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Prologue
This is a response to J.D. Shams’ book ‘Where did Jesus die?’, 8th Edition 1989. The book was first
published in 1945 by the Ahmadiyya Community in the United Kingdom. Numerous arguments found in it
have been successfully answered by various followers of Jesus1 according to the Bible. Where this is the
case, the sources will be given below. Where necessary, further comments are made.
The main point of the book under consideration is that Jesus allegedly did not die on the cross. He only
swooned and was healed within forty days by a miraculous ointment. He then travelled to the East on a
mission to the ten lost tribes of the children of Israel, believed by Ahmad to be the peoples of
Afghanistan and Kashmir. He died a natural death at the age of 120 and was buried in Srinagar, the
capital of Kashmir. Before a response to these allegations is given, it will be helpful to note a few general
points:
Considering the Big Picture
1. According to the earliest records, Jesus Christ himself said that he would die and rise again:
‘When I saw him (Jesus), I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me
and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and
now look, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” ’ (Revelation
1:17-18, see also 22:13 & 16)2
‘Then he (Jesus) opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them,
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.” ’ (Luke 24:45-47)

2. When faced with such clear evidence, Muslims normally say that the Bible has been changed
where it does not agree with the Quran. Interestingly, this argument was used the first time by
Ibn-Khazem who died in 1064 in Cordoba. Only then, about five centuries after the advent of
Islam, translations of the Bible were more widely available in Arabic. Muslims realized they had a
huge problem, summarized in Surah 2, Al-Baqarah, 107: ‘Whatever message We abrogate or
cause to be forgotten, We bring one better than that or the like thereof.’
What could possibly be better than to have instant and absolute certain forgiveness of sins
through repentance and faith in the death of Jesus Christ on the cross and his subsequent
resurrection from the dead? He was the final perfect sacrifice, as has been promised in the
previous Scriptures and is alluded to in the Quran:
In Surah 17, Al-Isra, verses 1-7, the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem is mentioned. It was built in
obedience to God’s command. Sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins were a vital ritual performed
in the temple - the very heart of its existence!
God’s way of totally securing forgiveness from him in the Torah is further established on the main
website of the Ahmadiyya community in an article by Arshad Khan that first appeared in ‘The
Review of Religions’, October 1992.3
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This term is used to emphasise their desire to practice what Jesus Christ taught, distinguishing them from
‘Christians’. Many of the latter are nominal and have committed many inexcusable mistakes due to their lack of
faith in Christ and his word.
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Both Muslims and Christians agree that the blood of animals cannot take away sin. All three of
God’s books, the Torah, Zabur and the Injeel, indicate that the sacrifices in the past point to a
perfect sacrifice that was to come, Jesus Christ.4 The first covenant mentioned in the book of
Exodus, chapter 24, is known in the Bible as the ‘Old Testament.’ It was inaugurated with blood
of animals. Likewise, the second covenant is known in the Bible as the ‘New Testament.’
However, it was inaugurated with the blood of Jesus Christ, the final sacrifice. All those who
repent from their sinful ways and put their trust in Jesus have instant forgiveness of their sins.
This is absolutely certain, as forgiveness was in the days of Moses.
As mentioned already, since the Quran says that Jesus did not die on the cross, the only solution
was to say the Bible got corrupted where it does not agree with the Quran. However, there is
evidence in the Quran that neither the written Torah nor the Injeel was changed:
In Surah 19, Maryam, verse 12, Yahya, known as John the Baptist, who lived at the time of
Hazrat Isa was told ‘to take hold of the Book, (the Torah).’ Surah 3, Ali’Imran, verse 49, tells us
that Jesus was also taught in the Torah. Hence, in the 1st century, at the time of Jesus and John,
the Torah must have been unchanged, otherwise they would have been taught a corrupted book.
(See also Surah 3, Ali’Imran, verse 94.)
Surah 5, Al Ma’idah, verses 67-69, call upon Jews and Christians in the 6th century, the time of
the prophet of Islam, to observe their books and commends some of them as being, ‘moderate’.
The Arabic word can also be translated as ‘being on the right course’. If parts of their Scriptures
had been corrupted that would not be possible. That verse can not include the Quran. Had they
believed in it, they would have ceased to be Christians and Jews. Quranic verses speaking about
changes in the Torah refer to oral misquoting only, not to changes in the written word.
In Surah 29, Al Ankabut, verse 47, Muslims are commanded to say to the People of the Book, the
Jews and the Christians, ‘We believe in that which has been revealed to us and that which has
been revealed to you; and our God and your God is One; and to him we submit.’
Surah 7, Al Araf, verse 171, refers to the Bible, saying: ‘And as to those who hold fast by the
Book, and observe Prayer, surely We suffer not the reward of such righteous People to perish.’
Anyone who compares a 6th century copy of the Scriptures with today’s copies will find out that
there has been no substantial change in them. When the Quran speaks positively about the
Tawrat and the Injeel in the present tense, it is doing so in the light of the form they were in at that
time. Scripture and history5 make it clear that those terms were also used referring to what is
today known as the whole Old and New Testament, contained in the Holy Bible. In the light of all
this evidence the question needs to be asked: ‘Why do Ahmadiyyas choose only certain verses
from the Scriptures to build their case, while yet ignoring many others that speak clearly about the
death of Jesus Christ on the cross and his subsequent resurrection?’
3. According to the PhD study of Dr Gary Haberman6, the following historical7 facts are believed by
over 90% of Christian and non-Christian scholars: 1. Jesus Christ died by crucifixion 2. The
disciples truly believed that Jesus had risen from the dead. 3. Enemies of Jesus (Paul and James
in Mark 6) truly believed that Jesus had risen from the dead. The job of historians is to take
evidence and facts from history and provide an account, a theory, a hypothesis that best explains
4
5
6

7

Leviticus 23:19-27: ‘atonement’ from root: ‘to cover’, Psalm 22, Mark 10:45, Hebrews 9:13-14, 10:1-4
http://www.christianityexplained.net/explainedto/muslims/26.html
http://www.garyhabermas.com/articles/southeastern_theological_review/minimal-facts-methodology_08-022012.htm See also http://vimeo.com/39314964 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FR8K7LURsg (about 32
min into the recording)
The first five books of the New Testament are classified as historical records from the fist Century AD (see point
5). Besides, there is also reliable non Biblical evidence as listed in footnote 11.
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those facts. The resurrection of Jesus explains these facts best while the swoon theory scores
the worst. Early proponents of it included rationalist theologians in the late 18th century. Nothing is
known about that theory for certain before that rather late date.8
4. Eyewitnesses, who could tell the difference between a person who was dead and one that was
alive, verified Jesus’ death. (See John 19:34/Mark 15:44-45)
5. Latest scholarship generally agrees that all the Gospels and other books of the New Testament
were written between 48 and 97 AD.9 They clearly talk in many places about the corner stone of
the Biblical message, the death of Jesus on the cross. If Jesus allegedly died at the age of 120,
that would have given him over 70 years to correct what his disciples had written, if it was not
true. Had he not done so, he would have lied. It is impossible for a prophet to commit such a
heinous sin.
6. If, contrary to the Bible and secular history10, Jesus Christ did not die on the cross, he and his
disciples would have deceived the whole world! This is beyond belief for two main reasons:
- The Bible repeatedly teaches the importance of being truthful.
- Most of his 12 disciples died a martyr’s death11 for believing in the death and resurrection of
Jesus. Who would be prepared to die for a lie? Liars make poor martyrs.
These six general points provide overwhelming evidence supporting the Biblical, historical and traditional
account of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross and his subsequent resurrection. Why does the Ahmadiyya
community as the only Muslim group still propagate the swoon theory? The answer is most likely given
by the son of the founder, Bashir-ud-din:
‘It is impossible for us to think that Jesus the Messiah is alive in Heaven while Muhammad, our Holy
Prophet, lies buried in the earth. We cannot think so. ... If it is true that Jesus is alive in Heaven, we
cannot feel more dead. We cannot tolerate the thought that our Master is dead and buried, while Jesus
is alive and in Heaven. We feel humiliated before Christians.’ 12
Having set the stage by putting the details that follow into a proper perspective, let us now turn to them in
reply to the book ‘Where did Jesus die?’

Response to ‘Introduction’ (xiii-xxii)
Even though Mr. Shams takes his supposed evidence that Jesus did not die on the cross from the
Gospels, he severely criticizes them with eight points that have all been refuted in great detail
elsewhere.13 Therefore, only some additional comments are made:
Point 1 (page xiii) that the Councils of Nicea and Laodicea determined in about 350 AD which books
should be part of the New Testament is taken from ‘The Age of Reason’ written by Thomas Paine in
1793-94. Modern Scholarship has long since debunked that archaic view. The fact is that Church
Councils have only recognized the authority inherent in the books themselves. It came from principles
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swoon_hypothesis
http://www.freebeginning.com/new_testament_dates/ This link refutes point 3 on page xiv.
probe.org/site/c.fdKEIMNsEoG/b.4223639/k.567/Ancient_Evidence_for_Jesus_from_NonChristian_Sources.htm
http://www.reclaimingthemind.org/blog/2009/04/what-happened-to-the-twelve-apostles-how-their-deathsevidence-easter/
Bashir-ud-din, Invitation to Ahmadiyyat, p. 15.
http://www.bible.ca/b-new-testament-documents-f-f-bruce.htm ; http://carm.org/manuscript-evidence ;
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2HFs2cVKNU ; http://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/canon.cfm
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such as apostolicity (was a book written or backed by an Apostle) and universality (was it widely
accepted). The need for that arose because of a growing number of false teachers.
Point 4 (page xiv) alleges numerous contradictions and inconsistencies in the four accounts. Various
perfectly reasonable explanations have been given about this matter, such as:
‘A summary may differ from a detailed account... Details may differ because of the differing perspectives
from which the narratives are made... An account relating only one part of an event may differ
significantly from another account relating another part of that event... A summary from one point of view
may differ from a summary from a different point of view... An account relating actual chronological
sequence may differ from an account that unfolds according to a different organizing principle...
Remember: the biblical authors wrote their narratives in accordance with their own purposes. They were
free to organize them chronologically, logically, topically, and so forth. They were free to summarize
them, provide many details or few details, emphasize some points over others, and the like. All of these
conventions are in keeping with the inspiration and complete truthfulness of Scripture...’ 14
Other authors have explained all apparent contradictions in the Bible.15 This goes to show that followers
of Jesus have perfectly reasonable answers to critics, provided they are not closed by preconceived
notions, expressed as, ‘We cannot think so...We cannot tolerate the thought.’
For those who prefer to listen to a lecture on this subject rather than reading a lot about it, there is an
excellent interview with Dr. Darrell Bock, a leading New Testament Scholar available on the Internet.16
Futhermore, the Quran too contains numerous passages that mention the same stories, but with
different details. For example, in Surah 35:11 it says God created man from dust. In Surah 15:26 he is
created of potter's clay. Surah 37:11 uses the phrase 'sticky clay'.17
Point 5 (page xiv) doubts whether John, the disciple of Jesus wrote the fourth Gospel without telling the
reader how verse 24 of the last chapter also reveals that fact.
‘The authorship of the Gospel of John has been traditionally ascribed to the apostle John, the son of
Zebedee and the brother of James. The Gospel itself, however, does not put forth the author’s name
(which has made the authorship of John a much-debated issue among interpreters). The only reference
to the author is the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ (21:20, 24). The apostle John is usually seen as the
author because the Gospel exhibits many marks that intimate it was written by one who was an
eyewitness to the life and ministry of Jesus, such as the aroma of the broken perfume jar in the house at
Bethany (12:3).
Even individuals who were anonymous in the Synoptics are given names in John’s Gospel (6:7–8; 12:3;
18:10). Many other aspects of the Gospel point toward the apostle John. Examples are the author’s
knowledge of Palestinian geography, Jewish customs, and the author’s inclusion within the inner circle of
disciples (listed by the Synoptic Gospels as Peter, James, and John). Writers in the earliest periods of
Christian history, such as Irenaeus and Tertullian, also attribute the Gospel to the apostle John.’18
Furthermore, it is alleged that the original Hebrew text of the Gospel of Matthew was lost.
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http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/bibleanswers/theology/inconsistenciesbetweenaccountsscripture.html
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However, ‘modern studies have shown this to be untenable. Modern variants of the hypothesis survive,
but have not found favor with scholars as a whole.’19
Point 8 (page xiv) contains a very revealing admission: ‘we must bear in mind that the Gospels were
written when the death of Jesus, on the Cross, for some reason or other, was already believed in by the
majority.’
As established earlier, the Gospels were written within the 1st century AD, a few years after the events
described therein took place. The majority believed that Jesus died on the Cross and rose again on the
third day because many witnessed those well known events, experienced their transforming power first
hand and followed Jesus. Surely they would have objected to anything written wrongly in the Gospels
while they were still alive. Therefore, to say many centuries later these things were not true is very
audacious. Mr. Shams makes his case worse by using a well known spirit guide (page xviii) and ‘Free
Thinkers’ (page xix) who practice spiritism in support. To ask spirits, whose main job is to mislead
humans, for guidance is bound to be ending in failure. No wonder it is forbidden in the Bible and the
Quran.20

Response to ‘Chapter 1: Passages from the Gospels’
Jesus’ Prayer (pages 1-3)
Mr. Shams argued that Jesus’ prayer for deliverance from the Cross in the Garden of Gethsemane was
answered. He built his case on a few passages:
‘ “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me (Jesus); yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel
from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.’ (Luke 22:42)
Jesus was about to enter into the most horrific experience which finds no precedent in the whole of
human history! It is summed up in the words,
‘God made him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.’ (1 Corinthians 5:21)
The reader may pause for a moment and try to take in the deeply profound meaning of that verse. Jesus,
the one who was without sin took all past and future rebellion and filth against God upon him to receive
the punishment on our behalf, death! Much worse than the physical pain of the crucifixion is the
emotional and the spiritual agony, expressed in its totality by separation from him who is the very source
of life! In such a dramatic event time ceases to exist. Death becomes synonymous with eternity for
someone who enjoyed an unceasing relationship at the deepest level with the Almighty God. The sweat
of Jesus was like drops of blood falling to the ground. This points to a possible hermatidrosis, the actual
mingling of blood and sweat as in cases of extreme anguish, strain or sensitivity.21
An angel came to strengthen him. All these surrounding circumstances point to a scenario of almost
unbearable distress for which language is devoid of words. This is the real significance of the cup from
which Jesus asked to be delivered by the Father, stressing that not his will but God’s shall be done. In
comparison the actual, physical death was the ‘least’ important part of it.
Jesus’ fully human plea shows that he indeed became a man like us. That he is without sin, in opposite
to us, is made clear by the way he brings the request before his Father. It is embedded by the words,
19
20
21

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Gospel_hypothesis
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‘...not my will but yours be done’. These kinds of wishes are not in themselves sinful as long as they are
brought in subjection to God. Furthermore, Jesus prayed this request in his human nature in which he
experienced fear as well. We read in Philippians 2:5-11:
(Jesus)....‘Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to
his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made
in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to death— even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.’
In addition, as Satan got permission to tempt Jesus at the beginning of his public ministry,22 there is a
possibility that he was allowed to blind Jesus partly so that he could not see his aim clearly for some
time.
Jesus’ prayer was answered. God’s will that he should die for our sins did happen! The following two
passages from the Psalms are applied to Jesus while he was at the cross according to John 19:23 and
36:
‘For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from
him but has listened to his cry for help.’ (Psalm 22:24)
‘The righteous person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all; he protects all
his bones, not one of them will be broken.’ (Psalm 34:19-20)
‘God answered this prayer by raising Jesus from the dead.’ (Matthew 28:6)
On page 3, Mr. Shams admits the truth when he writes, ‘Jesus himself believed that God had accepted
his prayer and that he would die on the Cross.’
However, what follows makes one wonder whether it was not one of the numerous spelling mistakes
contained in the book.23 The author thinks that Jesus was wrong to pray on the cross, ‘My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?’ Since to believe wrong things about God is a sin, that would turn the
sinless prophet into a sinner, which cannot be.
The truth is, God indeed forsook Jesus in his human nature because he took our sins upon him. They
separate men from God. The heart of the Gospel teaches that Jesus who was sinless took upon himself
our sin so that we could be forgiven through repentance and faith in him. That is why he died an
‘accursed’ death, not because of his own sins as the Jews mistakenly believed.
When he said in John 16:32, ‘A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to
your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me’, he was
speaking about the time when the disciples left him only. It does not say, ‘my Father is with me all the
time’.
‘During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to
the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.’
(Hebrews 5:7)
Mr. Shams interprets these words to mean that Jesus was actually saved from the physical death on the
cross as an answer to his prayer.
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Kenneth S. Wuest, a well known New Testament Greek scholar writes on Hebrews 5:7: ‘There are two
words in Greek which mean ‘from’, ‘apo’ which means ‘from the edge of,’ and ‘ek’ which means ‘out from
within.’ The second is used here. The Messiah prayed to be saved out form within death. Had the
inspired writer used ‘apo’, he would have reported our Lord as praying to be saved form dying a physical
death. At no time in his life did he pray that prayer.’24 The prayer was indeed answered! Jesus was
saved out from within death through the resurrection! Hebrews 5:7 refers in particular to the prayers
Jesus made while hanging on the cross. For example, his words, ‘My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?’ (Mark 15:34) are the beginning of a petition found in Psalm 22 which ends in thanksgiving
for answered prayers!
We conclude this section by letting Jesus confirm the answer to the question himself, whether or not the
cup of suffering and death on the cross was taken away from him:
‘Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?’ ‘We can,’ they answered. Jesus said to them, ‘You will
indeed drink from my cup...’ (Matthew 20:22-23)
James was later to die as a martyr (see Acts 12:2). John suffered a lot for Jesus, was banished to
Patmos (Revelation 1:9) and died a natural death. Neither of them died for the sins of the world. That is
why they were only drinking from Jesus’ cup not his whole one.
Rising of the Saints (pages 4-5)
In his attempt to disprove that Jesus died on the Cross, Mr. Shams quotes from a passage of the Gospel
which describes the last moments of Jesus’ life. If he would have mentioned only two immediately
preceding verses and one more that followed his biased citation, they would have proven him wrong.
Therefore they are here included:
‘And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke
open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs
after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion
and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were
terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” ’ (Matthew 27:50-54)
The reader of ‘Where did Jesus die?’ is not allowed to examine, that Jesus gave up his spirit, meaning
that he died. J.C. Ryle, a renowned theologian comments on this very interesting phrase:
‘There is a depth of meaning, no doubt, in these words that we cannot understand. There was something
mysterious about our Lord’s death, which made it unlike the death of any mere man. He who spoke the
words before us, we must carefully remember, was God as well as man. His divine and human nature
were inseparably united. His divine nature, of course, could not die. He Himself said, “I lay down my life
that I might take it again. No man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again” (John 10:17-18). Christ died, not as we die when our hour is
come - not because he was compelled and could not help dying - but voluntarily and of his own free
will.’25
Moreover, Mr. Shams’ readers are also denied the clear verdict of the centurion, a professional officer in
the Roman army who was in charge of Jesus’ crucifixion. The man whose own life depended on carrying
out orders, in this case to kill Jesus, shouted in the past tense that Jesus, the Son of God was no more!
(The word, ‘Son’ is to be understood in a spiritual not in a physical sense.26)
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Let us know examine the reasons why the passage under consideration is mentioned in a truncated
form. Apparently, it cannot be taken literally that many holy people who had died were raised to life and
appeared to many people. However, the reason why such an event is not recorded in history could just
as well be because these appearances were only very short and personal, difficult to independently
verify. Be it as it may, there is undoubtedly a lot of symbolism behind this story. It speaks of Christ’s
conquering death through his redemptive work on the cross, having an effect on everybody, even the
holy people from the past.
However, the following verses show that Jesus was not just ‘like a prisoner in a tomb from whence he
escaped to a place of safety,’ (page 6) rather the prison is a picture for the realm of the dead:
‘For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put
to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation
to the imprisoned spirits—to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days
of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and
this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone
into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.’
(1 Peter 3:18-22)
Sign of Jonah the Prophet (page 6)
Most of the opposition Jesus got during his public ministry came from the religious people of his day.
Once they challenged him to give proof for his claims to be the promised Messiah, the Savior. In
response Jesus said that only the sign of the prophet Jonah would be given to them. The clear meaning
of the Biblical passage where that encounter is recorded has been much misunderstood by leading
Muslims, like Mr. Shams. As will be shown, they tried to interpret it from their perspective, isolating the
paragraph from its wider context.
‘Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a miraculous
sign from you.” He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none
will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at
the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.” ’ (Matthew 12:38-41)
When Jesus refers to his death on the cross and his resurrection as the sign of Jonah he wants to
declare the following truth: In the same way as Jonah rose again from what normally is leading to a sure
death, (being swallowed by a huge fish for three days) Jesus too will raise again after three days from
what usually no one can escape, from death! Jesus likens what will happen to him with the story of
Jonah mainly in regard to the time factor, the three days.
As a matter of fact not everything in an incident that is used as a sign to compare with another situation
must be taken literally. The truth that Jonah stayed alive in the belly of the fish cannot be used as a proof
that Jesus too must have survived the cross alive. This way of arguing would lead us into big problems
because then we would also have to try to apply the other details of Jonah’s story to what happened to
Jesus. This is impossible because Jonah disobeyed God, Jesus did not, Jonah was swallowed by a
huge fish, Jesus was not, etc. This same way of using a comparison to communicate one major truth
only is found in other parts of the Bible: ‘For as lightening that comes from the east and is visible even in
the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.’ (Matthew 24:27)
The context (verses 23-25) shows that the only point Jesus makes in this verse is that his return will be
visible everywhere. To read into his statement more than this would be a dangerous speculation.
9

If there is still doubt in the reader’s mind about the one truth in the comparison to the sign of Jonah, he
must look at the wider context. Besides many verses that clearly mention Jesus’ death and resurrection,
verses 18-22 of John, chapter 2 help to further clarify the matter:
‘Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do
all this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” The Jews
replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” But
the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what
he had said. Then they believed the Scriptures and the words that Jesus had spoken.’
Here again Jesus is asked for a miraculous sign and he repeatedly states that they would find it in his
resurrection from the dead after three days! But this time he makes it clear that they would destroy this
temple, meaning they would kill his body! It is not uncommon for Jesus to express the same truth (as in
the sign of Jonah) but in different ways, with a slightly different emphasis (here stressing his death as
well). For more examples of this method of teaching, please read Matthew 13:24-30 and compare it with
verses 47-50, or 13:44-46.
Furthermore, those who use the sign of Jonah to say that Jesus did not die on the cross will have to
realize that their interpretation contradicts all the verses in the Torah, the Gospel27 and accounts of
secular history (Josephus in ‘Antiquitates’ Vol. 18, III:3) where the death of Jesus the Messiah is clearly
mentioned. Many religious people were rebuked by Jesus to belong to ‘a wicked and adulterous
generation’ (Matthew 12:39). He knew that they had already made up their minds regarding who he was.
The Lord died and rose again indeed! They refused to believe, no matter how convincing the arguments
were. To others Jesus said, ‘You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.’ (John 8:32) To which
category will you be counted?
The Dream of Pilate’s Wife (page 6)
Mr. Shams continues with his biased selection of Bible texts to say that Pilate tried in vain to listen to his
wife’s dream, warning him not to crucify Jesus. Therefore, he secretly did everything possible to prevent
Jesus from dying. In answering this allegation the wider context of the passage will again be given:
‘Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he
gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?”
But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.
‘Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time
they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered,
Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is
called the Messiah?” For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.
‘While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do
with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” But the chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. “Which of
the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” they answered. “What shall
I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why?
What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

27

e.g.: Isaiah 53:5,8-11; Matthew 27:32-28:8; Acts 2:22-24; Romans 5:6-8; John 19:26, 30,35, even Jesus Himself
speaks about his death and resurrection in Mark 8:31-32.
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‘When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water
and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your
responsibility!” All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”
‘Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.’
(Matthew 27:11-26)
The whole text makes it clear that Pilate knew before his wife’s dream of Jesus’ innocence. He
personally did listen to her plea, ‘Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man.’ and washed his
hands in front of the crowd with water to show his disagreement. However, that is as far as his influence
went.
To say that Pilate prolonged the trial so the Jews would only have three hours to put Jesus on the cross
and that it was not enough to cause death is totally wrong for the following reasons:


Contrary to what Mr. Shams said, Jesus spent twice as much time on the cross according to
Mark 15:25-34, namely six hours.



One of the human reasons why Jesus died relatively quickly is found in that he was flogged in the
Roman way first. In order to satisfy the crowds, history tells us that they used a whip with several
strips of leather into which pieces of bone or metal were embedded. The Jews limited the number
of times criminals could be flogged to a maximum of 40, stopping at 39 lashes in case of a
miscount. No such limitation was recognized by the Romans. Their victims of floggings often did
not survive.28



As mentioned before on page 8, Jesus gave up his Spirit in his own controlled time since he is
master over life and death.



Since nothing is impossible to God, it is presumptuous to tell him what cannot happen on the
cross.

The subsequent reasoning of Mr. Shams displayed on the left side of the table is also easily shown to be
false:
The centurion showed sympathy to Jesus

Only after his death (Luke 23:46-47)

Jesus’ legs were not broken to hasten death

Because Jesus was dead (John 19:33-36)

Joseph was permitted to bury Jesus too easily

Permission was given after certain death29

Nicodemus, a physician, helped in the burial

Nicodemus was a teacher (John 3:1-9;19:39)

They treated Jesus in a new tomb, owned by
Joseph, to revive him.

Jewish burial customs were followed. Then they
left to observe Sabbath (John 19:40ff)

Response to ‘Chapter 2: The Judgment’ (pages 8-17)
The main point of chapter 2 is the same made in Point 4 to which a response has already been given on
page 4. The allegation is made that the four witnesses of the Gospel differ among themselves. The
detailed points of Mr. Shams will be summarized and responded to below:
A fictitious court case is set up where the documents on which followers of Jesus build their arguments
for the death and resurrection of Jesus are questioned due to a lack of signatures and proof of divine
inspiration.
28
29

http://www.bible-history.com/past/flagrum.html
Ulpian 48, 24, 1; Hug, De cadav. punit. in the Freiburger Leitschrift 5, p. 174.
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Reply: The same could be said about the Quran. The revelations given to Muhammad were not written
down by himself:
‘Narrated by al Bara: There was revealed “Not equal are those believers who sit and those who strive
and fight in the cause of Allah” (Surah 4, Nisaa, verse 95). The prophet said: “Call Zaid for me and let
him bring the board, the ink pot and the scapula bone.” Then he said: “Write: Not equal are those
believers.” ’ (Bukhari,VI, No.512)
The Quran was written down during the prophet’s lifetime but only on loose pieces of different material.
When, at the battle of Yamama in 633 AD, a number of Muslims were killed, it was feared that part of the
revelations might be lost. Therefore, Abu Bakr, the first Muslim leader after Muhammad’s death, asked
Zaid ibn Thabit to collect all the different writing materials on which the Quran was written down. This
was his reaction:
‘By Allah, if he (Abu Bakr) had ordered me to shift one of the mountains it would not have been harder
for me than what he had ordered me concerning the collection of the Quran. I said to both of them, ‘How
dare you do what the prophet has not done?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘By Allah, it’s a good thing’... So I started
locating the Quranic material and collecting it from parchments, scapula, leafstalks of date palms and
from the memories of men. I found with Khuzaima two verses of Surah Tauba which I had not found with
anybody else’(Bukhari,VI, No.201).
Even though those verses had only been found with one person and only one man had the sole
responsibility to collect the first official Quran, Muslims believe it contained all the revelations given to
their prophet. A number of Hadith mention that several of Muhammad’s companions wrote down their
own collections of the revelations (‘Itqan I’ by Suyuti, p62). The best known among them are:
Ibn Masud: He claimed to have learned some 70 Surahs directly from the prophet. Muhammad told
other people to learn the Quran from him and three others (Bukhari, 6, No.521). However, Surah 1, 113
and 114 were missing in his collection (Fihrist, I, p53-57).
Ubay bin Kab: He was the prophet’s secretary in Medina. He is one of the other three mentioned above
whom the prophet recommended as a teacher of the Quran. His collection contained two additional
Surahs and an otherwise unknown verse (‘Itqan I’, Suyuti, p65; ‘Masahif’ by Ibn Abi Dawud, p180-181). It
was widely used in Syria before the appearance of Uthman’s text.
Abu Musa: The people of Basra used his collection. It was identical with the material of Ubai bin Kab.
These different collections of the Quran contained also many variant readings. More than 1,700 are
attributed to Ibn Masud alone (‘Materials for the history of the text of the Quran’, A. Jeffry, 1937).
Muhammad Hamidullah divides them into four classes in the introduction to his French translation of the
Quran (p. xxxIII):
a) Variants caused by a copy mistake. They can be detected easily by comparing with other
manuscripts.
b) Variant readings caused by accidentally adopting marginal notes into the text of the Quran.
c) Variations caused by Muhammad’s permission to recite the revelations in different dialects.
d) Variations caused by the fact that the Quran was copied without vowel marks and without dots to
distinguish between different letters that were written in the same way. (Only 15 different forms of
letters present 28 letters.) Most of the variant readings have very little significance with regard to the
meaning of the text. Only a few present some problems, such as:
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Surah 5, Maida, verse 63: Nineteen alternate readings have been identified, some of which change the
actual meaning of the verse. Changing the vowel combinations caused 14 changes. In the remaining five
cases, one or two consonants were added (Ibid, by A. Jeffery, pages 39, 129, 198, 216, 237).
Surah 33, Alizab, verse 6: ‘The Prophet is closer to the Believers than their own selves, and his wives
are their mothers’ In some Qiraats, like that of Ubai ibn Kab, occur also the word ‘and he is a father to
them’ (‘The Holy Quran’, A. Yusuf Ali, 1975, note 3674). Only reports in the Hadith about these variants
have survived.
The many variant reading caused Muslim soldiers from Iraq, who followed Ibn Masud’s collection, and
soldiers of Syria, who took Ubay’s collection to be the correct one, to accuse each other of lying.
Uthman’s reaction in 653 AD is recorded in the following Hadith:
Uthman sent a message to Hafsa saying, ‘Send us the manuscripts of the Quran so that we may compile
the Quranic materials in perfect copies and return the manuscripts to you’. Hafsa sent it to Uthman,
Uthman then ordered Zaid bin Thabit, Abdullah bin Az-Zubair, Said bin Al-As and Abdur Rahman bin
Harith bin Hisham to rewrite the manuscripts in perfect copies. Uthman said to the three Quraishi men,
‘In case you disagree with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in the Quran, then write it in the dialect of Quraish
as the Quran was revealed in their tongue.’ They did so, and when they had written many copies,
Uthman returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa. Uthman sent to every Muslim province one copy of
what they had copied, and ordered that all the other Quranic materials whether written in fragmentary
manuscripts or whole copies, be burned. Zaid bin Thabit added, ‘A verse from Surah 33, Alizab, (verse
23) was missed by me when we copied the Quran and I used to hear Allah’s Apostle reciting it. So we
searched for it and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-Ansari’ (Bukhari, VI, No.510).
In spite of the radical measures taken there still is a verse missing in today’s Quran:
‘Abdullah bin Abbas reported that Umar bin Khattab sat on the pulpit of Allah’s messenger and said:
‘Verily Allah sent Muhammad with truth and he sent down the book upon him, and the verse of stoning
was included in what was sent down the book upon him, and the verse of stoning was included in what
was sent down to him. We recited it, retained it in our memory and understood it. I am afraid that with the
lapse of time, the people (may forget) and may say: ‘We do not find the punishment of stoning in the
book of Allah, and this go astray by abandoning this duty prescribed by Allah’ (Bukhari, VIII, No.816,
Muslim, III, No. 4194) The verse cannot have been abrogated because the messenger of Islam was the
only one who was authorized to do so. By the time the problem arose he was dead. The only reference
found in today’s Quran reads:
‘The woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornication, flog each of them with a hundred stripes’
(Surah 24, Nur, verse 3).
Perhaps for reasons such as this, Ibn Masud opposed the new official version of the Quran with the
following words: ‘The Prophet taught me to recite 70 Surahs which I had mastered before Zaid had even
become a Muslim. How can you order me to recite the readings of Zaid, when I recited from the very
mouth of the Prophet some 70 Surahs? Am I to abandon what I acquired from the very lips of the
Prophet?’ (‘Masahif’ by Ibn Abi Dawud).
After having studied the early surviving Quran manuscripts very thoroughly, John Gilchrist states: ‘The
oldest manuscripts of the Quran still in existence date from not earlier than about one hundred years
after Muhammad’s death’ (‘Jam’ Al-Qur’an’, p153). He comes to this conclusion because two of the
oldest manuscripts, the Samarqand and Topkapi codices are both written in the Kufic script. It ‘can
generally be dated from the late eighth century depending on the extent of development in the character
of the script in each case’ (Ibid. p146).
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Furthermore, the divine inspiration of the Quran is put in question by making wrong30 scientific
statements regarding the sequential development of embryos:
‘Then We made the sperm into a clot of congealed blood; then of that clot We made a (foetus) lump;
then we made out of that lump bones and clothed the bones with flesh; then we developed out of it
another creature. So blessed be Allah, the best to create!’ (Surah 23, Al-mu'minūn, verse 14)
The mesoderm31 is one layer of the embryo that gives rise to bone and flesh at the same time.
Allegation 1:

Reply:
‘While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” Then the men stepped
forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword,
drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
‘ “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.
Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions
of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” In that
hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to
capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all
taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and
fled.’ (Matthew 26:47–56)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders. Now the betrayer
had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.”
Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. The men seized Jesus and arrested him.
Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his
ear. “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture
me? Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the
Scriptures must be fulfilled.” Then everyone deserted him and fled. A young man, wearing nothing but a
linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.’
(Mark 14:43–52)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve,
was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the
Son of Man with a kiss?” When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should
30
31

http://www.answering-islam.org/Quran/Science/index.htm?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/376720/mesoderm http://www.answeringislam.org/Quran/Science/index.htm?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
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we strike with our swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.
But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. Then Jesus said
to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading
a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the temple courts,
and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” ’ (Luke 22:47-53)
-----------------------------------------------------------------The crowd was sent ahead of the chief priest, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, probably
in case there was some resistance. In that sense, they were part of the crowd. Since different
eyewitnesses tell the same story but from different angles, two of them say that Jesus addresses the
crowd and one says he talks to the leaders who are part of the crowd.
Allegation 2

Reply:
The four authors pursue different aims in writing down what they saw as eyewitnesses. John’s aim is to
picture Jesus as the Son of God in a spiritual sense. He is in control. Therefore he mentions these words
of Jesus which were spoken after the others.
Allegation 3

Reply:
The arrest took place in different stages within a certain period of time. The verses concerned tell us
what happened during the arrest. The servant’s ear was cut off in the process of the arrest not before or
after it. Similarly, one can say, “The operation took place at 2 pm. They amputated his leg.” To say,
“They amputated his leg. The operation took place at 2 pm” means the same.
Allegation 4
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Reply:
This is a good example of what was mentioned already on page 4, ‘An account relating only one part of
an event may differ significantly from another account relating another part of that event.’ According to
Matthew (27:1-10), Judas hanged himself, whereas Luke (Acts 1:18-19) notes that ‘falling headlong he
burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out.’ Let’s think of the actual death of Judas as a
complete jigsaw puzzle and the details of the two accounts as pieces of the puzzle. The Matthean pieces
provide the left side of the puzzle while the Lucan pieces supply the right side. We lack the pieces in the
middle to be able to finish the puzzle, that is, to know exactly what occurred.
A possibility is that when the hanged body finally fell, either because of decay or because someone cut it
down, it was in a decomposed condition and therefore broke open in the middle.
Moreover, it does not say in Acts 1:18, ‘Judas bought the field himself’, but ‘Judas bought a field.’ In the
light of the fact that the leaders bought the field in Matthew 27:3-10, they must have done so in his
name, since it was his money. Similarly, you can say, ‘I bought that house’, whereas in reality it was your
bank that did so, in your name, paid by you with money you got from the sale of your old house.
Allegation 5

Reply
Jesus started out carrying his Cross (John 19:17) but from the other accounts we learn that he had been
weakened by flogging. Therefore, Simon was later pressed into service in order for them to take it in
turns. John’s account is generally much shorter than that of the other witnesses because he has a
different audience and a different purpose: To show that Jesus was indeed the Messiah predicted in the
Old Testament.
Allegation 6

Reply
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Actually, the four witnesses do agree regarding the main charge made against Jesus, that he was, ‘the
King of the Jews’. Since John 19:20 states that it was written in Hebrew, Latin and Greek it is possible
that the exact wording was written down a bit different in each language. Matthew wrote mainly for a
Jewish audience and would naturally translate from the Hebrew inscription. Mark wrote mainly for the
Romans and would be likely to give it as it appeared in the Latin. Luke takes the words as they appeared
in Greek on the sign. John gives it in the full Roman form. Moreover, Mark (15:26) only claims to give the
charge against Jesus, not the name of the accused.
One could also argue that the eyewitnesses wrote down what they could remember in their state of
shock. They do not contradict what others have said but complement it.
Allegation 7

Reply
While both criminals hurled insults at first, one of them later repented. As mentioned before, the writers
of the Gospels wrote for different audiences with different purposes and emphasis. That explains why
John did not mention this conversation in his account.
Allegation 8

Reply
John was using Roman time, that is 6 am, to describe when Jesus was delivered to the Jews. Mark used
the Jewish reckoning, the third hour, that is 9 am Roman time, when the Messiah was actually nailed to
the cross. The Jewish day starts at 6 am whereas the Roman day starts at 12:01 am. Both writers could
have used round numbers, following Jewish reckoning, in a world where the days and nights were often
divided into fourths. A midmorning time of roughly 10:30 could then get rounded either down or up to the
nearest three-hour marker.
Allegation 9
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Reply
Luke and John give us the content of what Matthew describes as ‘the cry’. Together we get the full
picture. The very last words of Jesus are clearly recorded in Luke 24:46: ‘Jesus called out with a loud
voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.’
John’s statement has to be understood as a summary of what happened over a period of time.
Allegation 10

Reply
Having mentioned other things that happened at the death of Jesus, Matthew includes the details of
Mark and Luke, yet sometimes in slightly different ways. The Greek word for ‘man’ found in Mark is
implied by the masculine, singular use of ‘this’ found in Matthew. The centurion most probably spoke out
the other variations since his words do not need to be limited to one sentence.
Since Aramaic was probably spoken by Jesus and his disciples, the Gospel accounts in Greek are a
translation of the precise words originally spoken. They could have been paraphrased or summarized. It
is important to note that there is a difference between accuracy found in the Bible and precession found
in our digital age. While we do have an accurate account of what was said, it may not be the exact words
of the speakers in every case.

Allegation 11

Reply:
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Similarly to the different ways the reader of these lines can be described (e.g. a mother, wife, part time
secretary), Joseph of Arimathea fits all three of the descriptions given to him in the Gospels. They do not
contradict but complement each other.
Allegation 12

Reply:
The fact that an enquiry is not mentioned in one account does not mean it did not take place. As
mentioned before, the Gospel writers put a different emphasis on the events, as God inspired them, in
order to reach their different audiences. Similarly, the text does not say ‘he alone’. It is obvious that only
the spokesperson who made the request was mentioned but he needed some help with the burial.
Allegation 13

Reply
The account in John, Matthew and Luke refers to the time of leaving home. Mark mentions the time
shortly before the arrival at the tomb. John mentions Mary Magdalene as the leader of the group only.

Allegation 14
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Reply:
The meaning of the text in Matthew is that there had been an earthquake before the women arrived at
the tomb, as is made clear by the parallel accounts. Furthermore, words and postures often change in
the course of events. These variations are not contradictory but merely evidence of independent
accounts. From the account in John, we know that angels were appearing in the shape of men.
Frequently only the spokesperson is mentioned and not those who accompany them.
Allegation 15

Reply:
Matthew does not say the angel was still sitting when he spoke. According to Mark he moved inside the
tomb. John chooses to mention only those details which are needed for his purpose of writing, to
understand the spiritual significance of the resurrection.
The remaining arguments of chapter 2 continue on very similar lines and can therefore be answered in
the same pattern used until now. Only the following claim needs to be given special attention:
20

‘According to these accounts none of Jesus’ disciples were present at the time of his supposed death.’
(page 14)
Crucially, this is not true according to John 19:25-27:
‘Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said
to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this
disciple took her into his home.’
Shortly after Jesus’ death we read in Mark 15:40-41:
‘Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for
his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.’
A disciple is someone who obeys32 and follows Jesus. According to this definition surely these women
were his disciples too. There is no doubt that the accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection were based
on eyewitnesses.
Here are a few links for those who wish to find detailed answers to all the other allegations made. The
first one is of particular interest since J.D. Shams presented his points, using a court case scenario.
Harvard Law professor and attorney Simon Greenleaf wrote a book entitled ‘The Testimony of the
Evangelists Examined by the Rules of Evidence Administrated in Courts of Justice’. According to him,
the Gospel accounts are totally trustworthy:
http://www.tektonics.org/harmonize/greenharmony.htm
Other sites dealing successfully with the same subject are:
http://www.answering-islam.org/Andy/Resurrection/harmony.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-accounts.html
http://www.new-life.net/growth/holidays/easter/a-harmony-of-the-resurrection-accounts/

Response to ‘Chapter 3: A Reasonable Explanation of the Story of the Resurrection’
(Pages 18-24)
This chapter relies heavily on material of a few liberal33 and nominal Christians who mostly do not
believe in miracles and divine inspiration as Muslims and followers of Jesus do. Since the death and
resurrection of Jesus is a miracle, by definition they cannot agree with it. It is difficult to see why such
accounts should be taken seriously by people of faith. The following quotes should suffice to show that
they have an astonishing imagination for which they give absolutely no evidence:
‘...finally the storm and the earthquake aroused Jesus to full consciousness.’ (page 19)
‘...the gardener who under the circumstances might have been a material witness.’ (page 22)
He was identified to be Jesus in John 20:15-17!
Several points are repeated from earlier allegations and will therefore not be addressed here further.
32
33

Luke 14:27
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_Christianity
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Response to ‘Chapter 4: Early Documentary Evidence’ (pages 25-35)
The whole argument of this section is built on a letter supposedly written by an Essene, a member of a
religious community of 1st century Israel. It was found sometime in the 1870s in a building in Alexandria.
Later it was translated into German. Research on it gives more details:
‘The document itself has disappeared; its age is not known nor is it known in what tongue the original
writing was made. German and Swedish versions of this document were printed and published in the
19th century. Also an English version. It was republished by John E. Richardson in 1907 and again by the
Holmes Book Company in 1919. It has since been out of print. … In reading this account of the
Crucifixion and Resuscitation of Jesus we cannot look to the sciences of Paleography or Archaeology for
verification of its authenticity. We can only search for internal evidences of truth and reliability, and
compare these documents’ references to the Order of Essenes with that which has been found in the
Dead Sea Scrolls....It is quite possible that future discoveries may at some time corroborate the
incidents.’34
The book that contains the translated letter is available on the Internet and confirms the above
mentioned uncertainties on page 133:35:

Besides this major problem of authenticity there are numerous other issues of which three are very
useful to point out:
1. The letter contradicts the Ahmadiyya version of events that Jesus died in Kashmir by stating on
page 12836:

The above passage clearly contradicts Sham’s shocking attempt (see page 34) to make his
readers believe Jesus did not really die and was buried close to the Dead Sea, in Israel.
According to him we have not just been lied to in the Gospels regarding the death of Jesus but
also in this spurious letter which is supposed to put the record straight!
2. Furthermore, on page 152 it only confirms one of five37 different ages found in Ahmadiyya books
regarding the death of Jesus38:

34

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/marybakergeddy/conversations/topics/758

35

https://archive.org/stream/crucifixionbyeye00richrich#page/132/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/crucifixionbyeye00richrich#page/128/mode/2up
Here are the other four ages: 125 in ‘Jesus in India’ by Ahmad, page 62; 120 in ‘Where did Jesus die’ by
Shams, page 118;before 60 or 70 in ‘Izala Auham’ by Ahamd, pages 623-625
https://archive.org/stream/crucifixionbyeye00richrich#page/152/mode/2up

36
37

38
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3. The letter talks about Jesus having belonged to the Essene Brotherhood. This is a mere
assumption based on a few similarities that are common in all forms of ascetism and intentional
poverty. The following many differences clearly point to the fact that Jesus cannot have been an
Essene himself:39
- The Essenes were monastic, ascetic, and puritanical. Jesus Christ ate rich meat and drank
wine and associated with prostitutes, publicans, and other sinners.
- The Essene life was open to adult males. Jesus Christ specifically sought to include women
and children in his ministry.
- The Essenes rejected the other forms of Judaism as illegitimate, and refused to worship in the
temple or synagogues. Jesus Christ told his disciples that they could listen to the teachings of
the Pharisees so long as they did not follow their hypocritical ways, and regularly worshiped
and ministered in the temple and synagogues.
- The Essenes were so strict in their observances of customs that they refused to so much as
light a fire or use the bathroom on the Sabbath. Jesus Christ specifically opposed and defied
such false doctrines, particularly by making a point of openly healing on the Sabbath.
- While some Essenes lived in cities, they were for the most part a reclusive, secretive
community that accepted new members only after an arduous yearlong initiation process
during which the applicants had to demonstrate their piety. Jesus Christ lived and taught
openly among the people and allowed all who were desiring as such to follow him and be
called his disciples.
- The Essenes rejected being anointed with oil, Jesus Christ allowed Mary Magdalene to do so.
- The Essenes stressed living by morals, ethics, and the law: Jesus Christ emphasized living by
faith.
- The Essenes imposed a strict caste system by rank. Jesus Christ taught that the first shall be
last and the last shall be first.
- The Essenes had a very elevated opinions of themselves, regarding themselves as the only
true righteous that through whom God would act to bring the Messiah into the world and
everyone else as apostate and heretical. Jesus Christ took on the status as a humble servant,
even to the point of objecting when someone called him good (righteous) saying that only the
Father was righteous.
- Like the Pharisees, the Essenes held the common people in low regard, as being not
sufficiently pious or knowledgeable of the law to be counted worthy of consideration. Those
same people were the specific targets of Jesus Christ’s ministry.

Response to ‘Chapter 5: Recent Discovery - Shroud of Jesus’ (pages 36-38)

39

‘The Crises and Responses of Intertestamental Judaism’ by J. Julius Scott: Description of Essene Judaism
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The Oxford University website announced that renewed carbon dating of the shroud, which allegedly
shows the body of Jesus, took place in 2008. The results confirm the conclusion already reached in 1989
that the Turin Shroud is a medieval fake.40
Furthermore, John 19:40 makes it clear that the body of Jesus was not put into a shroud in the first
place:
’

Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in
accordance with Jewish burial customs.’
Matthew 27:59, Mark 15:46, and Luke 23:53 describe Jesus’ body being wrapped literally ‘in linen cloth,’
not ‘in a linen cloth.’ Strips of linen are made of linen cloth. Even if it would be taken to mean a single
sheet of linen cloth, since John gives the reader most details, this could mean that it was later cut into
stripes according to Jewish burial customs.
In the light of the above facts there is no need to look at the detailed allegations of the rest of this
chapter, except for some comments on Surah 4, verse 158 mentioned at the end of it:
‘That they said (in boast) ‘We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the messenger of Allah’- But they killed
him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them.’
This passage, like all the others concerning the end of Jesus’ life on earth in the Quran, is unclear. It is
not surprising therefore, to find a number of interpretations concerning it. However, to say that ‘it was
made to appear to them...’ would turn the Holy and Righteous God into the greatest deceiver of all! From
a Christian point of view it is totally unacceptable to think that he would be responsible for misleading 1.3
billion people who call themselves Christians today!
The phrase, ‘...they killed him not nor crucified him...’ is interpreted by Ahmadiyyas to mean that Jesus
did not die as a result of the crucifixion.41 They think that to be crucified means to be killed and since
Jesus only swooned he was not crucified in the sense that he did not die from it. Verses like the one in
Acts 2,23 proves them wrong. There we read that the words ‘to crucify’ (=to nail on a cross) do not
necessarily mean ‘to kill.’ If it was not so why would Peter have been inspired by God to say:
‘This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of
wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.’
If the words ‘nailing him to the cross’ would be equal to ‘death’ there would be no need for one or the
other! (See also Acts 5:30)

Response to ‘Chapter 6: Modern Medical Opinion’ (pages 39-42)
This chapter starts with quoting liberal ‘Christians’42 who support the swoon theory. They neither believe
in revelation nor miracles. Responding to them can be compared with Ahmadiyyas having to defend their
beliefs when questions by Sunnis.
Let us now look at some of the allegations which have not been covered so far:

Page 40:
40

41
42

http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_releases_for_journalists/080325.html
http://c14.arch.ox.ac.uk/embed.php?File=shroud.html
Ahmadiyya version of the Quran with footnotes, Volume 2, page 583
See footnote 27.
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The verse describes what happened before the crucifixion, very late at night when it was always cold.
Jesus was put on the cross during the daytime.
Page 41:

According to the Gospel accounts on which these allegations are based upon, Jesus did not say the
words, ‘I am dying.’

Blood takes up to 15 minutes to coagulate. Jesus died shortly before the soldier pierced him with a
spear.

Rather than writing as if he was present, the author should have relied on the following accounts of
eyewitnesses. In that way he could have saved himself from making those outlandish remarks:
‘Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish
leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the
legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man
who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side
with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and
his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.
These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be
broken,” and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” ’ (John 19:31–37)
Page 42:

Again, the actual Gospel account on which the author builds his case tell a different story:
‘At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He
asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener,
she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus
said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means
“Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to
my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’
(John 20:14-17)
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Jesus’ initial statement, ‘me mou haptou’, is best translated as ‘do not hold on to me’, the physical Jesus
with a wrong motivation.43 It is not a general rejection of touching Jesus in the light of the invitation to
that end after his resurrection in Luke 24:39 and other passages. It has absolutely nothing to do with the
alleged pain of Jesus which would be intensified through touch as the following explanation makes clear:
Jesus tells Mary, “Touch Me not” (John 20:17, KJV); but then later, speaking to Thomas, he says,
“Reach hither thy finger and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side”
(verse 27). The seeming incongruity of Jesus’ statements is resolved when we examine the language
Jesus employed and consider the basic difference between the two situations.
In John 20:17, the word translated ‘touch’ is a Greek word which means ‘to cling to, to lay hold of.’ This
wasn’t just a touch; it was a grip. Obviously, when Mary recognized Jesus, she immediately clung to
Him. Matthew 28:9 records the other women doing the same thing when they saw the resurrected Christ.
Mary’s reaction was motivated, possibly, by several things. One is simply her loving devotion to the Lord.
Mary is overwhelmed by the events of the morning, and as her grief turns to joy, she naturally embraces
Jesus. Another motivation is Mary’s desire to restore the fellowship that death had broken. She had lost
him once, and she was going to make sure she didn’t lose him again—she wanted to keep Jesus with
her always. Also, Mary may have been thinking that this was the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to return
(John 14:3), in which case he would take her (and all believers) with him to heaven.
However, it was not Jesus’ plan to stay in this world always, and his resurrection was not to be seen as
his promised return. That is why he tells Mary of the ascension. His plan was to ascend to the Father
and then send the Holy Spirit (John 16:7; 20:22; Acts 2:1-4). Fellowship with Jesus would continue, but it
would be a spiritual communion, not a physical presence.
In loosening Mary’s hold on Him, Jesus was, in effect, saying this: ‘I know you desire to keep Me here,
always present with you. I know you want everything to be just the same as before I died. But our
relationship is about to change. I’m going to heaven, and you will have the Comforter in My place. You
need to start walking by faith, Mary, not by sight.’
When Jesus spoke to Thomas, it was not to counter a misplaced desire but to rebuke a lack of faith.
Thomas had said he would not believe until he had touched the living body of Jesus (John 20:25). Jesus,
knowing all about Thomas’s declaration, offered his body as living proof of his resurrection. This was
something he did on another occasion as well (Luke 24:39-40).
So, both Mary and Thomas needed more faith. Mary needed faith enough to let Jesus go. Thomas
needed faith enough to believe without empirical proof. Mary needed to loosen her grip; Thomas needed
to strengthen his. The resurrected Christ gave both of them the faith they needed.44
Page 42

According to Luke 24:31 the opposite is true because he left them.

43

44

Borchert, G. L. (2002). John 12–21 (Vol. 25B, p. 301). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
http://www.gotquestions.org/touch-Mary-Thomas.html
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It is granted that the opinion of this medical authority is free, actually it is so farfetched that is has
become very free. However, the replies so far have made it clear that everything but a careful
examination of the Gospels took place.
Following is the account of four medical doctors regarding the death of Jesus Christ on the cross.
1. A trauma surgeon – this short video is about the subject from the perspective of a trauma surgeon:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EXLv0j3QdM
2. The death of Jesus – William D. Edwards MD.

Two aspects of Jesus’ death have been the source of great controversy, namely, the nature of the
wound in his side4,6 and the cause of his death after only several hours on the cross.13-17 The Gospel of
John describes the piercing of Jesus’ side and emphasizes the sudden flow of blood and water.1 Some
authors have interpreted the flow of water to be ascites12 or urine, from an abdominal midline perforation
of the bladder15 However, the Greek word plvra, or pleura32,35,36 used by John clearly denoted laterality
and often implied the ribs6,32,36 Therefore, it seems probable that the wound was in the thorax and well
away from the abdominal midline.
Although the side of the wound was not designated by John, it traditionally has been depicted on the
right side4 Supporting this tradition is the fact that a large flow of blood would be more likely with a
perforation of the distended and thin-walled right atrium or ventricle than the thick-walled and contracted
left ventricle. Although the side of the wound may never be established with certainty, the right seems
more probable than the left.
Some of the scepticism in accepting John’s description has arisen from the difficulty in explaining, with
medical accuracy, the flow of both blood and water. Part of this difficulty has been based on the
assumption that the blood appeared first, then the water. However, in the ancient Greek, the order of
words generally denoted prominence and not necessarily a time sequence.37 Therefore, it seems likely
that John was emphasizing the prominence of blood rather than its appearance preceding the water.
Therefore, the water probably represented serous pleural and pericardial fluid5-7,11 and would have
preceded the flow of blood and been smaller in volume than the blood. Perhaps in the setting of
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hypovolemia and impending acute heart failure, pleural and pericardial effusions may have developed
and would have added to the volume of apparent water.5,11 The blood, in contrast, may have originated
from the right atrium or the right ventricle (see illustration) or perhaps from a hemoperieardium.5,7,11
Jesus’ death after only three to six hours on the cross surprised even Pontius Pilate. The fact that Jesus
cried out in a loud voice and then bowed his head and died suggests the possibility of a catastrophic
terminal event. One popular explanation has been that Jesus died of cardiac rupture. In the setting of the
scourging and crucifixions with associated hypovolemia, hyperemia, and perhaps an altered coagulable
state, friable non-infective thrombotic vegetations could have formed on the aortic or mitral valve. These
then could have dislodged and embolized into the coronary circulation and thereby produced an acute
transmural myocardial infarction. Thrombotic valvular vegetations have been reported to develop under
analogous acute traumatic conditions.39 Rupture of the left ventricular free wall may occur, though
uncommonly, in the first few hours following infarction.40
However, another explanation may be more likely. Jesus’ death may have been hastened simply by his
state of exhaustion and by the severity of the scourging, with its resultant blood loss and pre-shock
state.7 The fact that he could not carry his patibulum supports this interpretation. The actual cause of
Jesus’ death, like that of other crucified victims, may have been multifactorial and related primarily to
hypovolemie shock, exhaustion asphyxia, and perhaps acute heart failure.2,3,5-7,10,11 A fatal cardiac
arrhythmia may have accounted for the apparent catastrophic terminal event.
Thus, it remains unsettled whether Jesus died of cardiac rupture or of cardiorespiratory failure. However,
the important feature may be not how he died but rather whether he died. Clearly, the weight of historical
and medical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead before the wound to his side was inflicted and
supports the traditional view that the spear, thrust between his right ribs, probably perforated not only the
right lung but also the pericardium and heart and thereby ensured his death (see illustration).
Accordingly, interpretations based on the assumption that Jesus did not die on the cross appear to be at
odds with modern medical knowledge.
For detailed references in this section, see: http://www.frugalsites.net/jesus/death.htm
3. Dr.Keith Maxwell, a medical doctor in Asheville, N.C. commented on John 19:33-37:
But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, and they did not break his legs. One
of the soldiers stuck his spear into Jesus’ side, and blood and water came out. We know this is true,
because it was told by someone who saw it happen. Now you can have faith too. All this happened so
that the Scriptures would come true, which say, “No bone of his body will be broken” and, “They will see
the one in whose side they stuck a spear.”
The spear wound to the Lord’s side was not the cause of his death either. When the centurion saw that
Jesus was dead already, he thrust a spear into Jesus’ side. The Bible says in Zachariah that they may
look upon him who they’ve pierced. The spear thrust was biblical prophecy fulfilled. That was one of the
reasons why Jesus was already dead; God had a plan that we were to look upon the one they had
pierced - Zachariah had to be fulfilled.
Roman centurions were trained killers. They were taught how to deliver death blows that would take a
man’s life in a matter of seconds. I’ve taken care of many gunshot victims to the chest. A person can
take a .22 through the left side of the heart and likely come in sitting up talking to you. However, if you’re
stabbed or shot on the right side of the heart, where the inferior and superior vena cava are emptying
into the right side of the heart, you’re unconscious and pretty close to dead in about twenty to thirty
seconds.
This blow to Jesus was no doubt delivered from the right side through the right lung into the heart and on
into the spine. It would have penetrated somewhere between the seventh and eighth intercostal space
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probably on the right. But the Bible says that blood and water came out of Jesus’ side after the spear
was thrust in. Now if you take a unit of blood, drain it out of a human being’s body, put it in a quart jar
and set it on top of a desk, in about thirty minutes the red blood cells begin to settle out and the plasma
rises to the top. The plasma separates from the red blood cells. When the soldier thrust the spear into
the Lord’s side, Jesus had already been dead for thirty or forty-five minutes. Maybe you’ve never thought
about that. The spear wound did not take the life of the Lord Jesus; he was dead already when they
thrust the spear into his side.
So let me conjecture a little about what I think. I think there’s a very good description of the crucifixion in
the Bible and there’s very good medical evidence that can be pulled out of that description that tells us
that the Lord did not die in the manner that most crucifixion victims die. When the Roman centurion went
to him to break his legs, he was dead already. They couldn’t break his legs because the Bible said in
Psalms, ‘Not a bone of his body shall be broken.’ Why then would the soldier thrust a spear into his
side? Because Zachariah told us hundreds of years before that we’d look upon him that we’d pierced.
And what came out? Blood and water - I think there’s enough medical evidence there that the Lord was
dead at least a half an hour.
So what took the Lord’s life? No man did. No man, no Roman centurion, no cross took Jesus’ life. He
was able to do something I’ve never seen another human being do - he laid down his life. When it was
finished and with a loud voice, he gave up the ghost. Jesus gave his life.
‘The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to take it up again. No one takes it from
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.
This command I received from my Father.’ (NIV) John 10:17,18
I’m deeply blessed ... Our Lord conquers death and gives life ..Amen?!
Source: http://www.southasianconnection.com/articles/184/1/Jesus-Suffering-and-Crucifixion-From-aMedical-Point-of-View/Page1.html
4. Dr. C. Truman Davis, vice president of the American Association of Ophthalmology, writes:
The legs of the two thieves were broken, but when the soldiers came to Jesus they saw that this was
unnecessary. Apparently to make doubly sure of death, the legionnaire drove his lance through the fifth
interspace between the ribs, upward through the pericardium and into the heart. The 34th Verse of the
19th Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John reports: ‘And immediately there came out blood and
water.’ That is, there was an escape of water fluid from the sac surrounding the heart, giving postmortem
evidence that Our Lord died not the usual crucifixion death by suffocation, but of heart failure (a broken
heart) due to shock and constriction of the heart by fluid in the pericardium.
Source: http://nourishingobscurity.wordpress.com/2007/04/01/crucifixion-from-a-medical-point-of-view/

Response to ‘Chapter 7: Did Jesus Ascend to Heaven?’ (pages 43-48)
J.D. Shams tries to argue against a bodily ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven, pointing out that he
had the same body as before the crucifixion. Furthermore, he thinks that had Jesus truly died and risen
again, showing himself to his enemies would have been the best proof to convince them of his message.
Instead, due to his frailty he hid away out of sight of them.
Addressing the latter of these two main points of the chapter, it raises a more general question: Why
does God not make himself and his intentions clear to the whole world once for all, not just to his
followers? For example, he could have let the whole world hear an audible voice from the sky, saying,
‘Jesus did indeed die for the sins of the world.’
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To be sure, this will happen soon as foretold in God’s word:
‘For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.’ (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
And:
‘It is written: “As surely as I live,” says the Lord, ”every knee will bow before me; every tongue will
acknowledge God.” ’ (Romans 14:11)
And,
‘

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even
death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’
(Philippians 2:8-11)
These passages refer to the Day of Judgment when there is no more option but to accept the truth. In
the meantime, however, God gives everyone the choice to believe in his way freely, since he desires to
have a loving relationship with us for eternity. True love demands that the subject of one’s love has to
have a true choice. If God would make himself known now in all his glory, that would not be the case.
Everyone would be forced to acknowledge him or would do so for the wrong reasons. Similarly, a
millionaire who tries to find true love would do best to hide his wealth as well. Otherwise, he may be
inundated with potential partners that are more interested in his wealth than in himself. Jesus too
showed himself only to the believers after the resurrection in order to strengthen the faith they already
had in him before.
In answer to Sham’s allegation on page 43,

Jesus did show love to his enemies, but through his disciples, due to the above mentioned reasons. He
said to them:
‘

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.” ’ (Matthew 28:18-20)
In a repeated attempt to make Jesus only preaching to the Jews, J.D. Shams says on page 60 that such
statements were either later additions by unknown persons, connected with the second coming of Jesus,
or the word ‘nations’ means ‘tribes’. On the contrary, Matthew and later Luke who recorded a similar
statement in Acts 1:8-9 were very well known persons. Also, the following passages make it clear that
the Gospel is intended for the whole world before the second coming:
Jesus said: ‘And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all
nations, and then the end will come.’ (Matthew 24:14)
‘

And they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
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because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.”
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a
loud voice they were saying:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!” ’ (Revelation 5:9–12 )
As for the body Jesus had after the resurrection, it was gifted with supernatural powers that allowed him
to take on real flesh and bones at the same time:
‘

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” How foolish!
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be,
but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined,
and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh,
animals have another, birds another and fish another. There are also heavenly bodies and there are
earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly
bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star
differs from star in splendor. So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it
is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is
also a spiritual body. So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a lifegiving spirit. The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. The first man was
of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. As was the earthly man, so are those who are of
the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. And just as we have borne
the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man. I declare to you, brothers
and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and
the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal
with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully
to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.’ (1 Corinthians
15:35-58)
The alleged differences in the ascension accounts have already been covered in the links mentioned on
page 19. The reader should remember that in the Quran too, stories, such as the account of Adam and
Eve are told in different Surahs that give different details.
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To make such statements is self-defeating since both, the Quran and the Bible teach that numerous
things about God and heaven have been revealed to us. The very essence of faith is to be sure about
things one does not see.
Page 47:

This is not true because we find the Ascension mentioned in Ephesians 4:7-9.
Pages 47-48:

This allegation has already been answered well here:
‘The hypothesis of a mutual dependence has been proposed by scholars – especially a dependence of
Christianity upon the mysteries but such theories have been discarded. The similarities must rather be
explained by parallel developments from similar origins...There are also great differences between
Christianity and the mysteries. Mystery religions, as a rule, can be traced back to tribal origins,
Christianity to a historical person. The holy stories of the mysteries were myths; the Gospels of the New
Testament, however, relate historical events. The books that the mystery communities used in Roman
times cannot possibly be compared to the New Testament. The essential features of Christianity were
fixed once and for all in this book; the mystery doctrines, however, always remained in a much greater
state of fluidity.’45
The above mentioned ‘parallel developments from similar origins’ are referred to in the New Testament
passage below:
‘The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people,
who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them,
because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made,
so that people are without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although
they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave them
over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one
another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather
than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.’ (Romans 1:18-25)
The parallel developments are found in those who gave glory and thanks to God and those who did not.
Both groups of people started from the one and only God who made himself known since the beginning
of creation.
45

Encyclopaedia Britannica, ‘Ready Reference’, under ‘Mithra’ Vol.6 and 12, 1991 edition
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Response to ‘Chapter 8: How did the Belief arise that Jesus had died on the cross and
had ascended to heaven?’ (pages 49-59)
In this chapter J.D. Shams tries to tackle the huge problem that the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ is undoubtedly the cornerstone of the subsequent preaching of his followers. His suggestions that
they lied about the truth have already been refuted under point 6 on page 3 of this response. What
remains is to point out the following additional mistakes found on:
Page 49:

This is not true. It was just one of numerous occasions where Jesus appeared to his disciples before he
ascended into heaven.
Page 50:

There are several Hebrew words translated ‘heaven’. Exodus 20:22 uses  שָׁ מַ י ִםshamayim heaven, sky.46
It clearly means the place where God dwells: Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You
have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven.
The word that can be translated as ‘elevated site’ is not found here. Besides that, God is omnipresent,
he can be in two places at once. The fact that he spoke to Moses on the mountain and from heaven can
also mean that his voice went out in heaven and was heard on the mountain.
The reference made to ‘Shab.89a, Ex.R.IXI’ is unreliable. It refers to Rabbinical literature written
hundreds of years after the actual events took place. We read about it:
“Of all Biblical personages, Moses has been chosen most frequently as the subject of later legends; and
his life has been recounted in full detail in the poetic haggadah. As liberator, lawgiver, and leader of a
people which was transformed by him from an unorganized horde into a nation, he occupies a more
important place in popular legend than the Patriarchs and all the other national heroes. His many-sided
activity also offered more abundant scope for imaginative embellishment. A cycle of legends has been
woven around nearly every trait of his character and every event of his life; and groups of the most
different and often contradictory stories have been connected with his career.”47

46
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Thomas, R. L. (1998). New American Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek dictionaries : updated edition.
Anaheim: Foundation Publications, Inc. See also, Morris, L. L. (1996). Heaven. In (D. R. W. Wood, I. H.
Marshall, A. R. Millard, J. I. Packer, & D. J. Wiseman, Eds.)New Bible dictionary. Leicester, England; Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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Like many unreliable Hadith in Islam, the Jewish literature described above also has to be treated
accordingly.
When Moses went onto the mountain to meet with God, he returned to the people after forty days and
forty nights. With Jesus, however, the situation was very different:
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

10

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white
stood beside them. 11 ”Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:8–11)
The cloud hid him from their sight after he had spoken and after he was already taken up before their
eyes. As in Hebrew, there are several words translated ‘heaven’. Acts 1:11 uses οὐρανός (ouranos)
heaven, abode of God.48 The word that can be translated as ‘height’ is not found here.
Page 50:

That is incorrect as the former quote from the Bible and the following passage, shortly before Jesus
ascended to heaven, clearly shows:
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20)
That passage clearly teaches that Jesus and his message is intended for the whole world. The Arabic
Quran confirms this by describing him as a ‘sign to all the peoples’, ‘ayatan lil-alamin’ in Surah 19:21.
‘Lil-alamin’ is used in the Ahmadiyya translation to describe Muhammad as a mercy ‘for all peoples’ in
Surah 21:108. However, one wonders, why the same Arabic word is translated by them as a sign ‘for
peoples’ only when referring to Jesus in Surah 21:92. Could it be to make their false beliefs about Jesus
fit with their translation?
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After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God
made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and
believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just
as he did to us. He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now
then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our
ancestors have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are
saved, just as they are.”
The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and
wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. When they finished, James spoke up.
“Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose a
people for his name from the Gentiles. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is
written:
After this I will return
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.
Its ruins I will rebuild,
and I will restore it,
that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,
even all the Gentiles who bear my name,
says the Lord, who does these things’ —
things known from long ago. (Acts 15:17–18)
The reason why Jesus sent his disciples in the beginning mainly49 to the Jews only is because he
wanted them to hear the Good News first.
Page 50:

Several principles on how to solve apparent contradictions have already been mentioned in this
response. They can also be applied here. Furthermore, in chapter 9, ’hearing’ (akouo) is used with the
genitive case, which merely specifies that a ‘sound’ was heard. Akouo in 22:9 takes an accusative
object, which indicates that a sound was heard but the ‘meaning’ was not understood. Similarly we read
in Acts 28:26:
Go to this people and say, “You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but
never perceiving.”
A.T. Robertson, one of the world’s best grammarians, declared that this approach is “perfectly proper”.50
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In both cases the first text does not say ‘only’ but only mentions him. This is not unusual as in the New
Testament often only the leading person of a group is mentioned. It does not exclude others. The
companions got up earlier and in comparison with Paul they stood there speechless.

Verses 16-18 of chapter 26 were spoken through Ananias as he was inspired by Jesus. Paul had the
liberty to summarize it in his speech.
Page 51:

Paul did not just experience a vision but he did see Jesus in reality. In addition, he said,
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. I did not
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
(Galatians 1:11–12)
The word apostle means “one who is sent out”. It can specifically refer to the twelve Apostles chosen by
Jesus Christ and generically to those who are sent out to be messengers of Jesus Christ.

It is difficult to comprehend why the following events happening before Paul was becoming a follower of
Jesus can be described as ‘slow and uncompromising progress’:
‘

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your
children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other words he
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warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.’
(Acts 2:38–41)
‘They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.’ (Acts 2:46–47)
‘But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five
thousand.’ (Acts 4:4)
‘All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their
own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no
needy persons among them.’ (Acts 4:32–34)

‘The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet
together in Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded
by the people. Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to
their number. As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so
that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the
towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were
healed.’ (Acts 5:12–16)
It was always in God’s plan to bring salvation to all nations, first to the Jews51 and then through them to
the Gentiles:
‘Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to
Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with
Abraham, the man of faith.’ (Galatians 3:8–9)
Jesus was in line with that plan after his death and resurrection:
‘Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.’ (Matthew 28:18–20)
Jesus said: ‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ (Acts 1:8)
Philip and Peter preached the Gospel to Gentiles before Paul. It surely was not his idea:
‘Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official
in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had
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gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah
the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the chariot
and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him.
‘This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.” ’
‘

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”
Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
‘

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water.
What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went
on his way rejoicing.’ (Acts 8:26–39)
‘At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian
Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and
prayed to God regularly.’ (Acts 10:1–2)
‘ “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by
hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.
He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that
he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” While Peter was still
speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers
who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on
Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.’ (Acts 10:39–46)
‘Then Peter said, Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.’ (Acts 10:47–48)
-------------------------------------------‘Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled
as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. Some of them, however,
men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good
news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and
turned to the Lord.
‘News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and
saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord
with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people
were brought to the Lord.’ (Acts 11:19–24)
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The text in Acts 22:18-21 makes it clear that it was not the disciples but the unbelieving crowd who tried
to keep him from preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles.
Pages 53-59 deal with Paul allegedly preaching a different Gospel than Jesus. The former talked mainly
about justification, being made right with God, through faith. The latter spoke mainly about the kingdom
of God, how to live as his people. To find out to what extent this is true one best starts with a definition of
the Gospel:
‘Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and
on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
‘

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and
that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred
of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as
to one abnormally born.’ (1 Corinthians 15:1–8)
The passage above is one of the earliest written records of events surrounding Jesus, dated about 55
AD52 according to practically all New Testament Scholars today. Most of the people who witnessed them
were still alive at the time of writing and could have been asked for verification of those facts.
The expression ‘the Twelve’, refers to name of the group of original apostles, even though Judas was
dead. Similarly, a football team consists of eleven players. If one gets a red card during a game, they are
still called a ‘football team’. This and the fact that the more than five hundred people are not mentioned
in the Gospels is not a contradiction as J.D. Shams tries to portray it on page 58 of his book. The simple
solution is that here additional information is given which complements the Gospels. Surely, these
witnesses would have openly denied that Jesus died and rose again, if it would not have been true.
However, both, the disciples and the enemies of Jesus agreed on the one fact that Jesus died on the
cross.
As mentioned on page 1 and 2 of this response already, Jesus Christ himself said that he would die and
rise again for the forgiveness of our sins. Furthermore, he taught:
‘Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of
God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” ’ (John 6:28–29)
‘After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has
come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” ’
(Mark 1:14–15)
‘To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told
this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
52
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Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers,
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But
the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said,
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified
before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will
be exalted.” ’ (Luke 18:9–14)
The Greek passive verb for ‘justified’, δεδικαιωμένος. means put right with, justify, vindicate, declare
righteous, i.e. cause one to be in a right relation.53 The same word is use by Paul here:
‘But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.’ (Romans 3:21–24; for
other examples see Matthew 12:37, Luke 10:29; 16:15).
The above references make it clear that Jesus preached that very same Gospel defined by Paul in 1
Corinthians 15. To be sure, with fewer than 15 references, Paul talks less about the kingdom of God in
his letters than Jesus. He, on the other hand, talks less about justification by faith than Paul. Both
emphasize a different, necessary54 feature of the Gospel, yet they are not the foundation of it, only the
result. From the above mentioned 1 Corinthians 15 passage, it becomes clear that the essence of the
Gospel is found in the death and life of Jesus Christ, the anointed One, the Messiah (vv. 3-8). He is the
central point of the Gospel and as such has completed Israel’s story by fulfilling the Scriptures given by
God (v. 3). In that context he says:
‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them.’ (Matthew 5:17)
Jesus says that the entire law and the prophets, the Scriptures, point to and are fulfilled by him. He does
not support the view of the Pharisees, the religious teachers of his day, about keeping the letter of the
law only because in the context he speaks about keeping the Spirit of it. Love is the fulfillment of the
law55:
‘ “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets
hang on these two commandments.’ (Matthew 22:37–40)
Jesus is the only one who could truly fulfill that perfect kind of selfless love. Only through repentance and
faith in him can we surpass the righteousness of the Pharisees. Paul says essentially the same thing
from his perspective of justification by faith:
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as
a sacrifice of atonement, m through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand
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unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one
who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No,
because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the
works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles
too, since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through
that same faith. 31 Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.
(Romans 3:21–31)
In the following passage Paul, like Jesus, commands that out of thankfulness for what Jesus has done
for us, we are to follow the law by fighting against sin through his help:
‘What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are
those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a new life.
‘For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a
resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has
been set free from sin.
‘Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he
died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
‘In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from
death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no
longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.
‘What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! Don’t you
know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you
obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey
from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free
from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
‘I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer
yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to
righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of
righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those
things result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the
benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (Romans 6:1–23)
The context above makes it clear that verse 14 does not mean Paul is against the law itself for he clearly
maintains here:
‘So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. Did that which is good,
then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it
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used what is good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become utterly
sinful.’ (Romans 7:12–13).
He is arguing against an illegitimate use of the law that made the observance of it the ground for
acceptance with God. Rather through the law we get to know God’s perfect standard and our inability to
reach it within our own strength.
J.D. Shams brings up a few more points on pages 53 and 57-58 which are here considered:
‘The pig is also unclean; although it has a divided hoof, it does not chew the cud. You are not to eat their
meat or touch their carcasses.’ (Deuteronomy 14:8)
This raises the question, ‘are Christians allowed to eat pork?’
Yes, they are because Jesus said in the Injeel, the part called ‘New Testament’ in the Bible:
‘ “nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him unclean? For it doesn’t go into his heart but
into his stomach, and then out of his body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods ‘clean’.) He went on:
“What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean.’ For from within, out of men’s hearts come evil
thoughts, sexual sin, theft, murder, adultery, greed, hatred, cheating, rudeness, envy, insult, pride, and
craziness. All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean’.” ’ (Mark 7:18-23. Peter and Paul
also taught the same later, namely that all foods were clean.)
The Qur’an quotes Jesus as saying:
‘(I have come to you), to confirm the Law which was before me, and to make lawful to you part of what
was (before) forbidden to you.’ (Surat-u Ali Imran (3):50)
When Jesus said ‘The Law which was before me,’ he spoke about the Torah, the part called ‘Old
Testament’ in the Holy Bible. There God told the Jews not to eat pork. Why? Like the Bible the Quran too
says they were especially chosen by God:
‘O Children of Israel! Call to mind the (special) favor which I bestowed upon you, and that I preferred you
to all others (for My Message).’ (Surat-ul Baqara (2):47 see also Surat-us Sad (38):45-46)
God chose them being children of Abraham. He was promised to become the leader of all nations. This
promise would be valid only for those of his children who would obey God as Abraham did. Isaac Jacob,
Moses and some of the Israelites fulfilled that condition. (Surah 2:40, 240) Their task was to worship him
alone and to pass on his word which eventually would bless all the nations. To keep the children of Israel
separate from unbelieving nations they were given the Law. It has two parts:
The moral part told them how to respect God and man. For example, they were to worship only one God,
not to lie, not to steal, etc. This moral part of the law was not affected by changes in the surroundings
and therefore served to be a model for all human beings.
The civil part of God’s law gave rules that had to do with daily life. It speaks about issues of cleanliness,
food, health, clothing, and religious ritual. In order to keep the Jews apart from the nearby nations, these
regulations were influenced by both environment and customs of those idol worshipping communities.
Among the civil laws God told the Jews not to eat pork for two reasons:
1. To keep them separate from communities who offered pigs as sacrifice to their idols. God did ask the
Jews to sacrifice animals so they could be symbolically cleansed from sins. But these offerings were
never to be pigs. The Quran confirms that animal sacrifices were commanded by God:
‘And remember Moses said to his people: Allah commands that you sacrifice a young cow.’ (Surat-ul
Baqara (2):47)
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2. In those days and in that part of the world, pigs were very filthy animals, feeding on dead meat and
rubbish. To eat such kind of pork caused the spread of terrible diseases that affected the whole
community.
The last of the many prophets that came out from the children of Israel was Jesus. Along with the Bible
the Quran confirms that he was:
- born of a virgin (Surah 19:20)
- without sin (19:19)
- the Messiah (4:171)
- the Word of God (4:171)
- a spirit of God (4:171)
- creating life (5:113)
- a sign to all mankind (19:21)

- raising the dead (Surah 5:113)
- coming with clear signs (43:63)
- celebrated in this world and the next (3:45)
- raised to heaven alive (4:158)
- coming back for judgement (43:61)
- healing the sick (5:113)

All these marvelous things together were never said about any other human being. Jesus is clearly more
than a prophet! He is the fulfillment of the symbolism behind the animal sacrifices also mentioned in the
Quran. Their purpose was to enable forgiveness of sins. His death on the cross is proven to be true by
those who wrote down history outside of the Bible. It is also plainly foretold many times within its pages
(Isaiah 53, Luke 18:31-33, Matthew 26:28). Whosoever puts their faith in Jesus and follows him will be
saved and go to heaven. (John 3:16)
Since Jesus came into this world about 2,000 years ago, there is no longer a need for Israel to remain a
distinct nation. He had come to allow all cultures of the world to have a relationship with God. Through
faith in Jesus, all people of all races are given strength to obey the moral part of his law. It is obvious that
as his followers increased worldwide there are no civil laws that can be common to all, because of great
differences in environment.
More important is now not the food we eat but rather the expression of real love for God and fellowman!
In fact, practising Christians will gladly avoid eating pork if they are in company of others who find it
offensive! Followers of Jesus do not need to eat pork. Also, if they know that where they live, pigs feed
on dead meat and filth, then they are careful not to eat pork for health reasons.
The vision that Peter received stating that all animals are clean56 was not contrary to the original word of
God. As mentioned already, Jesus taught this truth in Matthew 15:16-20. His words agree with what God
said in Genesis 1:31at the end of his creation of the world:
‘God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—
the sixth day.’ (Genesis 1:31)
Everything, including the animals were at first ritually clean. The difference between clean and unclean
animals was only made later57, after men fell into sin. The law was given to the nation of Israel partly
because of the hardness of human hearts resulting from sin. It was often accommodating human
weaknesses and as such it was used to bring order into a society that had disregarded God’s will.
Often58 it was not representing the standard God had originally intended as can be seen in this passage:
‘Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” “What did
Moses command you?” he replied. They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce
and send her away.” “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus
replied. “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man will
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leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” ’ (Mark 10:2–9)
In declaring all foods clean Jesus and his disciples brought us back to God’s original standards through
his words and his life. In that sense he has not abolished the law but fulfilled it according to Matthew
5:17. Through Jesus we can fulfill it too by faith in him. He who does not accept Jesus is still under the
unchangeable law which is impossible to keep in its entirety.
‘What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such
faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is
it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, “You
have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
‘You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? Was not our father
Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that
his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,”
and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not
by faith alone. In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she
did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.’ (James 2:14–26).
As the context shows, faith is here not used in the sense of genuine, saving faith. Rather it is of the
demonic (v 19), useless (v 20) and dead (v 26) kind. It is a mere intellectual acceptance of certain truths
without trusting Christ as Savior. The verses are not saying that a person is saved by works and not by
genuine faith. Rather they are saying that a man is justified (declared righteous before God) by faith
alone but not by a faith that is alone. Genuine faith will produce good deeds out of thankfulness for what
God has done in Jesus, but only faith in Jesus saves.
‘In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the
sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they were childless
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. Once when Zechariah’s
division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And when the time for the
burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.
‘Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be
afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to
call him John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be
great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with
the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their
God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents
to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.” ‘Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is
well along in years.” The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have
been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to
speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their
appointed time.” ’
(Luke 1:5–20)
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“The term ‘blamelessly’ does not mean that they possessed a sinless perfection as 1:18–20 reveals
where he commits the major sin of unbelief. Luke used this verse to explain to his readers that Zechariah
and Elizabeth’s childlessness, as mentioned in the next verse, was not due to sin.”59
--------------------------Paul: ‘Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many
as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one
under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not
having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under
Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have
become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake
of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.’ (1 Corinthians 9:19–23)
Paul’s point is that he wants to avoid anything that hinders the advance of the Gospel of Christ. The
context given above, which J.D. Shams simply omitted60, shows clearly that he accommodated himself
to Gentile and Jewish ways of life only when it did not violate his allegiance to Christ. When Paul says,
‘though I myself am not under the law’, he meant in the mistaken sense that it would bring him salvation
by keeping both the letter and the spirit of it, which is impossible.
His words, ‘though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law’, refer to, ‘the moral teachings
of all the Scriptures as they were taught by Christ and his apostles’. Paul often affirmed that God’s law
was designed as a guide for Christians (Romans 2:26–29; 8:7; 1 Timothy 1:8). Yet, here he made it clear
that God’s law for Christians is interpreted in the light of Christ’s coming, and thus has become Christ’s
law. While he sought to help others by becoming like them, Paul refused to fall into sin for the sake of
others.61
Most importantly, Jesus and all his Apostles preached about the Jesus who fulfilled Scriptures as
Messiah and Lord. In doing so, he became the source of justification by faith and obedient kingdom
living. His identity is paramount and therefore he is often uniquely asking or answering the question,
‘Who am I?’
‘Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole
countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the
place where it is written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
‘Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the
synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.” ’ (Luke 4:14–21).
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Stein, R. H. (1992). Luke (Vol. 24, p. 74). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
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--------------------------------------‘When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who
is to come, or should we expect someone else?’ ”
At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to
many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have
seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not
stumble on account of me.” ’ (Luke 7:20–23)
In the egocentric passage above, Jesus quotes Old Testament Scriptures from Isaiah 29:18-19; 35:5-6;
61:1 which he claims to fulfill through his work.
------------------------------------------‘When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the
Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son (in a spiritual sense) of the living God.” Jesus
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but
by my Father in heaven.’ (Matthew 16:13–17)62
‘Only when we grasp the gospel as the saving story about Jesus that completes Israel’s story do we see
the profound unity between Jesus and Paul. Both “gospelled” the same gospel because both told the
story of Jesus...if we begin with gospel, and if we understand gospel as Paul does in 1 Corinthians 15:111, then we will find what unifies Jesus and Paul—that both witness to Jesus as the centre of God’s
story. The gospel is the core of the Bible, and the gospel is the story of Jesus. Every time we talk about
Jesus, we are gospelling. Telling others about Jesus leads to both the kingdom and justification—but
only if we begin with Jesus.’63

Response to ‘Chapter 9: ‘Paganism and Paul’ (pages 60-67)
The main allegation in this chapter is that Paul was influenced in his preaching by Pagan beliefs. This
subject has already been addressed in the response to what J.D. Shams wrote on pages 47-48 found on
page 32. For those who want to explore the subject further, many excellent replies can be found on the
Internet.64 ‘The basic difference between Christianity and the mysteries is the historic basis of the one
and the mythological character of the others. The deities of the mysteries were no more than “nebulous
figures of an imaginary past”, while the Christ whom the apostolic kerygma proclaimed, had lived and
died only a few years before the first New Testament documents were written.’65
Furthermore, Paul was a devout Jew before his conversion. Judaism is at its very core speaking out
against Pagan beliefs. Paul’s message of the Gospel described in 1 Corinthians 15 is deeply rooted in
the Old Testament, not in Pagan beliefs, as the following example shows:
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To end this chapter here are a few more examples of how J.D. Shams grossly misinterprets clear
passages from the Bible:
Page 64:

That is not true. The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ was and is the very centre piece of the
disciples’ preaching long before Paul was converted. In an example for all other preachers to follow,
Peter said in his very first sermon:
‘ “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles,
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was
handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men,
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. David said about him:
‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my
heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, because you will not abandon me to
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the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay. You have made known to me the paths
of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is
here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place
one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has
raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David did
not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,
“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Messiah.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and
for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to
their number that day.’ (Acts 2:22–41)
-------------------------------------------------‘While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in
the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why
does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this
man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant
Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to
let him go. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you.
You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. By faith in the
name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that
comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.’ (Acts 3:11–16).
For many more examples please read, Acts 4:10-12; 5:30-34, 7:51-53; 8:32-35.

Stephen, the first martyr for Christ, was able to mention Jesus’ death but then he was prevented from
talking about the resurrection by the angry crowd. However, his prayer communicated to the people that
Jesus was alive indeed:
‘ “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors:
You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They
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even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and
murdered him—you who have received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”
‘When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God.”
‘At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him
out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young
man named Saul.
‘While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees
and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.’ (Acts
7:51–60)
Page 65:

While the role of the Church Councils, to affirm what has always been believed, have already been
discussed earlier66, it is worth pointing out that the following Bible passages available in the 1st century
clearly taught the divinity67 of Jesus: ‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was born, I
am!’ (John 8:58)
By saying ‘I am’ and not ‘I was’, Jesus is using the personal name by which God revealed Himself to
Moses! (Exodus 3:14) In this way he expresses his oneness with God and the eternity of his being.
The latter is also alluded to in the next two verses.
‘And now, Father, glorify me (Jesus) in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world
began.’ (John 17:5)
Jesus said: ‘If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him
and have seen him.’ Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’ Jesus
answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father?’ Don’t you believe that I am
in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the
Father, living in me, who is doing his work.’ (John 14:7-10)
‘Then Jesus said, “How is it that they say the Christ is the Son of David? David himself declares in the
Book of Psalms: ‘The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for
your feet.’ David calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?” ’ (Luke 20:41-44)
Jesus is here quoting from Psalm 110, which was viewed to be a prophecy about the coming Messiah
(Christ, the anointed one) by the Jews before the Christian era. Verses from this Psalm are frequently
applied to Jesus in the New Testament (Acts 2:34-36; Hebrews 1:13, 5:6-10, 7:11-28). The Christ is
known as the Son of David (Jeremiah 23:5-6) and also as the one whom David called ‘Lord!’ The only
answer to Jesus’ question as to how this could be, is found in that the Christ is both, God in human flesh
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See Response to ‘Introduction’ (xiii-xxii) on page 4. For more details, http://www.gotquestions.org/council-ofNicea.html
For more details see, http://www.christianityexplained.net/explainedto/muslims/13.html
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since the Old Testament can not contradict itself! The infinite is combined in the finite in much the same
way as our eternal souls are united in earthly bodies. (Surah 3, Ali’Imran, verse 185)
‘I and the Father are one.’ Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have
shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” “We are not
stoning you for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to
be God.” Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods?’ If he called
them ‘gods’, to whom the word of God came – and the Scripture cannot be broken – what about the one
whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of
blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does. But if
I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that
the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.’ (John
10:30-33)
The Jews understood correctly that Jesus was not just speaking about being one with the Father in
purpose but in essence or nature. Neither is Jesus saying that he and the Father would be identical
persons, for the Greek construction is neuter, meaning ‘one thing’ not ‘one person’. The context, verses
34-39, shows clearly that Jesus spoke about himself differently than others who were called ‘gods’ in the
law, for his audience still wanted to seize him. Firstly, Jesus answered their charge of blasphemy by
turning their argument against themselves. Secondly, he sets himself apart as unique from others who
were called ‘gods’. Unlike them, he does the works which are only done by his Father. The context of
John 17:21 shows that the oneness there has to be understood relationally.
‘You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.’ (John 8:23)
‘For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.’ (Matthew 18:20, see also
28:19-20)
Jesus is omnipresent, everywhere, like God.
‘Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”
(Matthew 28:18, see also John 10:18)
Jesus is omnipotent, all-powerful, like God.
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God
in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light;
he came only as a witness to the light.
‘The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though
the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or
a husband’s will, but born of God.
‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.’ (John 1:1–14)
‘Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
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doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” ’ (John
20:24–29).
Page 66:

The fact that the disciples were very sad about what they heard does not mean they understood the full
meaning of it. Many things that make people sad are not really understood (e.g. death, illness, accidents,
etc.). Besides, Jesus also predicted that he would rise again from the dead. Had the disciples really
understood this, they would have had great joy.
There is a difference between knowing and understanding. For example, we all know that there is a
universe by looking into the sky at night. But how many of us really understand it? Similarly, the disciples
heard from Jesus what would happen to him without understanding the full implications of it. At the time
of shock caused by the terrible circumstances surrounding the crucifixion, they may not even have
remembered what Jesus said.

The context of the passage referred to makes it very clear that death has to be understood literally. The
phrase ‘as it had been slain’ therefore means that the scars were still visible.
‘Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the
four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat
on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the
prayers of God’s people. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to
open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every
tribe and language and people and nation.” ’ (Revelation 5:6–9)

Response to ‘Chapter 10: ‘Redemption or Atonement’ (pages 68-78)
The main theory put forward in this chapter is that redemption through Jesus Christ is both, contradicting
the Biblical account and unnecessary. In order to prove these allegations wrong, they will first be
addressed in detail and then the bigger picture will be presented to show the absolute necessity of this
essential doctrine.
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Pages 69-70:

The main reason for the creation account in the Bible is to answer the question why God made mankind.
It is to bring glory, honor and joy to him by enabling a personal relationship between the Creator and his
creation. The reader is not told in detail how God created the world. Hence it cannot be known for certain
how old the earth is. Since there are known gaps in the genealogies68 one cannot simply add up the
numbers to establish the age of the earth.
Furthermore, according to Genesis 5, Adam and Eve had other sons and daughters. Cain’s wife came
from among them. The command not to marry a close relative came thousands of years later during the
time of Moses. Cain’s words anticipate the future rapid growth of the human race that in those days lived
on average up to a thousand years and may include the danger of wild animals as well. The reference to
him building a city is a summary statement of what he did during his long life time.

Although the word ‘Adam’ can mean ‘mankind,’ the context shows clearly that chapter five is a summary
of what happened before in Genesis 1:27-28 with regards to man.
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Compare Matthew 1:8 with 1 Chronicles 3:11-14 and Luke 3:36 with Genesis 10:22-24.
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According to the Bible even unintentional sin is still sin in front of a Holy God, similar to the fact that if
one unintentionally drives over a red traffic light, the law is still going to punish him. The superficial
Islamic view of sin does not take into account that every person is heavily influenced by their parents, not
just with regards to looks, abilities and intellect, but also in terms of their selfish, sinful behavior. This
inherited sinful nature explains why we do not have to teach a child how to do bad but how to do good.
The former it does automatically, by nature of being human.
J. D. Shams again takes a passage out of context when he talks about the reason for the expulsion.
Once the fuller picture is given it will be realized how wrong his interpretation is.
Genesis chapter 3 describes how the wonderful dignity of Adam and Eve’s relationship with God and
with each other was tragically destroyed by sin. Satan clothed himself as a serpent (Revelation 12:9) and
created doubt in them about God’s words:
‘ “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it (the
forbidden tree of knowledge) your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate it. Then they eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked;
so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.’ (Genesis 3:4-7)
The great deceiver blatantly denied the specific divine pronouncement that death would follow the taking
of the forbidden fruit of knowledge of good and evil:
‘The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the
LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat
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from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” ’
(Genesis 2:15–17).
Besides being a real fruit that was good for food it also had a spiritual significance. ‘Knowing good and
evil’ is a Hebrew expression meaning, ‘having experiential knowledge of everything regardless of its
moral or spiritual value’. Knowledge is a good thing inherent in everyone. Adam and Eve knew already a
lot. Otherwise God would not have let them face that test to prove their loyalty towards him. However,
Satan tempted them into thinking they could become like God who alone knows everything. Having
reached that state they would not have to fear punishment anymore. Adam and Eve erred in not
regulating the measure of their knowledge by the will of God. They desired to know more than is right,
more than he allowed. Therefore, their basic sin was unbelief. It led to disobedience towards God and
his word. The result was pride, the perception that one does not need the help of God or anybody else.
Adam and Eve wanted to be in control of their own lives.
Both failed equally. While Eve was deceived (1 Timothy 2:14), Adam cannot blame her for the misery.
From James 1:14-15, we learn that, “each one is tempted, when by his own evil desire he is dragged
away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin.” Adam rebelled knowingly
against his maker. All the time as the history changing drama unfolded, he stood silently right beside Eve
(Genesis 2:17). Because he was the leader, the one who is ultimately responsible, we read in Romans
5:12-14 that sin entered the world through him.
As a result of their rebellion against God and his absolute holiness they became aware of their
nakedness and probably of the potential for abuse that lies therein. Their guilt showed itself in shame
and the fact that they covered themselves with fig leaves, presumably as an attempt to put right their
wrong. Both received a terrible punishment. Adam and Eve faced immediate spiritual death in the sense
that they had to leave the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:23), away from the presence and relationship of
the Lord. Later they would have to face physical death too. He punished them in a way that would affect
their different tasks and roles through which they were to fulfill his purpose. For Eve, that meant to bear
children in pain and to see her desire for fellowship with Adam producing anguish and trouble rather than
blessing and joy as originally intended. Now she would be led by Adam who became wrongly inclined to
turn his God-given leadership role into a despotic rule. He too was to suffer painfully because of his
abuse of leadership:
‘To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to
children. Your desire will be for you husband, and he will rule over you.” To Adam he said, “Because you
listened [in this context the word means literally ‘obeyed’] to your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, “You must not eat of it,”
“Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat of it
all the days of your life.” ’ (Genesis 3:16-17)
The consequences of these punishments can still be seen in society up to this very day. In addition, we
too have an unquenchable thirst for knowledge, far beyond the boundaries allocated to us. To this end,
all means are justified, even the occult. ‘But is it fair?’, some may ask; ‘why do we have to suffer for their
sins?’ On the contrary those critics do not mind being recipients of all the good gifts the first human
beings got from God, like thought, will and emotions. Surely God has every right also to pass on the
consequences of their behavior to us. After all, Adam was not only constituted by God to be the natural
head of all his descendants but also their federal head and representative. When he fell, they fell with
him. Similarly when leaders of states and families misuse their power, all the followers suffer too.
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Page 71:

Before addressing the verse quoted above, several things need to be explained.
Firstly, in the Quran we find an awareness that human beings will be corrupt once they are created.
About Adam we read:
‘And when thy Lord said to the angels: “I am about to place a vicegerent in the earth,” they said, “Wilt
Thou place therein such as will cause disorder in it, and shed blood? -and We glorify Thee with Thy
praise and extol Thy holiness.” He answered, “I know what you know not.” ’ (Surah 2, Al-Baqara, verse
30)
Secondly, the following verses confirm the fear of the angels:
‘Iblis said, after disobeying Allah: “I will most surely bring his (Adam’s) descendants under my sway
except a few.” ’ (Surah 17, Bani Isra’il, verse 62)
In another account of the same story Iblis is reported to have said:
‘Then will I surely come upon them (Adam’s descendants)...and Thou wilt not find most of them to be
grateful.’ (Surah Al- A’raf, 7:18)
As our terrible history shows continually these verses came true and therefore it is very difficult to explain
how, in Islam, human beings can be basically good in the light of all the horror they cause on a
worldwide scale.
Thirdly, some parts of the Quranic account of Adam’s sin reflect the biblical perspective. God made a
covenant with him (Surah Taha 20:116) and with his descendants (Genesis 9:9). God generally relates
to men through a covenant. In Surah Al’-Baqara, 2:40 we read:
‘O children of Israel! remember my favors which I bestowed upon you, and fulfill your covenant with Me, I
will fulfill My covenant with you, and Me alone should you fear.’
A covenant is a contract or agreement between two parties. The corresponding word in the Injeel, the
Gospel is, ‘testament’. That is why Christians call the Injeel, ‘New Testament’. Throughout his revelation
God has made promises and given laws to his creation. When Adam and Eve sinned, they violated the
three following important aspects of the covenant:
A. The covenant is personal
God Himself gave the covenantal commands in the Bible (Exodus 10:1-2) and in the Quran. (Surah AlMa’ida, 5:8-11) Therefore, sin is the breaking of a relationship and disobedience or rebellion against God
who is behind the covenant (Isaiah 59:1-2, Nehemiah 9:26, Psalm 10:2-6. 51:4). This is confirmed when
reading in the Quran about a tribe called ‘Thamud’ who disobeyed God’s command given through a
prophet called ‘Salih’:
‘Then they hamstrung the she-camel and rebelled against the command of their Lord, and said, ‘O Salih,
bring us that which thou threatenest us with, if thou art indeed one of the Messengers.’ Surah Al-A’raf,
7:78. (See also 73 where people who sin are said to have: ‘rejected our signs’, Surah Yunus, 10:16:
‘disobey’, Surah Qaf, 50:28-29: ‘rebel’, Surah Al-Furqan, 25:22: ‘too proud of themselves’)
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B. The covenant is revealed
Both, the Quran and the Bible speak clearly about God who reveals his will to men. (Amos 4:13, Surha
Al-Nahl, 16:102, etc.) Man can respond to revelation either with belief or disbelief. It follows that another
definition for sin is disbelief in God. The Quran makes this clear when it says:
‘Remember when thy Lord said to the angels, ‘I am about to create man from clay; And so when I have
fashioned him in perfection, and have breathed into him of My Spirit, fall ye down in submission to him.’
So the angels submitted, all of them together. But Iblis did not. He behaved proudly, and was of those
who disbelieved.’ (Surah Sad, 38:75)
Not to believe in God and his commandments means refusing to allow God to be God in one’s life. It
means a refusal to acknowledge and trust God as God. God is selfishly and proudly replaced with self.
One starts to believe in oneself or somebody else. It is the purest form of idolatry, possibly the root of all
sin which is equal to committing ‘shirk’ (associating partners with God, worshipping somebody or
something else except God).
C. The covenant forms the basis of Law
God’s law is his revealed will made known through his commands. Therefore, the person that disobeys
them transgresses the law.
‘(Allah) taught man what he knew not. Nay! man does indeed transgress, because he thinks himself to
be independent.’ (Surah Al-’Alaq, 96:7)
Like the Bible (Matthew 12:34, Luke 18:11-14), the Quran too recognizes that the heart attitude is more
important than the external act of obeying the law. In Surah Al-Ma’Ida, 5:4, Allah forbids the eating of
certain kind of meat. However the verse finishes saying that in certain circumstances the forbidden
becomes allowed:
‘But whosoever is forced by hunger, without being willfully inclined to sin, then, surely Allah is Most
Forgiving and Merciful.’
If it is possible to disobey God’s law as long as one is not willfully inclined to sin, then it follows that it is
also possible to obey God’s law outwardly but still to commit sin. Let us look now at Surah Al-A’raf, 7:20 27:
‘And O Adam, dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden and eat therefrom wherever you will, but approach
not this tree lest you be among the wrongdoers.’ But Satan whispered evil suggestions to them so that
he might make known to them what was hidden from them of their shame, and said, ‘Your Lord has only
forbidden you this tree, lest you should become angels or such beings as live forever.’ And He swore to
them, saying ‘Surely I am a sincere counselor unto you.’
Verse 21 makes it clear that Adam and Eve knowingly disobeyed or rebelled against God. Adam’s
supposed forgetfulness mentioned as reason for his disobedience in Surah 20, Taha, verse 116 is hard
to reconcile with Satan’s reminder of God’s command. Moreover, if they had only forgotten what God
said, then surely we would not read in the next verse that Satan deceived them:
‘So he caused them to fall into disobedience by deceit. And when they tasted of the tree, their shame
became manifest to them and they began to stick the leaves of the Garden together over themselves.
And their Lord called them, saying, “Did I not forbid you that tree and tell you: verily Satan is to you an
open foe?” They said, “Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves; and if Thou forgive us not and have not
mercy on us, we shall surely be of the lost.” He said, “Go forth, some of you being enemies of others.
And for you there is and abode on the earth and a provision for a time.” He said, “Therein shall you live
and therein shall you die, and therefrom shall you be brought forth.” ’
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The fact that God said ‘Go forth’ echoes the biblical account of separation from God because of sin.
(Genesis 3:3, 23-24) In Surah Taha, 20:122 we read that his life became miserable as a result.
If Adam’s sin was caused by mere forgetfulness then these severe punishments would in no way fit the
light ‘crime’. A deeper study reveals that the reason for the severity of it lay in the fact that in both, the
Biblical and Quranic accounts Adam rejected the type of creature-hood God had assigned to him. He
rebelled against his maker who is absolutely Holy and cannot tolerate this.

The point that nobody can keep the law totally has already been addressed on page 46. As with regards
to Mary, this response is not representing what the Roman Catholics believe about her based on their
traditions. Instead it focuses solely on Scriptural evidence. Without a doubt, Mary was a very pious lady;
nevertheless, she was not without sin just like the rest of us (Romans 3:23).
Nowhere in the Bible Mary is called sinless. The fact is that she was unclean after giving birth to Jesus.
Like all other women she had to offer an atonement sacrifice according to Old Testament Law described
in Leviticus 12. Furthermore, in Luke 1:47 she refers to God as her personal Savior. No sinless person
needs a Savior.

Like in Islam, many people say different things in Christianity too. Important is what the Bible says. The
fact is that the following passages from the Old Testament teach the doctrine of original sin clearly:
‘The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.’ (Genesis 6:5).
‘Mortals, born of woman, are of few days and full of trouble... Who can bring what is pure from the
impure? No-one!’ (Job 14:1,4).
‘What are mortals, that they could be pure, or those born of woman, that they could be righteous?’ (Job
15:14, see also 25:4-6).
‘Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.’ (Psalm 51:5).
‘Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before you.’ (Psalm 143:2).
The term ‘original sin’ is frequently and properly used to denote only the moral corruption of the whole
nature inherited by all men from Adam. This inherited moral corruption consists in, the loss of original
righteousness, that is our right standing with God, and the presence of a constant proneness to evil,
which is the root and origin of all actual sin. It is called ‘sin’ (Romans 6:12,14,17. 7:5-17), the ‘flesh’
(Galatians 5:17,24), ‘lust’ (James 1:14,15), the ‘body of sin’ (Romans 6:6), ‘ignorance,’ ‘blindness of
heart’, ‘alienation from the life of God’ (Ephesians 4:18,19). It influences and depraves the whole man,
and its tendency is still downward to deeper and deeper corruption, there remaining no recuperative
element in the soul. It is a total depravity, and, as mentioned already, it is also universally inherited by all
the natural descendants of Adam (Romans 3:10-23. 5:12-21. 8:7).
The doctrine of original sin is proved biblically and anthropologically:


From the fact that all men sin and are depraved (1Kings 8:46, Isaiah 53:6, Psalm 130:3, Romans
3:19,22,23, Galatians 3:22, Job 15:14-16, Genesis 6:5.6)
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From its early manifestation (Psalm 58:3, Proverbs 22:15)



From the absolute and universal necessity, for supernatural renewal of the human nature by God
(John 3:3, 2 Corinthians 5:17)



From the universality of death (Romans 5:12-20)

The doctrine of original sin does not mean that human beings are incapable of doing anything good
(Romans 2:14 and Act 10:31). However, it means that we are prone to commit wrong things inevitably,
unavoidably, because it is our nature to do wrong. From the polluted spring of our hearts, flow streams of
contaminated behavior. Original sin does not mean that we have an excuse for our own sinful actions
and can say it is all Adam and Eve’s fault (see Surah Al-A’raf, 7:29). God has not designed us to act
sinfully but he initially created us in the beginning as very good with the faculty of choice. Now we are not
very good anymore, but we can still choose to do good. Ezekiel 18 and Jeremiah 31 speak about
temporal consequences in this life regarding our own good or bad choices.
The religion of Islam (6th century) like a heretic group called the Pelagians (5th century AD) deny the
concept of original sin, and regard man as by nature morally and spiritually well. However, the Quranic
account speaks about Adam and Eve having had to leave the Garden of Eden as a punishment for their
disobedience. Since mankind still is excluded from Eden and therefore sharing in Adam and Eve’s
punishment to a certain degree, it logically follows that human beings also share to a certain degree in
their disobedience.
More recently, the argument has come up that the concept of original sin is contradicted by the science
of genetics. While it is true that thoughts cannot be transferred to and encoded into the genetic system of
human reproduction, it is equally true that certain character traits are passed on without scientists being
able to know how. The same is true for animal instincts. Joseph is quoted as having said in Surah Yusuf,
12:54:
‘And I do not hold my own self to be free from weakness; for, the soul is surely prone to enjoin evil, save
that whereon my Lord has mercy. Surely, my Lord is Most Forgiving, Merciful.’
He does not place the blame on Satan or circumstances but points to a problem at the core of human
nature! In Surah Al-Nahl, 16:62 the universal effect of the problem is made plain:
‘And if Allah were to punish men for their wrongdoing, He would not leave thereon a living creature, but
he gives them respite till an appointed term’
This truth is supported by at least two traditions:
Muslim recounts a story by Muhammad in which Moses says to Adam: ‘because of your sin you caused
mankind to come down to earth.’ (Mishkat al-Masabih, trans. and ed. James Robson (Lahore: Sh.
Muhammad Ashraf, 1963), I, 23 (Bk. 1, Chap. 4, Sec.1) Al-Bukhari attributed to Muhammad the words,
‘Satan touches every child when it is born, whereupon it starts crying loudly, except Mary and her son.’
(Sahih al-Bukhari, VI, 54, Bk. 60, chap. 54, trad. 71) Muhammad’s earliest biographer, Ibn Hisham,
quoted the prophet saying:
‘Two men in white raiment...opened up my belly, extracted a black drop from it and threw it away; then
they washed my heart and my belly with snow until they had thoroughly cleaned them.’ (Ibn Hisham, ed.,
The life of Muhammad: (Ibn) Isahq’s Sirat Rasul Allah, trans. Al Guillaume, London: Oxford University
Press, 1955, p.72)
To quote a more recent example, Ayatholla Khomeini said: ‘You should pay attention and all of us should
pay attention (to the fact) that man’s calamity is his carnal desire, and this exists in everybody, and it is
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rooted in the nature of man.’ (Islamic Government Does Not Spend For Its Own Grandeur, Kayhan
International, September 4, 1985, p.3)
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, the founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam seems to
agree with the concept of original sin as defined above! He writes in his book ‘The Philosophy of the
Teachings of Islam’ (page 1) on the subject of man’s physical, moral and spiritual state, commenting on
Surah Yusuf, 12:54:
‘This means that it (the mind, soul) is characteristic of the human self that it incites man to evil and is
opposed to his attainment of perfection and to his moral state, and urges him towards undesirable and
evil ways. Thus the propensity towards evil and intemperance is a human state which predominates over
the mind of a person before he enters upon the moral state. This is man’s natural state, so long as he is
not guided by reason and understanding but follows his natural bent in eating, drinking, sleeping, waking,
anger and provocation, like the animals. When a person is guided by reason and understanding and
brings his natural state under control and regulates it in a proper manner, that state ceases to be his
natural state and is called his moral state.’
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad then quotes Surah 75:3 and rightly mentions as the source of the moral
state of man the reproving self. Christians call it the conscience. He describes the moral state as being
inadequate before God because its source, the reproving self, is “not fully effective in practising virtue
and occasionally it is dominated by natural emotions, when it stumbles and falls. It is like a weak child
who does not wish to stumble and fall but does so out of weakness, and is then remorseful over his
infirmity. In short, this is the moral state of human self when it seeks to comprehend within itself high
moral qualities and is disgusted with disobedience, but cannot achieve complete success.” (Ibid. page 2)
The following verses from the Injeel echo that fact:
‘They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, to which their own conscience also bears
witness; and their conflicting thoughts will accuse or perhaps excuse them.’ (Romans 2:15)
‘For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under sin. I do not
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I
do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within
me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I
cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want
to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in
my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?’ (Romans 7:1424)

Adam and Eve continued to live physically after they sinned as the context shows. Therefore, the
meaning of ‘death’ is spiritually understood, in the sense that their relationship with God was cut off
according to Genesis 3:23. They who believe in the redeeming work of Jesus on the cross will have a
new life spiritually understood. That is why Jesus said:
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‘Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ’ (John 11:25–26).
Many people in so called ‘Christian Nations’ are not Christians at all. Hence they cannot be made
responsible for those inventions.
Page 72:

It is true that each person is responsible for his own sins. A sinner cannot take the place of another
sinner and ask God to be punished on behalf of the other. Jesus however was without sin and therefore
the only one able to take our sins and be punished for them in our place. In opposite to everyone else
Jesus was sinless from birth (Surah 19, Maryam, verse 19, Hebrews 4:15). This truth is confirmed by the
following Hadith: ‘Satan touches all children at birth except Jesus’ (Bukhari, Volume 6, page 54).

The same Hebrew term is used in Isaiah 43:3. The meaning of the word ‘ransom’ is here used,
differently, not in regards to sin but in the context of God giving three nations to Persia in return for
Persia’s willingness to release the exiles of Judah from their oppression. Other translations reflect this
interpretation:
God’s people will escape, but all who are wicked will pay the price (Proverbs 21:18, CEV).
Similarly, another use of the word ‘ransom’ that is not connected with the theme of God’s forgiveness for
sin is used here. In this context it means ‘to help out of difficulties’:
A person’s riches may ransom their life, but the poor cannot respond to threatening rebukes (Proverbs
13:8).

Contrary to certain traditions the Bible nowhere says that Jesus suffered the penalty of the sins of the
world in hell for three days. It does say, however:
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put
to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation
to the imprisoned spirits—to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days
of Noah while the ark was being built. (1 Peter 3:18–20).
Afterwards, on the same day of his death, he took the repentant sinner on the cross with him to paradise.
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This distorted view of events does not take into consideration that the story did not end on the cross. By
rising from the dead Jesus conquered death:
He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his
own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and
has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:9–10).
‘ “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’
(1 Corinthians 15:55–57)
Points 10–12 on pages 73–74 have already been discussed at length when dealing with Paul, allegedly
preaching a different Gospel than Jesus (pages 39–48). Moreover, a few additional thoughts about the
Day of Judgment will add to the Biblical understanding:
Both, believers and unbelievers will be judged. The former will have their lives judged to see what kind of
rewards they will get for their words and deeds in addition to eternal life in heaven. The following verses
are addressed to believers in Christ:
‘For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone
builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for
what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality
of each person’s work. If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up,
the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.’
(1 Corinthians 3:11–23)
--------------------------------------------‘Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away
from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away
from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home
in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.’ (2 Corinthians
5:6–10)
--------------------------------------------‘You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we
will all stand before God’s judgment seat. It is written: “As surely as I live,” says the Lord, “every knee will
bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.” So then, each of us will give an account of
ourselves to God.’ (Romans 14:10–12)
--------------------------------------------‘I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you
have eternal life.’ (1 John 5:13; ‘son’ is understood in a spiritual sense).
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Matthew 25, verses 31-46 must be read in context of chapter 24, verses 5 and 10:
‘Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am
the Messiah,’ and will deceive many... At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and
hate each other…’
To believe in Jesus means also to do, out of thankfulness, what he commanded. Those who do not
believe in Jesus as the Savior are already judged with regards to the fact that they will have to go to hell:
‘Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.’ (John 3:18)
The words and deeds of unbelievers will still be judged to establish the degree of punishment they will
have to suffer:
Jesus said: ‘I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more
bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the
heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.” ’ (Luke 10:12-15)
In answer to point 12 the question needs to be answered, ‘Why does God not simply forgive man when
he committed sin?’ This is probably the most important question of all. If we can understand why Jesus
had to die, it will be easier for us to believe that he did so. There are two main reasons for his death on
the cross:
A) To restore God’s honor
The Old Testament, known as the Torah by Muslims, tells the wonderful story of how God created Adam
and Eve and later the Israelites to be his people. We learn how he loved them like a father loves his
children. Time and time again, however, we read with great sadness how his chosen ones break his
commandments, how they become guilty of lawlessness. Even more disturbing is the fact that their
rebellion is only a fruit of a conscious rejection of the Almighty God. His own people spit in his face and
bring shame upon him before the very nations they were supposed to be witnessing of his honor and
glory. To make matters even worse, they were not ashamed of themselves:
‘Therefore the showers have been withheld, and no spring rains have fallen. Yet you have the brazen
look of a prostitute; you refuse to blush with shame. Have you not just called to me (God): ‘My Father,
my friend from my youth, will you always be angry? Will your wrath continue forever?’ This is how you
talk, but you do all the evil you can.’ (Jeremiah 3:3-5)
The people of old did as they pleased because they had lost a sense of shame. While their mechanical,
outward ritual acts may still have been in place they were not concerned about God’s honor at all.
Repentance, the turning round from one’s evil ways, was later expressed in terms of recognition of
shame and disgrace (Jeremiah 31:19). Likewise, our disloyalty to God, our resistance against his work
among us is known and is exceedingly shameful. We too deserve to be punished ever so severely.
Since God is pure, completely removed from all evil, man’s sin has cut off, effectively killed, the
relationship between the two. The warning given to Adam and Eve became a frightening reality:
‘And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must
not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” ’
(Genesis 2:16-17)
‘For the wages of sin is death’ (Romans 6:23)
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Only through death will God’s honor be restored. Consequently, God introduced an elaborate sacrificial
system to the Israelites through Moses. Shame could be removed by getting forgiveness for sins, but
only if an animal would die in their place.
‘without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.’ (Hebrews 9:22)
This all important truth is also reflected in ‘Qisas’ the Islamic law of retaliation (Surah 2, Al Baqarah,
verses 178-179). It consists in doing to the person who has committed a crime the very same thing they
have done. The life of someone who is willfully killed demands the murderer’s life in retaliation. However,
the next of kin can accept a financial compensation instead. According to Surah 5, Al Maida, verse 45,
retaliation for inflicted wounds is also necessary. A nose for a nose and so on. If a member of the body
which is to be cut off in revenge is defective, a compensation will be accepted.
From God’s perfect perspective, animal and all other sacrifices are defective. They cannot take away
sins but were only serving as a cover and a shadow of Jesus, the Messiah, the perfect sacrifice to come
(Hebrews 10:1-18). He, being without sin, by taking our shame upon himself through his death on the
cross, restored the honor of God in a most profound and just way:
‘Moreover, the Father judges no-one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the
Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent
him. I (Jesus) tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.’ (John 5:22-24)
‘Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of
a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
and became obedient to death - even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.’ (Philippians 2:5-11)
God raised Jesus from the dead confirming his authority, loyalty blessedness and blamelessness. Those
who deny the cross, refuse to accept God’s generosity, his blessing. They dishonor the giver.
B) To meet the demands of God’s justice and love
The Bible (Leviticus 11:45) and the Quran (Surah 59, Al Hashr, verse 23) tell us that God is holy. That
means he is separated from anything that is unclean, bad, and hypocritical; in other words from anything
that is sin. Both, the Bible (Isaiah 59:1-2) and the Quran (Surah 2, Al Baqarah, verses 35-36) tell us that
sin separates man from God. Therefore, sin is not just a minor mistake, but absolutely intolerable in the
sight of God! Another reason why sin has to be treated seriously, is because God is just (Deuteronomy
32:4, Surah 95, Al Tin, verse 8). He punishes every wrongdoer and awards the one who does right.
However, God will not judge according to our good or bad works alone (Romans 3:23-24, Surah 35,
Fatir, verse 45). He loves us so much (John 3:16) that in his mercy he chooses to forgive our sins. But if
he would forgive our sins without punishment, then in his mercy he would become unjust!
That is why God revealed Himself in Jesus and died on the cross for our sins. In Jesus, God met the
requirements of his justice and of his love! Jesus died on the cross on our behalf, for our sin. In
Deuteronomy 21:23 anyone who hangs on a tree is described as being sinful and under God’s curse.
Galatians 3:13 explains that Jesus, himself without sin, became a curse for us because he took our sin
on himself. After paying the penalty for sin through his death, Jesus rose again. Consequently the death
and resurrection of Jesus are of the utmost importance for Christians! The following illustration will help
to better understand this profound matter:
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There was once a king who possessed a huge kingdom over which he also ruled as a just judge. He
wrote down laws which had to be kept by everyone so that order and justice would be maintained. One
day his very own son, whom he loved so dearly, committed a terrible crime. The law made it very clear
that a perpetrator, such as his child had become, would have to face a fine of £100,000,000,000. The
king’s son was not able to pay that large amount of money. However, the just judge could not change the
law simply because the sinner was his own son, otherwise he would not have been impartial anymore.
He decided that his child too was guilty, but when he pronounced the judgment, out of love, he offered to
pay the fine on behalf of his son. In that way he could meet the demands of his justice but also of his
love for the disobedient child. The son sorrowfully repented of his crime and humbly accepted his
father’s offer. This incident changed him so completely that he decided to love and serve his father
forever. By doing this he could certainly never pay back the £100,000,000,000. No, he changed his way
of life to express his great thankfulness towards his just and loving father.
The king in the illustration symbolizes God, the kingdom is the world. The laws are the Holy Scriptures,
the king’s son is all mankind and the terrible crime committed by him is sin. The sum of
£100,000,000,000 stands for the punishment of sin, which is an invincible separation from the Holy God.
The king who took his son’s place and paid the fine on behalf of him illustrates what God has done for all
mankind in Jesus. He paid the punishment for sin by dying on our behalf at the cross. Finally, the
complete change that took place in the life of the son is a picture of the new life of a Christian. By faith,
through a prayer of forgiveness he accepts what Jesus Christ had done for him. He believes that Jesus
took upon him the punishment for men’s sin. Only out of thankfulness he starts to love and serve God,
not because he thinks he could ever earn a place in heaven by doing good. Whatever the newly born
Christian now does will be motivated by love for the One who saved him from a terrible punishment.
Some Muslims might object to the illustration above by saying that God’s attributes of justice and mercy
cannot be understood. They are completely different from our human concept. It is true that God’s
attributes are different from ours, but only in regard to their perfection rather than their definition. If the
meaning of God’s characteristics were so completely different from our understanding then his 99
names, which allegedly describe them, would be unnecessary! Besides that, God Himself used
illustrations in the Quran: In Surah 13, Ar-Ra’d, verses 16-17 we read that ‘Thus doth Allah set forth
parables.’ (See also Surah 16, Al Nahl, verses 75-76)
A Muslim enquirer asked: ‘The Bible states that God sacrificed his Son, but yet we also read that Jesus
was resurrected back to life and is sitting on the right hand of God. When you sacrifice something, you
do not take it back three days later. Is this not a contradiction?’
The reason why Jesus the perfect sacrifice was raised to live again on the third day is found in the word
‘perfect.’ Animal sacrifices were imperfect, they just pointed to the perfect one. That is the reason why
they had to be offered again and again. That is also the reason why they were not raised to life again.
However, Christ being the perfect, sinless sacrifice only had to die once. Since he paid the punishment
for sin, namely death by his own death, the latter no longer became a reality! That is precisely why God
raised Jesus to live again. This profound truth is expressed in 1 Corinthians 15:54-57:
‘When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the
saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” ’
Jesus defeats the death that came as a result of sin! Consequently, he as the first fruit has been raised
to life. Those who believe in his perfect sacrifice will follow his example once they die physically:
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‘But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.’ (Verses 20-22)
‘Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.’ (Romans 4:25)
Wow! What a message! That Christ was raised to life again after he died sacrificially for us is not a
contradiction. Since death for him was no more, there is nothing that could be a contradiction to his
being raised to life!
The destiny for us who are living in the time of the New Testament is dependent on our relationship to
Jesus. The New Testament makes it clear that salvation is by faith through Christ alone:
‘That in the time to come he might make clear the full wealth of his grace in his mercy to us in Christ
Jesus: Because by grace you have salvation through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is given by God:
Not by works, so that no man may take glory to himself. For by his act we were given existence in Christ
Jesus to do those good works which God before made ready for us so that we might do them.’
(Ephesians 2:7-10)
‘Being conscious that a man does not get righteousness by the works of the law, but through faith in
Jesus Christ, we had faith in Christ Jesus, so that we might get righteousness [right standing before
God] by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law: because by the works of the law will no flesh get
righteousness.’ (Galatians 2:16)
Salvation by faith in Jesus is believing with the intellect that the Bible is right about our sinful condition,
right about who Jesus is and right about what he did on the cross for us. Passages that speak about
judgment according to works have to be read in the light of what true faith means. This is confirmed
when their immediate context is considered. (e.g. John 5:28-29, compare with verses 23-24, Matthew
16:27 with verses 21-26, 25:31-46 with 23:37-39, James 2:14-26). As the German reformer Martin
Luther used to say ‘the faith that saves is never alone.’ True faith in Christ shows itself in four ways:
1. Out of thankfulness, followers of Jesus do what he tells them: To love God and man. This is the
essence and test of true obedience. They desire to follow the moral law set out in the Old Testament
and summarized in what is known as ‘The 10 Commandments’ (Exodus 20:1-17).
2. Genuine faith in Jesus produces a desire to become more like him, to do what is right and just.
3. Saving faith creates the awareness that this new obedience can only come through faith in Christ. It
does not come from focusing on the law, the desperate attempt to meet its demands. Instead, it
comes from continually fixing one’s eyes on Jesus and his work, by remaining connected to him
through being in his presence with one’s thoughts.
4. Lastly, Biblical faith generates a constant abiding in and reliance on Jesus by faith. In this way only
the Holy Spirit of God supplies the power for a changed life and lasting fruit. (Romans 8:13, John
15:5)
Page 76:
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A parable is a story that has one main meaning. It is an established rule of interpretation that one must
not give significance to every detail. The main point in the parable of the householder is that God will
reward generously those who have worked for him. Nobody should be jealous because of his generosity.
It has nothing to do with forgiveness. He kept the law by paying the workers money. He did not force
them to work for him.

What happens when, as in most cases, Muslims are not repenting with broken hearts and streaming
eyes? Even if they are, as is unlikely, able to have the right kind of determination not to sin, they still
have to put things right with people they hurt. Imagine some Muslim members of a gang kill a couple of
people from another gang. Afterwards, they are truly sorry and pray in the mosque for forgiveness. How
do you think the relatives of those who got murdered will feel about that?
If they sin against God, Islam teaches he will forgive, provided people ask in the right way. Is such a
belief not wide open to abuse? Has God not a right for compensation too when he is shamed? Does it
not cost him his honor?
Once again, the parable of the king who forgave the servant his debt is totally misunderstood. The main
point of the story is to forgive others because much has been forgiven to us by God through Jesus. The
king was able to forgive his servant because he was losing the huge sum of money eventually himself.
That is exactly what the Gospel preaches.

Justice demands punishment. When Christians forgive others it is precisely because Jesus is ready to
take their just punishment. If they do not respond to God’s offer in Jesus, he will punish them, not we.
Incidentally, the parable of the king who forgave the debt of his servant follows Peter’s question in the
Gospel as an example.
When the people of Israel were asked to keep the law of God in the passages mentioned on page 77,
that always referred to the law of sacrifice for the certain forgiveness of sins as well.

Response to ‘Chapter 11: ‘Jesus goes to India’ (pages 79-99)
The main response to this chapter and the remaining ones is found in the so far established fact that
Jesus Christ did indeed die on the cross and he rose again on the third day as foretold in the Scriptures.
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Therefore, logic demands to come to the conclusion that Jesus did not go to India, nor did he die there.
This could be the end of story and no more further replies should be necessary.
There is, however, much more at stake than the argument presented so far. The very life of Ahmadiyya
Muslims is set to change totally in the face of the undeniable evidence they have encountered
throughout these pages. There is no more reason of existence for the whole community since their
founder has been exposed as one of the many false Messiahs. In such a momentous situation people
suddenly find themselves having an option to follow Jesus – the true, Biblical Messiah. When called to
leave the familiar, one tends to cling on to whatever is left to defend one’s increasingly untenable
position. Hence, the response continues. Not for the sake of logic, it has already been satisfied, but in
order to remove the last uncertainties from these sincere people’s minds.
Page 80:

Since 1945, when those bold predictions were first made, noting of this sort has happened. Christianity is
alive and well, especially in the non-Western world.69 Overall, it is still the largest religion in the world.70
People in the West lost their faith not due to the above mentioned ‘discovery’ but because of increased
materialism, secularism and rationalism.
Many excellent responses71 have been made with regards to the claims of ‘the prophet of this age’. To
be sure, he most certainly did not fulfill any prophecy in the Bible concerning the second coming of
Jesus. It will not happen like his first coming that was beyond the immediate understanding of many.
Instead the second coming of the real Jesus Christ will be clear, unmistakable and visible for the whole
world:
‘Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom
to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They
were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood
beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus,
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven.” ’ (Acts 1:6-11)
------------------------------------------------------‘At that time if anyone says to you, “Look, here is the Messiah!” or, “There he is!” do not believe it. For
false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead of time. “So if anyone tells you, “There he is, out in
the wilderness,” do not go out; or, “Here he is, in the inner rooms,” do not believe it. For as lightning that
comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever there
69
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is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. Immediately after the distress of those days, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will
be shaken. Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth
will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.
And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds,
from one end of the heavens to the other.’ (Matthew 24:23–32).
--------------------------------------------------------‘But about the times and their order, my brothers, there is no need for me to say anything to you. For you
yourselves have the knowledge that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say,
There is peace and no danger, then sudden destruction will come on them, as birth-pains on a woman
with child; and they will not be able to get away from it. But you, my brothers, are not in the dark, for that
day to overtake you like a thief: For you are all sons of light and of the day: we are not of the night or of
the dark.’ (1 Thessalonians 1-4)
Christians can see the day coming near, by being attentive to accompanying indications. While we are
not told to watch out for these signs rather to be faithful to the Lord, they are nevertheless important to
recognize.
Jesus said: ‘But when these things come about, let your heads be lifted up, because your salvation is
near.’ And he made a story for them: ‘See the fig-tree, and all the trees; When they put out their young
leaves, you take note of it, and it is clear to you that summer is coming. In the same way, when you see
these things taking place you may be certain that the kingdom of God is near.’ (Luke 21:28-31)
The signs Jesus mentioned regarding his Second Coming can be placed in three categories:


Society: wickedness, selfishness. (Matthew 24:12, 37, see Genesis 6:5)



Spirituality: false prophets, Gospel preaching in whole world. (Matthew 24:14, 26-28)



Nature: sun, moon and stars affected. (Luke 21:10-11, 25-28)

Other Biblical passages give us to more categories to consider:


Politics: Reunification of Europe (Daniel 7:19-28, see also chapter 2 and 8)



Technology: Code without which one can neither buy nor sell. (Revelation 13:16-18)

While the signs in society have been visible for a long time the following are only now being fulfilled:
Preaching the Gospel to the whole world:
The official web page of the magazine ‘Missions Frontiers’, published by the US Centre for World
Mission, stated the following encouraging news in April 2000: ‘Evangelical Christians are the fastest
growing major religious group in the world today and it is the only one growing rapidly by conversion.’
(Patrick Johnston) ‘God’s promise to bless all the families of the earth (Genesis 12:3), first given to
Abraham 4,000 years ago, is becoming a reality at a pace you would not believe. Although some may
dispute some of the details, the overall trend is indisputable. Biblical faith is growing and spreading to the
ends of the earth as never before in history.’ (‘Finishing the Task’, Ralph Winter and Bruce Koch)
One third of earth’s six billion people call themselves Christians. One third are non-Christians living in
already reached people groups. One third (as opposed to approximately one half in 1974!) are nonChristians living in unreached people groups. The AD 2000 and Beyond Movement’s definition of
‘unreached’ is less than 2% of the group are evangelical, or less than 5% are active Christians. A people
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group is a numerically significant population that shares an identifying element, such as language,
religion, race, etc.
For the first time in history, there are fewer non-Christians within the unreached peoples than there are
within the reached groups. As missionaries succeed in establishing church movements in more
unreached peoples; that is exactly what you would expect to happen. As these figures demonstrate, we
are in the final era of missions. For the first time in history we can anticipate the completion of the
missionary task, which is to establish an indigenous church planting movement within the language and
social structure of every people on earth. (See www.missionfrontiers.org/newslinks/statewe.htm)
Reunification of Europe:
The process started 1957.
Code without which one can whether buy nor sell:
This is now technically possible.
In the book of Revelation we read of another sign, which only in our generation has the possibility of
being fulfilled:
A special sign
Two witnesses for the Lord will be killed and for three and a half days the whole world will gaze at their
bodies. (Revelation 11:7-10) Only since the launch of the first satellites in the seventies that enable TV
broadcasts worldwide, has this prophecy the potential of being fulfilled.
According to Old Testament prophecies, there will be a most terrible outpouring of God’s wrath on the
unbelievers living on earth in that time:
‘And there will be a time of trouble, such as there never was from the time there was a nation even till
that same time: and at that time your people will be kept safe, everyone who is recorded in the book.
And a number of those who are sleeping in the dust of the earth will come out of their sleep, some to
eternal life and some to eternal shame.’ (Daniel 12:1-2)
Both the righteous and the unrighteous will be raised to life again in an imperishable physical body, and
are either granted everlasting life in heaven or everlasting contempt in hell (1 Corinthians 15:35-49,
Philippians 3:21, Luke 24:36-43 John 5:24-30, Matthew 25:31-46). Those who never heard about Jesus
will be treated by God in absolute justice according to the truth about him, made plain to them since the
creation of the world (Romans 1:18-2:16). The destiny for us who are living in the time of the New
Testament is dependent on our relationship to Jesus. The New Testament makes it clear that salvation
is by faith through Christ alone:
‘That in the time to come he might make clear the full wealth of his grace in his mercy to us in Christ
Jesus: Because by grace you have salvation through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is given by God:
Not by works, so that no man may take glory to himself. For by his act we were given existence in Christ
Jesus to do those good works which God before made ready for us so that we might do them.’
(Ephesians 2:7-10)
The Second Coming of Jesus will take place in stages. First he will come for those who believe in him as
Savior from their sins:
‘But it is our desire, brothers, that you may be certain about those who are sleeping; so that you may
have no need for sorrow, as others have who are without hope. For if we have faith that Jesus
underwent death and came back again, even so those who are sleeping will come again with him by
God’s power. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are still living at the coming of
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the Lord, will not go before those who are sleeping. Because the Lord himself will come down from
heaven with a word of authority, with the voice of the chief angel, with the sound of a horn: and the dead
in Christ will come to life first; Then we who are still living will be taken up together with them into the
clouds to see the Lord in the air: and so will we be forever with the Lord. So then, give comfort to one
another with these words.’ (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)72

A closer look at the context of Deuteronomy 18:14-20 proves this to be a false statement:
‘The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, the
Lord your God has not permitted you to do so. The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
[Moses] from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. For this is what you asked of the Lord
your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, ‘Let us not hear the voice of the Lord our
God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.’ The Lord said to me: ‘What they say is good. I will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth and he
will tell them everything I command him. If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in
my name, I myself will call him to account. But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I
have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to
death.’
Because Ishmael was Isaac’s half-brother, Muslims interpret the words ‘from among your own brothers’
to mean ‘from among the descendants of Ishmael.’ They conclude that since Muhammad was a
descendant of the Ishmaelites, this prophecy must speak about him. The preceding chapter shows
clearly that this is not the case. By defining the very words on which the Muslim argument is built, we will
see that they refer to a brother Israelite not to a brother Ishmaelite:
‘Be sure to appoint over you the king the Lord your God chooses. He must be from among your own
brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite. (Deuteronomy 17:15)
Even though this verse refers to a different incident, nevertheless the words under question are used
again. It is a normal exegetic procedure to define a phrase according to how it is used in the close
context, especially so if it is explained there. When it comes to a choice between accepting the
interpretation of men or the Bible, the latter must naturally be given preference. This explanation is the
only one that can be accepted in the light of Deuteronomy 18:14. There, Moses tells his brothers, the
Israelites, not to follow the detestable practices of the nations in regard to having contact with the
supernatural world. At that time, everybody else, including the Ishmaelites, belonged to those nations!
Therefore, if verse 15 would refer to a prophet coming from the Ishmaelites, this surely would have been
clearly stated! The verses 20-22 (they mention the criteria for “a” not “the” true prophet) which follow
after Deuteronomy 18:15 disclose that it is first and foremost a collective reference to all true prophets
who will follow. They all, like Moses, were to act as mediators between God and the people. The
Israelites had a frightening experience with the Creator on Mount Sinai and since then they did not want
him to speak to them personally (Exodus 20:18-21). At their request God would send prophets who will
speak in his name to them. In this way, they will hear the words God put into the mouths of his prophets.
In Acts 3:21-26 we read that Jesus was the unique, messianic fulfillment of that prophecy:
‘Jesus must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long
ago through his holy prophets. For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like
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me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you’...When God raised up his
servant, he sent him first to you’ 73
Furthermore, Moses did a lot of miracles, like Jesus but unlike the prophet of Islam according to Surah
29:50-52.

According to the Bible, Moses died before entering to the Holy Land. His unknown tomb is located,
according to Jewish and Christian traditions, somewhere on or around Mt Nebo, which is located across
the Jordan valley on the hills of present Jordan.
The Bible describes the last days of Moses (Deuteronomy 34:1-6):
‘Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho.
There the Lord showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim
and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, the Negev and the whole region
from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. Then the Lord said to him, “This is the land I
promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let
you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.” And Moses the servant of the Lord died
there in Moab, as the Lord had said. He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this
day no one knows where his grave is.’
There are several traditions that located the tomb of Moses to several sites on the eastern side of the
Jordan River. Nebi Musa is an exception, since it is located on the western side.
According to the inscription in Nebi Musa, the original structure of a mosque was constructed by the
Sultan Baybars in 1270AD. It was dedicated to Prophet Moses (Nebi Musa), which is one of the holiest
figures in the Quran besides Muhammad. The choice of this particular location for marking the tomb of
Moses is not clear, and clearly contradicts the Biblical description. This choice of location may have been
a military decision (to protect the road to Jerusalem), or may have been selected since it was a holy
burial site during earlier times.74
In the light of this clear contradiction with the Biblical account, how reliable are many of the Hadith
traditions reporting the sayings and doings of Muhammad and his companions?
From about 1465 collections of Hadith, Muslim scholars have singled out six as being the correct ones.
They are here listed in the order of importance:
Al-Bukhari, he put his collection together 246 years after the prophet’s death. From 6000,000 Hadith he
selected 7,200 (1.2%!). The choices were made according to the judgment of one individual! Muslim, he
put his choices together 251 years after the prophet’s death. Al Tirmize, he chose them 269 years after
73
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the prophet’s death. Abu Daud selected his version 265 years after the prophet’s death. Abu Abdir
Rahman presented his collection 293 years after the prophet’s death. (‘Dictionary of Islam’ by T.P.
Hughes, Asia Publishing House, London, 1988, pages 639-646)
Several questions come to mind based on these facts:
1. Given the long time delay until those stories were written down, how can we know the character of the
people who passed them on?
2. Why are these Islamic traditions not questioned by Muslims like they question the Biblical accounts,
written within a much shorter time span?
3. Stories grow over time by being exaggerated, idealized and edited in favor of heroes. This has even
been admitted by Ibn Hisham who transmitted the first biography of Muhammad by Ibn Ishaq. In the
introduction, Hisham wrote: “Things which it is disgraceful to discuss, matters which would distress
certain people, and such reports as (my teacher) told me he could not accept as trustworthy – all
these things I have omitted.”75 How can we be sure that his account is still accurate?
4. Does the same selective story telling occur when Muslim parents and teachers pass on traditions
about the life of Muhammad?
Regarding Muhammad’s first revelation in the Cave of Hira, Muslims are told that the angel asked him to
recite. However, the same Hadith in Sahi Bukhari gives more disturbing details, not known by most
Muslims:
‘The angel came to him and asked him to read. The Prophet replied, “I do not know how to read.” The
Prophet added, “The angel caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it any
more. He then released me and again asked me to read and I replied, ‘I do not know how to read.’
Thereupon he caught me again and pressed me a second time till I could not bear it any more. He then
released me and again asked me to read but again I replied, ‘I do not know how to read (or what shall I
read)?’ Thereupon he caught me for the third time and pressed me, and then released me and said,
‘Read in the name of your Lord, who has created (all that exists) has created man from a clot. Read! And
your Lord is the Most Generous.’ (96.1, 96.2, 96.3) Then Allah's Apostle returned with the Inspiration and
with his heart beating severely. Then he went to Khadija bint Khuwailid and said, ‘Cover me! Cover me!’”
They covered him till his fear was over and after that he told her everything that had happened and said,
‘I fear that something may happen to me.’76
Muslims are not commonly told that Muhammad tried to commit suicide after the first revelation:
‘and the Divine Inspiration was also paused for a while and the Prophet became so sad as we have
heard that he intended several times to throw himself from the tops of high mountains and every time he
went up the top of a mountain in order to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear before him and say,
‘O Muhammad! You are indeed Allah's Apostle in truth’ whereupon his heart would become quiet and he
would calm down and would return home. And whenever the period of the coming of the inspiration used
to become long, he would do as before, but when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would
appear before him and say to him what he had said before.’77
The following passages about disbelievers and war shatter the picture of a merciful and kind prophet:
Allah’s Apostle said: ‘I have been ordered (by Allah) to fight against the people until they testify that none
has the right to be worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is Allah’s Apostle, and offer the prayers
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perfectly and give the obligatory charity, so if they perform that, then they save their lives and property
from me except for Islamic laws and then their reckoning (accounts) will be done by Allah.’
Allah’s Apostle was asked, ‘What is the best deed?’ He replied, ‘To believe in Allah and His Apostle
(Muhammad).’ The questioner then asked, ‘What is the next (in goodness)?’ He replied, ‘To participate in
Jihad (religious fighting) in Allah's Cause.’78
Here are some examples without any further comments. They cast further doubt on the reliability of the
Hadith collections:
The prophet of God said: ‘When a fly falls into a bowl that belongs to one of you, he should dip it in
completely. Afterwards he can take it out; truly in one of its wings lies healing and in the other illness.’
(Bukhari and Abu Daud in Mishkat II, page 152)
Jabir reported that the prophet of Allah commanded the licking of fingers and bowls saying: ‘You do not
know on which part the blessing lies.’ (Sahih Muslim, page 1120)
‘If somebody has eaten he should not wash his hands until he has licked his hands and the bowl or
someone else did it on his behalf.’ (Ibid. page 1119)
Ibn Umar reported that the prophet of Allah had said: ‘A believer eats through one intestine, an
unbeliever through seven.’ (Ibid. page 1119)
The prophet of Allah said: ‘When someone among you yawns he should cover the mouth with his hand
otherwise the devil will enter it.’ (Sahih Muslim, page 1540)
Considering these somewhat embarrassing notes that contradict medical science it is understandable if
the attentive reader decides to follow the account given in the Torah regarding the death of Moses.

The unreliability of the Muslim burial site of Moses has been proven above. Likewise the real parallel that
can be drawn to it when talking about the supposed grave of Jesus in India has to be a negative one.
Page 82:

The Ahmadiyya position is that 10 out of twelve tribes were lost after the Israelites had to go to exile.
While it is true that their numbers were depleted the Jews of both, Old and New Testament times never
considered them to be totally lost as the following verses show:
‘Then the exiles who had returned from captivity sacrificed burnt offerings to the God of Israel: twelve
bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven male lambs and, as a sin offering, twelve male goats.
All this was a burnt offering to the LORD.’ Ezra 8:35)
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‘ For the dedication of this house of God they offered a hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred
male lambs and, as a sin offering for all Israel, twelve male goats, one for each of the tribes of Israel.’
(Ezra 6:17)
‘There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher.’ (Luke 2:36)
‘And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that I am on trial today. This
is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night.
King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are accusing me. Why should any of you
consider it incredible that God raises the dead?’ (Acts 26:6–8)
‘James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
Greetings. Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should
ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask,
you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and
tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is
double-minded and unstable in all they do.’ (James 1:1-7)
Instead of paying attention to the quote, ‘What became of them has always been, and we presume will
always remain a matter of vaguest speculation,’ the remainder of J.D. Shams’ writing attempts to make
unconfirmed theories into one of the main Ahmadiyya teachings with regards to Jesus Christ. This
happens in spite of the repeated warnings of the people he quotes who are presumably in his favor:
Page 85:
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The context shows that the saying of Jesus can only be taken metaphorically, because at this stage he
sends his disciples to the towns of Israel, not to other nations. They also return to him fairly soon
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afterwards to give a report. Had they gone to other countries that would not have been possible so
quickly:
‘These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any
town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel ... When you are persecuted in one place,
flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man
comes.’ (Matthew 10:5-6, 23)
‘After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town
and place where he was about to go...“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects
me; but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.” The seventy-two returned with joy and said,
“Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of
the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that
your names are written in heaven.” ’ (Luke 10:1,16-20)
These words of Jesus, ‘I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They
too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd’ (John 10:16), refer to the
Gentiles. Even though he was initially sent to the Jews and telling his disciples to avoid going to the
Samaritans, later he sent them into a village in Samaria in Luke 9:52. Jesus himself preached to a
Samarian woman and later to her whole village in John 4:1-42. Both, Gentiles and Jews, will worship
God in unity. Paul spoke about this to former Gentiles:
‘Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those
who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— remember that at
that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the
covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who
once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has
made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in
his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through
the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far
away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one
Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people
and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become
a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit.’ (Ephesians 2:11–22).
Page 91:
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The context shows clearly that Jesus refers to his home village and family only. He did get honor
elsewhere in Israel:
‘Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised
from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor.’ (John 12:1-2)
Furthermore, the life of Jesus has to be looked at as a whole. At his second coming he will get the
proper honor he deserves from everyone:
‘Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the
Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent
him.’ (John 5:22-23)
Jonah was called by God to preach in Nineveh, the capitol of Assyria. They were Gentiles, not his own
people!

The very next verse of that parable and the surrounding context makes it clear that the lost sheep does
definitely not represent the ten allegedly lost tribes:
‘At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. “If anyone causes one of these little
ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung
around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. See that you do not despise one of these
little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. What do
you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninetynine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is
happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way your
Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish.’ (Matthew 18:1-6,10-14)
The lost sheep then is a picture of everyone all over the world, not just India, who does not know Jesus.
He has not forgotten them. His followers are called to look for them and bring them back through the
preaching of the Gospel.
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Page 92:

Thomas saw Jesus after his resurrection from the dead:
‘Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” ’ (John
20:24–29).
The reason why Thomas did not believe at first is because, like everyone else, he was 100% certain that
Jesus was dead. It is true that he very probably did go to India afterwards in obedience to Jesus’
command to preach the Gospel all over the world.
Many Christians mostly from a Hindu background in South India today are still called ‘Christians of St
Thomas.’ According to Ahmadiyya belief, that should not have happened because the Gospel was
supposedly only to be passed on to Jews. The fact that all of those Christians believe that Jesus died on
the cross for their sins and rose from the dead on the third day proves they were faithful to the witness
received from Thomas.
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The book, ‘The Acts of Thomas’, referred to above was written in the 3rd century AD79 and belongs to a
collection of apocryphal (meaning “hidden” or “doubtful”) books. Their content could be compared with
many Hadith in Islam which have a doubtful ‘Isnad’ (the chain of authorities attesting to the historical
authenticity of a particular Hadith).
‘The apocryphal books of the second and third centuries AD are universally rejected by the Christian
church. There are many good reasons for this.
1. They were not written by the apostles whose names they bear, since the apostles died in the 1st
century.
2. They contain many heresies and doctrinal errors.
3. They claim to contain childhood miracles of Jesus, but John said Jesus did not perform any miracles
until he was an adult (John 2:11).
4. They contain highly embellished accounts of Gospel stories, indicating they were later fabrications.
5. They are rejected by every section of official Christendom.’80
The true reason why Thomas is called ‘twin’ is found in the meaning of his name being ‘twin’ in Aramaic.
According to John 11:16, his other name, Didymus, also means ‘twin’ in Greek. It has nothing to do with
his alleged travels in India together with Jesus. Had both travelled together, it is most unlikely that the
converts would have been known as ‘Christians of St. Thomas.’ Surely then they would have been
named ‘Christians of Christ.’ The fact that no denomination of that name is found anywhere is further
proof that Jesus did not go to India personally.
Page 95:

Of course, the Gospels give a very clear answer to where Jesus went. As discussed earlier in the
response to chapter 7 on pages 29-33, Jesus ascended into heaven. The fact that J.D. Shams does not
believe it, still means there is an answer.
Furthermore, he uses sources very selectively, whenever they suit his preconceived beliefs. Whereas on
page 50, he says Paul’s vision was unreliable and full of contradictions, here Shams uses it to agree with
some thinkers that Jesus was still in the regions of Syria. As explained on page 31, the simple answer to
the various appearances of Jesus then and even now81 is that, in his resurrection body, he can appear
wherever he wishes.
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Page 96:

The exaggerated accounts and the strange definition of the word, ‘Messiah’, show how incompetent the
author of the ‘well known book’ was. ‘Messiah’ is a Hebrew word and therefore needs to be defined
within that language, rather than in the various Arabic and Urdu books listed by J.D. Shams. The word
‘Messiah’ first occurred in the Old Testament where it means ‘the Anointed one.’ Ultimately, the title was
used to describe Jesus the Savior in Daniel 9:26-27.

Response to ‘Chapter 12: ‘The Unknown Life of Jesus’ (pages 100-108)
In this chapter, an attempt is first made to show that Jesus spent his teenage years among Buddhists to
learn from them. Later on, this is denied. In any case the Biblical account clarifies the confusion:
‘Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed.
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t this the
carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and
Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took
offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his
own home.” And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.’ (Matthew 13:54-58)
‘He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the
synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?” they asked. Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician,
heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in
Capernaum.’ ” “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown.” ’ (Luke 4:16-27).
These passages mention that Jesus was ‘brought up’ in Nazareth, his hometown where people knew
him and his family well.
Page 103:
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J.D. Shams quotes extensively from, ‘The unknown life of Jesus’, a book written by Nicolas Notovitch, a
Russian war correspondent, who visited India and Tibet in the late 19th century. Citations, like the one
shown above, Shams selectively declares to be wrong. However, the following facts undeniably mark out
the whole book as a fake:
“In ‘The Elements of Buddhism’, John Snelling himself a committed Buddhist, notes:
We can trace two principal transmissions of Buddhism to Tibet: an initial one begun during the 7th
century CE and a second one starting around the year 1000. (pp. 33-34)
So the evidence shows that Jesus could hardly have been a student of Buddhism in Tibet in the 1st
century AD. What much also be noted is that what St Isaa teaches bears almost no resemblance to
Buddhist teachings.”82
In 1895, J.A. Douglas, a professor at Government College in Agra, India, retraced Notovitch’s steps to
Tibet. He interviewed the Head Abbot at the Monastery where Notovitch claimed the scrolls were.
Douglas obtained an affidavit from the Abbot denouncing Notovitch’s story as a lie. Douglas established
there were no scrolls about St Issa or Jesus. He published his findings in the popular monthly journal
The Nineteenth Century (The Chief Lama of Himis on the Alleged ‘Unknown Life of Christ’, April
1896).”83
Page 107:

Here Ahmad is quoted as contradicting the Ahmadiyya teaching that Jesus came only for the lost sheep
of Israel.

Response to ‘Chapter 13: ‘Yus Asaph and Jesus’ (pages 109-117)
Like in the previous chapters, the ‘evidence’ presented here in favor of the tomb containing the alleged
remains of Jesus, supposedly known as Yus Asaph, is weak. The burden of proof still lies with those
who are in opposition to the established fact of the death and resurrection of Christ. Even on a dedicated
website, in favor of the tomb one reads: “The material is taken from a variety of sources. At times some
of the views expressed by one researcher will contradict those of another”84
And, “but many have very different thoughts about it or draw very different conclusions from the
research.”85
The need for proof becomes even more urgent in the light of the following statements:
Page 110:
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Many wrong things have been said by our forefathers. Why should this be true?
Page 111:

The name for ‘Gospel’ in Arabic is ‘Injeel.’
Page 113:

The above quote is a response to European writers who thought the tomb under discussion was that of
Buddha. In addition to ‘equally justifiable,’ they could also be equally wrong.

Response to ‘Chapter 14: ‘A Paramount Prophecy’ (pages 118-124)
The purpose of this chapter is to show that, contrary to the beliefs of the majority of Muslims, Jesus was
put on the cross but did not die there. Neither was he taken up to God in order to return in the last days.
Instead, the prophecy that Jesus would break the crosses upon his return, was fulfilled already in that
the Ahmadiyya version of the promised Messiah has made the error of the creed of the cross clear.
The problem with this additional interpretation of events is that it has not worked. Neither the Muslim nor
the Christian world has believed any of it due to a lack of credible evidence. As this response has shown,
the latter has good reason for dismissing it. What about the former? How do Muslims outline their
opinion regarding the death of Jesus?
Islamic scholars are in disagreement about it. The Quran which professes to be a clear guidance that
contains no doubts (Surah 2, Al Baqarah, verse 2; Surah 5, Al Ma’idah, verse 16) is apparently silent
regarding this question which, according to the Torah and the Injeel, is of the utmost importance for
mankind (Isaiah 53, Matthew 26:26-28, John 3:16)! Muslims are left only with the Hadith in trying to
answer this crucial question. Besides the questionable reliability of many of these traditions reporting the
sayings and doings of Muhammad and his companions, who should one trust when it come to choose
between them?
In the light of this confusion, it is understandable that the attentive reader tries to get an answer to the
question concerning the death of Jesus Christ only from what is commonly known as the holy Books
themselves. There is just one reference in the Quran that appears to say when Jesus did not die. It is
found in Surah 4, Al Nisa, 157-159:
‘That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah";- but they
killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a surety they killed him
not:- Nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise;- And there is none of
the People of the Book but must believe in him before his death; and on the Day of Judgment he will be
a witness against them. ’
This passage, like all the others concerning the end of Jesus’ life on earth in the Quran, is unclear. It is
not surprising therefore, to find a number of interpretations concerning it. However, to say that the
crucified one ‘was somehow or other taken for Christ’ (‘The Meaning of the Quran’, Maududi, Islamic
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Publications, Pakistan, 1992, commentary on Surah 4, Al Nisa’, verse 157) would turn the Holy and
Righteous God into the greatest deceiver of all! From a Christian point of view it is totally unacceptable to
think that he would be responsible for misleading 1.3 billion people who call themselves Christians today!
Some Muslims will say, ‘Allah can do whatever He wants. If it pleases Him, to mislead all the Christians,
He has the right to do so!’ However, they are not willing to use the argument of God’s sovereignty, when
they study the Christian concept of the Trinitarian God who sent Jesus to die on the cross for sinners.
Muslims like Ahmad Deedat (see ‘Crucifixion or Crucifixion?’, H.M Bageel, see ‘Christian Muslim
Dialogue’) and the Ahmadiyyas give new meanings to a number of verses from the Biblical account on
the death and the resurrection. According to them, Jesus was crucified but he did not die on the cross,
he only swooned. The inexcusable deception of God described above would also be happening in that
case.
Furthermore, by coming up with these unsubstantiated theories they actually contradict Surah 4, Al
Nisa’, verse 157 which is traditionally interpreted to mean that he was not crucified:
But they killed him not, nor crucified him.
To justify their position, they say that the words in the Quran ‘nor crucified him’ mean that Jesus did not
die as a result of the crucifixion. (See the Ahmadiyya version of the Quran with footnotes, Volume 2,
page 583). They think that to be crucified means to be killed and since Jesus only swooned he was not
crucified in the sense that he did not die from it. Verses like the one in Acts 2:23 proves them wrong.
There we read that the words ‘to crucify’ (i.e. to nail on a cross) do not necessarily mean ‘to kill’. If it was
not so, why would Peter have been inspired by God to say:
‘This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of
wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.’
If the words ‘nailing him to the cross’ would be equal to ‘death’ there would be no need for one or the
other! (See also Acts 5:30)
How then should we interpret Surah 4, Al Nisa’, verses 157-159 in the light of what has been said so far?
In Muhammad’s time, Muslims were commanded to seek advice in a particular question from those who
possess the previous Scriptures, the Jews and the Christians (Surah 16, Al Nahl, verse 43; Surah 21, Al
Anbiya, 7). Therefore, it is surely right to do it in this case as well.
The Jews were boasting they had crucified and killed Jesus because they were convinced he was a
false prophet. Against their arrogance, verse 157 says, ‘They slew him not nor crucified him, but it
appeared so unto them.’ The Biblical accounts tell us that Jesus was not killed by the Jews in the last
instance, but because God brought about his deliberate and well-thought out plan. In Acts 2:23 we read:
‘This man [Jesus] was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the
help of wicked man, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.’
It only appeared to the Jews that they successfully killed Jesus whereas in reality God, in his
sovereignty, even used those wicked people in order to bring about his purposes. The emphasis is not
that the Jews killed Jesus but that God allowed them to do so! Verse 157 seems to speak out against
this wrong, boastful emphasis only not against the fact that Jesus was killed.
Verse 158 speaks about the ascension of Jesus, when he was taken up to be with God which is well
documented in the Injeel (Luke 24:50-51, John 6:62, Acts 1:9-11, 1 Timothy 3:16) and undisputed by
both, by the majority of Muslims and all Christians. However, those Muslims who believe in him having
been taken up to God, yet think he was just a messenger, will have to answer the following question:
83

‘According to Islamic teaching, mere men may only be able to go to Paradise. Since it is created Allah
will not be there because he is completely separate from his creation according to Islam. Does not the
fact that ‘Allah raised Jesus up unto himself’86 prove that Jesus was more than just another prophet?’
Verse 159 seems to say that none of the Jews will believe in Jesus before they die and on the day of
resurrection it will be too late for them to change their minds. The Torah, Zabur, and the Injeel agree
unanimously that Jesus died for our sins on a cross nearly 2,000 years ago and that he was raised up to
life again (Isaiah 53, Psalm 22, Matthew 26:26-28; 27:50)! Secular history too confirms the bedrock of
Christianity, the death and resurrection of Jesus. The names of the historians are Pliny, Cornelius
Tacitus, Thallus and particularly Josephus, a Jewish general who defected to the Romans and wrote the
Jewish history for them (Antiquitates Indaicae, Vol. 18, III: 3).
Here are a few more new inaccuracies that have not been addressed before:
Page 122:

True Christians have never worshipped neither the cross nor a mere human being. The following
passages show that they have not turned a man into God but that God has taken on a human nature in
order to enable humans to be taken back to God:
‘Who [Jesus], being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’
(Philippians 2:5-11)
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God
in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light;
he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize
him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him,
to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ”) Out of his fullness we have all
received grace in place of grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God
and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.’ (John 1:1–18).
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Page 123:

The above quote is made by the promised Messiah of the Ahmadiyyas. Having claimed to have fulfilled
the second coming of Jesus already, he promotes a one world religion with one leader.
However, the Bible says that Jesus will be that one leader at his real second coming:
‘ “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds
of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority,
glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.’
(Daniel 7:13–14).
While the phrase ‘Ancient of Days’ refers to God, ‘Son of Man’ is a title frequently used by Jesus to
identify himself:
‘Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus.
“And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of
heaven.” The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. “You have
heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some
began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the
guards took him and beat him.’ (Mark 14:61-65, see also Matthew 16:13-17)
The response given by Jesus also referred to Psalm 110:
‘The LORD says to my lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.”
The Lord is at your right hand;
he will crush kings on the day of his wrath.
He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead
and crushing the rulers of the whole earth.’ (Psalm 110:1, 5-6)
The Son of Man is here identified with 'my lord.' He shares sovereignty with God and according to the
Daniel 7 passage above is worshipped by everyone. This is why the high priest charged Jesus with
blasphemy: He claimed to be God.87
This leads to the very sad conclusion that the Promised Messiah of the Ahmadiyyas is one of many
antichrists foretold here:
‘Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that
Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the Son. No one who denies
the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.’ (1 John 2:18,22-23)
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See also 1 Corinthians 8:6 and Deuteronomy 6:4. The letter to the Corinthians was written before the Gospel of
Mark and contains the confirming beliefs of the first Christian communities that Jesus is God incarnate.
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The above passage uses ‘Son’ and ‘Father’ in a spiritual sense. An antichrist is defined as a person who
sets himself in the place of Christ, especially implying the usurping of Christ and his position. It is a false
Christ. 88
Throughout this response it has repeatedly been shown that Jesus Christ did indeed die on the cross.
The Quran confirms that prophets were sometimes killed:
‘We gave Moses the scripture, and subsequent to him we sent other messengers, and we gave Jesus,
son of Mary, profound miracles and supported him with the Holy Spirit. Is it not a fact that every time a
messenger went to you with anything you disliked, your ego caused you to be arrogant? Some of them
you rejected, and some of them you killed.’ (Surah 2:87, see also 2:61, 5:70)
Jesus was one of the prophets who was killed. However, he was more than a prophet. He rose again
from the dead on the third day! Whoever sincerely repents and believes in Jesus as the one who died for
their sins on the cross, receives certain forgiveness and eternal life that starts here and now.
The question is not, ‘What is Christianity?’ We know that, like all religions, it has failed many times. The
real issue is ‘Who do you think Jesus is? Do you want to follow him by doing what he says?’ If you are
still uncertain how to answer these all important questions, here is what you should do as a matter of
great urgency:
Pray with a sincere heart that God would show you which way to him is the right one. He promised to
answer:
‘ “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares
the Lord.’ (Jeremiah 29:13-14).
Similarly the Quran states:
‘When My servants ask thee concerning Me, I am indeed close (to them): I listen to the prayer of every
suppliant when he calleth on Me: Let them also, with a will, Listen to My call, and believe in Me: That
they may walk in the right way.’ (Surah 2:186)
Before you pray, ask yourself: Are you prepared to choose to do God’s will and follow his truth, even if it
leads you outside your traditions? If the truth is more important to you, then you will find out whether his
teaching is from God. Jesus promised:
‘Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether
I speak on my own.’ (John 7:17)
Your comments and questions to Oskar1@live.co.uk are welcome and may be reflected in future
updates of this book. For more information please visit: ChristianityExplained.net
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