every gate 

(with the salutation).'' 

43:69-70,   ''(Being) those who have believed in Our signs and 

bowed (their wills to Ours) in Islam. Enter ye the garden, ye and 

your wives, in (beauty and) rejoicing.'' 

...for those who repent                                                                                                      
42:25-26,  ''He is the one that accepts repentance from His serv-

ants and forgives sins and He knows all that ye do. And He 

listens to those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, and 

gives them increase of His bounty: but for the unbelievers there 

is a terrible penalty.'' 

25:71,   ''And whoever repents and does good has truly turned to 

Allah with an (acceptable) conversion.'' 

...for those who believe                                                                                                     
2:62,  ''Those who believe (in the Qur'an), and those who follow 

the Jewish (scriptures), and the Christians and the Sabians, any 

who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work righteousness, 

shall have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, 

nor shall they grieve.'' 

22:17,   ''Those who believe (in the Qur'an), those who follow 

the Jewish (scriptures), and the Sabians, Christians, Magians, 

and polytheists, Allah will judge between them on the Day of 

Judgment: For Allah is witness of all things.'' 
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98:7-8,   ''Those who have faith and do righteous deeds, they are 

the best of creatures. Their reward is with Allah: gardens of 

eternity, beneath which rivers flow; they will dwell therein for-

ever; Allah well pleased with them, and they with Him: all this 

for such as fear their Lord and cherisher.'' 

29:58,   ''But those who believe and work deeds of righteous-

ness- to them shall We give a home in heaven - lofty mansions 

beneath which flow rivers- to dwell therein for aye; an excellent 

reward for those who do (good)!'' 

Further recommended reading is found in Surah 22:23-24, 4:57, 

32:19. 

The paradise is  prepared for believing Jews,                        

Christians, and Muslims                                                                            
3: 199,   ''And there are, certainly, among the People of the 

Book, those who believe in Allah, in the revelation to you, and 

in the revelation to them, bowing in humility to Allah: they will 

not sell the signs of Allah for a miserable gain for them is a re-

ward with their Lord, and Allah is swift in account.'' 

3:113-115,  ''Not all of them are alike: of the People of the Book 

are a portion that stand (for the right); they rehearse the signs of 

Allah all night long, and they prostrate themselves in adoration 

They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin what is 

right, and forbid what is wrong; and they hasten (in emulation) 

in (all) good works: they are in the ranks of the righteous of the 

Allah that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah 

knoweth well those that do right.'' 

29:46,  ''And dispute ye not with the People of the Book, except 

with means better (than mere disputation), unless it be with 

those of them who inflict wrong (and injury): but say, 'We be-

lieve in the revelation which has come down to us and in that 

which came down to you; our God and your God is one; and it 

is to Him we bow (in Islam)'."                                                                                               
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5: 68-69,   ''Say: 'O People of the Book! ye have no ground to 

stand upon unless ye stand fast by the Taurat, the Gospel and all 

the revelation that has come to you from your Lord.' It is the 

revelation that cometh to thee from thy Lord, that increaseth in 

most of them their obstinate rebellion and blasphemy. But sor-

row thou not over (these) people without faith. Those who 

believe (in the Qur'an), those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), 

and the Sabians and the Christians, any who believe in Allah 

and the Last Day, and the work righteousness, on them shall be 

no fear, nor shall they grieve.'' 

5: 82-83,  ''Strongest among men in enmity to the believers wilt 

thou find the Jews and pagans; and nearest among them in love 

to the believers wilt thou find those who say, we are Christians: 

because amongst these are men devoted to learning and men 

who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant. And 

when they listen to the revelation received by the messenger, 

thou wilt see their eyes overflowing with tears, for they recog-

nize the truth: they pray: 'Our Lord! we believe; write us down 

among the witnesses'." 

The Paradise is for those persecuted for their faith                                                 
9: 20-22,   ''Those who believe, and suffer exile and strive with 

might and main, in Allah's cause, with their goods and their per-

sons, have the highest rank in the sight of Allah: they are the 

people who will achieve (salvation). Their Lord doth give them 

glad tidings of a mercy from Himself, of His good pleasure, and 

of gardens for them, wherein are delights that endure: They will 

dwell therein forever. Verily in Allah's presence is a reward, the 

greatest (of all).'' 

The Paradise is for those who died in the way of Allah                                                  
4:95-96,  ''Not equal are those believers who sit (at home) and 

receive no hurt, and those who strive and fight in the cause of 

Allah with their goods and their persons. Allah hath granted a 

grade higher to those who strive and fight with their goods and 

persons than to those who sit (at home). Unto all (in faith) hath 

Allah promised good: but those who strive and fight hath he dis-
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tinguished above those who sit (at home) by a special reward, 

ranks specially bestowed by him and forgiveness and mercy. 

For Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful.'' 

HELL                                                                                                               

The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:The Qur'an:                                                                                                          
9:63,   ''Know they not that for those who oppose Allah and His 

messenger, is the fire of hell wherein they shall dwell? That is 

the supreme disgrace.'' 

74:27-31,    ''And what will explain to thee what hell fire is? 

Naught doth it permit to endure, and naught doth it leave alone! 

Darkening and changing the color of man! Over it are Nineteen. 

And We have set none but angels as guardians of the fire; and 

We have fixed their number only as a trial for unbelievers, in 

order that the People of the Book may arrive at certainty, and 

the believers may increase in faith, and that no doubts may be 

left for the People of the Book and the believers, and that those 

in whose hearts is a disease and the unbelievers may say, What 

symbol doth Allah intend by this? Thus doth Allah leave to stray 

[should read 'leads astray'] whom He pleaseth, and guide whom 

He pleaseth: and none can know the forces of thy Lord, except 

He. And this is no other than a warning to mankind.'' 

19:66-72,   ''Man says: What! When I am dead, shall I then be 

raised up alive? But does not man call to mind that we created 

him before out of nothing? So, by thy Lord, without doubt, we 

shall gather them together, and (also) the evil ones (with them); 

then shall we bring them forth on their knees round about hell; 

then shall We certainly drag out from every sect all those who 

were worst in obstinate rebellion against (Allah) most gracious. 

And certainly we know best those who are most worthy of being 

burned therein. Not one of you but will pass over it: this is, with 

thy Lord, a decree which must be accomplished. But we shall 

save those who guarded against evil, and we shall leave the 

wrongdoers therein, (humbled) to their knees.'' 
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44:40-50,   ''Verily the day of sorting out is the time appointed 

for all of them, the day when no protector can avail his client in 

aught, and no help can they receive, except such as receive Al-

lah's mercy: for He is exalted in might, most merciful. Verily the 

tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinful, like molten brass; 

it will boil in their insides, like the boiling of scalding water, (a 

voice will cry:) seize ye him and drag him into the midst of the 

blazing fire! Then pour over his head the penalty of boiling wa-

ter. Taste thou (this)! Truly wast thou mighty, full of honor! 

Truly this is what ye used to doubt!'' 

56:41-56,  ''The companions of the left hand, what will be the 

companions of the left hand? (They will be) in the midst of a 

fierce blast of fire and in boiling water, and in the shades of 

black smoke: Nothing (will there be) to refresh, nor to please: 

For that they were wont to be indulged, before that, in wealth 

(and luxury), and persisted obstinately in wickedness supreme! 

And they used to say, what! When we die and become dust and 

bones, shall we then indeed be raised up again? (We) and our fa-

thers of old? Say: Yea, those of old and those of later times, all 

will certainly be gathered together for the meeting appointed for 

a day well known. Then will ye truly, O ye that go wrong, and 

treat (truth) as falsehood! Ye will surely taste of the tree of 

Zaqqum. Then will ye fill your insides therewith, and drink boil-

ing water on top of it: Indeed ye shall drink like diseased camels 

raging with thirst! Such will be their entertainment on the Day 

of Requital!'' 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 14:15-18, 

21:45-48, 7:44--51, 78:17-30, 26:88-94, 29:53-58, 40:70-72, 

77:24-38, 87:9-13, 88:1-7.    

Hell is eternal                                                                                                                              
43: 74-77,  ''The sinners will be in the punishment of hell, to 

dwell therein (for aye): Nowise will the (punishment) be light-

ened for them, and in despair will they be there overwhelmed. 

Nowise shall We be unjust to them: but it is they who have been 

unjust themselves. They will cry: O Malik! [the angel who is the 
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keeper of hell] would that thy Lord put an end to us! He will say, 

nay, but ye shall abide!'' 

2:161-162,  ''Those who reject faith, and die rejecting - on them 

is Allah's curse, and the curse of angels, and of all mankind; 

they will abide therein: their penalty will not be lightened, nor 

will respite be their (lot).'' 

5:37,  ''Their wish will be to get out of the fire, but never will 

they get out therefrom: their penalty will be one that endures.'' 

9:68,  ''Allah hath promised the hypocrites men and women, and 

the rejecters, of faith, the fire of hell: therein shall they dwell: 

sufficient is it for them: for them is the curse of Allah, and an 

enduring punishment.'' 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 32:13-14, 

42:42-44, 11:106-107.    

Who will be in hell?                                                                                                                                
2:39,    ''Those who reject faith and belie Our signs, they shall be 

companions of the fire; they shall abide therein.'' 

 9:63,   ''Know they not that for those who oppose Allah and His 

messenger, is the fire of hell? - Wherein they shall dwell. That is 

the supreme disgrace.'' 

4:145,   ''The hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the fire: 

no helper wilt thou find for them.'' 

104:1-9,   ''Woe to every (kind of) scandalmonger and backbiter, 

who pileth up wealth and layeth it by, thinking that his wealth 

would make him last forever! By no means! He will be sure to 

be thrown into that which breaks to pieces. And what will ex-

plain to thee that which breaks to pieces? (It is) the fire of (the 

wrath of) Allah kindled (to a blaze),the which doth mount 

(right) to the hearts: It shall be made into a vault over them, in 

columns outstretched.'' 
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 17:18,   ''If any do wish for the transitory things (of this life), 

We readily grant them such things as We will, to such persons 

as We will: in the end have We provided hell for them: they will 

burn therein, disgraced and rejected.'' 

58:19-21,  ''The evil one has got the better of them: so he has 

made them lose the remembrance of Allah. They are the party of 

the evil one. Truly, it is the party of the evil one that will perish! 

Those who resist Allah and His messenger will be among those 

most humiliated. Allah has decreed: 'It is I and My messengers 

who must prevail': for Allah is one full of strength, able to en-

force His will.''                                                                                                                             

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '43. Punishment of the 
Grave'  (P. 380) 

Further recommended reading is found in the Qur'an: 41:19-28, 

18:28-29, 7:36-41, 48:13-14, 59:3-4, 33:56-58, 18:104-106, 

17:97-98, 22:16-22, 98:2-7,  9:33-35, 14: 3, 8:36-37, 89: 15-23, 

39:70-72, 33:25, 6:125, 74:40-53, 4:56,  76:2-4, 52:13-16,  

72:14-15, 92:8-14, 32:20-22, 54:47-48, 66:9-10, 10:7-8, 40:60, 

51:10-14, 13:5, 32:20-21, 36:59-64, 57:19-20, 67:7-8, 98:6, 

4:10, 4:46-47, 9:68-69, 25:32-34, 2: 81, 4:27-30, 13:25-26, 4: 

150-151.   

 What the Bible says about hell…                                                                                          

…you find in appendix '42. Heaven, hell, and we' (P. 379)                                                                                                                            
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EVALUATION   
'E-valuation' is essentially the mode to establish the value, the truth, 

and trustworthiness of something. Therefore, we need to earnestly 

and honestly weigh the message, as well as the truthfulness of the 

claim to divine evidence that is assumed to be provided within the 

two 'Books'. After all, we are to en-trust our temporal and eternal 

future on this decision. 

  

We note:                                                                                                          
Both, Christianity and Islam, believe that their respective Books 

have been revealed by God. In addition I dare to stipulate that the 

general perception of God in the minds of the adherents of the re-

spective religions is much the same.   

  

Agreements and disagreements                                                                                                                    

We did discover a considerable number of similarities between 

these Books. At the same time we found much more disagreement 

than we might have expected. We remember that we already dis-

covered that contradicting statements cannot originate from the 

same source.   

 

The historical backdrop of the two Books                                                                                                            

To assess the two Books rightly, we have to look at their roots.  

The Old Testament did not 'happen' overnight. Not even in years, 

but over many centuries. While some of its recorders remain un-

known, most of them have been identified. Jewish, Christian, and 

Islamic sources agree that the Old Testament had been revealed by 

God to the Jews, when he inspired his 'Word' to his prophets. The 

New Testament confirms this by acknowledging its divine origin, 

and by freely quoting from it. This was done in particular by Jesus, 

but also the Apostles of Jesus. Between B.C.200 and B.C.150 the 

Old Testament had been translated by seventy Rabbis from the He-

brew to the Greek language, the lingua franca at that time. This 

translation is known as the 'Septuagint' (LXX). It is still freely 
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available today. Since its text corresponds with today's Bibles, it is 

unacceptable to claim or assume that the text had been tempered 

with, corrupted or changed. The fact that a very considerable num-

ber of prophecies of the Old Testament have been fulfilled, also 

vouchsafes its divine origin. 

                                                                                                                      
The New Testament was recorded by seven eye-witnesses of Jesus 

who spent the last three years with him, and a physician, who had 

investigated many eye-witnesses around A.D.62 to establish the 

what the life of Jesus was like. All but one of his disciples are 

known to have been martyred for their faith. The 27 'books' of the 

New Testament were recorded within a few years of the life and 

death of Jesus. The originals were copied and distributed among the 

rapidly multiplying churches that were scattered far and wide. In 

excess of 5,000 ancient portions of the New Testament have been 

preserved to this day.   

 

We have to recognize that, if any, only a tiny fraction of the content 

of the Bible could have been known by Muhammad. Much of what 

was perceived by him to be biblical content in the Qur'an were, in 

fact, Jewish traditions and legends taken from the Talmud, the 

Mishna, and other sources, in particular those relating to the stories 

of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, and Jesus. This 

contributed to considerable differences between the Bible on the 

one hand, and what the Qur'anic text falsely assumes to be biblical.  

('The Original Sources of the Qur'an', William St. Clair Tisdall, 

SPCK London 1911).  

 

Islamic sources inform us that the Qur'an was received by Mu-

hammad over a period of 23 years through the mediation of the 

Angel Gabriel (Jibril) (A.D. 609-632). Each portion, after it was 

received, and subsequently recited by Muhammad to his followers, 

for them to be entrusted to their memory. An undefined number of 

portions of the Qur'an were also recorded in writing. Sometime af-

ter the sudden and unexpected demise of the Prophet of Islam, the 

first Khalif, Abu Bakr, ordered the various portions in circulation 

among the early Muslims to be collected and recorded in writing. 

This first 'mushaf' (manuscript) was kept in the home of Hafsa, 
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daughter of Umar, and one of Muhammad's widows. There is no 

evidence that it was used publically or privately. 

 

Years later, during the reign of the third Khalif, Uthman, it became 

apparent that the Qur'an was recited differently in the mosques of 

the various centres of the Islamic empire. That prompted Uthman to 

order all the known readings to be brought to Medina, where they 

were forged into one uniform document under the supervision of 

one of the scribes of Muhammad, Zaid ibn Thabit, who had col-

lected the pieces of the Qur'an after the death of Muhammad in the 

first place. All other circulating copies were burnt. The revised text 

was (at first) copied into four volumes and one of these were sent to 

the respective centres of outlaying areas as Damascus, Kufa, and 

Basra. This is believed to be the unaltered text as it was originally 

received by Muhammad.                                                                                                        

 

For more authentic information on the Qur'an read the relevant chapters, and in the 
appendix: '30. Introduction to the Qur'an in the Mishkatu'l-Masabih ' (P. 354),  '35. The 
collection of the Qur'an and its first collation' (P. 365), as well as '36. The revision of 
the Qur'an under Khalif Uthman' (P. 367).  
 

Similarities of the two Books                                                                                                                     

Especially when we compare the attributes ascribed to God in the 

two Books, we do find much agreement. In addition we find that 

both Books promote righteous living , and man's responsibility for 

his thoughts and actions, man's accountability to God, but also 

about forgiveness, grace and mercy. However, while these topics 

may share identical words, these are often filled with different 

meaning. An eventual judgment is envisaged in both Books, and 

finally, both speak of heaven, or paradise, and hell. 

 

After such a positive list of seeming agreements, are there any dis-

agreements of concern left?  

 

Fundamental differences between the two Books                                                                                             
To understand the historical background behind the controversies a 

little better, we ought to take note that at the time of the formation 

of Islam many Jewish clans and also Christian sectarians practiced 
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their religion in the Arabian peninsula, and, consequently, left a 

strong imprint on the Qur'an. Tradition tells us, for example, that 

Waraqqa ibn Naufal, a cousin of Muhammad's first wife, Khadijah, 

was a Christian. 

 
Both the Christian faith and Islam are missionary endeavours. The 

Christian faith, built on the authority and teaching of the Messiah 

Jesus, is exclusive, and declares unequivocally that apart from Je-

sus there is no alternative means to obtain salvation. We only need 

to point at Jesus' claim:  

Jn 14:6,  "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 

[God] the Father except through me." 

    

Islam, on the other hand, assumes that only Muslims, provided they 

truly follow the way of their religion, and who have a better than 

50% good deeds track-record, may, if Allah wills, be eligible to 

enter paradise. That, however, does not agree with the Qur'an that 

clearly teaches: 

Surah 2:62,  "Surely those who believe, and those who are Jews, 

and the Christians and the Sabians, whoever believes in Allah and 

the Last Day, and does good, they have their reward with their 

Lord: and there is no fear for them, nor shall they grieve".  

    

This makes sense only when we are aware that initially Islam un-

derstood itself to be a religion in the biblical tradition (Old 

Testament, New Testament, and, as a later addition, the Arabic 

Qur'an). It was believed that Allah had sent a 'messenger' or 

prophet to each nation of the world, and Muhammad was the 

prophet to the Arabs. In this context, Christians were given a very 

positive assessment:  

Surah 5:82, "... nearest among them in love to the Believers [Mus-

lims] wilt thou find those who say, we are Christians: because 

amongst these are men devoted to learning and men who have re-

nounced the world, and they are not arrogant."    

 
The Jews, on the other hand, when comparing the Qur'an with their 

own Scripture, questioned its divine origin. For that they had to pay 
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dearly, as is implied by the Qur'an and recorded in the Hadith, as 

well as in history.  

Surah 5:82,  "Strongest among men in enmity to the Believers wilt 

thou find the Jews and Pagans."                        

  

As time went by, it became clear that the Qur'an and the 'former 

Scriptures', the 'taurat'  (Old Testament) and the 'injil' (New Testa-

ment), were not alike, as one would have to expect. If all three had 

the same source, and were copies of the 'Mother of the Book', they 

surely would have been alike, or at least carry the same message.  

Surah 43:3-4, "We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, that ye may be 

able to understand (and learn wisdom). And verily, it is in the 

Mother of the Book, in Our Presence, high (in dignity), full of wis-

dom". 

 

It is quite obvious that the Qur'an was viewed as the Arabic version 

of the heavenly book, as can be deducted from another text:  

Surah 2:136: "We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, 

and to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, and that given 

to Moses and Jesus and that given to (all) prophets from their Lord.  

We make no difference between one and another of them."   

And Surah 3:2-3 confirms: "Allah! There is no God but He - the 

Living, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal. It is He Who sent down to thee 

(step by step) in truth, the Book, confirming what went before it. 

And He sent down Law (of Moses) and the Gospel (of Jesus) be-

fore this as a guide to mankind".  

When it eventually became clear that the Scriptures of the Jews and 

Christians were not what they were thought to be, but very differ-

ent, the question arose, which of them was actually divinely 

inspired - and which not. The dispute over that has never abated. 

Hence the newly inflamed enmity between Islam and the Christian 

and Jewish faith and people. 

 

The unwillingness of also the Christians to accept the Qur'an as 

divine revelation, led to the rejection of the Christians also:  

Surah 9:30, "The Jews call Uzair a son of Allah, and the Christians 

call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouth; (in 
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this) they but imitate what the unbelievers of old used to say. Al-

lah's curse be on them: how they are deluded away from the truth."   

Put in a nut-shell, we can say that the Jews rejected the New Tes-

tament because they did not accept Jesus as their Messiah, whereas 

Muslims rejected the New Testament because they did not accept 

that Jesus, the Messiah, had been crucified and killed, and that he 

was the only and universal offer of God to obtain forgiveness and 

reconciliation to him. 

                                                                                                 

Different perceptions of God                                                                                                            
Generally speaking one can assume that (real) Christians, while 

they fear, revere, and obey God, their heavenly Father, at the same 

time love him deeply. They serve and obey him as an act of grati-

tude, because Jesus came to this world and in his love redeemed 

them. The love and grace of God they already received, are the 

cause of their gratitude. The effect is their loving devotion to Jesus, 

with whom they maintain a very personal relationship. Eph 2:13  

"But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off are made near 

through the blood of Christ." 
 
Sadly, we have to add that by no means are all people with the label 

'Christian', are 'born anew', or 'born again'. A child begins its life 

when it is born into this world. We all were born as human beings 

into this physical world. Likewise, must we be spiritually 'born' into 

the Kingdom of God to be part of it. Jesus stated this clearly: 

Jn 3:3, 6-7,   "Jesus answered him [Nicodemus, a Pharisee], 'Most 

certainly, I tell you, unless one is born anew, he can't see the King-

dom of God.'… 

 

"That which is born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. Don't marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born 

anew.'"  

 

Muslims believe that Allah is both, tanzih (distant, detached), and 

tashbih (close). He is the absolute. The most emphasized attribute 

of Allah is his might and power: "Allahu akbar", Allah is great. 

Consequently, a Muslims strives to submit to, and rightly fear Al-

lah. He serves Allah, and does good deeds because he hopes that by 
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these merits he may obtain access to heaven. One can say that the 

heading over their faith is "Allah is powerful". Because of their 

'otherness' to each other, a personal relationship between Allah and 

the believer is deemed to be unthinkable. This is only logic, be-

cause Jesus is not part of the equation.  

  

The Islamic tenet of the 'nature' of Allah is simpler and more plau-

sible. Allah is 'tawhid': Allah is one, a unity in himself. He does not 

have a consort, neither a son! That would be abominable to assume:  

Surah 19:88-92,  "They say: (Allah) Most Gracious has begotten a 

son! Indeed ye have put forth a thing most monstrous! At it the 

skies are ready to burst, the earth to split asunder, and the moun-

tains to fall down in utter ruin, that they should invoke a son for 

(Allah) Most Gracious. For it is not consonant with the majesty of 

(Allah) Most Gracious that he should beget a son." 

Allah rules overall and demands submission from all creation.  

In contrast to that, God, as he is revealed in the Bible, is 'triune', to 

use this somewhat awkward theological expression. To make its 

'heavenly' or eternal meaning somewhat thinkable for us humans, 

the Bible uses a metaphor. God is the Father who as his Son (the 

Father is still filling his 'function' in and from heaven) who be-

comes incarnate on earth. The Spirit of God (and who can 'define' 

who and what he is?) makes people aware of their sin (conscience), 

and their lostness without a Saviour. He also leads their minds and 

hearts to the full understanding of God's word. We have to admit 

that all that we may name 'divine' falls into the category of mystery 

- and that is to be revealed in the hearts of true believers:  

Col 1:27  "To them  [Christian believers] God has chosen to make 

known ... the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory." 

Col 2:2-3,  "I desire … that they [Christian believers] may be en-

couraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full 

riches of complete understanding, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ"  

 

The Qur'an, on the other hand, states emphatically that Jesus is no 

more than a prophet, and rejects the deity of Jesus. As a logical 



280  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

consequence, the Qur'an rejects that Jesus died as the result of the 

crucifixion, which is the very centre-piece of the Bible, expressly 

so in the New Testament. 

 
More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '4. The trinity of God as it is 
understood in the Qur'an and the Bible' (P. 291) 
 

The invisible God makes himself visible                                                                                                                       

Let us for moment try to picture God in relation to us in our minds. 

Who is he? Who are we? He is the creator of all there is, and he is 

in control of it all. Just try to think that! He is altogether different to 

us in every aspect. He is unimaginably greater, wiser, and powerful 

than we are. To communicate with mankind in some measure, he 

had sent his prophets, but even they could not speak or listen to any 

language apart from Hebrew or one or two others, perhaps apart 

from Aramaic. They could not think, speak or understand 'heav-

enly'.  

 

In this life, humans cannot enter the eternal realm to discover God 

'up there'. So God did what we cannot do. In order to reveal himself 

to us in our human world, God came to us. He came to this earth to 

reveal himself. He became, we need to state this most reverently, 

like one of us. He was born into our world. Not in an appropriate 

five star maternity hospital, but in a stable among donkeys and 

sheep. He grew up as a carpenter in a poor village, right at the point 

where Asia, Europe and Africa meet. The prophets had announced 

his coming as 'Immanuel', translated, 'God with us' (Isa. 7:14). 

Elsewhere it was prophesied: 'Look, your King comes to you' (Zech 

9:90). When he came, he was born in an absolutely unique manner 

by a virgin, as both, the Bible and the Qur'an, confirm.  

 

Jesus taught the people about God the heavenly Father, about eter-

nity, how our very nature can be changed so that we can become 

compatible to his, that we can be reconciled to him even after hav-

ing sinned against him, and how we can share our life with him.  

 

He became just like other humans, so that He could truly relate to 

us. He experienced all that you and I experience in life - yet he re-
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mained pure in all he said and did. There was no fault in him. He 

could confidently confront his contemporaries challenging them: 

"Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?" (Jn 8:46). He was God's 

high priest for us of whom we read:                     

  

Heb 2:14-18, " Since then the children [of men] have shared in flesh 

and blood, he also himself in like manner partook of the same, that 

through death he might bring to nothing him who had the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and might deliver all of them who through 

fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For most 

certainly, he doesn't give help to angels, but he gives help to the 

seed of Abraham. Therefore he was obligated in all things to be 

made like his brothers, that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in things pertaining to God, to make atonement for the 

sins of the people. For in that he himself has suffered being 

tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted."   

Heb 4:15,  "For we don't have a high priest who can't be touched 

with the feeling of our weaknesses, but one who has been in all 

points tempted like we are, yet without sin."   

 

Heaven and Hell                                                                                                           
We find a vivid description of heaven and hell in the Qur'an (see 

pages 279-286 in this book). In it heaven offers the ultimate of 

what appeases a man's senses, while hell graphically forecasts a 

literal, dreadful abode. The text does not suggest this to be an alle-

gory. Indeed the vast majority of Muslims do not see it as such. 

The Bible, on the other hand, allows no choice, but to take the texts 

that speak of heaven and hell to be symbolical or allegorical. Based 

on the Bible, a Christian cannot expect sensual fulfilment in 

heaven, but rather expects the bliss from being in permanent union 

with God. The opposite applies to a biblical understanding of hell. 

 

Two very different ways are practiced to make known the reve-

lation of God or Allah in the two Books                                                               

At no time did Jesus suggest the use of violence of any kind to 

make the Gospel known. In fact, he himself was the victim of reli-

gious violence, and so were eleven of his twelve Apostles. Only the 
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Apostle John died of natural causes, although he also suffered per-

secution and imprisonment. 

 

If any Christian organization promotes violence to spread the Gos-

pel, it acts clearly against the biblical directiom. How to share the 

Gospel was clearly outlined by Jesus just before he returned to 

heaven: 

Mat 28:19-20,  "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have com-

manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age." 

  

The Qur'an, on the other hand, promotes wars or 'expeditions' to 

spread Islam, and that has been followed since its inception. The 

history of the rapid expansion of Islam during the first Centuries 

since the 'hegira' spells this out. Just one further quote from the 

Qur'an leads the way: 

 

47: 4, "Therefore, when ye meet the Unbelievers (in fight). Smite at 

their necks; at length, when ye have thoroughly subdued them, bind 

a bond firmly (on them): thereafter (is the time for) either generos-

ity or ransom: until the war lays down its burdens."   

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Please note that the insert (in fight) is not part of the original text. 

With deep concern we take note that within the present resurgence 

of Islam, cutting off the heads of those who are classified as infi-

dels (and that includes Christians) is common. And that is 

commanded in the Qur'an. It follows that these 'radical Islamists' 

actually are the true Muslims, while the 'moderates' are not (see 

'Muhammad's call to jihad' (Pages 164-265 and 235-236).  

 

The question of authenticity                                                                                                                  
The Qur'an mentions many a miracle that is recorded in the Bible. 

Considering this, we hardly wonder why the Jews challenged Mu-

hammad to provide tangible 'proof' for his claim to prophethood. 

The answers provided were rather evasive:    
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Surah 6:37, "They [the Jews] say: why is not a sign sent down to 

him [Muhammad] from his Lord? Say: Allah hath certainly power 

to send down a sign: but most of them understand not", or  

Surah 17:90-93, "They say: 'We shall not believe in thee, until thou 

causest a spring to gush forth for us from the earth [like Moses did 

in Ex 17:1-7], or (until) thou hast a garden of date trees and vines, 

and causest rivers to gush forth in their midst, carrying abundant 

water, or thou causest the sky to fall in pieces, as thou sayest (will 

happen) against us; or thou bring Allah and the angels before (us) 

face to face; or thou have a house adorned with gold [Like Solomon 

in 1.Kings 7], or thou mount a ladder right into the skies' [like 

Jacob in Gen 28:10-15]". Say: 'Glory to my Lord! Am I aught but a 

man - a messenger?'"   

 

The divine mission of the Prophet of Islam is repeatedly defended 

by referring to his signs, the 'ayas'.  These were the verses ['ayas' 

may mean either, sign or verse], of the Qur'an. Jews and Christians 

did not deem these to be of a convincing nature by themselves. 

Muslims, in support of the Qur'an, often point out that it was the 

last revelation from Allah to mankind, and thereby also served the 

purpose of correcting the 'former Books' [taurat, zabur, and injil], 

which, according to Islamic scholars, had been tampered with, and 

which were, consequently, corrupted. There is no evidence that this 

ever happened. Besides, such statement also contradicts the very 

teaching of the Qur'an.   

 
More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '37. No one corrupted or 
changed the Bible' (370). 
 

In response, Christians reason that the Bible was revealed over a 

period of roughly 1500 years through a number of prophets, while 

the veracity of the Qur'an depends on the trustworthiness of just 

one man. Besides, the Bible contains a great number of totally un-

predictable prophecies that have been fulfilled in the course of 

history. This in itself  provides sufficient empiric evidence of its 

divine origin. After all, who could predict the future in that much 

detail, such a very long time before to its fulfilment, unless it was 

inspired by God?  
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In addition, Christians point to the highly distorted biblical themes 

as they appear on the pages of the Qur'an. It is significant that even 

the Qur'an upholds that the biblical stories that appear in such a 

mutilated form in the Qur'an, had originally been inspired by God. 

An alleged later forgery of the Bible never happened. It simply ex-

ists in its present form as it did some 1500 years before the Qur'an 

was introduced. We also cannot assume that the Qur'an would rec-

ommend to its readers to accept a book, which it claims to be 

fraudulent:  

Surah 10:94, "If thou wert in doubt as to what we have revealed 

unto thee, then ask those who have been reading the book from be-

fore thee [that were the Jews and Christians]: the truth hath indeed 

come to thee from thy Lord..."  

 

The question of truth                                                                                                                         
Having compared what we discovered in the Qur'an and the Bible, 

we are facing a personal challenge. The difference between them 

rules out the assumption that both have been revealed by the same 

author. 

Let us dwell for a moment on what the well respected thinker Ravi 

Zacharias has to say about this: 

"Truth by definition is exclusive. Everything cannot be true. If eve-

rything is true, then nothing is false. And if nothing is false then it 

would also be true to say everything is false... 

"The law of non-contradiction does apply to reality: two contradic-

tory statements cannot both be true in the same sense. Thus, to deny 

the law of non-contradiction is to affirm it at the same time. You 

may as well talk about a one-ended stick as talk about truth being 

all-inclusive. 

"So where does that leave us? We must not be surprised at truth 

claims, but we must test them before we believe them. If the test 

demonstrates truth then we are morally compelled to believe it. 

And this is precisely the point from which many are trying to run." 

That is precisely what we - be we a Christian or a Muslim - are 

busy doing right here. We are inclined to believe that 'our book' is, 

unquestionably, the Word of God. But we cannot reach a true ver-

dict about these claims without a sober comparison of 'our Book' 
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with that 'other Book'. Leaving aside trivialities, we discovered that 

the 'Books' contradict each other, even on fundamental issues. 

We must be conscious of the fact that our belief and conviction 

alone does not make what we believe correct. Truth just cannot be 

established by either conviction or a ballot (that is counting the 

number of people who share my view). 

Even the most touching sincerity and conviction in ones heart will 

only be rewarded when it is based on evidenced truth. 

 

Which way to Heaven? What the Bible tells us:                                                 
Jesus said: 

Jn 14:23,   "Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Fa-

ther will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 

with them."   

 

Jn 14:1-3,  [Jesus told his followers]: "Don't let your heart be trou-

bled. Believe in God. Believe also in me... I am going to prepare a 

place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

and will receive you to myself; that where I am, you may be there 

also." 

 

The leader of the Israelites after the death of Moses, Joshua, chal-

lenged the people, saying: "Choose you today whom you will 

serve!" That is an appropriate question to any generation - as it is to  

us.  

                                                                                                                                                    

According to the Bible there is no way by which we can trade in 

our good deeds for sins we have committed. Salvation is purely by 

God's grace. 

  Tit 3:5,  '' …not by works of righteousness, which we did 

ourselves, but according to his mercy, he saved us".     

Eph 2:8-9,  ''It is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and 

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so 

that no one can boast.''  

Rom 5:1-2,  ''Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through whom we also have 

our access by faith into this grace in which we stand. We rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God..''                    
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Which way to Heaven? What the Qur'an teaches:                                                  

In the Qur'an we can identify three distinct ways that are to aid a 

sinner to escape hell and earn or merit 'the gardens', or paradise. 

The open question is, which applies to whom. We take note that the 

Qur'an generously writes (87 times) that "Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

and Most Merciful". In addition we find the 'Bismillahs'  ['Bismil-

lah al rahman al rahim' = In the name of Allah the Most Gracious, 

the Most Merciful] at the beginning of each Surah of the Qur'an 

except one. These are the three ways:  

1. Salvation by right action                                                                                                                                

Surah 7:8-9,  "The balance that day will be true (to a nicety). Those 

whose scale (of good) will be heavy, will prosper. Those whose 

scale will be light, will find their souls in perdition, for that they 

wrongfully treated our signs."                                                                                               

 

Surah 101:6-11,  ''Then he whose balance (of good deeds) will be 

(found) heavy, Will be in a Life of good pleasure and satisfaction. 

But he whose balance (of good deeds) will be (found) light, will 

have his home in a (bottomless) pit. And what will explain to thee 

what this is? (It is) a Fire blazing fiercely!''   

                                                                                                                                      

The Book of Deeds will determine the outcome:                                                                                         

Surah  18:49,   ''And the Book (of Deeds) will be placed (before 

you); and thou wilt see the sinful in great terror because of what is 

(recorded) therein; they will say, Ah woe to us what a book is this it 

leaves out nothing small or great, but takes account thereof! They 

will find all that they did, placed before them: and not one will thy 

Lord treat with injustice.''    

2. Salvation through God's mercy and forgiveness   

 Surah  3:31,  "Say: If ye do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love 

you, and forgive you your sins. For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful."   

3. Salvation by predetermination   

Surah  5:18,  " He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He punishes 

whom He pleaseth. And to Allah belongeth the dominion of the 

heavens and the earth, and all that is between."   
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Surah  16:93,  "He leads astray whom He pleases and guides whom 

He pleases: but ye shall certainly be called to account for all your 

actions."   

There is no question that all of us would choose - if we could - pos-

sibility 2. Salvation through God's mercy and grace. It is in the 

nature of man to select the option that best suits or serves him. But 

the Qur'an is ambiguous about which offer applies to whom. 

The above is corroborated by many Hadiths like this:  

 

"Sahl b.Sa'd reported it from Allah's Messenger (may peace be 

upon him) that a person (that) performs deeds like the deeds of the 

people of Paradise ... would be amongst the dwellers of Hell. And a 

person  (that) acts apparently like the people of Hell, but (in fact) 

he would be among the dwellers of Paradise.'' (al-Bukhari  in vol-

ume 4 page 410)   

More information you find in the appendix under '8. How predesti-

nation is understood in the Qur'an and the Bible'  (P.321)                                      

In contrast to Christians it would be presumptuous for a Muslim to 

claim that he entertains a personal relationship with Allah, has ob-

tained salvation and is by that assured of heaven. According to the 

Qur'an only martyrs are exempted from impending  judgment. All 

others find out about their fate at the Last Judgment. 

 

CONCLUSION                                                                                                                             
We are aware that the study of the two Books has brought us to a 

fork in the 'road'. This demands an honest assessment, followed by 

the right decision on which way to take.   

Such a decision demands us to act honestly, prudently, with integ-

rity, and conscientiously before the living God! This is a shocking 

challenge. And it involves consequences. May you opt for life! 

  

 

"I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD,                                 

"plans to prosper you, and not to harm you,                                            

plans to give you hope and a future.                                                                   

Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,                                                                            

and I will listen to you.                                                         
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You will seek me and find me                                                                                      
when you seek me with all your heart." 

Jer 29:11-13 
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APPENDIX   

1. The names and attributes of God   

The names and attributes God revealed by himself, allow us some 

insight into his nature and character. When Moses was curious 

about a burning bush that was not consumed by the fire, God spoke 

to him and appointed him to be the rescuer of the Israelites who 

were at that time living as slaves in Egypt. Then Moses asked God, 

"Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' 

Then what shall I tell them?"  God said to Moses, "YAHVEH: I 

AM WHO I AM " [Meaning: ' The Lord, the Being One'].  This is what 

you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' " (Ex 

3:14): In most English translations 'Yahveh' is rendered 'Lord'. 

His other most frequently used name in the Old Testament is 

'Elohim', meaning God.  But not quite correctly so, for it is actually 

the plural form of Elah. Unique to this is the fact that grammatical-

ly the name is used in the singular.  

 

2. The use of the word 'Allah'     

The name 'Allah' is the Arabic form of the English name God. It 

was used by the Christians and Jews from before the advent of Is-

lam. The Arabic Bible also uses the word 'Allah' for God. The 

infidels or pagans of Arabia also used this name long before Islam 

arrived, though at that time he was believed to be the head of all  

other deities. Allah at that time was assumed to have been the fa-

ther of Al-Lat, al-Uzza, and Manat (Surah 53:18-22). 

The Qur'an alleges that Allah of the Qur'an is the same as the God 

of the Bible: 

29: 46,  ''And dispute ye not with the People of the Book, except 

with means better (than mere disputation), unless it be with 

those of them who inflict wrong (and injury): but say, 'We be-
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lieve in the Revelation which has come down to us and in that 

which came down to you; our God and your God is one; and it 

is to Him we bow (in Islam)'." 

28:30, ...a voice was heard from the right bank of the valley, 

from a tree in hallowed ground: 'O Moses! Verily I am Allah, 

the Lord of the Worlds'. 

 

3. Is Jesus one of the 'partners of Allah'?   

To answer this question we have to examine the history of the Ar-

abs in pre-Islamic times. May it suffice to say that most of the 

people then living on the Arabian Peninsula were pagans, worship-

ping a number of deities and idols.   

In a number of places the pagans had built so-called Ka’bas. These 

were cube-like temples built of stones. The pagans believed that 

their deities (gods) lived in these shrines. The most prominent of 

these was placed in Mecca and later became the centre of Islamic 

worship. Deities and idols were taken to be sources of power for 

the pagans. Through them they sought protection and guidance as 

well as finding refuge from all kinds of calamity. 

It is generally believed that in pre-Islamic Mecca some 360 deities 

were worshipped. This is based on a biography of Muhammad, as 

recorded by Waqqidi, who was born 120 years after Muhammad’s 

death. Earlier biographies and reports make no mention of that 

number. The ‘Kitab al-Asnam’ [‘The Book of Idols’] by ibn al-Kalbi 

mentions only 27 by name. 

It is interesting to know that, according to the Qur’an and early Is-

lamic source materials, we only know of three sculptured idols, 

called ‘sanam’. Hubal was actually housed in the Ka’ba of Mecca 

[Siratu’l Nabi, p. 97]  and was addressed as 'Allah', as we are told by 

the Siratu'l Nabi ['The Life of the Prophet'] by Ibn Ishaq as trans-

mitted by ibn Hisham. It was possibly the only image in the Ka'ba. 

Before and during the time of Muhammad the Quraish (inhabitants 
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of Mecca) called Hubal ‘the Lord of this House’ (Ka’ba) and the 

Qur’an calls on them to “adore the Lord of this House” (Surah  

106:3).   The Lord of the house (Ka'ba) was obviously also the 

Lord of this 'city', as quoted in Surah 27:91: "As for me [Muham-

mad], I have been commanded to serve the Lord of this city". 

Unfortunately, the text itself does not clarify who 'me' is, for if it 

were Allah, he would not have been referred to as one who has 

been commanded to serve this 'Lord'. The seemingly only other 

alternative was that Muhammad had be commanded to serve the 

Lord of Mecca; by implication that was Hubal. 

The other images in Mecca were Isaf and Na'ilah.  All other deities 

were assumed to live in stones, such as were built into a Ka’ba.   

The most popular deities (watham) of the Meccans were al-Lat, al-

Uzza and Manat (Surah 53:19-20). These were named the daugh-

ters of Allah. Besides these more popular deities, Arabs believed in 

a kind of chief-of-gods, whom they called Allah. The Qur'an  de-

clared all lesser deities to be pagan and Allah the only God, who 

has no partners. This resulted in Muhammad's rejection in Mecca, 

which triggered off the hegira, the flight to Medina (Yatrib).  

We are aware that Muhammad bluntly rejected Jesus as the 'son' of 

God, because he refused Jesus to be lined up among the heathen 

deities of Mecca. Obviously he had never been informed of the 

meaning of this term in the New Testament. 

 

4. The trinity of God as it is understood in the 

Qur'an and the Bible 

We will all agree that it is not possible for man to fully understand 

or comprehend the nature or essence of God this side of eternity.  

Job 11:7-8, "Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you 

probe the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than the 



292  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

heavens - what can you do? They are deeper than the depth 

of the grave - what can you know?"  

All we can actually know is what God revealed about himself; 

everything else is human imagination, or anthropomorphic 

thinking (i.e. when we transfer human elements to God).  

Jn 1:1-3,14,  "In the beginning was the Word [logos], and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made through 

him. Without him was not anything made that has been 

made…The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We 

saw his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of the 

Father, full of grace and truth."   

Logos has a deeper meaning than just ‘word’. It is probably better 

translated as ‘expression of thought’ (W.E.Vine, An Expository Dic-

tionary of NT Words, 1966, Lowe and Drydone, London). 

At this point we reach our limits, and touch the mystery of God. 

A Muslim is likely to believe that self-revelation of God hap-

pened in the form of 'books' (the Taurat (the 5 books of Moses), 

the Zabur (the Psalms), the Injil (the Gospel), and the Qur’an). 

The Bible, on the other hand, tells us in addition, that God be-

came incarnate, that is he became visible and comprehensible, in 

Jesus. The Apostle John, who was an eye witness of the life of 

Jesus, recorded: 

1 Jn 1:1-2,  "That which was from the beginning, which we 

have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 

have looked at and our hands have touched - this we pro-

claim concerning the Word of life.  

The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 

and has appeared to us."   

What does the 'trinity' of God express?                                                                                     

The word ‘trinity’ expresses a characteristic of God. The word does 

not appear in the Bible. The concept, however, does.     
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The 'tri-ness' of God is found throughout the Bible. Already the 

very first verse of the Bible states: "In the beginning Elohim created 

the heavens and the earth." In the second verse we read: "The Spirit 

of God was brooding over the waters." In verse 26 we read: "Then 

Elohim said, 'Let us make man ..." In chapter 3:22 we read: "Elohim 

said, 'the man has now become like one of us". In chapter 11:7 we 

read that Elohim said: "Let us go down and confuse their language 

...". Who is 'Elohim'? It is the name of God, and 'Yahveh' is His ti-

tle. Yahveh means "the Lord"; Elohim means "Gods".   

Yes, you got it right! The ending '...im' in Hebrew is the masculine 

plural form of Eloah. The name  Elohim is found 2222 times in the  

Old Testament. There is no 'majestaetis pluralis' or 'royal plural' in 

the Hebrew language, as, for example, in English, where a king or 

queen speaks of themselves as ‘We’.   

In the Jewish confession of faith, as stated in Deut.6:4, we read: 

"Yahveh Eluhenu Yahveh echad". Exactly translated it means: "The 

Lord our Gods the Lord is one" or a unity. The word echad, for 

instance, is also used in another verse: "Therefore a man will leave 

his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will be-

come one (echad) flesh" (Gen.2:24). While man and wife are a unity 

(echad), they are at the same time two people in a union.   

When we speak of God as being a unity, we ought to be aware that 

there can be no unity without at least two components. Maybe we 

can use an analogy to help us understand what is actually not un-

derstandable. Each of us, you and I just like all mankind, are 

singular individuals. Yet each of us is made up of a body, a soul, 

and a spirit, a trinity in one. My body is me. My soul is me, and my 

spirit is also me. And yet I am just one person. So is 'Elohim', but 

He consists, in symbolic terms, of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Yet 

He is not three, but One, as is repeatedly emphasized in the Bible. 

And so are we, not three, but one, 'created in the likeness of God' 
(Gen 1:26). 

Let us try to come to grips with what this is all about. Through the 

prophet Isaiah (about B.C.750) God revealed: 
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Isa 63:7-10, "I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for 

which he is to be praised, according to all the LORD has done for us - 

yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, according to his 

compassion and many kindnesses.  He said, "Surely they are my peo-

ple, children who will be true to me"; and so he became their Saviour.  

In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence 

saved them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them 

up and carried them all the days of old.  Yet they rebelled and grieved 

his Holy Spirit. So he turned and became their enemy and he himself 

fought against them."  (Italics by G.N.) 

The word Saviour in Hebrew is 'Yeshua', translated into English meaning 

salvation, or rescue. It became the very name that Gabriel gave him when 

revealing to Mary the mother of Jesus: 

Lk 1:31-32, "You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 

are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High."  

Mt 1:21, "'She shall bring forth a son. You shall call his name Jesus, 

for it is he who shall save his people from their sins.'" 

In Israel, where he was born and lived, He was named 'Yeshua 

haMashiach': Jesus the Messiah.   

In contrast to that, Islamic theology holds to the concept of 'tawhid', which 

declares the singleness, or unity of God. This doctrine has its roots in the 

rejection of polytheism (the assumption that there are many gods). Unfor-

tunately, Muhammad must have gotten a false explanation of the 'Trinity', 

considering it to consist of God, Mary, and Jesus.  (Surahs 4:171 and 

5:116).   

Muhammad rejected the triune concept about God vehemently. The 

most likely explanation for that is  his backdrop in Arabia, where 

most of the people adhered to polytheism, that is they venerated 

many deities. The Qur'an, on the other hand, introduced monothe-

ism and sharply condemned any deities except one, Allah. 

Muhammad failed to comprehend that both - Jews as well as Chris-

tians - were monotheists. He must have understood that Jesus and 

the Spirit of God were deities apart from God, instead of realizing 

that they are the three 'facets' of the One God. 
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But then, can we really comprehend who God is? We are depending 

on human words to express divine things. Yet we may put our full 

trust in him, even though we fail to grasp him fully. Consider the 

biblical explanation:  

2  Cor 5:19-20,  "God was reconciling the world to himself in 

Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has 

committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore 

Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to 

God."     

 

5. 'Original sin' 

It so happened that you and I, and everybody else on this globe, 

have an inexplicable urge or lust in us that seems to be irresistible. 

It makes us think and do what is contrary to God's character and 

will, and even our own. My parents had this same problem, and so 

did my grandparents and all other forebears since Adam and Eve. A 

false name has been attached for this urge which rebels against the 

divine order of life. It has been called 'inherited sin'. According to 

this interpretation we inherited Adam's sin, and will be punished for 

it. That is not so, for we actually did not inherit his sin, but inherit-

ed the inclination, the proneness to sin. 

Adam's and Eve's disobedience in the Garden of Eden introduced 

death to them. Initially, they were not meant to die. God had 

warned them "the day you eat there from (forbidden 'fruit' whatever 

that was) you shall surely die". And so they did. They had forfeited 

the bliss to live in perfect harmony with God, and lost paradise. No 

man can live in communion with God after infidelity toward him 

made us lose our innocence - unless, of course, the gap between us 

and God would thereafter be bridged:  

Rom 5:17, "For if by the trespass of the one [Adam], death 

reigned through the one; so much more will those who receive 
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the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in 

life through the one, Jesus Christ.!"    

For a better understanding it is advised to read Gen 3:1-19, Rom 

5:12, and 1 Cor. 15:22.       

 

6. Law, justice, punishment and grace   

Law is meant to be a code of ethics and moral behavior.                                                                               
It stipulates what is right and what is wrong. It is also a codex to 

regulate interpersonal relationships. Law is also the foundation of a 

cultured and just society. 

A law remains ineffective as long as it is not enforced. Justice can 

only exist if both, law and its enforcement are in place.  

Justice is a commendation of the good, while it is to be 

feared by the bad.                                                                          
The good will suffer when the bad is not restrained. Without law  

enforcement in our society, we would have to live in anarchy and 

chaos. The same basic tenet applies to the divine Law and Justice.  

To uphold a just society an offender, when found guilty 

needs to be punished.                                                                               
Even if the rehabilitation of the culprit has to be considered, with-

out punishment there can be no justice! Pardon may be granted, if 

sought. If it is not, the course of Justice proceeds.   

Grace (pardon) is a gift of God                                                                                                             
God does not let transgressors off the hook! But he offers his par-

don. He does so, according to the Bible, by means of a 

'substitutional sacrifice'. While the offender goes unpunished, the 

deserved punishment for it has to be executed for righteousness 

sake.  

As an object lesson we learn that under the Old Covenant with Isra-

el, a repenting sinner was required to offer a substitute (an animal 
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sacrifice) whose blood would be shed  instead of his own. In the 

New Testament John the Baptist (Yahya) pointed at Jesus, exclaim-

ing: "Look: the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" 

(John 1:29) Jesus revealed himself as this sacrifice. Justice is exe-

cuted, the deserved punishment for the trespass is meted out, but 

the repentant sinner's pleading for God's pardon is granted and op-

erating. It is obtained by trusting in what God has promised, and 

because God is love. Every true Christian believes God, and ac-

cepts his offer.  

Muslims also offer sacrifices, but for a different purpose.  

More information on this topic you can find in the appendix '47. The meaning of sacri-
fices' (P. 389).  

Yet another point need to be mentioned. Today's liberal thinking 

questions the justice of Justice. While it is generally accepted that 

criminals need to be punished for their transgression of breaking  

the law of a land, divine justice is all too often questioned. One ex-

pects God to be love and consequently lenient. But he is holy and 

just! God's justice is not the absence of love. But God's love is not 

independent of his justice. His love is expressed in his offer of par-

don to those who truly seek it. 

Divine grace and pardon are offered - but on God's terms. No one 

can claim pardon. It is a gift of grace, and cannot be earned. There 

is, however, a precondition to divine pardon: "A broken spirit, a 

broken and contrite heart" (Psa 51:17) about ones egocentric former 

life, and  the willingness to turn away from it with the resolve to 

accept and pursue a life under God's guidance, according to his 

Word. 

God would not be holy, righteous and just if he were not to judge 

godlessness and every kind of evil.    
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7. How can Jesus be God?   

Whether Jesus is the 'Son of God' or not, whether he is divine or 

not, is not for you and me or anybody else to decide. It is as much a 

statement of faith as the question whether or not the world just hap-

pened to be without any design and intelligent direction from 

'outside' or 'above'. Or that man just evolved by himself over the 

last few million years. And that his bone structure, digestive sys-

tem, blood, and its miles of blood vessels with its 'pump', his eyes 

with its fabulous construction, breathing, nervous- and reproductive 

- systems, even the brain,  to name a few, just gradually and with-

out a blueprint developed themselves randomly. We either 'believe' 

this - or believe that our universe, with its macro- and micro-

cosmos, displays design and direction. 

In the same manner we determine to believe what the Bible or 

Qur'an teach, or not teach. Christians believe that Jesus is divine, 

and the Son of God, because the Bible teaches it. But what does the 

term 'Son of God' actually stand for, and what does it mean? It is 

obvious that the Bible does not speak of a god who took a wife and 

sired a son with her. Any suggestion of a physical relationship is 

unbiblical, and blasphemous. Rather we should see it as something 

above our ability to comprehend, but explained in the form of a 

metaphor. A son has the same substance as the father. The father 

loves the son, etc.    

There is abundant evidence to confirm that Jesus is divine, even 

when our minds cannot explain this. Just think of the many re-

corded miracles, beginning with his birth by a virgin, and later 

when he raised the dead, and when he himself rose from the dead 

and ascended to heaven. Think of him stilling the storm and walk-

ing on the sea, feeding thousands with some scraps of food, healing 

ever so many sick and oppressed people, to mention just a few. Last 

but not least: it is the testimony of God. 

Incidentally, the Qur'an also provides a long list of attributes that 

explicitly point to Jesus' divinity.                                                                      

Every true Christian believes God, and accepts his offer.  
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See also '38. The attributes of Jesus given in the Qur'an'  (P. 373).   

 

8. How predestination is understood in the 

Qur'an and the Bible   

In the Arabic language the words 'qadar' or 'taqdir' [same root] are 

translated as ‘predestination’.   
In a commentary of Islamic tradition (Hadith) we have this defini-

tion: 

"Taqdir means in the popular sense pre-destination, fate or des-

tiny. It means literally to make manifest the measure of a thing 

or simply to determine a measure. Another word which comes in 

this connection is Qaza, meaning pre-decree or pre-decision". 
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih  III, p. 93) 

The Qur'an teaches: 

Surah 9:51, "Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has de-

creed for us."   

Surah 6:61, "He is the Irresistible (watching) from above over His 

worshippers, and He sets guardians over you. At length, when 

death approaches one of you, our angels take his soul and they 

never fail in their duty."   

When we assume that Allah is irresistible, no choice is open to 

man. The implication of this doctrine is best described in a Hadith: 

"Sahl b.Sa'd reported it from Allah's Messenger (may peace be 

upon him) that a person (that) performs deeds like the deeds of 

the people of Paradise ... would be amongst the dwellers of Hell. 

And a person  (that) acts apparently like the people of Hell, but 

(in fact) he would be among the dwellers of Paradise. 

There was argument between Adam and Moses. Moses said to 

Adam: You are our father. You did us harm and caused us to get 
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out of Paradise. Adam said to him: You are Moses. Allah select-

ed you (for direct conversation with you) and wrote with His 

own Hand the Book (Torah) for you. Despite this you blame me 

for an act which Allah had ordained for me forty years before 

He created me. Allah's Apostle (may peace be upon him) said: 

This is how Adam came the better of Moses". (Sahih Muslim IV, p. 

1395-1396,  Hadith No. 6408-6409) 

"Abu Huraira reported Allah's Apostle (may peace be upon him) 

as saying: Verily Allah has fixed the very portion of adultery 

which a man will indulge in, and which he of necessity must 

commit.”   (Sahih Muslim IV, p. 1397, Hadith No. 6421) 

The interpretation of this last  footnote is somewhat strange:                                                                            

"Most of the persons have committed grave error in the proper 

understanding of this Hadith. They argue that if one has of ne-

cessity to commit adultery, then why an extremely severe 

punishment has been prescribed by Islam for his offense? This 

argument exposes the lack of understanding on their part. The 

simple and straight meaning of this Hadith is that just as each 

person is created as a separate entity having distinct qualities - 

physical, intellectual - of his own, in spite of his being a member 

of the human race, in the same way each person is endowed 

with a sexual lust of a certain measure, according to which he 

has his sexual yearnings from which he cannot find an es-

cape".(ibid) 

"Abu Hurairah reported that the Apostle of Allah said: Verily 

Allah pre-ordained for the son of Adam [meaning a human be-

ing] his share of fornication. That will overtake  him without 

doubt". (Mishkatu'l-Masabih III, p. 103) 

We suggest that a difference exists between adultery and natural 

sexual yearning. 

Over the years Muslim theologians have argued about the mutually ex-

cluding doctrines of freedom of choice and pre-decree. The Mutazilah [a 

former Islamic sect] argued strongly for the necessity for freedom of 

choice, if an accountability for transgression is envisaged. They reckon... 
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"… better far than all argument, the orthodox say, is the testi-

mony of the Book. 'All things have we created under a fixed 

decree' (Surah 54:49). 'God created you and that ye make' (Su-

rah 37:96). 'Some of them there were whom God guided and 

there were others decreed to err' (Surah 16:36).  (Dictionary of Is-

lam by T.P.Hughes, Premier Book House, Lahore, Pakistan, p. 473) 

(Emphases by G.N.) 

These mentioned passages are quoted from an older Qur'an transla-

tion. More recent ones preferred to change these problematic 

verses. Please compare the modern, less offensive version by Yusuf 

Ali: 

"Verily, all things have we created in proportion and meas-

ure".(Surah 54:49)                                                                   

"But Allah has created you and your handiwork!"  (Surah 37:96)                     

"Of the people were some whom Allah guided, and some on 

whom error became inevitably (established)."  (Surah 16:36) 

More about the dispute we can read in a commentary in the  

Mishkatu'l-Masabih :  

"Much intellectual blood has been spent over the question of 

pre-destination. The strong Muslim solidarity which the Prophet 

had once so laboriously cemented has been greatly weakened on 

account of bitter controversies over this question. This is be-

cause there are apparent conflicting views on the subject in the 

Qur'an and Hadis. On the one hand, the scriptures uphold the 

doctrine of freedom of will and the consequent responsibility for 

actions, and on the other they emphasize that it is only God who 

guides and misguides as He pleases and that the fate of man and 

everything was pre-determined before their creation. Among the 

former Muslims, there were two extreme schools of thought - the 

Zabariyas and the Qadriyas. The former school holds that God 

is the Creator of man's deeds whether good or bad and that man 

is entirely powerless and without responsibility in the matter. 

They contend that man has got no power to go beyond his desti-

ny or decree of God before his creation. They cite the following 

Qur'anic verses in their support - "And whomsoever Allah 
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guides, there in none that can misguide him" (Surah 39:37). "And 

if Allah afflict you with harm, then there is none to remove it but 

He and if He intends good to you, there is none to repel His 

grace" (Surah 10:107). And "with Him are the measures of the 

unseen - none knows them but He, and He knows what is in the 

land and in the sea, and there falls not a leaf but He knows it, 

nor a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor anything green or 

dry but it is all in a clear book" (Surah 6:39). "No evil befalls on 

the earth, nor on your own souls but it is in a book before We 

bring it into existence" (Surah 57:22). 

"The Qadriyas and later on the Mutazilas hold that man has got 

absolute freedom of will and the consequence responsibility of  

actions, and that if the former view is accepted, the rewards for 

various acts and punishments for sins cannot at all be ex-

plained. They cite the following verse in support of their case. 

"And whatever affliction befalls on you, it is on account of what 

your hands have wrought" (Surah 42:30). 

"The two views as above noted are diametrically opposite to 

each other, and none could find out a satisfactory solution of  

the problem. We have therefore no other alternative but to be-

lieve in predestination as well as in freedom of will with 

consequence of actions. Let us, however, try to harmonize the 

apparent conflict to some extent leaving the rest to God. This 

complexity of human character leads us to absolute faith both in 

predestination and human freedom of will. The next point is that 

the right view according to the majority of the Muslim jurists to 

our opinion is the mean [middle] between the two extreme views. 

In other words, man is neither absolutely compelled, nor abso-

lutely free".  (Mishkatu'l-Masabih  III, p. 93-95) This is indeed a 

strange 'solution'.   

The following verses of the Qur'an imply that man is responsible 

and will be punished or rewarded according to his deeds: 

Surah 21:47, "We shall set up scales of justice for the Day of 

Judgment, so that not a soul will be dealt with unjustly in the 

least."    
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Surah 7:8-9, "The balance that day will be true (to the nicety). 

Those whose scale (of good) will be heavy, will prosper. Those 

whose scale will be light, will find their souls in perdition, for 

that they wrongfully treated our signs."     

Just about every Muslims expects to be judged by his deeds, as det-

rimental  as that may be. 

 

The other perception of the Qur’an is that the will of man is abso-

lutely subjected to Allah's will. 

 

Surah 76:29-30,  "This is an admonition: whosoever will, let him 

take a (straight) path to the Lord. But ye will not, except as Al-

lah wills; for Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom."   

"He intimated to it [i.e. the soul] by inspiration its deviation from 

truth and its piety" (Surah 76:29+30 as quoted in the Mishkatu'l-Masabih  

III, p. 104), or  "By the soul and the proportion and order given to it; 

and its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right",  as incorrectly 

translated by Yusuf Ali. 

Surah 13:39, "Allah doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth."    

The following verses of the Qur'an are indeed worrisome:   

Surah 32:13, "If We had so willed, we could certainly have 

brought every soul its true guidance. But the word from me will 

come true, 'I will fill Hell with Jinns and men all together."    

Surah 14:4,  "Allah sendeth whom He will astray, and guideth 

whom He will. He is the Mighty, the Wise."     (Translation by 

Marmaduke Pickthall). 

Surah 5:18, "He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He punisheth 

whom He pleaseth."    

Whom Allah misleads cannot be guided by anyone: 

                                                                                                                             

Surah 4:88,  "Seek ye to guide him whom Allah hath sent astray? 
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He whom Allah sendeth astray, for him thou (O Muhammad) 

canst not find a road." (Translation by Marmaduke Pickthall) 

Surah 2:6 -7, "As to those who rejected faith, it is the same to 

them whether thou warn them or do not warn them; they will 

not believe. Allah hath set a seal on their hearts and on their 

hearing and on their eyes is a veil; great is the penalty they (in-

cur)."    

Allah could have made all mankind one people (ummah), but he 

leads astray - and the misled must bear the consequences. 

 

Surah 16:93,  "Had Allah willed He could have made you (all) 

one nation, but He sendeth whom He will astray and guideth 

whom He will, and ye will indeed be asked of what ye used to 

do."  (Translation by Marmaduke Pickthall) 

Surah 16:93,  “If Allah so willed He could make you all one peo-

ple: but He leaves straying whom He pleases and He guides 

whom He pleases: but ye shall certainly be called to account for 

all your actions."  (Translated by Yusuf Ali) (Emphases by G.N.) 

Pickhall translated right, Yusuf Ali, as in all similar texts, tried to be nice. 

Surah 11:118 and 119, "If thy Lord had so willed, He could have 

made mankind one people; but they will not cease to dispute. 

Except those on whom He hath bestowed His Mercy. And for 

this did He create them: and the Word of thy Lord shall be ful-

filled: 'I will fill Hell with Jinns and men together".    

Allah decrees error - though he could have guided all rightly: 

 

Surah 16:36, "For We assuredly sent amongst every People an 

apostle (with the command), 'Serve Allah and eschew Evil'. Of 

the people were some whom Allah guided, and some on whom 

error became inevitably (established). So travel through the 

earth and see what was the end of those who denied (the truth)."    
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Surah 16:37, "Allah guideth not such as He leads astray, and there 

is none to help them."    

Surah 6:149,  Say: "With Allah is the argument that reaches 

home: if it had been his will, he could indeed have guided you 

all."   

Surah 7:178-179, "Whom Allah doth guide - he is one the right 

path; whom He rejects from His guidance - such are the persons 

who perish."..."Many are the Jinns and men we have made for 

Hell; they have hearts wherewith they understand not, eyes 

wherewith they see not and ears wherewith they hear not. They 

are like cattle - nay more misguided."    

   Another Qur'an translation says: 

Surah 7:178-179, "He whom Allah leadeth, he indeed is led aright, 

while he whom Allah sendeth  astray - they indeed are losers." 

..."Already have We urged unto hell many of the Jinns and hu-

mankind, having hearts wherewith they understand not, and 

having eyes wherewith they see not, and having ears wherewith 

they hear not. These are as the cattle - nay, but they are worse! 

These are the neglectful." (Translation by Marmaduke Pickthall) 

The well known  theologian Al-Baqawi (* AD 1122), who also 

compiled the Mishkatu'l-Masabih, wrote: 

"Not only can he [Allah] do anything, he actually is the only one 

who does anything. When a man writes, it is Allah who has cre-

ated in his mind the will to write. Allah at the same time gives 

the power to write, then brings about the motion of the hand and 

the pen and the appearance upon paper. All other things are 

passive, Allah alone is active".                                                                 
('Dictionary of Islam' Pp.146-147 by Patrick Hughes) 

Predestination as it is taught in the Hadith:                                                       
People are created for paradise or hell                                                                     



306  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

Umar ibn al-Khattab said: Muslim ibn Yasar al-Juhani said: 

When Umar ibn al-Khattab was asked about the  verse "When 

your Lord took their offspring from the backs of the children of 

Adam" - al-Qa'nabi recited the verse--he said: I heard the Apos-

tle of Allah (peace be upon him) say when he was questioned 

about it: Allah  created Adam, then passed His right hand over 

his back, and brought forth from it his offspring, saying: I    

have these for Paradise and these will do the deeds of those who 

go to Paradise. He then passed His hand over his back and 

brought forth from it his offspring, saying: I have created these 

for Hell, and they will do the deeds of those who go to Hell.  A 

man asked: What is the good of doing anything, Apostle of Al-

lah?  The Apostle of Allah (peace be upon him) said: When 

Allah creates a servant for Paradise, He employs him in  doing 

the deeds of those who will go to Paradise, so that his final ac-

tion before death is one of the deeds of those who go to 

Paradise, for which He will bring him into Paradise. But when 

He creates a servant for Hell, He employs him in doing the 

deeds of those who will go to Hell, so that his final action before 

death is one of  the deeds of those who go to Hell, for which He 

will bring him into Hell.  (Sunan of Abu-Dawood, Hadith 4686) 

This is confirmed elsewhere as we saw already:                                                                               

"Abu Darda's reported that the Holy Prophet said: Allah creat-

ed Adam when He created him. Then he stroke his right 

shoulder and took out a white race as if they were seeds, and He 

stroke his left shoulder and took out a black race as if they were 

coals. Then He said to those who were in his right side: To-

wards Paradise and I don't care. He said  to those who were on 

his left shoulder: Towards Hell and I don't care".  (Mishkatu'l-

Masabih  III, p. 117) 

This is confirmed, as quoted before, by al-Bukhari:                                               

"Narrated 'Abdullah Allah's Apostle, the truthful and truly-

inspired, said, 'Each one of you collected in the womb of his 

mother for forty days, and then turns into a clot of an equal pe-

riod (of forty days) and then Allah sends an angel and orders 

him to write four things, i.e., his provision, his age, and whether 
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he will be of the wretched or the blessed (in the Hereafter). Then 

the soul is breathed into him. And by Allah, a person among you 

(or a man) may do deeds of the people of the Fire till there is 

only a cubit or an arm-breadth distance between him and the 

Fire, but then that writing (which Allah has ordered the angel to 

write) precedes, and he does the deeds of the people of Paradise 

and enters it; and a man may do the deeds of the people of Par-

adise till there is only a cubit or two between him and Paradise, 

and then that writing proceeds and he does the deeds of the 

people of the Fire and enters it".   (Al-Bukhari - "Al-Qadr" vs.  593) 

The will of man and his actions are fixed:                                                       

"Verily the Almighty and Glorious Allah finished five things for 

every man of His creation: his fixed term, his action [that is what 

he does], his resting place, his movement and his provision".  
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih  III, p. 117) 

Pre-decree overrules merit through good deeds:                                                                                                          

" Two men of the tribe of Muzaynah came to Allah's Apostle 

(peace be upon him) and said: Allah's Apostle, what is your 

opinion? That which the people do in the world and strive for, is 

something decreed for them, something preordained for them? 

And will their fate in the Hereafter be determined by the fact 

that their Prophets brought them teachings which they did not 

act upon and thus they deserve of punishment?  Thereupon, he 

said: Of course, it happens as it is decreed by Destiny and pre-

ordained for them, and this view is confirmed by this verse of 

the Book of Allah, the Exalted and Glorious: "Consider the soul 

and Him Who made it perfect, then breathed into it its sin and 

its piety"  (Surah 91:8 as quoted in the Sahih Muslim, Hadith 6406) 

 There is no assurance of forgiveness nor of eternal destiny                                                                                     

"I heard the Messenger of Allah say - Verily the Almighty and 

Glorious Allah caught one hold with His right hand and another 

with another hand, and said: This is for this, and this is for this, 

and I don't care. I don't know in which of the two holds I am".  
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih  III, p. 118) 
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"Narrated by Anas ibn Malik: Allah's Messenger (peace be upon 

him) used to say quite frequently: O Turner of the heart, keep 

me steadfast in your religion. I said: Allah's Apostle, we do af-

firm faith in you and in that which you have been sent with. 

(Despite this) you entertain fear about us. Whereupon he said: 

Yes. Verily the hearts are between two Fingers from the Fingers 

of Allah and He turns them as He likes.  (Al-Tirmidhi, Hadith 102) 

"'Say: Nothing shall ever befall upon us except what Allah has 

ordained for us'. Mujahid said 'Bifatanin, Bimudillin': You can-

not make anyone go astray except that whom Allah  has written 

for to go to Hell".  (Al-Bukhari - "Al-Qadr", Chapt. 14) 

"'Never could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah 

had guided us'.  'If only Allah had guided me, I should indeed 

have been among the pious'".                                                                                                 
(Al-Bukhari - "Al-Qadr", Chapt. 15). 

 

9. The timeline of Jesus                                                                 
The timeline of Jesus begins by implication in eternity (Micah 5:2: 

"whose origins are from of old, from ancient times". The word used 

here ['olām] means eternity, remote(est) time, or at the beginning.  

The same is indicated in:  

 Jn 1:1-4,  "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the begin-

ning with God. All things were made through him. Without him 

was not anything made that has been made. In him was life, and 

the life was the light of men…                                                          

The Word became flesh [in Jesus] and made his dwelling among 

us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth." 

 Jn 17:5  [Jesus prayed]: "And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory I had with you before the world began." 

 Col 1:15-17,  [Christ] "is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in 
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the heavens and on the earth, things visible and things invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all 

things have been created through him, and for him. He is before 

all things, and in him all things are held together." 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem near Jerusalem in B.C. 6 to the virgin 

Mary. Israel at that time had been subjugated and was governed by 

the Roman Empire. The Jews were opposed to that rule, but had to 

submit to it. Jesus lived with his mother and 'official' father in Naz-

areth until he began preaching at 30 years of age. For the next 3 

years he travelled throughout Israel. Many people followed him and 

his teaching, when they witnessed unheard-of miracles. Also many 

people were healed from various diseases, and several who had 

died were raised to life again, as the Gospel records. Jesus was not 

accepted as the Jewish Messiah  and the Son of God by the Jewish 

authority.   

He selected 12 disciples and named them Apostles [one sent forth]. 

The Jewish religious leadership feared to become sidelined by Je-

sus, and met him with increasing hostility, which eventually led to 

his arrest and subsequent death by crucifixion (both hands and feet 

were nailed to a wooden cross until death occurred). Jesus rose 

again from his burying place on the third day, and appeared to 

many. After forty days "he was taken up before their very eyes, and 

a cloud hid him from their sight." (Acts 1:9)  

The Gospel spread far and wide, initially through the witness of the 

Gospel through the Apostles, of whom ten were executed by the 

Roman administration. Those who were 'called out' and followed 

Jesus in earnest, made up the 'Church', which expanded tremen-

dously in the 300 years after the crucifixion. Thereafter Christianity 

became the official religion in the Roman Empire, and deviated 

from the Gospel and "the first love". Over the Centuries the church 

inevitably became institutionalized. Many an effort to return to the 

original Gospel failed to reform the churches and led to the forming 

of new denominations. But at all times the 'true church', the 'little 

flock' as Jesus called them, was and is alive, within and outside in-
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stituted churches, though at times under persecution, like today in 

many places.  

 

10. The Kingdom of God and the Church                             

The names  'Kingdom of God' or the 'Kingdom of Christ' (which 

are interchangeable) in the Gospel, refers to the realm where Jesus 

is King, be it in individual believers, or church congregations. Jesus 

stated: 'My kingdom is not of this world. If  it were, my servants 

would fight' (Jn.18:36).  Because the Kingdom of God is a spiritual 

Kingdom, it is also called the 'Kingdom of Heaven'. Citizens of this 

Kingdom are the sum all those who consciously and honestly fol-

low Jesus and what his Word says. They have received pardon for 

their sins. By that token they are part of the Church, which may 

rightly be called the earthly branch of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 

observant reader will have understood that not every church mem-

ber is by that token a Christian, neither every congregation part of 

the Church. Jesus said: 

Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free." (Jn.8:31-32) 
 

 Jesus said, "Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. 
My Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them.                                                                       
Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching."  
(Joh 14:23-24)   

In the original Greek New Testament the word for 'church' is 

'ecclesia', meaning the sum of all Christian believers. Three biblical 

allegories depicts this beautifully: 

1 Pet 2:4-5,  [Come] "to him [Jesus], a living stone, rejected in-

deed by men, but chosen by God, precious. You also, as living 

stones, are built up as a spiritual house …" [i.e. the Church, the 

sum of all believers]." 
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Eph 2:17-22,  "He came and preached peace to you who were 

far off [Gentiles] and to those who were near [Jews]. For 

through him we both have our access in one Spirit to [God] the 

Father. So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 

you are fellow citizens with the saints [believers], and of the 

household of God, being built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief cornerstone; 

in whom the whole building, fitted together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together for a 

habitation of God in the Spirit." 

 

2 Cor 6:16,   "…you are a temple of the living God. Even as 

God said, 'I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 

their God, and they will be my people."
 
 

Eph 5:1-5, "Be … imitators of God, as beloved children. Walk 

in love, even as Christ also loved you, and gave himself up for 

us, an offering and a sacrifice to God ... But sexual immorality, 

and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not even be men-

tioned among you… nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor 

jesting, which are not appropriate; but rather giving of thanks. 

Know this for sure, that no sexually immoral person, nor un-

clean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any 

inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and God."  

                                                                                                  

11. 'Justification by grace'                                                                                                   
God never justified sin, for it is an affront to God: "Your eyes are 
too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing" 
(Hab. 1:13).  God justifies people. Justification in the Biblical sense 

is Gods act to make us righteous in his sight. Grace is essentially a 

gift. It cannot be earned. It is the loving offer God extends to all 

who genuinely seek to turn from an egocentric life style to live a 

life devoted to him, and in agreement with him.   

 



312  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

12. Who is a true Christian?                                                         
Christians are not, as it is assumed by many, 'born' as a Christians, 

for nobody is born a believer. Neither church-membership, nor any 

kind of ritual makes anyone a Christian believer. It is personal faith 

in Jesus, and the grateful personal acceptance by faith of the salva-

tion that he alone can offer. A deep devotion and love for Jesus 

prompts the Christian to follow him, honor him, with the desire to 

become more and more like him. A Christian is not perfect, as we 

already observed, but he is forgiven. 

Phil. 3:11-14,  "Not as though I had already attained, either were 

already perfect (KJV), but I press on to take hold of that for 

which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  

Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 

hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 

the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Je-

sus."  

                                                                                                                                      

The bench-mark of the 'law of Christ' is:  

 Mat 22:37-39,  "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and 

greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your 

neighbor as yourself.'  

1Pe 2:11-12, "I urge you...to abstain from sinful desires, which 

wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pa-

gans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 

your good deeds and glorify God...".  

If we look at it realistically, we have to conclude that when Chris-

tians at any time used physical force for religious ends, be they 

confessional wars like the one in Northern Ireland, the Crusades, 

the Inquisition, or the Conquistadores in South America, they did 

so against the clear teaching of Jesus and the New Testament. The  

propagation of the Christian faith by the proverbial sword is anti-

Christian. 
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13. 'The former Books'                                                               
Repeated references in the Qur'an refer to 'former books'. Invaria-

bly these point to portions of the Bible, that is the Taurat, the 

Zabur, and the Injil (the five books of Moses, the Psalms, and the 

Gospel), but also the writings of biblical prophets. When we read 

that those in doubt should "ask those who have been reading the 

book from before thee: the truth hath indeed come to thee from thy 

Lord", then this refers to one book, and that is the Bible. But the 

wider context of the Qur'an by implication points to only one holy 

book in existence.                                                                                                                            

Surah 46:12,  "And before this, was the book of Moses as a 

guide and a mercy: and this book [the Qur'an] confirms (it) in 

the Arabic tongue; to admonish the unjust, and as glad tidings 

to those who do right." (Emphasis by G.N.) 

This is the 'Mother of the Book' (Surah 43:4), and that is preserved 

in heaven, from which it was revealed repeatedly. Whether this 

happened as  a whole or in part is not indicated. What it says, how-

ever, is that it was formerly sent by Allah to the 'Children of Israel', 

at a later date to Jesus, and last of all to the Arabs as the Qur'an. It 

is quite clear that when the Qur'an speaks of the Book, it mean the 

'Mother of the Book', which was revealed to the people of old (Jews 

and Christians), and later in Arabic to the Arabs: Surahs 6:91-92, 

6:154-155, and 32:23. 

Perhaps it should be corrected that Jesus never received a book. In 

the Gospel we read:  

Jn 1:1-5 and 14,  "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. He [!] was with God in 

the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him      

nothing was made that has been made.  

"In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it...  



314  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 

have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth."                                              

The Word that became 'flesh' was Jesus. He is the Word (see also 

Surah 4:171), and by that token God's communication with man. 

That the 'former book' (not books!) was referred to as being existent 

in the Qur'an is insinuated when doubters are encouraged to enquire 

about it from the 'People of the Book'. This fact makes it extremely 

difficult to maintain the challenge that the Bible has been falsified, 

for it was changed as little before the time of the Qur'an as after-

wards.   

                                                                                                   

14. How the Qur'an was revealed to Muhammad                                                                
The Prophet Isaiah was told by God: 

Isa 55:7-9, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are my ways higher than your thoughts".                                       

None of us will question that. But how can one be sure whether  

words, or a message, are really coming from God? History is dense 

with men and women claiming to be prophets sent by God. How 

can one distinguish between a true and a false prophet? While the 

Qur'an mentions false prophets, it does not tell us how to detect 

them. In the Bible we find  distinct guidelines for this. We are, in 

fact, requested not to  "believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone 

out into the world" (1. Jn 4:1).  It is important to God that we are not 

led astray.  

By inspiration of God, Moses has given us more explicit direction: 

Deut 18:19, "I myself will call to account anyone who does not 

listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name. But a 

prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 



315 
 

 

commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, 

is to be put to death."    

Deut  18:21-22,  "You may say to yourselves, "How can we 

know when a message has not been spoken by the LORD? If 

what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not 

take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not 

spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be 

alarmed."  

Similar passages confirm this. That is also why the Bible abounds 

with prophecies (said to number over 700). Some are referring to 

the end of time and are not yet fulfilled. The bulk of them have 

been. Therefore we can easily test whether or not they were actual-

ly fulfilled. That is the proof of trustworthiness.   

Let us now look at how Muhammad received his messages, the 

ayas of the Qur'an: 

"Al-Harith ibn Hisham asked the messenger of Allah, may Allah 

bless him and grant him peace, ‘How does the revelation come 

to you?’ and the messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and 

grant him peace, said, ‘Sometimes it comes to me like the ring-

ing of a bell, and that is the hardest for me, and when it leaves 

me I remember what it has said. And sometimes the angel ap-

pears to me in the likeness of a man and talks to me and I 

remember what he says. Aisha added, ‘I saw it coming down on 

him on an intensely cold day, and when it had left him his fore-

head was dripping with sweat."                                                                                               
(Malik’s Muwatta 15, No 4.7) 

"…he saw prophetic dreams and heard unseen voices and calls. 

Before he received the first revelation, he took himself in com-

plete seclusion to the Mount of Light (Hira) and there applied 

himself in ardent divine service which consisted only of deep 

meditation."   (Mishkatu'l-Masabih Vol. 4, p. 354 - Commentary) 

"Obadah-b-Swamet reported that when a revelation came unto 

the prophet, he used to become greatly perturbed and his face 
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became changed."                                                                
(Mishkatu'l- Masabih,  Vol. 4, p. 359) 

The Hadith collector Muslim  relates the following Tradition: 

"Whenever Inspiration was sent down upon him, the prophet 

grew troubled thereat, and his countenance changed". 

(Mishkatu'l-Masabih P. 514) 

A man came to the prophet (peace be upon him). He said: 

"Apostle of Allah, what do you command me to do while per-

forming my Umrah. In the meantime, Allah, the Exalted, sent a 

revelation to the prophet (peace be upon him). When he (the 

prophet) came to himself gradually, he asked: Where is the man 

who asked about Umrah? (When the man came) he (the proph-

et) said: Wash the perfume which is on you, ... take off the tunic, 

then do in your Umrah as you do in your hajj."                                                                               
(Abu-Dawood 10, No 1815) 

What appears indeed strange to us was the mode in which the 

source of revelation was determined:  

"Ismail b. Abu Hakim, a freedman of the family of al-Zubayr, 

told me on Khadija’s authority that she said to the apostle of 

god, ‘O son of my uncle [that was Muhammad, who was a     

nephew of his first wife Khadijah], are you able to tell me about 

your visitant, when he comes to you?’ He replied that he could, 

and she asked him to tell her when he came. So when Gabriel 

came to him;, as he was wont, the apostle said to Khadija, ‘This 

is Gabriel who has just come to me’. ‘Get up, O son of my un-

cle’, she said, ‘and sit by my left thigh’. The apostle did so, and 

she said, ‘Can you see him?’ ‘Yes’, he said. She said, ‘Then run 

round and sit on my right thigh’. He did so , and she said, ‘Can 

you see him?’ when he said that he could she asked him to move 

and sit in her lap. When he had done this she again asked if he 

could see him, and when he said yes, she disclosed her form and 

cast aside her veil while the apostle was sitting in her lap. Then 

she said, ‘Can you see him?’ And he replied, ‘No’. She said, ‘O 
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son of my uncle, rejoice and be of good heart, by God he is an 

angel and not a satin’. 

"I told Abdullah b. Hasan this story and he said, ‘I heard my 

mother Fatima, daughter of Husayn, talking about this tradition 

from Khadija, but as I heard it she made the apostle of God 

come inside her shift (cloak). Aisha reported that Sauda  (Allah 

be pleased with her), went out (in the fields) in order to answer 

the call of nature [to relieve herself] even after the time when 

veil had been prescribed for women. She had been a bulky lady, 

significant in height amongst the women, and she could not con-

ceal herself from him who had known her. Umar B. Khattab saw 

her and said: 'Sauda, by Allah, you cannot conceal from us. 

Therefore, be careful when you go out'. She (Aisha) said: She 

turned back. 

"Allah’s messenger (may peace be upon him) was at that time in 

my house having his evening meal and there was a bone in his 

hand. She (Sauda) came and said: Allah’s messenger, I went out 

and Umar said to me so and so. She (Aisha) reported: There 

came the revelation to him and then it was over; the bone was 

then in his hand and he had not thrown it and he said: ‘Permis-

sion has been granted to you that you may go out for your 

needs’."                                                                                                                     
(Sahih Muslim Vol. 3, p. 1186, No 5395) 

"Narrated Aisha, Ummul Mu’minin: “The Apostle of Allah 

(peace be upon him) was using the tooth-stick, when two men, 

one older than the other, were with him. A revelation came to 

him about the merit of using the tooth-stick. He was asked to 

show proper respect and give it to the elder of the two."                                                                    
(Abu-Dawood Vol. 1, No 50) 

"Until the prophet felt grief about what [of his message] has 

reached us, such a grief that he went out several mornings in 

that mood, so that he might destroy himself from the midst of the 

hills. Whenever he ascended on the summit of a hill in order to 

cast himself down therefrom."                                                                                                
(al-Bukhari, Hadith, 9.111, also Mishkatu'l-Masabih Vol. 4, p. 358) 
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Regarding the accurasy of the recording of the revelation, we also 

have to consider the following: 

"A curious story is told about 'Abd-Allah ibn-Abi-Sarh. While 

Mohammed was dictating to him the passage beginning with Su-

rah 23:12, he was carried away by wonder at this description of 

the creation of man; and, when Mohammed paused after the 

words 'another creature', exclaimed: 'Blessed be God, the best 

of creators'. Mohammed accepted this as the continuation of the 

revelation and told him to write it down. This aroused doubt, 

however, in ibn-Abi-Sarh, and later he gave up Islam and re-

turned to Mecca; at the conquest of Mecca he was one of those 

prescribed [to be killed], but was pardoned on the intercession of 

Uthman".                                                                                                       
("Introduction to the Qur'an" by R. Bell, p. 37 - quoted from al-

Baidawi's and Zamaksharis's commentaries). 

"The canonical traditionists report that Surah 4:95 was dictated 

by the prophet to his amanuensis [secretary] Zayd thus: 'Those 

believers, who sit at home, are not equal to those who fight in 

the way of God with their goods and their persons'. A blind man 

was present and heard the words. He immediately interjected 

that were he as other men, he would certainly fight; whereupon 

the prophet interposed the words: 'except those who suffer from 

a grave impediment' which stand in the text today'".                                              
("Islam" by A. Guillaume, p. 191; see also al-Bukhari, Hadith 6.118) 

Perhaps it should be mentioned here that Western academics may 

be emotionally detached from their topics of expertise, but are as a 

rule honest in their research and reporting. 

Everyone acquainted with the realm of the occult will easily be able 

to detect the source of these revelations. 

 

15. Changes were made to the text of the Qur'an  
The well-known theologian and Qur'an commentator Jalalu'd-Din 

as-Sayuti (*1445 in Cairo) in his commentary 'itqan' produced a list 
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of 20 verses that had been abrogated (removed from the Qur'an) 

and replaced by others, which all commentators confirmed. They 

are called 'mansukh' verses. The interpolations used instead of the 

original [replacements] are named 'nasikh' verses.  He stipulated, 

however, that in all there were up to 500 abrogated passages. Is it 

thinkable that a divine text whose original is written on eternal tab-

lets in heaven, and from there taken by an angel to a prophet, needs 

correction or replacement within a period of 20 years?  

The generally confirmed changes affected matters of Jihad, inher-

itance, the Qibla, retaliation in cases of crime, night prayers, 

punishment for adulteresses, and so on. 

What is hard to accept is how this doctrine is brought to an agree-

ment that reds: 

Surah 10:64,  "No change can there be in the words of Allah", 

Surah 6:34, "There is none that can alter the words of Allah". 

 

16. 'The Satanic verses'      
It is well established that the central place of worship in Islam, the 

Ka’ba of Mecca, used to be the centre of idol worship. A Ka’ba (= 

cube), called ‘baithu’llah’ (house of Allah) not only existed in 

Mecca, but also in Nejran and Syria. 

Look up '3. Is Jesus One of the 'Partners' of Allah? in appendix (Page 312),   

 “The Quraysh [an Arabic tribe in Mecca] were wont to circum-

ambulate the Ka'ba and say: ‘By Allat and al-Uzza, and Manat, 

the third idol besides, verily  they are the most exalted females 

(Arabic: gharanic = numidian cranes) whose intercession is 

approved  (or to be sought)’ (Surah 53:19-20). They were also 

called ‘the Daughters of Allah’ and were supposed to intercede 

before Allah [the chief deity]”.  

(at-Tabari: “Jami’al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an” vol.27, pp.34-

36, and “Kitab al-Asnam” by Ibn al-Kalbi). 
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Muhammad and his at first few followers faced ridicule and opposi-

tion from the predominantly pagan population. Eighty of his  

followers at that time migrated to Ethiopia to escape this persecu-

tion.  The Negus (Emperor) there granted them permission to stay, 

assuming them to be a Christian sect.  

 

The Qur'an commentator and historian at-Tabari (AD 838–923) 

reported of this event:    

“Ibn Hamid told me that Salama said M.B.Ishaq told him from 

Yazid b.Ziyad of Medina from M.B.Ka’b al-Qurazi:’When the 

apostle saw that his people turned their backs on him and he 

was pained by their estrangement from what he brought them 

from Allah he longed that there should be to him from Allah a 

message that would reconcile his people to him. Because of his 

love for his people and his anxiety over them it would delight 

him if the obstacle that made his task so difficult could be re-

moved; so that he meditated on the project and longed for it and 

it was dear to him. Then Allah sent down ‘By the star when it 

sets your comrade errs not and is not deceived, he speaks not 

from his own desire’, and when he reached His words ‘Have 

you thought of al-Lat and al-Uzza and Manat the third, the oth-

er’, Satan, when he was meditating upon it, and desiring to 

bring it (i.e. reconciliation) to his people, put upon his tongue 

‘these are the exalted Gharaniq whose intercession is ap-

proved’. When Quraysh heard that, they were delighted and 

greatly pleased at the way in which he spoke of their gods and 

they listened to him while the believers were holding that what 

their prophet brought them from their Lord was true, not sus-

pecting a mistake or a vain desire or a slip, and when he 

reached the prostration and the end of the Surah in which he 

prostrated himself the Muslims prostrated themselves when their 

prophet prostrated confirming what he brought and obeying his 

command, and the polytheists of Quraysh and others who were 

in the mosque prostrated when they heard the mention of their 

gods, so that everyone in the mosque believer and unbeliever 

prostrated... Then the people dispersed and Quraysh went out, 

delighted at what had been said about their gods, saying, ‘Mu-
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hammad has spoken of our gods in splendid fashion. He alleged 

in what he read that they are the exalted Gharaniq whose inter-

cession is approved. That ended the hostilities of the pagans 

toward the Muslims.'" 

It is of considerable significance that, after a rather fruitless time of 

Muhammad’s attempt to be accepted as a prophet in Mecca, the 

above quoted passage was revealed. This led to a wide acceptance 

of Muhammad as a prophet in his home town. The news of this 

reached the group of  emigrants, who had gone to Ethiopia - and  

they subsequently returned.  

 

Around that time “Gabriel came to the apostle and said, ‘What 

have you done, Muhammad? You have read to these people 

something I did not bring you from Allah and you have said 

what He did not say to you. The apostle was bitterly grieved and 

was greatly in fear of Allah. So Allah sent down (a revelation), 

for He was merciful to him, comforting him and making light of 

the affair and telling him that every prophet and apostle before 

him desired as he desired and wanted what he wanted and Satan 

interjected something into his desires as he has on his tongue. 

So Allah annulled what Satan has suggested and Allah estab-

lished His verses i.e. you are just like the prophets and apostles. 

Then Allah sent down: ‘We have not sent a prophet or apostle 

before you but when he longed Satan cast suggestions into his 

longing. But Allah will annul what Satan has suggested. Then 

Allah will establish his verses, Allah being knowing and wise’. 

Thus Allah relieved his prophet’s grief, and made him feel safe 

from his fears and annulled what Satan has suggested in the 

words used above about their gods by his revelation ‘Are yours 

the males and His the females? That were indeed an unfair divi-

sion’ (i.e. most unjust); ‘they are nothing but names which your 

fathers gave them’ as far as the words ‘to whom he pleases and 

accepts’, i.e. how can the intercession of their gods avail with 

Him?” [ibid] 

                                                                                                                                          

It must be added here, however, that according to Islamic tradition 

the last part of the verse (‘whose intercession is to be sought’) was 
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inspired by Satan, and not by Allah, and was later abrogated and 

replaced by:  

 

“What! For you the male sex, and for Him, the female? Behold, 

such would be a division most unfair. These are nothing but 

names which ye have devised...”  

(Siratu’l Rasool  vs 239, Ibn Sa’d,  p. 236,  at-Tabari  p.1192). 

This text is now found in the Qur’an. 

 

When the part of this offensive verse was withdrawn, Muhammad 

faced renewed pressure from the pagans, which resulted in the Heg-

ira, his flight to Medina.  

These verses became well known through the book ‘The Satanic 

Verses’ by Salman Rushdie. It must be said that the content of this 

book is as repulsive to Christians as to Muslims 

  

 

17.  War and peace according to the Qur'an   

Islam holds a decidedly different world-view to that of the Bible. 

Allah is the Lord of the World, and all people in it are obliged to 

submit to his will and be ruled in the way of the Shariah. That is, 

graphically expressed, the very fabric of Islam, where 'fighting in 

the way of Allah' is an obligation. That is clearly evident in the way 

the Prophet of Islam acted, be it in the many battles he fought, or in 

his attitude toward those who did not submit to Islam.  

According to the Qur'an Muslims were and are obliged to fight 

non-Muslims in Jihad in order to eventually subject all mankind to 

the rule of Allah. Pagans or infidels that had been defeated in battle 

had the choice to convert to Islam - or be killed. However, Jews 

and Christians needed not to be converted by force. Under the rule 

of Islam they could practise their religion, but were classified as 

'Zimmies', meaning 'protected'. A 'Jizyah' tax was exacted from 

them for such protection.                                                                                               
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AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  IIssllaamm  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  ttwwoo  ppaarrttss,,  tthhee  ''DDhhaarr--uull  IIssllaamm''  

aanndd  tthhee  ''DDhhaarr--uull  HHaarrbb'',,  the territory of Islam, and the territory of war. It is 

incumbent upon Muslims to fight in the way of Allah until the territory of 

war eventually becomes the territory of Islam, where all will be under the 

shariah law and therewith under Allah's rule.    

Jihad, by this understanding, is nothing less than a religious duty. 

While it is true that in today's situation a large number of Muslims 

have neither the inclination nor the wish to go to war, these are not 

considered true Muslims:  

Surah 9: 86-88,  "When a Surah comes down, enjoining them to 

believe in Allah and to strive and fight along with His messen-

ger, those with wealth and influence among them ask thee for 

exemption, and say: "Leave us (behind): we would be with those 

who sit (at home)." They prefer to be with (the women), who 

remain behind (at home): their hearts are sealed and so they un-

derstand not. But the messenger, and those who believe with 

him, strive and fight with their wealth and their persons: for 

them are (all) good things: and it is they who will prosper."                              

Surah 47: 20,  "Those who believe say, why is not a Surah sent 

down (for us)? But when a Surah of basic or categorical mean-

ing is revealed, and fighting is mentioned therein, thou wilt see 

those in whose hearts is a disease looking at thee with a look of 

one in swoon at the approach of death."                                                                                      

Rather, those who in these days are considered to be fanatics, ji-

hadists, or terrorists, are the true Muslims, for they act the way the 

Qur'an prescribes it. 

Surah 9:29,  "Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last 

Day. Nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Al-

lah and His Apostle, nor acknowledge the Religion of Truth 

(even if they are) of the People of the Book. Until they pay the 

Jizya with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued."                          

Surah 47:4,  "Therefore, when ye meet the unbelievers (in fight), 

smite at their necks; at length, when ye have thoroughly sub-

dued them, bind a bond firmly (on them); thereafter (is the time 
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for) either generosity or ransom: until the war lays down its bur-

dens. thus (are ye commanded): but if it has been Allah's will he 

could certainly have exacted retribution from them (himself). 

But (He lets you fight) in order to test you."                                                                               

Surah 8:38-39,   "Say to the Unbelievers, if (now) they desist 

(from unbelief), their past would be forgiven them; but if they 

persist, the punishment of those before them is already (a matter 

of warning for them). And fight them on until there is no more 

tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and Faith in Allah 

altogether and everywhere; but if they cease, verily Allah doth 

see all that they do."                                                                                                                

Surah 2:216-217,   "Fighting is prescribed for you, and ye dislike 

it. But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, 

and that ye love a thing which is bad for you. But Allah 

knoweth, and ye know not. They ask thee concerning fighting in 

the prohibited month. Say: fighting therein is a grave (offence); 

but graver is it in the sight of Allah to prevent access to the sa-

cred mosque, and drive out its members. Tumult and oppression 

are worse than slaughter. Nor will they cease fighting you until 

they turn you back from your Faith if they can."                                                                             

Surah 9:5,   "But when the forbidden months are past, then fight 

and slay the pagans wherever ye find them, and seize them, be-

leaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of 

war); but if they repent, and establish regular Prayers and prac-

tice regular Charity [that is if they convert to Islam], then open the 

way for them: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."                                    

SSuurraahh  6611::99,,    "It is He Who has sent His Apostle with guidance 

and the Religion of Truth that he may proclaim it over all reli-

gion, even though the Pagans may detest (it)".                                                                            

The Hadith corroborates this: 

"The Messenger of Allah says: I have been commanded to fight 

against people till they testify the fact that there is no god but 

Allah, and believe in me [Muhammad](that) I am the messenger 
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(from the Lord) and in all that I have brought".                                                                             
(Sahih Muslim I, p. 17) 

"One of the most urgent duties enjoined by Muhammad upon the 

Muslim or true believer, was the Jihad fi Sabili 'llahi, or exer-

tion in the road of God, i.e. warfare for the spread of Islam, 

amongst the infidels within and without Arabia [Jihad]; thus the 

whole world came to be regarded as divided into two great por-

tions, the Daru 'l-Harb and Daru 'l-Islam - the territories of 

War and the territories of Peace [actually it should read 'Islam', or 

'submission']. These two divisions, one of which represented the 

land of infidelity and darkness, the other that of light arid faiths, 

were supposed to be in a continual state of open or latent bel-

ligerency, until the Daru 'l-Islam should have absorbed the 

Daru 'l-Harb and faith conquered unbelief."                                                                                            

(Dictionary of Islam, T.P. Hughes 1885, publ. by Sh. Muham-

mad Khalil, Lahore) 

 Jihad had more functions than one:                                                                                           

"After the battle of Badr, the verse dealing with the booties was 

first revealed. The verse introduced the rule for the first time 

that the spoils of war would be the property of the soldiers who 

actually take part in the battle. Previously it  went either to the 

coffers of the victorious king or commander even though he did 

not join in the actual fight. That is one of the reasons why the 

soldiers of Islam fought tooth and nail. They would get Paradise 

in case of death in a holy war, and booties in case of conquest, 

Jihad is therefore the best source of all acquisitions".                                       
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih, commentary,  II, p. 406) 

"Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah said: To 

whichever village you go and settle therein, there is your share 

therein, and whichever village disobeys Allah and His Messen-

ger, its one-fifth is for Allah and His Messenger, and the 

remainder is for you".                                                                                                                         
(Mishkatu' l-Masabih   II, p. 412) 
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"This is the best method of earning both spiritual and temporal. 

If victory is won, there is enormous booty and conquest of a 

country which cannot be equaled to any other source of earning. 

If there is defeat or death, there is ever-lasting Paradise and a 

great spiritual benefit. This sort of Jihad is conditional upon 

pure motive i.e. for establishing the kingdom of Allah on earth".                           
(Mishkat'ul Masabih, commentary,   II, p. 253) 

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  tthhee  JJeewwss                                                                                                                             
"The apostle said, 'Kill any Jew that falls into your power'. 

Thereupon Muhayyisa b.Mas'lud leapt upon Ibn Sunayna, a 

Jewish merchant with whom they had social and business rela-

tions, and killed him. Huwayyisa was not a Muslim at the time 

though he was the elder brother. When Muhayyisa killed him 

Huwalyyisa began to beat him, saying, 'You enemy of God, did 

you kill him when much of the fat on your belly comes from his 

wealth?' Muhayyisa answered, 'Had the one who ordered me to 

kill him ordered me to kill you I would have cut your head off'".                           
(Siratu'l Rasul, vs. 554) 

"It has been narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira who said: 

We were (sitting) in the mosque [in Medina] when the Messenger 

of Allah (may peace be upon him) came to us and said: (Let us) 

go to the Jews. We went out with him until we came to them. The 

Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) stood up and 

called out to them (saying): O ye assembly of Jews, accept Islam 

(and) you will be safe. They said: Abu'l-Qasim  [which was Mu-

hammad's 'normal'  name], you have communicated (God's 

Message to us). The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon 

him) said: I want this (i.e. you should admit that God's Message 

has been communicated to you), accept Islam and you would be 

safe. They said: Abu'l-Qasim, you have communicated (Allah's 

Message). The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) 

said: I want this ... He said to them (the same words) the third 

time (and on getting the same reply) he added: You should know 

that the earth belongs to Allah and His Apostle, and I wish that I 

should expel you from this land. Those of you who have any 

property with them should sell it, otherwise they should know 
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that the earth belongs to Allah and His Apostle (and they may 

have to go away leaving everything behind)".                                                    

(Sahih Muslim, Hadith  4363) 

Four Jewish tribes lived in Medina. They had settled there after all 

Jews had been expelled from Israel after their defeat following the 

uprising against Rome in A.D.77. They were the Banu [tribe] 

Qaynuqa, the Banu Nadir, the Banu Qurayza, and the Banu Haritha. 

Muhammad (in A.D.22) had been invited by the various ethnic 

groups of Medina as an arbitrator to mediate between these mutual-

ly hostile clans. He moved there to stay. Soon the few Muslims in 

Mecca followed him, and together they became the leading  faction 

there. The Jews had resisted conversion attempts by the Prophet of 

Islam, which contributed to tensions:   

"It has been narrated on the authority of Ibn Umar that the Jews 

of Banu Nadir and Banu Quraiza fought against the Messenger 

of Allah (may peace be upon him) who expelled Banu Nadir, and 

allowed Quraiza to stay on, and granted favour to them until 

they too fought against him. Then he killed their men and dis-

tributed their women, children and properties among the 

Muslims, except that some of them had turned to the Messenger 

of Allah (may peace be upon him) who granted them security. 

They embraced Islam. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be 

upon him) turned out all the Jews of Medina, Banu Qainuqa 

(the tribe of Abdullah b.Salam) and the Jews of Banu Haritha 

and every other Jew who was in Medina".                                                                                                
(Sahih Muslim Vol. III, pp. 963-965, vss. 4363-4364 and 4366) 

It needs to be said that initially the Jews of Medina were not mili-

tant toward Muhammad and his followers, though they resisted his 

call to accept Islam. However, soon the Banu Qainuqa were ex-

pelled from Medina, because one of their members had offended the 

Muslims  by tearing the dress of a woman in public. The Banu 

Qurayza were somewhat reluctant allies of the Muslims when Me-

dina was attacked by the pagan army of Mecca [Battle of the Ditch]. 

The short siege was ended when a sand storm caused the retreat of 

the Meccans. Immediately thereafter the Qurayza were accused of 

having had secret consultations with the enemies, which is denied 
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in Hadith 1769 of the Sahih Muslim and 22823 of the Musnad Ah-

mad. This led to the beheading of the between 400 and 900 men of 

that tribe. Different sources quoted different numbers.   

"Then the apostle divided the property, wives, and children of 

B.Qurayza among the Muslims. The apostle had chosen one of 

their women for himself, Rayhana d.Amr b.Khunafa, one of the 

women of B.Amr b.Qurayza, and she remained with him until 

she died, in his power [slave/concubine]. The apostle had pro-

posed to marry her and put the veil on her, but she said: 'Nay, 

leave me in your power, for that will be easier for me and for 

you'. So he left her".                                                                                                       
(Siratu'l Rasul vss. 690, 691 and 693) 

"Then God revealed the verse: 'It is not befitting for a prophet 

that he should take prisoners until the force of the disbelievers 

has been crushed ...' to the end of the verse: 'so eat ye the spoils 

of war, (it is) lawful and pure. So Allah made booty lawful for 

them"  (Surah 8:67  as quoted by the  Sahih Muslim, p. 962) 

The Banu Qaynuqa, when later expelled from Medina, found ref-

uge in an oasis named Khaibar, where they were routed by the 

Muslim army a little later. There… 

"…the Jews were allowed to stay at Khaibar on condition that 

they would pay half the produce of their lands to the Holy 

Prophet and in addition to Jizya tax".                                                                         
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih  II, p. 455 - footnote) 

They had become Zimmies (dhimmies).  That are non-Muslims who 

live under a Muslim government. This status was only granted to 

Jews, Christians, or Sabeans. They were obliged to pay a capita-

tion-tax that entitled them to security of their persons and property 

in a Muslim country. 

Assassinations of personal enemies                                                                           
Muhammad's life and action caused different reactions in people. 

Many loved him, others feared and disliked him, questioned him, 

mocked him, and even turned to be his enemies.    
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Historic records tell us about assassinations, to use a modern term. 

Hardly any of them was punished for a crime as such, but rather for 

denigrating Muhammad or his companions. There were Nadhr and 

Ocbar [Dictionary of Islam, T.P. Hughes 1885, publ. by Sh. Muhammad 

Khalil, Lahore], two prisoners taken when the Muslims raided a 

Meccan trading caravan at Badr. They were beheaded.  ʻAṣmāʼ bint 

Marwān [Siratul Nabi, vs. 996], a woman who had tried to ridicule 

Muhammad, was another case. Ka'b ibn Ashraf [Sahih Muslim, 

vol.III, pp.990-991] who was deeply upset about the raid at Badr, and 

had written satiric verse about Muhammad met the same fate, so 

did Abu Rafe [Mishkatu'l-Masabih vol IV, p. 404]. It would exceed the 

space of this script to provide more detail. May just two instances 

stand for the others: 

"'Aṣmāʼ bint Marwān was upset when Muhammad had Abu 

Afaq killed. In response she tried to instigate her tribes-people 

against the Prophet of Islam when writing:                                                                           

 "You obey a stranger who is none of yours,  

 One not of Murad or Madhhij.   

 Do you expect good from him after the killing of your 

 chiefs like a hungry man waiting for a cook's broth? 

 Is there no man of pride who would attack him by surprise 

 And cut off the hopes of those who expect aught from 

 him?" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  
"When the apostle heard what she had said he said, 'Who will 

rid me of Marwan's daughter? Umayr B.Adiy al-Khatmi who 

was with him heard him, and that very night he went to her 

house and killed her. In the morning he came to the apostle and 

told him what he had done and he said, 'You have helped God 

and His apostle, O Umayr!'. When he asked if he would have to 

bear any evil consequences the apostle said, 'Two goats won't 

butt their heads about her', so Umayr went back to his people".  
((SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  , vs. 996) 

“Allah's Apostle sent some men from the Ansar to (kill) Abu 

Rafi, the Jew, and appointed 'Abdullah bin Atik as their leader. 
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Abu Rafi used to hurt Allah's Apostle and help his enemies 

against him." [The story then tells, how this was done]:   

I … hit him with the sword, and because of my perplexity, I 

could not kill him. He cried loudly, and I came out of the house 

and waited for a while, and then went to him again and said, 

'What is this voice, O Abu Rafi?' He said, 'Woe to your mother! 

A man in my house has hit me with a sword!' I again hit him se-

verely but I did not kill him. Then I drove the point of the sword 

into his belly (and pressed it through) till it touched his back, 

and I realized that I have killed him. I then opened the doors 

one by one till I reached the staircase, and thinking that I had 

reached the ground, I stepped out and fell down and got my leg 

broken in a moonlit night. I tied my leg with a turban and pro-

ceeded on till I sat at the gate, and said, 'I will not go out 

tonight till I know that I have killed him.' So, when (early in the 

morning) the cock crowed, the announcer of the casualty stood 

on the wall saying, 'I announce the death of Abu Rafi, the mer-

chant of Hijaz. Thereupon I went to my companions and said, 

'Let us save ourselves, for Allah has killed Abu Rafi,' So I (along 

with my companions proceeded and) went to the Prophet and 

described the whole story to him." He said, 'Stretch out your 

(broken) leg.' I stretched it out and he rubbed it and it became 

all right as if I had never had any ailment whatsoever."                        
(Al-Bukhari, Hadith 5.371) 

Conclusion                                                                                                                              
One of the main doctrines of Islam is the 'Sunnah', meaning 'the 

way to live'. Since it is believed among Muslims that Muhammad 

was sinless, his example became the obligatory  model to follow. 

Surahs 33:21 and 3:31 tells us that: 

"Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern 

(of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final 

Day, and who engages much in the praise of Allah." 

"Say (O Muhammad) (to the people): 'If you love Allah, follow 

me and Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: for Allah 

is Forgiving, a Dispenser of Mercy'." 
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Since that time Muslims strive to imitate the Prophet by following 

the Sunnah. It is not difficult to conclude that Islam, though it is 

propagated today to be a religion of peace, was spread by the 

sword. Aggressions by Muslims, we hear, are always in order to 

defend their own position. That neither explains the many armed 

'expeditions' undertaken by the Prophet of Islam and his warriors, 

nor the dramatic expansion of the new Islamic empire over the 

whole of the Middle East right to India, Central Asia, North Africa, 

Spain, almost France, and for a long time the Balkans. Twice the 

Muslim armies were at the gates of Vienna. That hardly could have 

been a defensive war. It also does not explain all the assassinations 

including the Jews in Arabia at that time.  

Yet there are two isolated verses that teach the opposite: 

Surah 109:1-6,Say: O ye that reject Faith! I worship not that 

which ye worship, nor will ye worship that which I worship. 

And I will not worship that which ye have been wont to wor-

ship, nor will ye worship that which I worship. To you be your 

Way, and to me mine.         

Surah 2:256, Let there be no compulsion in religion: truth stands 

out clear from error: whoever rejects evil and believes in Allah 

hath grasped the most trustworthy hand hold, that never breaks. 

And Allah hearth and knoweth all things.   

 

18. The Gospel (New Testament):                                             
The word 'Gospel' (Greek euangelion, meaning 'good news') is 

mentioned in its various grammatical forms 101 times in the New 

Testament. It is God's gift to all who want to receive it. It includes, 

first of all, the 'good news' that Jesus has come into the world to 

rescue sinners. It tells us that Jesus, by suffering and dying for our 

sin on the cross of Calvary, opened the way to obtain pardon for all 

we have done to shame God and ourselves. By receiving this gift 

we are pardoned. Having been forgiven and cleansed from all sin, 
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the repenting sinner is assured to forever live in God's presence, 

and that is heaven.         

  

19. 'The Miraj', Muhammad's journey to heaven  
Two years after the death of Khadijah, in the twelfth year of his 

calling, Muhammad is reported to have gone on a mysterious night 

journey (Miraj). The 'Dictionary of Islam', T.P. Hughes p.351 ex-

plains: 

""TThhee  MMiirraajj  iiss 
 
Muhammad's alleged journey to heaven; called also 

Isru   'the nocturnal journey.' It is said to have taken place in the 

twelfth year of the prophet's mission, in the month of Rabi'u 'l-

Awwal: 

"According to the 'Abdu 'l-Haqq', there are some sheiks who 

have regarded this miraculous event as a mere vision, but, he 

adds, the majority hold it to be a literal journey. 

"The only mention  of the vision in the Qur'an is contained in 

Surah 17:1: 'Praise  be to Him who carried His servant by night 

from the Masjidu 'l-Harām  (i.e. the Ka'ba) to the Masjidu 'l-

Aqsa (i.e. the Temple) of Jerusalem'." 

The following is the description of the alleged journey given in the 

Mishkatu'l-Masabih.  Muhammad is related to have said :.—  

"Whilst I was sleeping upon my side, he (Gabriel) came to me, 

and cut me open from my breast to below my navel, and took out 

my heart, and washed the cavity with Zam-zam water, and then 

filled my heart with Faith and Science. After this, a white animal 

was brought for me to ride upon. Its size was between that of a 

mule and an ass, and it stretched as far as the eye could see. 

The name of the animal was Buraq. Then I mounted the animal, 

and ascended until we arrived at the lowest heaven, and Gabriel 

demanded that the door should be opened. And it was asked, 

'Who is it?' and he said,' I am Gabriel'.  And they then said,' 

Who is with you?' and he answered, 'It is Muhammad.' They 
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said,
 
has Muhammad been called to the office of a prophet?' He 

said, 'Yea.' They said, "Welcome Muhammad; his coming is 

well.' Then the door was opened; and when I arrived in the first 

heaven, behold, I saw Adam. And Gabriel said to me, 'This is 

your father Adam, salute him'. Then I saluted Adam, and he an-

swered it, and said,' You are welcome, 0 good son, and good 

prophet!' After that Gabriel took me above, and we reached the 

second heaven; and he asked the door to be opened, and it was 

said, 'Who is it?' He said, 'I am Gabriel' It was said, Who is with 

you?' He said, 'Muhammad.' It was said, ' Was he called ?' He 

said, 'Yes.' It was said, 'Welcome Muhammad; his coming is 

well.' Then the door was opened; and when I arrived in the sec-

ond region, behold, I saw John and Jesus (sisters' sons). And 

Gabriel said, 'This is John, and this is Jesus ; salute both of 

them.' Then I saluted them, and they returned it. After that they 

said, 'Welcome good brother and prophet.' After that we went up 

to the third heaven, and asked the door to be opened and it was 

said, 'Who is it?' Gabriel said, I am Gabriel.' They said,' Who is 

with you ?' He said,' Muhammad.' They said, ' Was he called?' 

Gabriel said, 'Yes.' They said, 'Welcome Muhammad; his com-

ing is well.' Then the door was opened ; and when I entered the 

third heaven, behold, I saw Joseph. And Gabriel said, 'This is 

Joseph, salute him.' Then I did so, and he answered it, and said,' 

Welcome, good brother and good prophet.' After that Gabriel 

took me to the fourth heaven, and asked the door to be opened; 

it was said, 'Who is that?' He said,' I am Gabriel. It was said,     

'Who is with you?' He said, 'Muhammad.' It was said, 'Was he 

called?' He said, 'Yes.' They said,' Welcome Muhammad; his 

coming his well.' And the door was opened  and when I entered 

the fourth heaven, behold, I saw Enoch. And Gabriel said, 'This 

is Enoch, salute him.' And I did so, and he answered it, and said, 

'Welcome, good brother and prophet.' After that Gabriel took 

me to the fifth heaven, and asked the door to be opened; and it 

was said, 'Who i s there? 'He said, 'I am Gabriel.' It was said, 

'Who is with you?' He said, 'Muhammad.' They said, 'Was he 

called?' He said, ' Yes. 'They said, 'Welcome Muhammad; his 

coming is well.' Then the door was opened; and when I arrived 

in the fifth region, behold, I saw Aaron. And Gabriel said, ' This 
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is Aaron, salute him.' And I did so, and be returned it, and said, 

'Welcome, good brother and prophet.' After that Gabriel took 

me to the sixth heaven, and asked the door to be opened; and 

they said, 'Who is there?' He said, 'I am Gabriel.' They said, 

'And who is with you?' He said, 'Muhammad.' They said, 'Is he 

called?' He said, 'Yes.' They laid, 'Welcome Muhammad; his 

coming is well.' Then the door was opened ; and when I entered 

the sixth heaven, behold, I saw Moses. And Gabriel  said, ' This 

is Moses, salute him.' And I did so ; and he returned it, and said, 

'Welcome, good brother and prophet.' And when I passed him, 

he wept. And I said to him, 'What makes you weep?' He said, 

'Because one is sent after me, of whose people more will enter 

Paradise than of mine (i.e. Muhammad).' After that Gabriel took 

me up to the seventh heaven, and asked the door to be opened; 

and it was said, 'Who is it?' He said, 'I am Gabriel.' And it was 

said, 'Who is with you?' He said, 'Muhammad.' They said,  Was 

he called ? He said, ' Yes.' They said, 'Welcome Muhammad; his 

coming is well.' Then I entered the seventh heaven, and behold, I 

saw Abraham. And Gabriel said, 'This is Abraham, your father, 

salute him'; which I did, and he returned it, and said, 'Welcome 

good son and good prophet.' After that I was taken up to the tree 

called Sidratu'l-Muntaha; and behold its fruits were like water-

pots, and its leaves like elephant's ears. And Gabriel said, 'This 

is Sidratu 'l-Muntaha.' And I saw four rivers there; two of them 

hidden, and two manifest. I said to Gabriel , ' What are these? 

He said 'These two concealed rivers are in Paradise; and the 

two manifest are the Nile and the Euphrates.' After that, I was 

shown the Baitu 'l-M'amur. After that, a vessel full of wine, an-

other full of milk, and another of honey, were brought to me; 

and I took the milk and drank it. And Gabriel said, 'Milk is reli-

gion; you and your people will be of it." After that the divine 

orders for prayers were fifty every dat. Then I returned, and 

passed by Moses; and he said, 'What have you been ordered?' I 

said, 'Fifty prayers every day'. Then Moses said, 'Verily, your 

people will not be able to perform fifty prayers every day; and 

verily, I swear by God, I tried men before you; I applied a rem-

edy to the sons of Israel, but it had not the desired effect. Then 

return to your Lord, and ask your people to be released from 
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that. And I returned ; and ten prayers were taken off. Then I 

went to Moses, and he said as before; and I returned to God's 

court, and ten prayers more were curtailed. Then I returned to 

Moses, and he said as before; then I returned to God's court, 

and ten more were taken off. And I went to Moses and he said 

as before; then I returned to God, and ten more were lessened, 

Then I went to Moses, and he said as before; then I went to 

God's court, and was ordered five prayers every day. Then I 

went to Moses, and he said. ' How many have you been or-

dered?' I said 'Five prayers every day.' He said, 'Verily, your 

people will not be able to perform five prayers every day; for, 

verily, I tried men before you, and applied the severest remedy 

to the sons of Israel. Then return to your Lord, and ask them to 

be lightened.' I said, 'I have asked Him till I am quite ashamed; 

I cannot return to Him again. But I am satisfied, and resign the 

work of my people, to God.' Then, when I passed from that 

place, a crier called out, ' I  have established My divine com-

mandments, and have made them easy to My servants."              

                                                                                                                                              

Buraq, described to be like a white mule or donkey with a human 

face took Muhammad  from the ‘mosque in Mecca’ to ‘the farthest 

mosque’ (= ‘al-Aqsa’ in Jerusalem). From there he is said to have 

ascended to the heavens on a ladder of light. The ‘farthest mosque’, 

however, was not existing at that time.   

  YYuussuuff  AAllii  iinn  hhiiss  ccoommmmeennttaarryy  22116688  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  ssaayyss::  ““The Far-

thest Mosque must refer to the site of the Temple of Solomon in 

Jerusalem on the hill of Moriah, at or near which stands the 

Dome of the Rock, called also the Mosque of Hadhrat 'Umar. 

This and the Mosque known as the Farthest Mosque (Masjid-ul-

Aqsa) were completed by the Amir 'Abd-ul-Malik in A.H. 68.””  

TThhaatt  iiss  iinn  AADD  771122,,  5500  oodddd  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ddeemmiissee..  IInn  tthhaatt  

ccaassee,,  mmaayybbee  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  tteemmppllee  wwaass  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

ccoommpplleetteellyy  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  555500  yyeeaarrss  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhaatt..""                                                 
(See also  ‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  vs. 270-271). 
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20. Muhammad, the 'unlettered' (illiterate) 

prophet                                                                                      
Muslims believe that Muhammad was illiterate. This is not meant 

to degrade him. To the contrary. Muslims maintain: 'How can an 

illiterate man compose a book like the Qur'an?' They emphasize 

that the authorship of the Qur’an rests with Allah, and not man. The 

assumption of his illiteracy is based on a qur'anic text: 

Surah 7:157,   "Those who follow the Apostle, the unlettered 

prophet [‘an-nabbiyyal-ummi’ = ‘the prophet of ignorance’], whom 

they find mentioned in their own (Scriptures); in the Taurat and 

the Gospel; for he commands them what is just and forbids them 

what is evil; he allows them as lawful what is good."                                                                    

If we want to understand what the word for 'unlettered' in this con-

text really means, we have to investigate the Arabic text where it 

reads: 'an-nabiyyal-ummi'. 'Nabi' clearly means prophet; 'Ummi' is 

best explained by another verse: 

Surah  62:2,   "It is He Who has sent amongst the Unlettered 

[‘ummi'] an apostle from among themselves, to rehearse to them 

His [Allah's] Signs, to sanctify them, and to instruct them in 

Scripture and Wisdom."     

Who are the 'unlettered' in this text? The attached comment (see 

Qur'an, Yusuf Ali, footnote 5451) makes it quite clear: 

"The Unlettered: as applied to a people it refers to the Arabs, in 

comparison with the People of the Book, who had a longer tra-

dition of learning …". 

The Arabic word used for Muhammad is 'ummiyyun', clearly the 

same as in Surah 7:157. 

The word 'ummi' meant people who did not have the scriptures, as 

the Jews and Christians did. They were 'unscriptured', so to speak. 

So the text says really no more than that Muhammad was the 

prophet to those who had no book, no revelation, i.e. the Arabs. 
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People who had not accepted Islam as yet, were consequently 

called  'people of ignorance'. ‘The time of ignorance’ in Muslim 

usage clearly refers to the time before Muhammad. Muhammad 

pointed to himself as the prophet to the 'people of ignorance', rather 

than referring to himself as being ignorant or illiterate. Besides, it is 

difficult to imagine that a merchant of his stature would be illit-

erate, particularly when we consider that his nephew Ali, with 

whom he had close association in his youth, was highly literate. 

That Muhammad was able to write may be deduced from the fol-

lowing tradition (Hadith): 

"The prophet, may Allah bless him, fell ill on Thursday. There-

upon he, i.e. Ibn 'Abbas, began to weep and say: Woe be to this 

Thursday! What a Thursday! The illness of the prophet, may Al-

lah bless him, became severe; he said: Bring an ink-pot and 

something to write on. I shall have a document written
 
 and you 

will never be misguided".                                                                       
(Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir by Ibn Sa'd, Vol. II, p. 302) 

The translators of this text corrected in a footnote what the literal 

reading is: “I shall write for you…”. A last passage may corrobo-

rate what has already been said: 

"When the prophet intended to perform 'Umra in the month of 

Dhul-Qada, the people of Mecca did not let him enter Mecca till 

he settled the matter with them by promising to stay in it for three 

days only. When the document of treaty was written, the following 

was mentioned: "These are the terms on which Muhammad, 

Allah's Apostle agreed (to make peace)." They said, "We will not 

agree to this, for if we believed that you are Allah's Apostle we 

would not prevent you, but you are Muhammad bin 'Abdullah." 

The prophet said, "I am Allah's Apostle and also Muhammad bin 

'Abdullah." Then he said to 'Ali, "Rub off (the words) 'Allah's 

Apostle' ", but 'Ali said, "No, by Allah, I will never rub off your 

name." So, Allah's Apostle took the document and wrote, "This is 

what Muhammad bin 'Abdullah has agreed upon: No arms will 

be brought into Mecca except in their cases, and nobody from the 

people of Mecca will be allowed to go with him (i.e. the prophet ) 
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even if he wished to follow him and he (the prophet ) will not 

prevent any of his companions from staying in Mecca if the latter 

wants to stay."                                                                                                                             
(al-Bukhari, Hadith 3.863). 

 

21. The Thamud people and the she-camel   

The Thamud were a tribe living in north-west Arabia. A prophet 

Salie is said to have lived among them, warned them, and told them 

to turn from their wicked ways. They proposed that they would be-

lieve, provided Salie would show a sign from Allah and turn a large 

rock into a camel. His prayer prevailed and the rock turned into a 

pregnant camel to which a foal was born. However, the Thamud 

people refused to let the camels drink from the well and feed on 

their pasture. Had they allowed it, the camel would have provided 

all the people with milk. But they plotted and killed both animals. 

Their attempt to kill Salie failed through an interference of Allah, 

and after three days natural catastrophes destroyed all their dwell-

ings. 

 

22. The prophecy of the prophet                                                   
"The greatest thing in miracles is a prophecy, i.e. a forecast of 

future events. This is not a political forecast, but a forecast of 

future secrets derived from Divine Knowledge. Prophecy is 

greatest for the following reasons: It can be historically proved, 

but a miracle cannot. Prophecy manifests God's foreknowledge, 

while a miracle God's power. As knowledge is greater than 

power, prophecy is greater than a miracle."                                                         
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih IV, P.396)  

A prophet is someone who prophesies. This means 'forth-telling' as 

much as 'fore-telling'. As we already observed, Muhammad 

claimed that he could provide no other 'sign' than the 'ayas' [signs  
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or verses] in the Qur'an (Surahs 17:93, 59, 6:37, 2:118-119). Yet some 

scholars point out that Muhammad did foretell an event: 

Surah 30: 1-4,  "A. L. M. The Roman Empire has been defeated 

in a land close by; but they, (even) after (this) defeat of theirs, 

will soon be victorious within a few years. With Allah is the de-

cision, in the past and in the future: On that day shall the 

believers rejoice."                                              

This passage refers to the defeat of the Byzantines in Syria by the 

Persians under Khusran Parvis (615-616 AD; this was 6-7 years 

before the Hijrah). The defeat of the Persians would take place soon 

- "in a small number of years." In the light of this prediction, Abu 

Bakr undertook a bet with Abai-ibn-Khalaf that this prediction 

would be fulfilled within three years, but he was corrected by Mu-

hammad, who stated that the "small number" is between three and 

nine years (Al-Baizawi). Muslim scholars say that the Byzantines 

overcame their enemies within seven years. However, the fact is 

that the Byzantines defeated Persia in 628 AD (Al-Baizawi com-

mentary). That was twelve years after its prediction by Muhammad. 

Consequently this passage does not qualify as a prophecy, particu-

larly so, as the time between prophecy and fulfillment was far too 

short, and thereby easily predictable. 

 

23. Was Muhammad foretold in the Bible?                                         

Muslims and Christians 'operate' from two differing 'textbooks', the 

Qur'an, and the Bible. As we already noticed, These books are not alike. 

That has raised and still raises the question which of the two books is 

based on divine revelation. 

"During the first centuries of Islam Muslim scholars saw no 

problems in accepting the Christian Scripture as an authen-

tic, divinely inspired book. Two great historians, Al-

Mas'udi (died 956) and Ibn-Khaldun (died 1406), held to 

the authenticity of the Gospel text. Four well-known theo-

logians agreed with this: Ali at-Tabari (died 855), Qasim 
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al-Khasani (died 860), Amr al-Ghakhiz (died 869) and, last 

but not least, the famous Al-Ghazzali (died 1111). Their 

view is shared by Abu Ali Husain Bin Sina, who is known 

in the West as Avicenna (died 1037). Bukhari (died 870), 

who acquired a great name on account of his collection of 

early traditions, quoted the Qur'an itself (Surah 3:71,78) to 

prove that the text of the Bible was not falsified."  
(J. Wijngaard 'Can we Trust the Gospel? 1981) 

 

"That changed when ibn-Khazem (died 1064), a well 

known scholar of Cordoba in Spain, while reading the 

Qur'an, came onto a verse that prompted him to obtain a 

Bible. It reads: 

 

Surah 61:6,  "And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: 

"O Children of Israel! I am the messenger of Allah (sent) to 

you, confirming the Taurat (which came) before me, and 

giving glad tidings of a messenger to come after me, whose 

name shall be Ahmad." But when he [Ahmed] came to 

them with clear signs, they [the 'Children of Israel'] said, 

'This is evident sorcery!'"   

 
"Ahmad had always been understood to be the same as Muham-

mad, for the meaning of these two words is very close. 

 

"If Jesus really said this, it must be found in the Bible, he must 

have reasoned, and since the Qur'an encourages the study of the 

‘former Scriptures’ (Surahs 10:94, 21:7),  ibn-Khazem started to 

look for passages referring to Muhammad in the Bible. 

 
"When comparing the two books, he discovered inherent 

problems. These included the crucifixion and death of Jesus, 

on which the New Testament is built, but which the Qur'an 

contradicts. The logical and by that correct conclusion of 

ibn-Khazem was that both statements cannot be true. The 

background of his belief system allowed no other solution 

than that since the Qur'an cannot be wrong, the Bible must 

have been changed.  
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"But his conclusion was not built on historical facts, but rather 

on his conviction. An equally strong argument in this case is ar-

chaeology. There is no book of such antiquity that is better 

documented than the New Testament. There are well over 5000 

portions of New Testament writings in various museums or ar-

chives that predate Islam by hundreds of years. Even so, this 

thesis of a corrupt Bible became widely believed. 

"In his search of the Bible to find out what had been written 

about Ahmad or Muhammad, he discovered the following text:  

 

Jn 14: 16-17,  [Jesus said]: "'I will pray to the Father, and he will 

give you another Counselor, that he may be with you forever, - 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world can't receive; for it doesn't 

see him, neither knows him. You know him, for he lives with 

you, and will be in you.'" 

                                                                                                                             

Jn 14:26,  "'But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and will re-

mind you of all that I said to you.'" 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Jn 15:26, "'When the Counselor has come, whom I will send to 

you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the 

Father, he will testify about me.'" 

 

Jn 16:7,  "'When the Counselor has come, whom I will send to 

you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the 

Father, he will testify about me.'" 

"This counselor must refer to Muhammad, he assumed. Let us 

look at this text, in which  Jesus clearly predicted the descend-

ing of God's Holy Spirit on the believers, as it is reported  in 

Acts chapter two.  

"Somewhat unscholarly, ibn-Khazem, and many Muslims today, 

interpret the word Counselor to mean Ahmad, that can be ar-

gued to mean Muhammad. Muslims allege that Christians must 
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have changed the Greek word for ‘comforter’ or ‘counselor’, 

which is ‘parakletos’, and alleged that it should read 

‘periclytos’, which means the ‘praised one’. Incidentally, the 

most accurate translation of 'parakletos' would be 'someone 

walking next to us, helping to carry our burden'. Let us look 

how this fits ibn-Khazem's assumption, and see what it looks 

like if we inserted 'Muhammad' instead of 'Counselor' or 'Spirit':   

“I will ask the Father and he will give you another Muhammad 

to be with you forever - the Muhammad of truth. The world 

cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him ... 

for he lives with you and will be in you” (Jn 14: 16 - 17)."  

This obviously does not make sense. These verses clearly do not 

refer to a human being, but to the Holy Spirit of God, as verse 26 

expressly states. 

Now let us look at the second text which is interpreted by Muslims 

as referring to Muhammad: 

Deut 18:18-19,  God said: "I will raise up for them a prophet 

like you [Moses] from among their brothers, and I will put my 

words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I command 

him. I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to 

my words that the prophet speaks in my name."    

Muslims often argue that this prophecy perfectly fits Muhammad 

since the Ishmaelites are the brothers of the Israelites, just as Ish-

mael and Isaac were brothers.   

To avoid confusion about the application of what the word 'brother' 

essentially means here, we have to compare a text from the same 

book and time. This time the reference is not to a prophet, but a 

king: 

Deut 17:15,  “He must be from among your own brothers. Do 

not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israel-

ite.”   
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Thus no Ishmaelite, Moabite, Edomite or some other tribesman  

could be made king of Israel, or prophet, but only a member of 

someone from the twelve tribes.  

Further, Christians point to the identity of that prophet as he is 

mentioned in the New Testament. Already John the Baptist was 

asked whether he was ‘that prophet’ (Jn 1:21), to which he replied 

in the negative. After he had met Jesus for the first time, the lesser 

known Apostle Phillip told his brother: “We found the one Moses 

wrote about in the Law!” (Jn 1:45). Sometime later the people who 

listened to Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem said: 

“Surely, this man is ‘the prophet’!” (Jn 7:40). And that can be none 

other than Jesus. 

Coming back to the assumption that the Bible had been changed or 

corrupted, we have to consider that neither the Qur'an nor Muham-

mad hinted this. The Qur'an even warns: 

Surah 3:71, "Ye People of the Book why do ye clothe truth with 

falsehood, and conceal the truth, while ye have knowledge?"   

Surah 3:78,"There is among them a section who distort the book 

with their tongues: (as they read) you would think it is a part of 

the book, but it is no part of the book; and they say, that is from 

Allah, but it is not from Allah: it is they who tell a lie against 

Allah, and (well) they know it."   

We have to consider that hiding the truth they know, and twisting 

words as they are read from the Book is quite another matter. 

To clarify the argument about the verification of the 'former books' (O.T. and N.T. or 

Taurat, Zabur and Injil) by the Qur'an, go to  '37. No one corrupted or changed the 
Bible' (P.370).                          

                                                                                                                

24. The matrimonial affairs of the prophet.                      
It is with regret that we are likely to hurt the feelings of Muslims in 

this article. This is not the purpose of rising this issue. We are well 

aware that any somewhat critical assessment of the Prophet of Is-
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lam has been called 'mud-slinging' and the like. Honest readers will  

appreciate that our assessment is rather an effort to investigate the 

moral character of someone venerated by practically all Muslims. 

We are not just comparing 'books', but with that their 

'representatives'. We are not doing so from a 'moral high ground'. 

But we trust that you, the reader, will check on the veracity of the 

source-material, and then judge by your own conscience where the 

truth lies, and whom or what to trust.    
 

At all times and in all cultures the rôle of marriage features promi-

nently in the moral codices. Wedding ceremonies affirm that. We 

are aware that before the coming of Jesus bigamy and even polyg-

amy was not uncommon. We just need to think of Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, and many others, who had more than one wife. We also 

know of excesses, like in the life of Solomon. This, as divorce, was 

not meant to be, but apparently tolerated by God for a time. 

However, when Jesus came to this world, he introduced what can, 

perhaps, described as a new morality, when he endeavored to ele-

vate human behavior from the stage of permission to devotion. 

Mt 19:3-9, "Pharisees came to him [Jesus], testing him, and say-

ing, 'Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason?'  

"He answered, 'Haven't you read that he who made them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
 
and said, 'For this 

cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall join to 

his wife; and the two shall become one flesh?'
 
 So that they are 

no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined to-

gether, don't let man tear apart.'  

"They asked him, 'Why then did Moses command us to give her 

a bill of divorce, and divorce her?'  

"He said to them, 'Moses, because of the hardness of your 

hearts, allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the begin-

ning it has not been so. I tell you that whoever divorces his wife, 

except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits 
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adultery; and he who marries her when she is divorced commits 

adultery.'"  

Any woman who truly loves her husband, will be deeply hurt in her 

heart, when her beloved expects her to tolerate a rival in her mar-

riage. 

We have to judge behaviour after the advent of Jesus differently 

than that from before his coming to earth. 

On the other hand, Muhammad was not just a preacher, but also a 

law-giver. But he returned to the dispensation under the Old Tes-

tament:   

Surah 4:3,  "If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly with 

the orphans, marry women of your choice, two, or three, or four; 

but if ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly (with them), 

then only one, or (a captive) that your right hands possess. That 

will be more suitable, to prevent you from doing injustice."                                    

As we already discovered, the special status of the prophet afforded 

him the freedom to marry as many wives as he wished. (Surah 

33:50-51) (see pages 171-173). 

Three months after the death of Khadijah, his first wife, Muham-

mad (then 53) married Sauda, a widowed Muslima, with a son. A 

little later Muhammad married the daughters of his closest compan-

ions Abu Bakr and Umar. Ayesha was still a child:  

"Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) reported that Allah’s Apostle 

(may peace be upon him) married her when she was seven years 

old, and she was taken to his house as a bride when she was 

nine, and her dolls were with her; and when he (the holy proph-

et) died she was eighteen years old."                                                                                        
(Sahih Muslim Vol. 2, p. 716, No 3311) 

Hafsa, daughter of Umar, was also a widow. I addition in the  fol-

lowing year he married  Zainab bint Mahesh, who died soon 

afterwards, and a month thereafter Umm-Salaam, like all the oth-
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ers, excepting Aisha, a widow. Next the prophet married a cousin of 

his, also named Zainab, after a brief marriage with a freed slave of 

Muhammad, Zaid.   

Juwairiya and Safia, a Jewess, were next, followed by Umm-

Habiba and Mary the Copt. The last marriage was contracted with 

Maimuna. 

In addition we know of those 'whom his right hands possessed' like 

Rihana, a Jewess who refused to be 'officially' married to Muham-

mad after her husband, with hundreds of other Jews, had been 

beheaded. All the above records are taken from Islamic sources, 

and simply do not correspond with the monogamy that Jesus advo-

cated about 600 year before, even if, as often argued, these 

marriages were largely convened for political reasons. It is simply a 

fact that Muhammad was and behaved as a 'natural man', as con-

firmed by the Hadith (traditions) and the Sirat (biography): 

It has been "Narrated (by)Qatada: Anas ibn Malik said: 'The 

prophet used to visit all his wives in a round, during the day and 

night and they were eleven in number'. I asked Anas: 'Had the 

prophet the strength for it?' Anas replied, 'We used to say that 

the prophet was given the strength of thirty (men)'. And Sa'id 

said on the authority of Qatada that Anas had told him about 

nine wives only (not eleven)'".                                                                                 

(Al-Bukhari I, p. 165) 

"Ubayd Allah Ibn Musa ... said: 'The Apostle of Allah, may Al-

lah bless him, said: Gabriel brought a kettle from which I ate 

and I was given the power of sexual intercourse equal to forty 

men'".                                                                                                                                                            

(Sirat-ul'Rasool, Ibn Sa'd, p. 438) 

                                                                                                      

25. Zaïd and Zainab                                                          

"Muhammad beheld her (Zainab) after he had wedded her to 

him (Zaid), and she fell into his soul: therefore he said, 'Praise 

to God who turneth hearts upside down'. And Zainab heard the 
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ascription of praise, and mentioned it to Zaid. He was quick to 

understand that, and there occurred to his soul an aversion from 

her society. Therefore he came to the prophet and said, 'I desire 

to put away my consort'. (Muhammad) said, 'What is the matter 

with thee? Has anything made thee doubtful of her?'. (Zaid) 

said, 'No, by God, I have seen nothing (done) by her but what is                       

good; but truly her dignity is too exalted for me'. Accordingly he 

said to him, 'Keep thy wife to thyself' ... '. 'Therefore when Zaid 

satisfied a requirement from her', i.e. a need; since he wearied 

of her, and he divorced her, and her time was completed ...'We 

wedded her to thee': ... the meaning is that He commanded him 

to wed her, or He made her his (Muhammad's) wife without the 

interposition of a marriage-contract. And what confirms it (this 

explanation) is that she used to say to the rest of the prophet's 

wives, 'Verily God acted the part of a relative in my being given 

in marriage, and, as for you, your relatives gave you in 

marriage'. And it is said that Zaid was the go-between in her be-

trothal, and that was a real trial, and an evident witness to the 

strength of his faith".                                                                                                                          
(Commentary of Al Baizawi, Vol. PP, p. 129; Mizanu'l Haqq, pp. 331-

332) 

"Allah's messenger (may peace be upon him) said to Zaid to 

make a mention to her about him. Zaid went on until he came to 

her and she was fermenting her flour. He (Zaid) said: As I saw 

her I felt in my heart an idea of her greatness so much so that I 

could not see towards her (simply for a fact) and Allah's mes-

senger (may peace be upon him) had made a mention of her. So 

I turned my back towards her, and I turned upon my heels and 

said: Zainab, Allah's messenger (may peace be upon him) has 

sent (me) with a message to you. She said: I do not do anything 

until I consult the will of my Lord. So she stood at her place of 

worship and the (verses of) the Qur'an (pertaining to her mar-

riage) were revealed, and Allah's messenger (may peace be 

upon him) came to her without permission".  (Sahih Muslim II, p. 

724) 

And this is the revelation which was then given: 
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Surah 33:36-38, "It is not fitting for a believer, man or woman, 

when a matter has been decided by Allah and His Apostle, to 

have any option about their decision. If anyone disobeys Allah 

and His Apostle, he is indeed on a clearly wrong path. Behold! 

though didst say to one who had received the grace of Allah and 

thy favour: 'Retain thou (in wedlock) thy wife, and fear Allah'. 

But thou didst hide in thy heart that which Allah was about to 

make manifest: thou didst fear the people, but it is more fitting 

that thou shouldst fear Allah. Then when Zaid had dissolved (his 

marriage) with her, with the necessary (formality), we joined her 

in marriage to thee; in order that (in future) there may be no dif-

ficulty to the believers in (the matter of) marriage with the wives 

of their adopted sons, when the latter have dissolved with the 

necessary (formality)(their marriage) with them: and Allah's 

command must be fulfilled. There can be no difficulty to the 

prophet in what Allah has indicated to him as a duty."  

 

26. Mary the Copt                                                                                 
"Mary (the Copt) was a Christian slave given to Muhammad in 

7 AH (628 AD) by the Governor of Egypt, Elmokaukas. Her sis-

ter, Shereena, was also given at the same time. Mary bore a son, 

Ebrahim, to Muhammad, who, however, died in 10 AH. Intimacy 

took place in the home and bed of his wife Hafsah (daughter of 

Umar) who was absent at that moment and on the day which 

was either her or Aysha's (daughter of Abu Bakr) turn. When 

Hafsah found this out and questioned him he promised (on oath) 

not to touch Mary again if she would keep this a secret, and 

promised that Umar and Abu Bakr should be his successors. 

Hafsah, however, did not keep quiet and told Aysha about this 

event. As a result Muhammad had no dealings with any of his 

wives for a full month, living with Mary alone".                                                                                                                                                     
("Der Koran" translated by Ludwig Ullmann, Footnote 2 of Surah 66:1-

2, p. 456) (The complete story is found in the Rauzatu'r Safa, Vol. 

II, p. 188) 
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SSuurraahh  6666::11--33  aanndd  55,,    "O prophet! Why holdest thou to be forbid-

den that which, Allah has made lawful to thee? Thou seekest to 

please thy consorts? But Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful. 

Allah has already ordained for you the expiation [dissolution] of 

your oaths (in some cases) and Allah is your protector, and He is 

full of knowledge and wisdom. When the prophet disclosed a 

matter in confidence to one of his consorts, and she then di-

vulged it (to another), and Allah made it known to him, he 

confirmed part thereof and repassed over a part... It may be, if 

he divorced you (all) that Allah will give him in exchange con-

sorts better than you - who submit (their wills), who believe, 

who are devout, who turn to Allah in repentance, who worship 

(in humility), who travel (for faith) and fast - previously married 

or virgins".  [All inserts in brackets () are not part of the text]  

The Qur'an commentator AAll--BBaaiizzaawwii  ((iinn  CCoommmmeennttaarryy  VVooll..  IIII,,  pppp..  334400--

334411))   gives an explanation of this passage: 

"It is related that Mohammed was alone in company with Mary 

in Ayesha's or Hafsah's turn. Hafsah became aware of that and 

therefore scolded him about it. He declared he had taken an 

oath, but admitted his unlawful behavior, therefore these verses 

descended".                                                                                                                                              
(As quoted in the Mizanu'l Haqq, p. 330; (The "Mishkat" names Zainab 

instead of Hafsah); Mishkatu'l-Masabih II, p. 680-681) 

 

27. Are prophets sinless?                                                                      
It is the general understanding of Muslims that Allah's messen-

gers/prophets remained sinless throughout their lives to be fit for 

the divine task. It has to be said, however, that neither the Qur'an 

nor the Bible corroborate such an understanding. To clarify this 

situation we will have to consult first of all what the word 'sin' im-

plies. 

Several terms are used in Islam to distinguish between varying de-

grees of sins: 
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● ‘khati’a’: stumbling, missing the aim, committing an error; a 

sin committed on purpose. (Surah 17:31) 

● ‘zanb’: (‘dhanb’) sin, a crime (compare Surah 24:14 and 81:9), 

also expressing ‘faults’ of  Mohammed.    (Surah 47:19 and 48:2) 

● ‘ithm’: anything forbidden in the law, a heavy sin. 

● ‘shirk’: adding a partner to Allah, polytheism. 

(Encyclopaedia of Islam, p. 250) 

We find a threefold mentioning of Muhammad's sins (dhanb) and 

Allah's request for him to repent for these. Some people try to twist 

the plain meaning by saying that the sins mentioned in the case of 

Muhammad were not sins but simply mistakes, forgetfulness or 

personal weaknesses. Let a Hadith give us an indication: 

"The word ‘dhanb’ (pronounce ‘zanb’) today is interpreted to 

mean a fault, a kind of wrong doing without necessarily going 

against any of God’s commandments. It is, likewise, a ‘horizon-

tal’ sin, not a ‘vertical’ one. In the Arabic-English Lexicon, by 

E.W. Lane, however, ‘dhanb’ is ‘sin, a crime, a fault, a trans-

gression or an act of disobedience’. However, since this word is 

used in the Qur’an against Muhammad, its meaning has been 

modified by Muslims to mean ‘shortcoming, results from inat-

tention, incapacity, imperfection’. ‘Light sins’ may be repaired 

by good works, ‘severer sins’ require ‘istighfar’, i.e. seeking 

forgiveness of Allah and ‘shirk’, the severest of sins, requires 

‘taubah’, i.e. repentance."                                                                           
(Encyclopaedia of Islam Brill, Holland, p. 250) 

Narrated by Abu Huraira: Allah's Apostle used to invoke (Allah): "Al-

lahumma ini a'udhu bika min 'adhabi-l-Qabr, wa min 'adhabi-nnar, 

wa min fitnati-l-mahya wa-lmamat, wa min fitnati-l-masih ad-dajjal. 

(O Allah! I seek refuge with you from the punishment in the grave and 

from the punishment in the Hell fire and from the afflictions of life and 

death, and the afflictions of Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal."                                             
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(Al-Bukhari 2:459) 

"Related Abu Hurrayra: I heard the messenger of Allah, may 

Allah bless him and give him peace, say: 'By Allah, I ask Allah's 

forgiveness and turn towards Him in repentance more than sev-

enty times a day.'"                                                                                                   
(Al-Bukhari Hadith 8: 319) 

 

28. The '69 weeks of years'                                                          
When reading this chapter we need to be aware that recording and 

tracking of historical dates was done differently in the days of old. 

Obviously they could not record something like 'April of BC 490', 

simply because BC means 'before Christ', and he had not yet ap-

peared. Actually, the calendar which is in use today, was 

introduced only in 1582. Before this 'Gregorian Calendar' the lunar 

calendar was in use. But in the time before that historical dates 

were recorded something like 'in the 20th year of the reign of King 

XYZ'. We have to be mindful of this here. 

The prophet Daniel recorded the following:                                                                            

Dan 9:24-26,  "Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people [i.e. 

Daniel's people, the Jews] and your holy city [i.e. Jerusalem] to fin-

ish (or restrain) transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for 

wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vi-

sion and prophecy [i.e. no more prophetic revelations added to the 

Bible after that] and to anoint  [anoint = dedicate, exalt, crown] the 

most holy. 'Know and understand this: for the issuing of the de-

cree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem [which had been destroyed by 

Nebuchadnezzar, and its inhabitants were captives in Babylon] until 

the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 'sevens' 

and sixty-two 'sevens' . It will be rebuilt with streets and a 

trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two 'sevens', the 

Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people 

of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctu-
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ary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the 

end, and desolations have been decreed".  

Daniel's prophecy tells us of the beginning point, the duration, and 

the fulfillment of this event. 

The beginning point (Dan 9:25) is the edict to rebuild Jerusalem. 

Here is where the 490 year count down to the coming of the Messi-

ah begins.   

The duration (Dan 9:24) is set to be 70 weeks. The term 'week' 

means 'unit of seven', and could refer to seven days, weeks, months 

or years, as in this case.   

The fulfilling event (Dan 9:26) would be the 'cutting off of the 

Messiah'. This obviously refers to his death. This was to happen in 

the middle of the final 'unit of seven' or 486½ years in the future. 

In 457 B.C. Ezra led a group of Jews out of the Babylonian captiv-

ity back home to rebuild Jerusalem. This was determined by the 

King's edict (Ezra 7:6,7; 9:9). To this beginning point add the above 

486½ years and we arrive at A.D.30, which is the year of the cruci-

fixion of the 'anointed one', in Hebrew 'the Messiah'.  

Following this, as punishment for rejecting the Messiah, Jerusalem 

would be destroyed. This, too, was accomplished by the Roman 

armies led by 'the prince who is to come' (Titus who would later 

take his father's place as emperor), exactly as Daniel had said (see 

also Mat 24:15, 34). After a siege, Jerusalem was burned and the 

sanctuary was completely destroyed. 

                                                                                                                     

29. The evidence of Jesus in history                                             
We are living at a time in which the Christian faith is strongly ridi-

culed, even opposed, by the media. Some 'scholars' even express 

doubt that Jesus ever lived. That raises the question whether or not 

there is any mention of Jesus outside the Bible.  
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Historic chronicles of the Roman Empire at that time centred on the 

lives and acts of Emperors and Generals, wars, battles, and victo-

ries. The chance to find mention of a local preacher in a remote 

corner of that empire, the tiny country as Israel, is extremely 

unlikely. And yet there is. 

Flavius Josephus, (born AD 37) a Jewish general, had defended 

Galilee against the Romans (AD 67) and was captured and taken to 

Rome. Later in life he became a Roman citizen and chronicler, re-

cording the annals of the Jews. In his book 'The Antiquity of the 

Jews', he also twice mentions the life, death by crucifixion, and 

resurrection of Jesus: 

"Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be law-

ful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a 

teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew 

over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. 

He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the 

principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, 

those that loved him at first did not forsake him; for he appeared 

to them alive again on the third day; as the divine prophets had 

foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concern-

ing him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not 

extinct at this day". 

Lately, attempts have been made to discredit this particular pas-

sage, claiming it had been interpolated by Christians. However 

there was and is no way to corroborate such malevolent accusation. 

Cornelius Tacitus  (born A.D. 52-54)...                                                                                       

Tacitus was a Roman historian, and became Governor of what was 

then named Asia (in today's Turkey), in 112 A.D. He was the son-

in-law of Julius Agricola who was Governor of Britain A.D. 80-84. 

Writing of the reign of Nero, Tacitus mentioned the death of Christ 

and the existence of Christians at Rome: 

'Not all the relief that could come from man, not all the bounties 

that the prince could bestow, nor all the atonements which could 

be presented to the gods, availed to relieve Nero from the in-
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famy of being believed to have ordered the conflagration, the 

fire of Rome. Hence to suppress the rumour, he falsely charged 

with the guilt, and punished with the most exquisite tortures, the 

persons commonly called Christians, who were hated for their 

enormities. Christus, the founder of the name, was put to death 

by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the reign of Tiberius: 

but the pernicious superstition, repressed for a time broke out 

again, not only through Judea, where the mischief originated, 

but through the city of Rome also".                                                         

(Annals XV.44) 

Tacitus has a further reference to Christianity in a fragment of his 

'Histories', dealing with the burning of the temple in Jerusalem in 

A.D. 70, preserved by Sulpicius Severus  (Chron.ii.30.6). (Evidence 

that Demand a Verdict  by Josh McDowell) 

Besides that, a wealth of literature by the so-called Church Fathers 

has survived with overwhelming evidence to the truth of the Gospel 

narrative.  

                                                                                                             

30. Introduction to the Qur'an according in the 

Mishkatu'l-Masabih                                                                                                             

"The Holy Qur’an is the guide of the Muslims. It is the complete 

code of their every day life - economic, political, religious, so-

cial and moral. It is a revelation from the Almighty with the 

exact words as are now found embodied therein. The Qur’an 

lays down: ‘And certainly it is a revelation from the Lord of the 

worlds in plain Arabic language. The Faithful Spirit has come 

down with it upon your heart that you may be one of the warn-

ers’ (Surah 26:192-195). The verses of the Qur’an were uttered by 

the holy prophet, to whose heart they were revealed by God 

through the Archangel Gabriel. The Qur’an is not the Hadith, 

because the former was revealed to the prophet with words, 

while the Hadith was revealed to him in ideas. The Qur’an was 

revealed not at a time but piecemeal in the course of the proph-
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et’s apostolic career covering over twenty three years, thirteen 

years at Mecca and ten years at Medina. The first verse (97Q)[ 

should be Surah 96] was revealed in the Cave Hira at Mecca in 

Lailatul Kadr (Blessed Night) which is one of the last ten nights 

of Ramzan, and in the pure dialect of the Quraish which is 

chaste written Arabic. The Qur’an was arranged into chapters 

by the prophet himself. It contains 114 chapters, each chapter 

containing some sections called Ruku and each Ruku containing 

some verses. There are 30 parts, 114 chapters, 6.616 verses, 

77.943 words, 338.606 letters in the Holy Book. 86 chapters 

were revealed at Mecca, while 28 chapters covering nearly one 

third of the Book were revealed at Medina. The Meccan chap-

ters are generally short and the Medinan long. For convenience 

of reading, the Qur’an has been divided in to 30 equal parts 

with seven manzils. for reading the whole Qur’an in at least 

seven days."                                                                                                                                   
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih, Vol. 3, p. 663, [Commentary]) 

                                                                                                     

31. What is the Hadith?       

The Hadith (traditions) is a collection of reports on the life of  Mu-

hammad. The purpose is twofold: 

 • to interpret the Qur'an rightly ('tafsir'). It is believed that 

when the Qur'an was given to Muhammad, he also received the full 

meaning of it. When after the demise of the Prophet of Islam ques-

tions regarding the text of the Qur'an arose, the early Muslims were 

searching for solutions by asking those who had had close contact 

with the Prophet for possible clues. These were later collected and 

sifted, and eventually the Hadith collections resulted. 

 • and to be able to imitate the doing and sayings of Mu-

hammad, which is considered to be meritorious. This is called 

Sunnah (=  'path', 'way', 'manner of life'). 
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In the Hadith Muslims seek guidance by copying Muhammad's ac-

tions in every aspect of his daily life. To copy what Muhammad did 

or said, is (to the Muslims) the safest way to live a life pleasing to 

Allah. Therefore, salvation is sought by imitating the life of the 

Prophet as closely as possible, as he is considered to be the greatest 

and most moral of all human beings. Most Muslims believe that 

Muhammad's life and everyday talk were inspired, as the Qur'an 

itself, only to a lesser degree. 

"Some of us met to exchange Hadith reports. One fellow said: 

'Enough of this! Refer to the Book of Allah'. Imran b.Husain 

said: 'You are a fool! Do you find in the Book of Allah the pray-

ers explained in detail? Or the Fast? The Qur'an refers to them 

in general terms only. It is the Sunnah which supplies the de-

tailed explanation'". ('L'tibar' by al Hamda) 

The imitation of Muhammad's life was encouraged by him from the 

beginning, although the Hadith were collected and written down 

much later (about 250-300 years later). 

"The Holy Prophet said: 'I leave with you two things; as long as 

you hold fast by them both, you will never be misguided - the 

book of Allah and Sunnat of His Messenger'".                                   
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih I, p. 173) 

"Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah said: 

'Every one of my followers will enter Paradise except he who 

refused'. He was questioned: 'And who has refused (truth)?' He 

said: 'Whoever obeys me shall enter Paradise, and whoever dis-

obeys me has refused'".                                                                                       
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih I, p. 159) 

In practical terms it looks somewhat like this: 

"Abes-b-Rabiah reported: I saw Omar kissing the stone [at the 

North-East corner of the Ka'ba] and saying: Verily I know that thou 

art but a mere stone having no power of doing any benefit and 

injury. Had I not seen the Prophet to kiss (thee), I would not 

have kissed thee". (Mishkatu'l-Masabih III, p. 604) 
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All Hadith collections cover manifold topics, as the Qur'an and its 

revelation and collection, faith, knowledge, ablution (ritual wash-

ings), prayers, funerals, charity, the pilgrimage, fasting, business of 

all kinds, slavery, testaments, Jihad, marriage, divorce, food and 

eating, medicines, sacrifices, dress and manners, the doctrine of 

pre-destination, oaths, laws of inheritance, punishment, treatment 

of apostates from Islam, dreams, and cleanliness and eternal judg-

ment, prophets, particularly the virtues of Muhammad, but also 

trivial things such as sneezing, yawning, the trimming of a beard, 

the use of perfume, the cleaning of the teeth and nose and the use of 

a toilet. 

"The reliability of the Hadith has been debated for a very long 

time. Apart from the content, the mode of collecting is likewise 

questioned.  Abu Da'ud, one of the collectors of Hadith, accept-

ed only 4.800 traditions out of 500,000 mainly oral Hadiths, and 

even in his careful selection he states that he has written down 

only 'those which seem to be authentic and those which are 

nearly so'". (Ibn-Khalikan Vol. I, p. l59). 

Of 40.000 persons who had been involved in handing down mostly 

oral traditions, al-Bukhara, the most respected of collectors, next to 

Abu'l-Husain Muslim, acknowledges only 2.000 as reliable. Out of 

600.000 Hadiths he selected 7.200, of which about half are dupli-

cates of others. The selection thereof was left to the collector to 

undertake. He selected 1.2% of the available, mostly oral, traditions 

well over 200 years after the recorded events supposedly took 

place. 

Several methods of scrutinizing the Hadith (plural 'aHadith') have 

been developed in order to establish their reliability. The 'chain of 

transmitters' (Arab. 'isnad') is used as a detector of trustworthy, 

from unreliable Hadith. A significant number of these are known to 

have been forged in early Islamic history to support certain doc-

trines.   

Of a host of tradition-collections (some 1,465 in all), Muslim 

scholars have selected six sets, which are called the 'correct books' 

(Sihahu's Sittah). These are:  
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 1. al-Bukhari   (died 256 AH)                                

 2. Muslim    (died 261 AH)                                

 3. at-Tirmizi   (died 279 AH)                                

 4. Abu-Da'ud   (died 275 AH)                                    

 5. Abu-Abdi'r-Rahman  (died 303 AH)                                                                             

 6. Abu Abdi'llah Muhammad (died 273 AH) 

(AH stands for 'after the hegira, 'the flight' of Muhammad from 

Mecca to Medina in 622 AD). In addition to these we find a selec-

tion of these in the  Mishkat ('Mishkatu'l-Masabih'): 

"...being a collection of most authentic sayings and doings of the 

Prophet Muhammad selected from the most reliable collections of 

Hadith literature..." by the well known Qur'an commentator al-

Baghawi. 

 

32. The use of the words 'Islam' and 'Muslim'                                                                                     
In general use today these words refer to the Islamic faith and the 

adherents of the religion of Islam. The Qur'an, on the other hand, 

explicitly uses these words by their original meaning, namely sub-

mission to God/Allah and those who submit. Abraham, Moses, 

David, Jesus, and others, who lived hundreds, even thousands of 

years before Islam became a notable religion, are freely named 

Muslims. Abraham is called six times (out of ten mentioned) in the 

Qu'ran, a hanif, meaning 'one who is inclined' toward God. This 

title is used exclusively for those who were not idolaters or infidels.   

Abraham is viewed to be the Father of Faith by all Jews as well as 

Christian and Muslim believers. The careful reader of the Qur'an 

will not overlook the fact that believing Jews and Christians are 

considered to be in the state of Islam and by that also Muslims. 

At the same time we have to accept that, according to the Qur'an, 

the original 'Book' is kept in heaven with Allah. It was revealed 

from time to time to messengers who made it known to the people 

they were sent to.  



359 
 

 

The names of twenty-seven prophets occur in the Qur'an: Adam, 

Idris, [Enoch]; Nuh, [Noah]; Hud [?]; Salih, [Methusaleh]; Ibrahim 

[Abraham]; Isma'il, [Ishmael]; Ishaq, [Isaac]; Ya'qub, [Jacob]; 

Yusuf [Joseph]; Lut, [Lot];  Musa, [Moses]; Harun, [Aaron]; 

Shu'aib, [Jethro]; Zukariya, [Zacharias, the father of John the Bap-

tist]; Yahya, [John the Baptist];  Da'ud, [David];  Sulaiman, 

[Solomon]; Ilyas, [Elias], Alyisa, [Elisha]; Aiyub, [Job]; Yunus, 

[Jonah], 'Uzair, [Ezra]; Luqman; Esop [? probably  Balaam], Zu'l-

Kifl, [Isaiah];  Isa, [Jesus]; and Muhammad. All, except Hud, 

Luqman, and Muhammad, are people mentioned in the Bible, yet 

not all of these as prophets.  

There can be no question that Muhammad understood himself to be 

in the line of these Biblical prophets. All prophets are viewed to be 

Muslims. Is goes without saying that not only the Qur'an is consid-

ered 'nazil', meaning 'come down' from God/Allah, but likewise the 

'Taurat' (Torah), the 'Zabur' (Psalms). and the 'Injil' (Gospel). All 

were considered to be copies of the original in heaven.  

This raises a formidable problem. While certain elements and con-

cepts do agree with each other in all the 'Books', we also find 

fundamental differences. We think of a number of strongly deviat-

ing and even contradictory historical facts and doctrinal teachings 

between the Qur'an on the one hand, and the Bible on the other. 

The points of disagreement outweigh those of concurrence. 

The logical question is how to deal with such controversy. Ibn-

Khazem (died 1064), a governor and theologian who lived in 

around 1000 AD in the then Islamic Spain, offered a simple solu-

tion. The Qur'an states plainly that the 'former Books' were sent 

down by Allah and must have had the same content as the Qur'an. 

If they disagree with each other, the 'former books' must have been 

changed and corrupted.                                                                        

Every true Christian believes God, and accepts his offer.  

See also '23. Was Muhammad foretold in the Bible?' (P. 339)                                           

We will have to ask: WHEN, WHERE and by WHOM was the Bi-

ble changed? The Qur'an bears witness that the Torah and the 
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Gospel were in existence during Muhammad's time, though it is 

alleged  that 'there is among them [Jews] a section who distort the 

book with their tongues: (as they read) you would think it is a part 

of the book, but it is no part of the book; and they say, that is from 

Allah, but it is not from Allah: it is they who tell a lie against Allah, 

and (well) they know it.' (Surah 3:78) 

Although that might have been the case in this particular circum-

stances, the fact is that all of  thousands of handwritten Biblical 

texts from pre-Islamic time, and now in archives and museums in 

several counties, do not differ in their content from the Bibles in 

circulation today. 

Besides, the Qur'an states that it has been sent to guard the former 

revelations (Surah 5:47-51), and names the Torah and the Gospel 

explicitly to be revelation. That means they originate from God and 

are consequently His Word. And, as the Qur'an categorically states,   

no one can change the Words of Allah. (Surahs 6:34 and 10:64).  

It is also beyond doubt that Allah is the name for God in the Arabic 

language. Arab Christians find his name in their Bibles. This clear-

ly indicates that according to the Qur'an 'the People of the Book' 

were the people who were given the 'book' in pre-Islamic time. As 

such they would have the status of a Muslim, provided they were 

practicing believers. 

                                                                                                                                 

33. The Qur'an and Science                                                      
During the last few decades several Muslim apologists (defenders 

of a book/religion presumed to be from God) attempted to find ar-

guments that would support the assumption of a divine origin of the 

Qur'an. Highly regarded and perhaps the most popular of these is 

Maurice Bucaille, who produced the book 'The Bible, the Qur'an, 

and Science'. Just how convincing his arguments are, we leave to 

the reader to decide.  

For obvious reasons we can only pick just a few, namely those that 

are most popular: Geo-Physics and Embryology. We took the liber-

ty to omit the words which appear in brackets in the Qur'anic texts, 



361 
 

 

for they suggest something which is actually not part of it. Let us 

look at the first topic: 

Surah 21: 30,  "Do not the Unbelievers see that the heavens and 

the earth were joined together before We clove them asunder?" 

Bucaille: Here Allah reveals what at that point in time nobody could 

have known, namely that the universe during early stages of the 

astral-geological period consisted of a mass of gas, which, at the 

'big bang' transformed into galaxies and solar systems, including 

our solar system. In this way the original mass clove asunder." 

Comment: That the heavens and the earth were one clump of matter 

is difficult to 'see'. Besides, that Muhammad had this 'interpretation' 

in mind is highly doubtful. In addition all this is very much a theo-

ry.  

In the following two texts Bucaille explains 'scientifically' the bal-

ance between the gravity of the sun that wants to pull the earth into 

the sun, and the centrifugal power. Can we see these 'laws' in op-

eration in these verses? 

Surah 13: 2,  "Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any 

pillars that ye can see." 

Surah 31: 10,  "He [Allah]  created the heavens without any pillars 

that ye can see." 

Surah 22:65,  "He [Allah] withholds the sky from falling on the 

earth." 

It is indeed surprising that Bucaille discovered in the following 

verse the "unambiguous prophecy of astronauts in their space trav-

els". 

Surah 55: 33,  "O ye assembly of Jinns and men! Ye can pass be-

yond the zones of the heavens and the earth, pass ye! Not 

without authority shall ye be able to pass!" 

Again surprising is the story about Alexander the Great:  
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Surah 18: 83-86,  "They ask thee concerning Zul Qarnain [Zul 

Qarnain is generally interpreted to be Alexander the Great]. Say, I 

will rehearse to you something of his story. Verily We [Al-

lah]established his power on earth, and we gave him the ways 

and the means to all ends. One (such) way he followed, until, 

when he reached the setting of the sun, he found it set in a 

spring of murky water..."   

Let us now study some Gynecology: 

Surah 22:5,  "O mankind! ...(consider) that we created you out of 

dust, then out of sperm, then out of a leech like clot, then out of 

a morsel of flesh, partly unformed, in order that We may mani-

fest (our power) to you; and We cause whom We will to rest in 

the wombs for an appointed term. Then do we bring you out as 

babes..." 

Surah 23:12-14,  "Man We did create from a quintessence*. Then 

We placed him as  sperm  in a place of rest, firmly fixed. Then 

We made the sperm into a clot of congealed blood; then of that 

clot We made a lump; then We made out of that lump bones and 

clothed the bones with flesh: then We developed out of it anoth-

er creature."  

* 'Quintessence', is a French word, derived from the Medieval Lat-

in words  'quinta essentia' meaning 'the fifth essence', which was a 

translation of Greek 'pemptē ousia', meaning: 1.the pure and con-

centrated essence of a substance. 2. the most perfect embodiment of 

something. 3. (in ancient and medieval philosophy) the fifth es-

sence or element, ether, supposed to be the constituent matter of the 

heavenly bodies, the others being air, fire, earth, and water.  

Surah 32:7-8,  "He Who has made everything which He has cre-

ated most good: He began the creation of man with clay, and 

made his progeny from a quintessence of the nature of a fluid 

despised." 

Surah 39:6,  "He makes you, in the wombs of your mothers, in 

stages, one after another, in three veils of darkness." 



363 
 

 

Surah 86:5-7,  "Now let man but think from what he is created! 

He is created from a drop emitted proceeding from between the 

backbone and the ribs." 

 (Similar passages we find in: Surahs 16:4, Surah 40:67, 80:18-19, 

75:37-39, 53:45-47, and 18:37) 

To supplement or corroborate the above Qur'anic passages, we look 

at two Hadiths: 

"I have heard Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as 

saying: When forty nights pass after the semen gets into the 

womb, Allah sends the angel and gives him the shape. Then he 

creates his sense of hearing, sense of sight, his skin, his flesh, 

his bones, and then says: My Lord, would he be male or female? 

And your Lord decides as He desires and the angel then puts 

down that also." (Muslim, Hadith 6393)  

"Allah's Apostle the true and truly inspired, narrated to us, 'The 

creation of everyone of you starts with the process of collecting 

the material for his body within forty days and forty nights in 

the womb of his mother. Then he becomes a clot  of thick blood 

for a similar period (40 days) and then he becomes like a piece 

of flesh for a similar period. Then an angel is sent to him (by Al-

lah) and the angel is allowed (ordered) to write four things; his 

livelihood, his (date of) death, his deeds, and whether he will be 

a wretched one or a blessed one (in the Hereafter) and then the 

soul is breathed into him.'" (al-Bukhari, Hadith 546)  

We need not be scientists to recognize that Dr. Bucaille's claims are 

a little 'over the top'. At the beginning of this article we wrote: "Just 

how convincing his arguments are, we leave to the reader to de-

cide." You may consent to our assessment that this could be a well-

meaning attempt to add some credence to the Qur'an, but to speak 

of scientific knowledge revealed as a prophetic message to prove a 

book to be of divine origin is too farfetched. 
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34. The authorship of the Qur'an                                                 
It is self-evident that the Qur'an teaches the divine authorship of the 

Qur'an. It is generally believed by Muslims that it was verbally 

transmitted via the Angel Gabriel (jibril) from Allah to the prophet 

Muhammad. That view is difficult to maintain when we consider 

that a considerable number of verses (ayas) are written in the third 

person. Take the first Surah, Al Fatiha,  as an example. After the 

bismillah we read:  

"Praise be to Allah, the cherisher and sustainer of the worlds;                               

most gracious, most merciful; master of the day of judgment.                                                                 

Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we seek. Show us the 

straight way, the way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed 

Thy grace, those whose (portion) is not wrath, and who go not 

astray." 

Should it not read 'Praise be to me...' to indicate the authorship of 

Allah? And who is talking to whom in verses 5-7: "Thee do we 

worship, and Thine aid we seek", "Show us the straight way, the 

way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, those whose 

(portion) is not wrath, and who go not astray"? 

6:162-164,   "Say: truly, my prayer and my service of sacrifice, 

my life and my death, are (all) for Allah, the Cherisher of the 

Worlds:  No partner hath He: this am I commanded, and I am 

the first of those who bow to his will.  Say: shall I seek for (my) 

Cherisher other than Allah, when He is the Cherisher of all 

things (that exist)? Every soul draws the meed of its acts on 

none but itself: no bearer of burdens can bear the burden of an-

other. Your goal in the end is towards Allah: He will tell you the 

truth of the things wherein ye disputed." 

Who is 'Thee, Thine, Thou and Thy'? And who is 'I', 'we' and 'us'? 

Who is speaking to whom? Is this Allah speaking to people, or vice 

versa? 

Wherever Allah is spoken of as 'He' or 'His', it cannot be assessed 

to be a direct message from Allah/God. This can be corroborated 

from a really large number of verses, e.g.,: 
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Surahs 2:256ff, 3:18-19, 3:26ff, 3:86, 3:129, 4:32, 4:116, 4:131, 

5:17, 5:40, 5:72-75, 6:59, 6:97, 6:99-103,  9:68, 10:62, 10:68, 

11:18, 16:10ff, 13:16, 14:4, 17:1, 19:35, 19:88-92, 20:4, 22:14, 

23:91, 24:42, 28:96, 30:5-6, 30:26, 31:20, 32:5-6, 33:57, 33:64, 

34:1-2, 35:1, 37:4, 37:96, 39:9, 39:36, 40:3, 40:78, 42:8, 42:49, 

43:85, 45:26, 51:46-51, 53:31, 67:15, 112:1-2, and many more. 

Some more detail can be found on the web:                                                                                        

www.islamwatch.org/abulkasem/WhoAuthoredQur'an/whp_author

ed_the_quran.htm 

 

35. The Collection of the Qur'an and its first                           

collation                                                                                               

The Mishkatu'l-Masabih (a collection of AHadith) tells us in a com-

mentary about the collection of the Qur'an in a book:                  

" No complete written copy of the Qur'an existed at the time of 

the Holy prophet. It was not also possible as it was revealed 

during a course of 23 years. So during his time, it was kept in 

tablets, on parchment, papers, leaves and skins. After the holy 

demise, it was for the first time that the question of its collection 

in a book form was raised by Hazrat Omar before the first Ca-

liph Abu Bakr. At first, the aged Caliph was not willing to do 

what the prophet had not done. Afterwards he thought of the 

propriety of collection and undertook the onerous task. The copy 

thus prepared by Abu Bakr was with Omar's daughter Hafsah 

(prophet's wife) after his death. The public had then no written 

copies."   (Mishkatu'l-Masabih III, Commentary, p. 664) 

Zaid bin Thabit (who had recorded certain passages of the Qur'an) 

reported: 

"Abu Bakr sent for me owing to the large number of casualties 

in the battle of Al-Yamama, while 'Umar was sitting with him. 

Abu Bakr said (to me), Umar has come to me and said, 'A great 

number of Qaris of the Holy Qur'an [pl. of Qurra, people who had 
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memorised the Qur’an] were killed on the day of the battle of Al-

Yamama, and I am afraid that the casualties among the Qaris of 

the Qur'an may increase on other battlefields whereby a large 

part of the Qur'an may be lost. Therefore I consider it advisable 

that you (Abu Bakr) should have the Qur'an collected.' I said, 

'How dare I do something which Allah's Apostle did not do?' 

'Umar said, By Allah, it is something beneficial.' 'Umar kept on 

pressing me for that till Allah opened my chest for that for which 

He had opened the chest of 'Umar and I had in that matter, the 

same opinion as 'Umar had.' Abu Bakr then said to me [Zaid], 

"You are a wise young man and we do not have any suspicion 

about you, and you used to write the Divine Inspiration for Al-

lah's Apostle. So you should search for the fragmentary scripts 

of the Qur'an and collect it (in one book)." Zaid further said: By 

Allah, if Abu Bakr had ordered me to shift a mountain among 

the mountains from one place to another it would not have been 

heavier for me than this ordering me to collect the Qur'an. Then 

I said (to 'Umar and Abu Bakr), "How can you do something 

which Allah's Apostle did not do?" Abu Bakr said, "By Allah, it 

is something beneficial." Zaid added: So he (Abu Bakr) kept on 

pressing me for that until Allah opened my chest for that for 

which He had opened the chests of Abu Bakr and 'Umar, and I 

had in that matter, the same opinion as theirs.  

"So I started compiling the Qur'an by collecting it from the leaf-

less stalks of the date-palm tree and from the pieces of leather 

and hides and from the stones, and from the chests of men (who 

had memorized the Qur'an). I found the last verses of Sirat-at-

Tauba: 'Verily there has come unto you an Apostle (Muhammad) 

from amongst yourselves...'(Surah 9:128-129) ) from Khuzaima or 

Abi Khuzaima and I added to it the rest of the Surah. The manu-

scripts of the Qur'an remained with Abu Bakr till Allah took him 

unto Him. Then it remained with 'Umar till Allah took him unto 

Him, and then with Hafsa bint 'Umar."                                                                   
(Al-Bukhari, Hadith 9.301, see also Hadith 6.201) 
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It is very doubtful that this Codex, kept by Hafsa, ever played a role 

in the lives of the Muslims at that time. Other codices were more 

widely used. 

  

36. The revision of the Qur'an under Khalif 

Uthman                                                                                        
It so happened that in other parts of the growing Islamic Empire 

other compilations of the Qur'an were written. Those most recog-

nized were done in Kufa, Syria, and Basra. This was realized in 

Medina, where the first Qur'an had been compiled and at that time 

kept in Hafsah's house.                                                                          

"…Osman, during his Caliphate, ordered Za'd-b-Saber, Abdul-

lah-b-Zubair, Sa'd-b-al A's and Abdur Rahman to examine 

independent sources
 
of the Qur'an, and to test the veracity of 

Hafsah's copy.  (Mishkatu'l-Masabih III, p. 664 Commentary) 

 Anas bin Malik reported:                                                                                                     

Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to Uthman at the time when the 

people of Sham and the people of Iraq were waging war to con-

quer Arminya and Adharbijan. Hudhaifa was afraid of their (the 

people of Sham and Iraq) differences in the recitation of the 

Qur'an, so he said to 'Uthman, "O chief of the believers! Save 

this nation before they differ about the book (Qur'an) as Jews 

and the Christians did before." So 'Uthman sent a message to 

Hafsa saying, "Send us the manuscripts of the Qur'an so that we 

may compile the Qur'anic materials in perfect copies and return 

the manuscripts to you." Hafsa sent it to 'Uthman. 'Uthman then 

ordered Zaid bin Thabit, 'Abdullah bin AzZubair, Said bin Al-As 

and 'Abdur-Rahman bin Harith bin Hisham to rewrite the manu-

scripts in perfect copies. 'Uthman said to the three Quraishi 

men, "In case you disagree with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in 

the Qur'an, then write it in the dialect of Quraish, the Qur'an 

was revealed in their tongue." They did so, and when they had 

written many copies, 'Uthman returned the original manuscripts 

to Hafsa. 'Uthman sent to every Muslim province one copy of 
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what they had copied, and ordered that all the other Qur'anic 

materials, whether written in fragmentary manuscripts or whole 

copies, be burnt. Said bin Thabit added, "A Verse from Surat 

Ahzab was missing when we copied the Qur'an and I used to 

hear Allah's Apostle reciting it. So we searched for it and found 

it with Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-Ansari. (That verse said): 

'Among the believers are men who have been true in their cove-

nant with Allah.' " (Surah 33.23)                                                                  
(al-Bukhari, Hadith 6.510) 

Unfortunately this report is not explicit enough to mention the 

many variant readings in other copies of the Qur'an, existent before 

the revision done under Uthman, some 17 years after the first col-

lection. Fortunately, much of that detail has been recorded by bin 

Abi-Dawud Dawud (824-897 AD) in his ‘Kitab al-Masahif’ [‘Book of 

Documents’]. It is not available in English, but the content became 

the basis of the book ‘Materials for the History of the Text of the 

Qur’an’ by Arthur Jeffrey. It lists on over 350 pages the acknowl-

edged different readings of Qur'anic manuscripts before its 

revision. These deviations had been extracted and compiled, and by 

that preserved by ibn Abi Dawud. When Uthman destroyed the evi-

dence of the rival texts, the original, which was in Hasfa’s care, was 

saved at that time, but did not escape destruction a little later. 

"That the material in the Codex of Hafsa was considerably dif-

ferent from that in the Uthmanic text is evident from the anxiety 

of Marwan to destroy it. The story tells of how when Marwan 

was Governor of Medina he sent to Hafsa demanding her Codex 

so that he might destroy it, but she refused to give it up. When 

she eventually died, Marwan assisted at her funeral and at its 

conclusion sent for and with much insistence demanded the Co-

dex from Abdallah b.Umar, Hafsa's brother. Abdallah finally 

sent it to him and he had it destroyed, fearing, he said, that if it 

got abroad the variety of readings that Uthman desired to sup-

press would recommence".                                                                                                                              
(Materials for the History of Text of the Qur'an" by ArthurJeffrey) 

NOTE: It is often reasoned that the differences had nothing to do 

with different meanings, but rather different ‘dialects’. The pre-
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scribed form was the recitation in the dialect of the Quraish, the 

tribe of Muhammad, and that had not been observed.  

Of course, we are aware of different dialects.  Today's Arabic is 

quite differently pronounced by people of Morocco, Egypt or Syria. 

But the written languages are alike. The same applies to English. 

The Americans speak with noticeably different accent from Austral-

ians, English, Scottish or the Irish. But with few exceptions, their 

writing is much the same. 

In the case of the revision of the Qur’an, it were the different writ-

ten texts that were scrutinized, revised and then destroyed – not  

dialects.  

Such notion is contradicted by the undeniable fact that we have de-

tailed knowledge of 

 • 15 Major Codices (documents), and 

 • 13 Minor Codices of the Qur'an 

that differ somewhat in length and content from the text of the 

Uthmani version.                                                                                        

(‘Materials of the History of the Text of the Qur'an’ by A.Jeffrey) 

The most prominent four of these are: 

 • The Codex of Zaid ibn Thabit (Medina) 

 • The Codex of Abdullah ibn Masud (Kufa) 

 • The Codex of Ubai ibn Ka'b (Syria) 

 • The Codex of Abu Musa (Basra) 

IInn  iibbnn  AAbbii--DDaawwuudd’’ss  ‘‘KKiittaabb  aall--MMaassaahhiiff ’’  wwee  rreeaadd::                                                                                                 

"Ibn Mas'ud is reported to have said: 'The prophet taught me to 

recite seventy Surahs which I had mastered before Zaid had 

even become a Muslim'. Or again: 'Am I to be debarred from 

copying the mushafs
 
[manuscripts] and the job given to a man 
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who was an infidel in his father's reins when I first became a 

Muslim?' Abdullah is supposed to have enjoined his followers: 

'Lay up your Qur'an! How can you order me to recite the read-

ings of Zaid, when I recited from the very mouth of the prophet 

some seventy Surahs? 'Am I', asks Abdullah, 'to abandon what I 

acquired from the very lips of the prophet?'"                                          
("Masahif" by Ibn abi Dawood, pp. 12,14)                                                                                                                   

 

37. No one corrupted or changed the Bible                                          
Again and again for various reasons it has been alleged that the Bi-

ble has been altered, changed, and that the content has been 

tempered with. Is that verifiable and true? Decidedly not! Why 

would anybody change the word of God in the first place, knowing 

it would put him in serious jeopardy? 

Deut 4:2,  "Do not add to what I command you and do not sub-

tract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God 

that I give you." 

Rev 22:18-19,  "I warn everyone who hears the words of the 

prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God 

will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. And 

if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God 

will take away from that person any share in the tree of life…" 

 
Muslims who claim the Bible to be corrupted, speak also contrary 

to the Qur'an:    

When four Jews of Medina asked Muhammad which of the proph-

ets he believed in, he is reported (Spiritual Nabil vs. 396) to have 

replied: 

Surah 2:136, "We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, 

and to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, and that 

given to Moses and Jesus and that given to (all) prophets from 

their Lord.  We make no difference between one and another 

of them. And we bow to Allah."  
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Further the Qur'an states: 

Surah 3:2-3, "Allah! There is no God but He - the Living, the 

Self-Subsisting, Eternal. It is He Who sent down to thee (step by 

step) in truth, the Book, confirming what went before it. And 

He sent down Law (of Moses) and the Gospel (of Jesus) be-
fore this as a guide to mankind."  

Surah 4:136, "O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and his apostle, 

and the scriptures which he hath sent to his apostle and the 

scripture which he sent to those before (him). And who denied 

Allah, his angels, his apostles, and the Day of Judgement, hath 

gone far, far astray."   

Surah 5:46,  "And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the son of 

Mary, confirming the Law that had come before him: We sent 

him the Gospel: therein was¹ guidance and light. And con-

firmation of the Law that had come before him. A guidance 

and an admonition to those who fear Allah."   

[The literal text reads: ”we ataynaahu al-injiyla fiyhi hudan wa nuur”, 

which means: “we gave to him the Gospel in it guidance and light”. The 

‘was’ in the translation is to suggest that this is no more the case]. 

Surah 5:47, "Let the people of the Gospel judge by what Al-

lah hath revealed therein. If any do fail to judge by (the light 

of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than) those who 

rebel."   

Surah 29:46, “And dispute ye not with the People of the Book 

[i.e. Jews and Christians] except in the best way…,but say, ‘We 

believe in the Revelation which has come down to us and in 

that , which came down to you. Our God and your God is 
One; and it is to Him we submit’.” (Sorry to quote this verse 

again). 

Surah 5:68, “Say: ‘O People of the Book! Ye have no ground to 

stand upon unless ye stand fast by the Law, the Gospel, and all 

the revelation that has come to you from your Lord”.                      
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Surah 10:37,  “This Qur’an is not such as can be produced by 

other than Allah. On the contrary it is a confirmation of (revela-

tions) that went before it, and a fuller explanation of the Book¹ - 

wherein there is no doubt – from the Lord of the Worlds”.                                               

Surah 10:94,  “If thou wert in doubt as to what we have revealed 

unto thee, then ask those who have been reading the Book from 

before thee². The Truth hath indeed come to thee from thy Lord 

so be in no wise of those in doubt”.  

One may, however, also refer to another text that says: 

Surah 3: 71-72 and 78, "Ye People of the Book why do ye clothe 

truth with falsehood, and conceal the truth, while ye have 

knowledge? ...  There is among them a section who distort the 

book with their tongues: (as they read) you would think it is a 

part of the book, but it is no part of the book; and they say, that 

is from Allah, but it is not from Allah: it is they who tell a lie 

against Allah, and (well) they know it."  (Emphasis by G.N.) 

The last verse speaks of concealment of the truth that was known at 

the time of Muhammad. It speaks of oral corruption, and not the 

changing of the book.     

When Muslims claim that the Bible has been corrupted, all the 

Qur'anic texts above are, consciously or ignorantly negated or  

overlooked. 

As a matter of fact, there are no known changes of content or mean-

ing in the Bible. Even that is confirmed in the Qur'an. We just 

looked at a number of Qur'anic passages that confirm convincingly 

that the Bible is the Word of God. And as such it cannot be altered: 

Surah 10:64,  "No change can there be in the words of Allah", 

Surah 6:34, "There is none that can alter the words of Allah". 

In the light of this evidence we have only four options to choose 

from: 
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1.  Allah will not allow any changes to his revelation as the    

 Qur'an stipulates, or 

2.  The Bible was changed before the time of Muhammad, or 

3.  The Bible was changed after the time of Muhammad. 

Regarding point 3.                                                                                                    

There is an abundance of Bible manuscripts that clearly show that 

no changes had been done. 

Regarding point 2.                                                                                               

Had the Bible been changed before the time of Muhammad, the 

witness of the Qur'an to the Bible would be false. The Qur'an would 

not encourage Muslims to read the Bible or ask Christians about it. 

Besides, there are thousands of Bible manuscripts that clearly show 

that also then no changes made had been made. 

Regarding point 1.                                                                                                     

We probably all agree that this was the case. But that would be in 

conflict with the Islamic doctrine of abrogation.                                                  

(See also appendix '15. Changes were made to the text of the Qur'an' (P.318)   

 

38. The attributes given to Jesus in the Qur'an                    
The Qur'an, being strongly monotheistic, honors Jesus with attrib-

utes that express his deity. This is contrasted by the statement that 

Jesus is no more than a prophet.  

*He was born of a virgin through divine intervention                                

   (Surah 19:19-20).  Who else has ever been born in such a 

    fashion? 

 * He was holy, sinless (Surah 19:19-20).                                                                                              

    Who else is or was like that? 
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 * He is called the Messiah, the Word of Allah                                

    (kalimatu'llah), and a Spirit from Allah (Surah 4:171).                                                                    

    Who else can match that? 

 * He created life, healed the sick, and raised the dead                                 

    (Surah 5:110). Who else ever did this? Even if 'only' by 

    'the leave  [permission] of Allah. 

 * He came with clear signs (Surah 43:63). 

 * He is a sign unto mankind (Surah 19:21). 

 * He is a sign to all people (Surah 21:91). 

 * He is a statement of truth (Surah 19:34). 

 *He is illustrious in the world and the hereafter                                          

    (Surah 3:45). 

 * He was raised to heaven (Surah 4:158). 

 * He will come back to judge the world (Surah 43:61). 

Do we know of anyone in history who can fit even just  one of the-

se criteria? The evidence of both the Bible and the above attributes 

in the Qur'an illustrate that Jesus is divine, and in a tangible appear-

ance, if we may use such description. 

 

39. The crucial question: Was Jesus crucified and 

killed - or not?                                                                       
A seemingly insurmountable point of disagreement between Mus-

lims and Christians is the crucifixion and death of Jesus. Without 

trying to be polemical, let us inform ourselves about the circum-

stances in which the crucifixion occurred. We take note of the fact 

that the historical facts that reported this event, are well document-

ed. 
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More information on this topic you find in the appendix  '29. The evidence of Jesus in 
history' (P. 352)                                                                                                                                      

Another astonishing fact is that a number of prophets from the Old 

Testament era have foretold the coming of Jesus between 1,000-

700 years before his actual appearance on our planet. Particularly 

his death by crucifixion is described in astonishing detail. (see      

pages 190-194)  

In the face of all this we read in Surah An-Nisāa:  

Surah 4:156-159,  "They (the Jews) said (in boast), 'We killed 

Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the messenger of Allah' - but they 

killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear 

to them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no 

(certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a sure-

ty they killed him not. Nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; 

and Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise. And there is no one of the 

People of the Book but must believe in him before his death; 

and on the day of judgment he will be a witness against them."   

What might have caused this contradiction? It could only be caused 

by a seemingly touching, often quoted question "How can almighty 

God allow sinful men to ridicule and kill a prophet of this stature?"  

Let us look for an explanation.  In the Mishkatu'l-Masabih a collec-

tion of the allegedly most reliable Hadiths, gathered by al-Baghawi 

(died about A.D. 1132), we read the following commentary: 

Christians believe that Jesus Christ died on the Cross but he re-

appeared again in flesh and blood and lives in heaven. The 

Qur’an says that Jesus was not crucified and killed, but he was 

raised up to heaven. The traditions say that he will reappear 

again to reclaim the lost humanity from the evil path. The 

Qur’an says:  

Surah 4-157,  "And their [Jews'] saying: Surely we have killed the 

Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, the Apostle of Allah, and they did 

not kill him, nor did they crucify him, but it was made dubious 

to them". 
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Surah 3:54, "I will take you and raise you up to Me and clear you of 

those who disbelieve".  

"These verses do not deny Jesus being nailed on the Cross, but 

they negative his having expired on the Cross. There was no eye 

witness of his death but it was only a supposition that he died as 

a result of nailing. Time only will prove this assertion of the 

Qur’an."                                                                                                        

(Mishkatu'l-Masabih IV, p.79 Commentary)                                                                                                 

We need some explanation here. First of all, it is untrue to claim 

that there were no eye witnesses to the death of Jesus. There were 

many, Jews as well as Romans. Secondly the Qur'an is quoted as 

saying that they [the Jews] did neither crucify nor kill Jesus. The 

commentator on the other hand suggests that this means that Jesus 

was crucified, but he did not die on the cross.  

In addition, a comment in the Mishkatu'l-Masabih quotes the Qur’an 

as saying:  

Surah 3:54.  “I will take you and raise you up to Me...”. 

How? The Qur'an translator Yusuf Ali’s translated the phrase 

“mutawaffi-ka” rightly as “I will cause thee to die”. In the second 

edition, however, he changed it to “I will take thee”. Why? 

Marmaduke M. Pickthall translates: “I am gathering thee”. Why 

this cover-up?  “tawaffi” means to die. (According to the dictionary of 

J.Catafago, E.W. Lane and ibn-Mukarram).  

Ibn-Abbas, one of the most esteemed companions of Muhammad, 

said: “mutawaffi-ka is mumitu-ka”, i.e. “I will cause thee to die” 
(Al-Bukhari). 

In Surah 5:117 Jesus is reported saying:   

“... I was a witness over them whilst I dwelt among them, when 

Thou didst take me up...”Again the word “mutawaffi-ka” is used, 

or shall we say abused. (Emphases by author) 
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Another passage strengthens this evidence. It lets Jesus say:  

Surah 19:33, "So peace is on me the day I was born, the day that I 

die, and the day that I shall be raised up to life (again).  

Many Muslims reason that Jesus’ death will occur after his return 

to earth to defeat al-Dajjal, the Anti-Christ. Jesus is then expected 

to be buried next to Muhammad in Medina. 

This interpretation can hardly be accepted, for almost the identical 

words are used in a verse just prior to the last quotation, but this 

time referring to John the Baptist: 

Surah 19:15, So peace on him the day he was born. The day that 

he dies, and the day that he will be raised up to life (again).    

Why would he have died and Jesus not, although the words used 

are almost identical? Because it contradicts the repeatedly quoted 

verse: 

Surah 4:157, But they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it 

was made to appear to them. And those who differ therein are 

full of doubts. With no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture 

to follow. For of a surety they killed him not.  

Which is true? Was Jesus crucified and did he die on the cross - or 

not? Remember: Both cannot be true! 

 

40. The timeline of God's working on earth   

Creation of Adam and Eve 

BC 2350 (?) Noah and the great flood 

BC 2000-1450. The Israelites lived under the Covenant God had 

made with Abraham 
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BC 1450-AD 30. The Israelites lived under the Old Covenant of the 

Law of God, given to Moses 

AD 30 to the return of Jesus is under the New Covenant of Grace 

Thereafter will be a 1000 year reign of peace under the rule of Je-

sus on earth 

After a brief rebellion against God, follows the Great Judgment. 

 

41. Can 'good deeds' compensate for sin?                                                                                 
While there are a number of similarities between the Bible and the 

Qur'an, yet there are also fundamental disagreements. One of these 

is the concept of sin. In practical terms a Muslim is taught that sins 

can be eradicated by good deeds. The Bible, on the other hand, says 

that sins are an affront to God and must be punished, because sin is 

contrary to the nature and holiness of God. It is never trivial, but a 

confrontation. Whoever sins with intent declares he/she does not 

take God seriously. Sin separates the sinner from God, but it can be 

atoned for. 

Isa 59:112,   ""Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, 

nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated 

you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so 

that he will not hear."   

This is insinuated by the Qur'an:  

33:45,  "If Allah were to punish men according to what they de-

serve, He would not leave on the back of the (earth) a single 

living creature."    

Our lives should be filled with 'good deeds' as an outflow or over-

flow of our gratitude and love for God. But we should equally 

know that this is no more than our duty to do (Lk 17:10), as Jesus 

said: "So you also, when you have done everything you were told 
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to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done 

our duty.'" 

Biblically, the very assumption that one is able to compensate for 

sins minimizes the holiness of God and the awfulness of sin in his 

sight. Seen in this light, observance of the Law as a means to obtain 

salvation, is the very antithesis to the Grace of God, “for it is by 

grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from your-

selves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can 

boast”! (Eph 2:8-9). 

                                                                                                                     

42. Heaven, hell, and we                                                             
Heaven and hell are not explicitly illustrated in the Bible. Both 

would be beyond our comprehension anyway. But what is clear is 

that there is a war between the forces of God and Satan. By permis-

sion of God, Satan is trying to deceive us humans to respond to his 

temptations. Why does God not stop this?  

Is it not unfair of God to expose us to it? If he did, we would be 

stripped of our God-given option to choose between right and 

wrong, and good and evil. If that were so, we would be reduced to 

puppets or robots, doing only what they are ordered to do.  

On the other hand, love is based on choice. Remember, man was 

made in God's likeness. Because God wants us to love him, he gave 

us the option to choose. "If serving the Lord seems undesirable to 

you, then choose for yourselves whom you will serve" (Jos. 24:15), 

the Israelites were challenged. And that question is as relevant to-

day, as it was then. This implies that by responding to God's 

bidding - or turning a blind eye toward it, we are actually choosing 

where we will be in eternity. Pardon refused is pardon forfeited. 

Both, heaven and hell are indeed a reality, yet both are hardly taken 

serious in our day and age, particularly in the secularized world. In 

the same measure, both God and Satan are trivialized. Scripture 

clearly teaches both, the existence of the Kingdom of God, and the 

reality of a Satanic kingdom. Both are seeking to attract us. Caused 
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by what we are and think, we are all, at least at times, and for a 

time, following the 'broad way' that leads away from God and by 

that to hell. Unless a clear and determined choice is made to reject 

the wrong way by consciously and resolutely turning to God, to 

adore, love, and follow him, we have already made a negative 

choice. Whoever refuses to choose, has chosen already. 

Anyone dying in the state of grace will  eternally live in the pres-

ence of God, and that is heaven. 

Likewise anyone dying by either maliciously or carelessly follow-

ing the crowd and by implication Satan, has already chosen to be 

eternally separated from God.   

Where is hell? Is it a place? Is it a condition to live in? The Qur'an 

is explicit about the fire and the pains it causes the inmates of hell. 

The Bible speaks less explicitly, and more symbolically. Whatever, 

it is eternal separation from God and his love, and presence in the 

domain of Satan! If mankind just knew what that means, there 

would not be anyone to play with this choice. 

Heaven is not an amplified fulfillment of our earthly desires. It is 

not luxurious life with all kinds of worldly pleasures, as the Qur'an 

lets it appear. Christians look forward to  perfect union with God, 

something our earthly mindset is hardly able to comprehend. 

Eph 3:20-21,  "Now to him who is able to do exceedingly abun-

dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 

that works in us, to him be the glory… Amen." 

 

43. Punishment in the grave                                                             
What does grave mean? Grave means the period from the time of 

death up to the Resurrection Day when judgment will take place.   
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih Vol. 3, p. 78  Commentary) 

"Narrated by Abu Hurayrah: Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon 

him) said: When the dead body (of a Muslim) is buried in the 
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grave there appear before him two Angels, both having black 

faces and blue eyes. One is called Munkar and the other is 

called Nakir and they say: Say what you have to say about this 

person and he will say: He is the servant of Allah and His Mes-

senger. I bear testimony to the fact that there is no god but Allah 

and that Muhammad is His Messenger and they both will say: 

We already knew that you would say this. Then his grave will be 

expanded to the extent of 4900 square cubic feet and it will be 

illuminated, then it will be said to him: Go to sleep and he will 

say: I intend to go to my family in order to inform them and they 

would say: Go to sleep like the sleep of a newly wedded bride 

whom no one awakens but one who is dearest to her amongst 

his family members. Only Allah would resurrect him from his 

resting place. If he (the dead) were a hypocrite he will say: I 

heard people making a statement (pertaining to the oneness of 

Allah and the apostlehood of Muhammad) and I said the same 

but I do not know. And they would say: We already knew that 

you would say this and the earth will be told to press him and it 

will press him till his ribs are clasped together and he will not 

be relieved of the torment till Allah resurrects him from his rest-

ing-place."  (Al-Tirmidhi, Hadith 130) 

"At that time the eyes are taken out, the veins are snatched 

away, the backbone is crushed and the whole physical frame is 

put to agonies which no human language can express. If there is 

a wound in the body, the whole body suffers endless pain. Imag-

ine the condition of the body when the entire bodily limbs will 

be snatched away one by one. This is the turning hour of a man 

from one stage to another, from a life of flesh to a life of spirit."  
(Mishkatu'l-Masabih Vol. 4, p. 83 -  Commentary) 

"A virtuous man will live in a semi-conscious state of happiness 

in his grave as if he is in dream in the midst of the sweet compa-

ny of a beautiful girl. When he will be awake, he will exclaim: O 

woe to us! Who has raised us from our sleeping place? The sin-

ner will also live likewise in the midst of huge snakes, tigers and 

lions as if he is in dream. He will continue to have such punish-
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ment in proportion to his evil deeds." (Mishkatu'l-Masabih Vol. 3, 

p. 79 Commentary) 

 

44. What the Hadith says about the return of Je-

sus to this earth                                                                        
"When Dajjal, representing the embodiment of evils, will let 

flow his poisonous teachings attended with general oppression 

and sham miracles, Jesus will come down from heaven placing 

his two palms upon the wings of angels and descend in the white 

minaret to the east of Damascus. He will pray behind Imam 

Mahdi thereby showing that he will establish the Shariah of the 

Holy Prophet of Arabia. He will destroy the Cross which repre-

sents the crucifixion of Jesus Christ because it is a gross 

misrepresentation. He will establish the kingdom of god on 

earth in which there will remain no mutual hatred, jealousy, 

enmity and rancor. The world will be filled up for a time with 

the melodious names of Allah. He will be nearly of square size, 

red, extremely beautiful, having hanging hairs. He will take wife 

and issues will be born to him. He will search for Dajjal and 

find him out at Lud, a town in Syria and he will kill him there 

with his own hand. Thereafter almost all including the Jews and 

the Christians will accept Islam thus proving the truth of the 

Qur’anic verse: ‘He it is who sent his Apostle with guidance and 

true religion in order that He may cause it to prevail over all 

other religions’. During his Khalifat, two mighty tribes known 

as Gog and Magog will appear from the hilly countries between 

Turkisthan and Transoxania and will devastate the land carry-

ing pillage and murders. Through the invocation of Jesus, they 

will be destroyed. Then there will be heavy shower of rain which 

will enrich the world with foodstuffs and vegetables. Thereafter 

a pleasant wind will carry all the believers to death leaving the 

unbelievers to suffer. After this Jesus will die and he will be bur-

ied at the Prophet’s sepulchre just by the side."                                              

(Mishkatu'l-Masabih IV, p. 80 – Commentary) 
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 "Narrated by Abu Huraira: Allah’s Apostle said, ‘By Him in 

Whose Hands my soul is, surely (Jesus,) the son of Mary will 

soon descend amongst you and will judge mankind justly (as a 

Just Ruler); he will break the Cross and kill the pigs and there 

will be no Jizya (i.e. taxation taken from non-Muslims). Money 

will be in abundance so that nobody will accept it, and a single 

prostration to Allah (in prayer) will be better than the whole 

world and whatever is in it.’ Abu Huraira added ‘If you wish, 

you can recite (this verse of the Holy Book): And there is none 

Of the people of the Scriptures (Jews and Christians) But must 

believe in him (i.e Jesus as an Apostle of Allah and a human be-

ing) Before his death. And on the Day of Judgment He will be a 

witness against them." (Surah 4.159)                                                             

(Al-Bukhari  Book 4, Volume 55, Hadith 657)  

 

 "Abdullah-b-Amr reported that the Messenger of Allah said: 

Jesus, son of Mary, will come down to the world. He will marry 

and there will be his issue [= children], and he will live for forty-

five years and then die. He will be buried with me in my grave. 

Then I and Jesus, son of Mary, will stand up in one grave be-

tween Abu Bakr and Omar."                                                                  

(Mishkat'ul Masabih  IV, p. 82, Nr. 642) 

  

Only with this background knowledge can we understand the fol-

lowing Hadith: 

"Narrated by Abu Huraira: Allah’s Apostle said, ‘The most aw-

ful name in Allah’s sight on the Day of Resurrection, will be 

(that of) a man calling himself Malik Al-Amlak (the king of 

kings)’." 

(Al-Bukhari Vol. 8, p. 144, Nr. 224) 

Who is the King of Kings? The Bible reveals this:                                                                

Rev 19:11-16, "I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white 

horse, and he who sat on it is called Faithful and True. In right-

eousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are a flame of fire, 

and on his head are many crowns. He has names written and a 

name written which no one knows but he himself. He is clothed 

in a garment sprinkled with blood. His name is called "The 
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Word of God." The armies which are in heaven followed him on 

white horses, clothed in white, pure, fine linen. Out of his mouth 

proceeds a sharp, double-edged sword, that with it he should 

strike the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod.
*
 He treads 

the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the Al-

mighty. He has on his garment and on his thigh a name written, 

"KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 

                                                                                                                                      

There can be no question that this will be Jesus.  

 

 

45. Faith                                                                                                                  
We find many references to faith in the Qur'an. The Qur'an men-

tions the word faith 250 times. 

 Many of them refer to people who have or had faith (67x), but with 

no explanation as to what faith actually is, unless one uses the 

common understanding of it, as one would say "I believe it will rain 

tomorrow". Even more references refer to people who 'reject faith' 

or are 'without faith' (142x).   

In the New Testament alone we find the word faith (pistis) men-

tioned 247 times, to which one can add the word faithfulness 

(pistos) 47 times, which is closely related to the word faith.                                

Faith (Iman) in Islamic theology denotes a believer's faith in the 

metaphysical aspects of Islam. Its most simple definition is the be-

lief in the six articles of faith, known as arkān al-īmān. (Wikipedia) 

The Bible offers a clear definition of faith in Heb 11:1: “Now faith 

is assurance of things hoped for, proof of things not seen.” 

 

This definition of faith contains two aspects: intellectual assent and 

trust. Intellectual assent is believing (agreeing with) something to 

be true. Trust is actually relying on the fact that the 'something' is 

true. A chair may  help illustrate this. Intellectual assent is recog-

nizing that a chair is a chair and agreeing that it is designed to 

statically support a person who sits on it. Trust is actually sitting on 
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the chair. 

 

Understanding these two aspects of faith is crucial. Many people 

believe certain facts about Jesus Christ. Many people will intellec-

tually agree with what the Bible declares about Jesus. But knowing 

those facts to be true is not what the Bible means by “faith.” The 

biblical definition of faith requires intellectual assent to the facts 

and trust in the facts. 

( http://www.gotquestions.org/definition-of-faith.html#ixzz3Qds0fT1v) 

                                                                                                        

46. Prayer                                                                                                                                                                
When we think of the word 'prayer', we must be aware that we ad-

dress many different notions that people have of it. The vast 

majority of people on earth pray, some regularly, some occasional-

ly, others when they are confronted with adverse circumstances or 

imminent danger.  

There are many ways to pray. Some perform 'formal' prayers, pre-

scribed prayers that are  performed by adhering to certain rules, 

such as folding of hands, closing one's eyes, kneeling or by prostra-

tion, lifting up hands or whatever. It is needless to mention that 

prayer is not presenting a shopping list to God, as though he were a 

kind of 'father Christmas'. Last of all, prayer is not merit, in that it 

is used to compensate for sins one has done.  

Some will hold that the right kind of performance is an essential 

part of a prayer that is acceptable to God. Others have little use for 

external forms in prayer. Prayer is first of all worship and should 

never be viewed as a duty. That would be much like kissing ones 

beloved out of a sense of duty. 

It goes without saying  that prayer is an intense and deeply personal 

act of communion with God, an expression of our 'heart'. We adore 

and praise almighty God, and at the same time commune with our 

heavenly Father who cares, we submit to his will, give our thanks 

to him, confess sins, we might have committed, to him, and ask for 

forgiveness. We practice intersession, that is prayer for others (du'a, 
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informal prayer), for family, friends, those in need, etc. Prayer is not  

a monologue. It is a response to our God speaking to us when we 

read his word. 

Jesus left us a model for praying, not necessarily meaning the con-

stant repetition of the formulation he used. He taught: 

                                                                                                                        

Mt 6:5-13,   "When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 

they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 

corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward in full.  

"But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray 

to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what 

is done in secret, will reward you.  

"And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for 

they think they will be heard because of their many words.  

"Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need be-

fore you ask him. This, then, is how you should pray: 

 "Our Father in heaven,                                                                                                       

 hallowed be your name,                                                                                   

 your kingdom come,                                                                                                           

 your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                      

 Give us today our daily bread.                                                     

 And forgive us our debts [sins and guilt], as we also have 

 forgiven our debtors.                                                                           

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the 

 evil one.                                                                              

 [other translation: "lead us that we do not fall into temptation"]                                                                                  

   

This is the model Christians are using in their prayer-life. Islam 

follows different pattern.  

Muslims are called upon to perform prayers (salat, pronounce sa-

lah) five times a day in the Arabic language. These prayers are 



387 
 

 

obligatory on every Muslim who has reached the age of puberty, 

with the exception of those who are mentally ill, too physically ill 

for it to be possible. The five prayers are each assigned for pre-

scribed times (al waqt) at which they must be performed, unless 

there is a compelling reason for not being able to perform them on 

time. In that case they should be performed later.  

To perform valid Salat [pronounce 'salah'], Muslims must be in a 

state of ritual purity, which is achieved by ritual ablution, (wuḍūʾ), 

according to prescribed procedures. 

Salat consists of the repetition of a unit of prayer called a rakʿah  

consisting of prescribed actions and words. The number of obliga-

tory (farḍ) rakaʿāt varies from two to four according to the time of 

day or other circumstances (such as Friday congregational worship, 

which has two rakats). ... The minimal, obligatory rakats may be 

supplemented with acts that are optional but are considered merito-

rious. Prayer is fard (obligatory) for all Muslims except those who 

are disabled, prepubescent, very sick, lactating, pregnant, have 

menstrual bleeding (period), are frail and elderly or travelling on a 

long journey. Roughly 49% of Muslims are believed to  pray their 

daily prayers regularly.  

Prescribed time periods (waqt) for Salat are:                                                           

 Dawn to sunrise   (2 Raka'at)                                                                     

 After true noon     (4 Raka'at)                                                                                      

 Afternoon   (4 Raka'at)                                                                                                         

 After sunset until dusk    (2 Raka'at)                                                                

 Dusk until dawn    (4 Raka'at) 

 The Salat prayer (to be performed in Arabic) is: 

"Allah akbar! (Allah is great).                                                                                                
Holiness unto Thee, O Allah! And praise be to Thee!                                                                                                 
Great is Thy name! Great is Thy greatness!                                                                               
There is no deity but Thee!                                                                                                          
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I seek refuge of Allah from the cursed Satan.                                                                                                     
In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful                                                                                

Praise be to Allah, Lord of all worlds!                                                                                
The compassionate, the merciful King of the day of reckoning!                                                                                  
Thee only do we worship, and to Thee only do we cry for help.                                    
Guide Thou us in the straight path. The path of those to                                                                     
whom Thou hast been gracious. With whom Thou art not angry 
and who go not astray. Amen".                                                                                              
Recitation of Surah 1                                                                                           

"Say: He is Allah alone. Allah the eternal!                                                                                                    

He begetteth not, and is not begotten, and there is none                                                   

like unto him". Allah is great!                                                                                                                    
Recitation of Surah 112 

I extol the holiness of the Lord, the most High! (3x)                                                                        

Allah is great! (2x)                                                                                                                                          

I extol the holiness of the Lord, the most High! (3x)                                                          

Allah is great!                                                                                                                                

The adoration of the tongue are for Allah, and also the                                                    

adoration of the body, and alms giving!                                                                                                     

Peace be on Thee, O Prophet, with the mercy of Allah and                                               

His blessing!                                                                                                                                             

Peace be upon us and upon Allah's righteous servants!                                                                                                       

I testify that there is no deity but Allah, and I testify                                                                                                              

that Mohammed is the servant of Allah, and the messenger of Allah!                              

O Allah have mercy on Muhammad and on his descendants, as                                       

thou didst have mercy on Abraham and on his descendants.                                                                                                      

Thou art to be praised, and Thou art great. O Allah, bless                                                                                               

Muhammad and his descendants as Thou didst bless Abraham                                        

and his descendants!                                                                                                                                    

Thou are to be praised and Thou art great!                                                                                   

O Allah, our Lord, give us the blessings of this life,                                                                              

and also the blessings of life everlasting.                                                                           

Save us from the torments of fire!" 
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47. The meaning of sacrifices                                                      
The meaning of sacrifices according to the Bible 

    The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:The Bible:                                                                    
Lev. 17:11,  ''…the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have 

given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls: for 

it is the blood that makes atonement by reason of the life.''    

Lev. 5:17-18,  "If anyone sins, and does any of the things which 

Yahweh has commanded not to be done; though he didn't know 

it, yet he is guilty, and shall bear his iniquity. He shall bring a 

ram without blemish from of the flock, according to your esti-

mation, for a trespass offering, to the priest; and the priest shall 

make atonement for him concerning the thing in which he 

sinned and didn't know it, and he will be forgiven.''   

Lev 16:15,   "Then he [the sinner] shall kill the goat of the sin of-

fering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil, 

and do with his blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and 

sprinkle it on the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat.''   

Lev 1:4,   ''He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, 

and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.''   

[In the New Testament is fulfilled what had been prophesied, that Je-

sus is the ultimate sacrifice]: 

Jn 1:29,  "[John the Baptist - Yahyah] saw Jesus coming to him, 

and said, 'Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world!'" 

Mt 26:26-28,   "As they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave 

thanks for it, and broke it. He gave to the disciples, and said, 

'Take, eat; this is my body.' He took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave to them, saying, 'All of you drink it, for this is my blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the remis-

sion of sins.'" 



390  ·  AUTHOR NAME 

 

Rom 3:21-25,   ''…now apart from the law, a righteousness of 

God has been revealed, being testified by the law and the proph-

ets; even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 

to all and on all those who believe. For there is no distinction, 

for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; being jus-

tified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus;  whom God set forth to be an atoning sacrifice…"   

The meaning of sacrifices according to the Qur'an,          

The Qur'an                                                                   The Qur'an                                                                   The Qur'an                                                                   The Qur'an                                                                   
22:34-37,  ''To every people did We appoint rites (of sacrifice), 

That they might celebrate the name of Allah over the sustenance 

He gave them from animals (fit for food). But your God is One 

God: Submit then your wills to Him (In Islam): and give thou 

The good news to those Who humble themselves, - to those 

whose hearts, When Allah is mentioned, Are filled with fear, 

Who show patient perseverance Over their afflictions, keep up 

Regular prayer, and spend (In Charity) out of what We have be-

stowed upon them.                             

''The sacrificial camels We have made for you as among the 

Symbols from Allah: in them is (much) Good for you: then pro-

nounce The name of Allah over them as they are down on their 

sides (after slaughter), eat ye thereof, and feed such as (beg not 

but) live in contentment, and such as beg with due humility: 

thus have We made animals subject to you, that ye may be 

grateful.  

''It is not their meat Nor their blood, that reaches Allah: it is your 

piety That reaches Him: He Has thus made them subject To you, 

that ye may glorify Allah for His guidance to you: And proclaim 

the good news to all who do right.''  
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